
 1 

 

 

  HOW LONG WILL YOUR LIFE 

IMPACT OTHERS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. How Old Are You Today? 

 

 

B. (►)  How Long Do You THINK You Will Live? 

 

 

C. (►)  How Long Do You Think People Will Remember You After You Die? 

 

 

D. (►)  How Long To You Think Your Life Will Impact Others After You Die? 

 

 

E. Recently I Presented Lessons About David. Some Of Those Lessons Talked 

About Consequences. This Lesson Today Is Somewhat Of A Building Block On 

Those Lessons. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Jeroboam -- A Man Whose Life Was Still Influencing Others 245 

Years Later! 

A. Sin Has Terrible Consequences! 

1. All of us face physical death because of Adam and Eve’s sin! 

a. I Cor. 15:21,22 “For since by man came death, by Man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 

shall be made alive.” 

b. And you and I will die too unless the Lord’s Second Coming is before 

our death! I Thess. 4:13-18 

 

2. The wicked, godless world was deluged (flooded) because of sin -- only 8 

people were spared! Gen. 6-8; I Pet. 3:20 “eight souls, were saved by 

water.” 

 

3. Every sinner separated himself from God because of his own sins! 
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a. Rom. 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 

and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 

sinned.” 

b. Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death,” 

 

B. Jeroboam, 975 B.C., Sinned And His Life Was Influencing Others To Sin 

245 Years Later! 

1. He led a gigantic revolt against Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. I Ki. 12 

 

2. As soon as he was ensconced as king, he made significant and drastic 

changes to God’s commands for worship. 

 

3. He set up his throne in Samaria; he changed God’s place of worship from 

Jerusalem to Dan And Bethel; the people began to worship calves in those 

places instead of God; he installed a corrupted and unauthorized priesthood, 

and he did away with the Day Of Atonement ordained by God and 

established another holy day one month later than what God had authorized. 

I Ki. 12:25-33 

 

4. God sent a prophet to Bethel and condemned all these perversions that 

Jeroboam had established! 

 

5. The impact of his rebellious and disobedient life during his lifetime -- he led 

Israel went headlong into idolatry. 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  The FAR-REACHING Impact Of His Sinful Influence: 

1. (►)  Zimri, 929 B.C. I Ki. 16:19 “because of the sins which he had 

committed in doing evil in the sight of the LORD, in walking in the way of 

Jeroboam, and in his sin which he had committed to make Israel sin.” 

 

2. (►)  Omri, 929 B.C. I Ki. 16:31,32 “And it came to pass, as though it had 

been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 

Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32Then he set 

up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.” 

 

3. (Slide #5)  Jehoram, Ahab’s son, 896 B.C., II Ki. 3:2,3 “And he did evil in 

the sight of the LORD, but not like his father and mother; for he put away 

the sacred pillar of Baal that his father had made. 3Nevertheless he 

persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel 

sin; he did not depart from them.” 

 

4. (►)  Jehu, 884 B.C.: 

a. II Ki. 10:29 “However Jehu did not turn away from the sins of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin, that is, from 

the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan.” 
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b. II Ki. 10:31 “But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD 

God of Israel with all his heart; for he did not depart from the sins of 

Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin.” 

 

5. (Slide #6)  Jehoahaz, Jehu’s son, 856-842 B.C.: 

a. II Ki. 13:2 “And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed the 

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. He did 

not depart from them.” 

b. II Ki. 13:6 “Nevertheless they did not depart from the sins of the 

house of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin, but walked in them; 

and the wooden image also remained in Samaria.” 

 

6. (►)  Jeroboam II, 825-775 B.C., II Ki. 14:24 “And he did evil in the sight 

of the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, who had made Israel sin.” 

 

7. (Slide #7)  Zechariah, Jeroboam’s son, 773 B.C., II Ki. 15:9 “And he did 

evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done; he did not depart 

from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.” 

 

8. (►)  Menahem, 772-761 B.C., II Ki. 15:18 “And he did evil in the sight of 

the LORD; he did not depart all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the 

son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.” 

 

9. (Slide #8)  Pekahiah, 761 B.C., II Ki. 15:24 “And he did evil in the sight of 

the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, who had made Israel sin.” 

