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“WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE 

WORLD? HOW CAN I PROTECT MY 

OWN HEART?” 

 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. WHAT IS GOING ON IN OUR WORLD? 

1. Are you perplexed? 

 

2. Are you astounded? 

 

3. Do you grieve for innocent people being gunned down? 

 

 

B. How Do We As Christians Respond? How Can We Protect Our Own Heart? 

 

 

C. Are You Feeling Nervous? On Edge? 

1. As you hear the news, do you feel more and more fearful? Concerned? 

 

2. Several of you are either active or retired policemen. 

 

3. Several of you are teachers. 

 

4. We all attend worship services and Bible classes. 

 

5. Many of you feel disrespected or even attacked because of who you are: 

a. Christians 

b. Blacks (not Caucasian) 

c. Men (we are in a society that degrades men and idolizes or lionizes 

women. 

d. Women (many men see women as a weak person or a sexual target to 

abuse). 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  The Present-Day Circumstances. 

A. Policemen Being Shot And Killed! 

1. August 28, 2015 -- Houston, TX deputy in uniform shot while filing his car 

with gas. 
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a. There is NO evidence they knew each other or had any kind of 

encounter previously. 

b. The deputy was shot first in the head while he pumped gas into his car 

at a Chevron gas station; then the gun was emptied -- 15 shots in all; he 

was instantly killed. 

c. 30 year old Shannon Miles, a black man, has been arrested. 

 

2. (Slide #4)  Sept. 1, 2015 Lt. Joe Gliniewicz of Fox Lake, IL killed by three 

men (2 white; 1 black). As of today, the perpetrators have not been arrested. 

a. He was supposed to have retired at the end of August. 

b. His superiors asked him to work 1 more month. 

 

 

B. (Slide #5)  August 25, 2015 -- TV Reporter And Cameraman Killed By Former 

Colleague. 

1. Vester Flanagan, 41 year old black man, known as Bryce Williams on TV, 

shot and killed Allison Parker, TV reporter and Adam Ward, her 

cameraman. 

 

2. He shot them while they were on air at 6:46 AM. 

 

3. At 8:26 he sent a 23 page fax to ABC news explaining why he did what he 

did. 

 

4. Then he posted video of the shooting from his cellphone on Facebook. 

 

5. (Slide #6)  Two young lives with great hopes, dreams, and career paths 

were snuffed out -- Allison Parker and Adam Ward. 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  Riots Because Policemen Kill Young Black Men. 

1. 25 year old Freddy Gray in Baltimore, MD; he was arrested on April 12, 

2015 and died of spinal injuries on April 19, 2015. 

 

2. April 27, 2015 -- 20 year old Terrence Kellom in Detroit as police served a 

warrant against him at his house. 

 

3. August, 9, 2015 -- 18 year old Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO 

 

4. These have led to peaceful demonstrators and raucous rioters in the streets. 

 

5. There have been demonstrations in Seattle, WA, Portland, OR, Oakland, 

CA, Detroit, MI, Chicago, IL, Washington D.C., New York, NY, 

Philadelphia, PA, Cincinnati, OH, Baltimore, MD, and Ferguson, MO. 

 

6. Looting and rampage have occurred. 
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7. Cry in recent protest in Minnesota: “Pigs in a blanket, fry’em like bacon.” 

 

 

D. Fear In Schools. 

 

 

E. (Slide #8)  Fear In Churches. 

 

 

F. Exaltation Of Ungodly Actions. 

1. (Slide #9)  Homosexual “marriages” legalized in the U.S. 

a. Many business people face decisions -- wedding planners, cake makers, 

and jewelers! 

b. Court Clerks -- Kim Davis of Rowan County, KY (Morehead) arrested 

Thursday, 9-3-2015. 

2. Hidden Camera Interviews With Planned Parenthood Leaders openly 

discussing selling aborted baby parts for stem cell research. (You don’t 

know how much if any of the videos are doctored.) 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #10)  WHY Is All Of This Happening? We Are Confronting An Evil 

World! 