 

10. Pekah, 759-730 B.C., II Ki. 15:38 “And he did that which was evil in the 

sight of the LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #9)  NO WONDER GOD EXPLAINED ISRAEL’S FALL LIKE THIS -- 

II Ki. 17:22,23 “For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam 

which he did; they departed not from them; 23Until the LORD removed Israel 

out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel 

carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #10)  AMAZING -- 245 Years Later, People Are Still Following The 

Wicked Ways Of Jeroboam! 
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II. (Slide #11)  Examine David’s Life; & (Slide #12)  David, 1055-1015 B.C. Loved 

God And People Were Following His Righteous Ways 445 Years Later! 

A. Did He Sin? Oh, Yes -- There Are 3 Recorded Sin. 

 

 

B. How Could He Be Called “A Man After God’s Own Heart!” Because When He 

Sinned, He Repented And Returned To God! 

 

 

C. He Was A Man With A HUGE Impact Upon Future Generations! 

 

 

D. (Slide #13)  People Followed David’s Godly Ways! 

1. (►)  Asa, 950 B.C. -- I Sa. 15:11 “Asa did what was right in the eyes of the 

LORD, as did his father David.” 

 

2. (►)  Jehoshaphat, 914-892 B.C. -- II Chr. 17:3,4 “Now the LORD was 

with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father 

David; he did not seek the Baals, 4but sought the God of his father, and 

walked in His commandments and not according to the acts of Israel.” 

 

3. (Slide #14)  Hezekiah, 722 B.C.: 

a. II Sa. 18:3 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, 

according to all that his father David had done.” 

b. II Chr. 29:2 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, 

according to all that his father David had done.” 

 

4. (►)  Josiah, 635 - 610 B.C.: 

a. II Ki. 22:2 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and 

walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the 

right hand or to the left.” 

b. II Chr. 34:2 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and 

walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right 

hand or to the left.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #15)  445 Years Later People Are Still Following The Righteous Ways Of 

David!!!!! 
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III. (Slide #16)  The Rechabites Of Jer. 35 -- 300 Years Later They Were Loyal To 

Their Father’s Teaching!” 

A. Jer. 35:1-22 “The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of 

Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2‘Go to the house of the 

Rechabites, speak to them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one 

of the chambers, and give them wine to drink.’ 3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of 

Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, his brothers and all his sons, and the whole 

house of the Rechabites, 4and I brought them into the house of the LORD, into 

the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was 

by the chamber of the princes, above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of 

Shallum, the keeper of the door. 5Then I set before the sons of the house of the 

Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups; and I said to them, ‘Drink wine.’ 6But 

they said, ‘We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, 

commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink no wine, you nor your sons, forever. 
7You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, nor have any of these; 

but all your days you shall dwell in tents, that you may live many days in the 

land where you are sojourners.’ 8Thus we have obeyed the voice of Jonadab the 

son of Rechab, our father, in all that he charged us, to drink no wine all our days, 

we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 9nor to build ourselves houses to 

dwell in; nor do we have vineyard, field, or seed. 10But we have dwelt in tents, 

and have obeyed and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded 

us. 11But it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into 

the land, that we said, ‘Come, let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the 

Chaldeans and for fear of the army of the Syrians.’ So we dwell at Jerusalem.’ 
12Then came the word of the LORD to Jeremiah, saying, 13‘Thus says the LORD 

of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, ‘Will you not receive instruction to obey My words?’ says the 

LORD. 14‘The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his 

sons, not to drink wine, are performed; for to this day they drink none, and obey 

their father’s commandment. But although I have spoken to you, rising early and 

speaking, you did not obey Me. 15I have also sent to you all My servants the 

prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his 

evil way, amend your doings, and do not go after other gods to serve them; then 

you will dwell in the land which I have given you and your fathers.’ But you 

have not inclined your ear, nor obeyed Me. 16Surely the sons of Jonadab the son 

of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he 

commanded them, but this people has not obeyed Me.’’ 17Therefore thus says the 

LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will bring on Judah and on all 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the doom that I have pronounced against them; 

because I have spoken to them but they have not heard, and I have called to them 

but they have not answered.’’ 18And Jeremiah said to the house of the 

Rechabites, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Because you have 

obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts and 

done according to all that he commanded you, 19therefore thus says the LORD of 

hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not lack a man to 

stand before Me forever.’’” 
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B. Who Were The Rechabites? 

1. Rechab Was An Israelite Who Saw Jehu’s Zeal In Destroying The Idols Of 

Baal. II Ki. 10:15,23 

a. Jehu, in holy rage, exterminated the house of Ahab. II Ki. 10:1-11. This 

was about 884 B.C. 

b. He destroyed the brothers of Ahaziah and the worshipers of Baal. II Ki. 

10:12-28 

 

2. Rechab Was The Father Of Jonadab; Their Descendants Were Called The 

Rechabites. 

a. Jonadab was a very wise and godly man. 

b. II Ki. 10:15,16 “Now when he departed from there, he met Jehonadab 

the son of Rechab, coming to meet him; and he greeted him and said to 

him, ‘Is your heart right, as my heart is toward your heart?’ And 

Jehonadab answered, ‘It is.’ Jehu said, ‘If it is, give me your hand.’ So 

he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into the chariot. 
16Then he said, ‘Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD." So 

they had him ride in his chariot.’” 

c. As Jehu attacked and annihilated the evil house of Ahab, he wanted a 

godly man like Jonadab in the chariot with him! He wanted God’s 

blessings! 

d. Before Jonadab’s death, he gave a charge to his children and for his 

descendants -- “Do not drink wine, do not build houses; rather live in 

tents!” 

 

 

C. Jeremiah Tried Everything To “WAKE UP” The People Of Judah From Their 

Sin! He Tried To Bring Them To Repentance And Return To God And His 

Ways! 

1. He tried to FRIGHTEN them and to SHAME them to wake them up and get 

them out of their sin! 

 

2. God sent Jeremiah to TEST the Rechabites -- set wine before them and cups 

and urge them to drink wine. As Nebuchadnezzar attacked Judah, the 

Rechabites were driven from their tents into the city of Jerusalem. Hungry 

and thirsty, they still refused the wine set before them by Jeremiah. 

 

3. Their response: “We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our 

father, commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink no wine, you nor your sons, 

forever. 7You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, nor have 

any of these; but all your days you shall dwell in tents, that you may live 

many days in the land where you are sojourners.’ 8Thus we have obeyed the 

voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he charged us, to 

drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, 9nor to 

build ourselves houses to dwell in; nor do we have vineyard, field, or seed. 
10But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and done according to all that 

Jonadab our father commanded us.” 6-10 
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4. God uses the Rechabites to try to motivate the people of Judah to be 

obedient: “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the 

men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ‘Will you not receive 

instruction to obey My words?’ says the LORD. 14‘The words of Jonadab 

the son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons, not to drink wine, are 

performed; for to this day they drink none, and obey their father’s 

commandment. But although I have spoken to you, rising early and 

speaking, you did not obey Me. 15I have also sent to you all My servants the 

prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, ‘Turn now everyone 

from his evil way, amend your doings, and do not go after other gods to 

serve them; then you will dwell in the land which I have given you and your 

fathers.’ But you have not inclined your ear, nor obeyed Me. 16Surely the 

sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of 

their father, which he commanded them, but this people has not obeyed 

Me.’’ 17Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel: 

‘Behold, I will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the 

doom that I have pronounced against them; because I have spoken to them 

but they have not heard, and I have called to them but they have not 

answered.’” 13-17 

 

5. Jeremiah’s praise of the Rechabites: “And Jeremiah said to the house of the 

Rechabites, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Because you 

have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his 

precepts and done according to all that he commanded you, 19therefore thus 

says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Jonadab the son of Rechab shall 

not lack a man to stand before Me forever.” 18,19 (God would protect that 

family; they would continue to exist and thrive!) 

 

 

D. In An Attempt To Stir Up The Jews To Repentance And To Follow God, 

Jeremiah Cites The Rechabites Of About 590 B.C. -- Almost 300 Years After 

Rechab Saw Jehu’s Holy Rage!!!! 

 

 

F. Jonadab was LONG SINCE DEAD; however, 300 Years Later, His Descendants 

Are Still Loyal To His Teaching!!!!! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #17)  Abraham -- The Father Of The Faithful. 

A. James 2:21-23 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 

Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do you see that faith was working together with his 

works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23And the Scripture was fulfilled 

which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God.” 
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B. Abraham’s Faith: 

1. Heb. 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the 

place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 

knowing where he was going.” 