A. (Slide #11)  EVIL Exists In The World! 

1. Gen. 6:5,11-12 “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually…..11The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was 

filled with violence. 12So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was 

corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.” 

 

2. II Tim. 3:1-5 “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 
2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3unloving, 

unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
4traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
5having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people 

turn away!” 

 

 

B. (►)  God Has Been Rejected! 

1. Rom. 1:18-25 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, 

for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
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were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed 

the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man-

-and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24Therefore God 

also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor 

their bodies among themselves, 25who exchanged the truth of God for the 

lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 

blessed forever. Amen.” 

 

2. And when God is rejected, there is no end to the abundance of sin! 

a. Rom. 1:26-32 “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For 

even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 
27Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned 

in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 

shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which 

was due. 28And even as they did not like to retain God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things 

which are not fitting; 29being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 

immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 
30backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 

things, disobedient to parents, 31undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, 

unforgiving, unmerciful; 32who, knowing the righteous judgment of 

God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not 

only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.” 

b. Godless people practice very kind of godless action! 

 

 

C. (►)  When Evil Abounds, Nations And Citizens Suffer! 

1. Pr. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any 

people.” 

 

2. Let’s face it -- America is NOT a Christian nation; it never has been! It did 

have values that were more focused upon God’s Will; that is NOT true 

today! 

 

3. We are a representative republic -- we are ruled by loud lobbyists! 

 

4. Gal. 6:7,8 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, that he will also reap. 8For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 

reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap 

everlasting life.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #12)  Biblical Principles To Help Us Navigate This Evil World! 

A. (Slide #13)  Exalt God In Your Heart! 



 5 

1. Believe in Him; Trust Him; Submit to Him! 

 

2. Mt. 22:37 “Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’” 

 

3. Mt. 6:33 “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” 

 

4. Col. 3:2 “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

 

5. Seek HIS Mind, HIS Will! 

 

 

B. (►)  Respect Human Life! 

1. Gen. 1:26,27 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according 

to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 

birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ 27So God created man in His own 

image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 

them.” 

 

2. Ps. 8:5 ESV “Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor.” 

 

3. Gen. 9:6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For 

in the image of God He made man.” 

 

4. One who respects human life is not going to be going out shooting people, 

conducting abortions, or being a part of riotous rampages! 

 

 

C. (►)  Be Respectful Of Other’s Circumstances! 

1. Practice the “Golden Rule!” 

a. Mt. 7:2 “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to 

them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

b. Try to understand where others are coming from! 

 

2. Those in authority -- handle your authority respectfully! 

a. Policemen -- learn something from God’s guidance to masters with 

authority. 

b. Eph. 6:9 “And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up 

threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there 

is no partiality with Him.” 

c. Col. 4:1 “Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, 

knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.” 

d. Be VERY cautious about the difference in EXCESSIVE force versus 

RESPECTFUL force. 

 



 6 

3. Citizens -- respect governmental authority! 

a. Rom. 13:1-7 “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist 

are appointed by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 

the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on 

themselves. 3For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 

you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will 

have praise from the same. 4For he is God’s minister to you for good. 

But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 

he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 

evil. 5Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also 

for conscience' sake. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for they 

are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7Render 

therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 

whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.” 

b. Understand that policemen are very nervous because of the present 

circumstances! 

 

 

D. (►)  If You Face Inequities And Injustices, Deal With Them Peaceably And 

Legally! 

1. Many feel disrespected -- “We’re angry because of this system we've lived 

in forever. We want equality of justice.” 

 

2. Like Paul, appeal to Caesar! To Festus -- Ac. 25:11,12 

 

3. Use the courts to defend and protect yourself! Don’t get a gun and 

immediately try to kill someone! 

 

4. Listen to Jesus’ advice and actions! 

a. Mt. 5:5 “Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.” 

1. Those who control their emotions will not do harm to others; they 

will live on; those who are loose cannons will constantly be in 

fights and will end up dead!  

2. The controlled will continue to live and thus will inherit the earth! 

b. Observe what Jesus said to Peter during His arrest: Mt. 26:52 “But 

Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the 

sword will perish by the sword.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #14)  Understand That There Are “Bad Eggs” In EVERY Group! 

1. There are “bad eggs” in every race (red, yellow, black and white!) 

 

2. There are “bad eggs” in every age group (senior citizens, adults, young 

adults, and teens!) 
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3. There are “bad eggs” in every profession (policemen, TV stations, or 

ministers)! 

 

4. Be careful that you do not see every person of every race or every job as 

vile; IT IS NOT TRUE!!!! 

 

 

F. (►)  Be A Respectful, Upstanding Citizen! 

1. Eph. 4:28 “Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, 

working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give 

him who has need.” 

 

2. Don’t sponge off of society; be a giver to society! II Thess. 3:10 “For even 

when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, 

neither shall he eat.” 

a. This is NOT talking about the handicapped and maimed! 

b. It is NOT talking about the aged and incapable! 

c. It is talking about healthy, strong adults! 

 

 

G. (►)  Think For Yourself! 

1. Don’t get caught up in letting others think for you! 

 

2. Don’t get caught up in MOB-MENTALITY! 

 

3. Get the facts before you lose your cool; often it is weeks before the fact are 

truly known! 

 

4. Don’t just see things from YOUR perspective! 

a. It is AMAZING to see the anger that different groups have for each 

other because they see things only through their own lens and their own 

perspective. 

b. You hear these slogans: 

1. “BLACK lives matter!” YES THEY DO! 

2. “ALL lives matter!” YES THEY DO! 

3. “COPS lives matter!” YES THEY DO! 

4. I will add one: “BABIES lives matter!” YES THEY DO! 

c. The reality, every person matters, should be respected, but also should 

respect others!!!!! 

 

5. There are a lot of things in cases you may never understand unless you dig 

deeper! 

a. Many are habitual criminals. 

1. Some are constantly in trouble with the law. 

2. They are in and out of jail continually! 

3. Many who have been in trouble with the law numerous times have 

so much violence! 
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b. Underlying mental illnesses 

1. Shannon Miles who shot Deputy Goforth had been in a mental 

institution in 2012; he had been deemed mentally incompetent for 

assault of a homeless person. The charges were dropped because 

authorities could not find the person he had assaulted. 

2. Family said he had mental illnesses. 

 

c. Suicide by cop. 

1. Some want to die. 

2. They would rather die than be arrested and in jail. Flanagan told 

his friend, “Man, I’m not going to prison. I’m going to shoot 

myself in the head.” 5 hours later he shot himself as officers closed 

in on him on the interstate. 

3. Others will use fake guns and appear to be shooting an officer or 

an innocent person. 

4. Others may kill some, then try to kill themselves or get officers to 

shoot them. 

5. There is thought that this may be the motive of Gilbert Flores 

killed in Dallas, TX  

a. One source quoted him saying, “I am going to die today.” 

b. He had a knife in his hand. 

d. Copycat murders. 

1. Vester Flanagan was inspired by Dylan Roof’s massacre of 9 black 

churchgoers in Charleston. 

2. You see this in many instances -- school shootings, cinema 

shootings, police attacks. 

3. Vester Flanagan told ABC news that he admires other mass killers. 

e. Seeking fame -- a minute of glory! 

1. Some of these people crave fame. 

2. In their narcissism, they want people to KNOW them! 

f. “I do NOT wanna get old!” 41 year old Vester Flanagan told his friend 

before he killed himself. 

g. Resentment because their lifestyle is not accepted. 

 

 

H. (►)  NEVER Become Addicted To Sin And Then Hate Everyone Who Does 

Not Practice Your Sin! 

1. This happens so often! 

 

2. Vester Flanagan told ABC news that he felt discriminated against all his life 

because he was a gay black man. He said, “I’ve been a human powder keg 

for a while, just waiting to go BOOM!!!!!” 