 

2. Heb. 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 

and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18of 

whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ 19concluding that 

God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also 

received him in a figurative sense.” 

 

 

C. Abraham’s DRIVING Or IMPELLING Motivation? 

1. Heb. 11:10 “for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 

and maker is God.” 

 

2. Heaven was his desire, love, and impetus for life!!!!! 

 

 

D. Believers In 2015, Are Following The “Father Of The Faithful -- Abraham!” 

1. He was born about 1996 B.C. 

 

2. God called him about 1921 B.C. 

 

3. He died in 1818 B.C. at the age of 175. 

 

4. Gal. 3:28,29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if 

you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.” 

 

5. Gal. 3:5-7 “Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 

among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 

faith?--6just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.’ 7Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of 

Abraham.” 

 

6. Rom. 4:6-9 “just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 

whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7‘Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8Blessed is 

the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.’ 9Does this blessedness 

then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For 

we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.” 

a. Paul’s point -- ALL SINNERS need justification! 

b. Justification was not found under the Law of Moses! 

c. It is found in Christ and His Blood! 
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d. Justification is NOT for the Jews only -- it is for ALL who believe in 

God and believe in His Son, Jesus Christ!!! 

 

7. The faithful who die in Christ are described as being in “Abraham’s bosom” 

in Paradise! Lk. 16:22 

 

8. (Slide #18)  You And I, Living In And By Faith, Are The Children Of “The 

Father Of The Faithful -- Abraham!” 

a. We live as He lived! 

b. Song: “Father Abraham.” 

“Father Abraham had many sons, 

Many sons had father Abraham, 

I am one of them and so are you, 

So let’s just praised the Lord.” 

 

9. (Slide #19)  Those who are believers in God and Christ today are following 

the example of faithful Abraham OVER 4,000 YEARS LATER!!!!! 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #20)  How Are YOU Living Today? What Are You Passing On To Future 

Generations? 

A. You May Convince Yourself That Is Not As Big Of A Deal In Your Life! 

 

 

B. Illustration: Jukes And Edwards Families: 

 

“New York state sociologists studied two families-the Max Jukes family and the 

family of Jonathan Edwards. 

 

The head of the Max Jukes family (not his real name), was an unbeliever, a man 

with no obvious sense of morals, and he married a girl with similar values. 

Over 1200 of their descendants were studied: 

 

280 were professional vagrants 

130 were sent to a penitentiary for an average of 13 years each 

7 of them were murderers 

100 were alcoholics 

128 were prostitutes 

 Of the 20 who learned a trade, 10 learned it in a state prison. 

None of them made a significant contribution to society. 

On the contrary they cost the state of New York $1,308,000. 
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What about the Jonathan Edwards family? He came from a Christian family and 

married a girl with similar values. 

 

100 became clergy men, missionaries, or theological professors 

Over 100 became college professors 

Over 100 became lawyers 

30 became judges 

Over 60 became physicians 

Over 60 became authors 

There were 75 army or navy officers 

13 became presidents of universities. 

There were numerous giants of industry 

Several became members of congress 

3 became senators 

1 became Vice-President of the United States 

 

 

D. Yesterday, Vicky And I Attended The Rogers Reunion In Lexington, KY. 

1. The legacy of George M. & Maggie Rogers. 

 

2. They LOVED the Lord. 

 

3. Their children remember Papa who had a huge Bible -- 12” x 15”. On rainy 

days, he would sit day after day reading. Oliver learned a lot more than he 

realized -- just listening. 

 

4. They remember Granny whose mother died when she was three or four 

years old. She had to stand in a chair and wash dishes before Grandpa 

married again. She left home at age 14 because her dad was a drunkard to 

live with a family in Morehead, KY. There she worked in a restaurant. She 

hated alcohol; she would not allow anything with any of it in her house, not 

even in medicine. She raised 10 kids; not one ever had a problem with 

alcohol! 

 

 

E. How Far Will Your Actions And Decisions Reach? ONLY GOD KNOWS! 

 

 

F. Take Life SERIOUSLY! Love God With All Your Heart! Live To Be THE 

BEST INFLUENCE YOU CAN BE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME!!!! 

 

 

G. The Best Influence Is To Love Jesus, To Live In Faith, To Be Justified, And To 

Live In View Of Heaven Forever! 

 

 

H. How Are You Living Today? 