 

3. If you are going to live a sinful lifestyle (WHATEVER IT IS -- lying, 

stealing, fornicating, living in adultery, or living a homosexual lifestyle), 

don’t blame others because they do not accept it! 
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4. However, many feel different and resent it that others see them as different! 

 

 

I. (Slide #15)  Revenge Is Mentally Cancerous And Addictive! 

1. If you are mistreated, DO NOT SEEK REVENGE! 

 

2. God says, “DON’T DO IT!” 

a. Lev. 19:18 “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against 

the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the LORD.” 

b. Pr. 24:29 “Do not say, ‘I will do to him just as he has done to me; I will 

render to the man according to his work.’” 

c. Rom. 12:17 “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in 

the sight of all men.” 

d. Rom. 12:19 “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place 

to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the 

Lord.” 

e. I Thess. 5:15 “See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but 

always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.” 

f. I Pet. 3:9 “not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 

contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may 

inherit a blessing.” 

 

3. Look at Jesus’ example: 

a. I Pet. 2:23 “who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when 

He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who 

judges righteously;” 

b. “Father, forgive them!” Lk. 23:34 

 

4. Comprehend the horrible impact of revenge: 

a. When the Hivite Shechem raped their sister Dinah, Simeon and Levi 

killed all of the Hivite men, captures their wives and children, and took 

all their possessions! Gen. 34:25 

b. After Amnon raped his sister Tamar, Absalom seethed and stewed for 

two years; he finally killed Amnon! II Sa. 13:23-29 

c. Because Elijah defeated all of her idolatrous prophets, Jezebel 

threatened to kill him before the end of the next day! I Ki. 19:2 

d. Because of his hate for Mordecai who refused to honor him, Haman 

plotted to kill every Jew on the face of the earth! 

e. Herodias hated John for condemning her adultery; she asked for the 

head of John the Baptizer on a platter! Mk. 6:19-24 

 

5. Jesus said, “Don’t seek an ‘eye for an eye’; love your enemy!” Mt. 5:38-48 

 

6. Scram-let this week: “A wise man once said that an eye for an ey will make 

the whole world blind!” 
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J. (►)  Let God Define Sin! 

1. The world does not define sin; typically it legitimizes and legalizes it! 

 

2. GOD tells us what sin is! 

 

3. Why Christians Oppose Homosexuality: THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS 

“Homosexual Marriage” Biblically! 

a. God designed marriage as a union between a man and a woman. 

1. Gen. 2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

2. Mt. 19:4,5 “And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you not 

read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and 

female,’ 5and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 

and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 

one flesh’?” 

3. Mk. 10:6 “But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them 

male and female.’” 

b. Biology as well as God’s Will teaches this! 

c. God has ALWAYS condemned homosexual activity! 

1. Sodom and Gomorrah 

2. Lev. 18:22 “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an 

abomination.” 

3. Lev. 20:13 “If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, 

both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be 

put to death. Their blood shall be upon them.” 

4. Rom. 1:26,27 “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. 

For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is 

against nature. 27Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 

the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men 

committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the 

penalty of their error which was due.” 

5. I Cor. 6:9,10 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

4. However, observe, fornication, adultery, and incest are JUST AS 

ABOMINABLE in God’s sight as homosexuality! 

 

 

K. (►)  Don’t Compromise And Don’t Concede Your Values Because Others 

Disagree! 
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Conclusion: 

A. Yes, It Is A Dangerous World. 

 

 

B. Make A Difference By Being What God Wants You To Be! 

 

 

C. (Slide #16)  What They World Needs Now -- JESUS!!!!!! 

1. It is NOT more policemen! 

 

2. It is NOT more government! 

 

3. It is NOT more guns! 

 

4. THE answer to violence, sin, hate, revenge, etc. is ONE PERSON -- JESUS 

CHRIST! 

 

5. It is people following Him with all their heart!!! Will YOU be one? 


