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Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
I. There have been several lately that I hope are in your prayers. 
 

A. Our prayer list has been fairly long of individuals that are suffering from sickness and 
disease, others struggling because of the loss of loved ones, and others just struggling 
with life. 

 
B. And to all those that are struggling, I hope you recognize that many have been praying 

and thinking of you! 
 

II. Yet, as important as it is that we are praying for others have you ever just communicated to 
someone else that you indeed are praying for them. 

 
A. We have the absolutely awesome ability to approach God in prayer and intercede on 

behalf of others. 
 

1. And folks that puts us in some great company.  The Bible teaches that both 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit intercede for us to the Father. 

 
 Romans 8:26-27, 34 
 “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we 

should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 
He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” 

 
 “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, 

who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” 
 
2. Intercession or interceding means speaking on the behalf of someone else. 
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3. Let me encourage you to look to those that are struggling for whatever reason 
and intercede on their behalf to God; and as we talked about this morning when 
good things happen for others again intercede for them with thanksgiving to 
God. 

 
B. Yet, do not stop there!  Let me also encourage you to go to those in whom you are 

praying and let them know! 
 

1. Let them know that they are important to you and that you have talked to God 
for their benefit. 

 
2. And relate specifically what you are saying to God for them. 
 

a. David, I am praying that all your hard work for the church plant will be 
blessed and many will come to know Christ for your efforts.  
 
Jared Cox, Zeke Flemming, Mason Hart, Koty Miles, Robbie Shifflet, 
Emma Stevens, Mike Utley, and Madison Wiemer; I am praying that 
your senior year in High School goes well and that your future plans are 
blessed. 
 
Ray Justice, Stephen Rogers, Ken Rayborn, Jerome Steward, and Steve 
Dalp; I am praying for you as elders that your service for this 
congregation is fruitful.  I pray that your decisions are based in wisdom 
and concern for this congregation. 
 

b. If we are specific to others about what we are mentioning to God then 
indeed it demonstrates our abiding love to them. 

 
III. In our lesson today we are going to see that this is exactly what Paul is doing for the church in 

Ephesus. 
 

A. Paul relates to the good Christian people of this congregation that he had been praying 
for them. 

 
B. He identifies three things to them. 
 

1. He relates the purpose or the occasion for his prayer.  (Ephesians 1:15) 
 
2. He also presents the content or the substance of his prayer for them.  

(Ephesians 1:16-19) 
 
3. And then he closes by setting forth the benefits or expansion that his prayer 

provides.  (Ephesians 1:19-23) 
 

C. Let us notice this heart felt prayer of Paul’s and learn several lessons that we can apply 
into our prayer lives! 
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Text: 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
“Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 
do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 
the eyes of your understandingfn being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His 
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power 
which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. Paul relates the occasion of his prayer. 
 
 Ephesians 1:15 
 “Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,” 
 

A. This section of Scripture begins with the word “Therefore” (NKJV), “For this reason” 
(NIV).  This means that what Paul is about to say is in reference to what he just stated! 

 
1. Paul had just reminded these individuals about their faith in the Message of 

Christ and how they had accepted the “gospel” of salvation.  (13) 
 
2. He also relates that because they had believed then they were “sealed” (NKJV) 

or “marked” (NIV) by the Holy Spirit. 
 

a. This “seal” or “mark” is the Greek word “σφραγίζω” - sfrä-gē'-zō which 
means something visible and proof-able. 

 
b. I personally believe that these are in reference to the miraculous gifts 

that were available during the first century. 
 
c. These miracles that the Ephesus church members could perform were 

the proof that they had properly believed and followed God’s divine 
Message. 

 
B. With this understood Paul relates that he and others had heard of the faith and 

spirituality of these brothers and sisters in Ephesus.  (15) 
 

1. Paul is commending them for their faith and devotion to the Lord and His will. 
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2. He is also thankful for their love that they had demonstrated to other faithful 

saints. 
 

a. When we do for others; caring for them, serving them, assisting them, 
etc.; then Jesus stated that we are in essence doing these good deeds to 
Him. 

 
 Matthew 25:40 
 “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 

these My brethren, you did it to Me.’” 
 
b. So examine yourself for a moment!  Are you demonstrating your love to 

other faithful Christians in the actions that you are doing? 
 
 John 13:35 
 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
 
 I John 3:18 
 “My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and 

in truth.” 
 

3. And notice that the Ephesians loved “all the saints!” 
 

a. There was no distinction of certain individuals or certain groups. 
 
b. They were offering their love to all; the rich and poor, the wise and un-

wise, and to all nationalities and races of people. 
 

II. So, Paul offers the occasion or purpose of his prayer but now he relates the substance or 
content of his prayer for the Ephesians. 

 
 Ephesians 1:16-19 
 “do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His 
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power” 
 
A. The purpose of Paul’s prayer is two-fold. 
 

1. He offers his thanksgiving to God for them.  (16) 
 
2. He also presents His wish or desire for the Ephesian Christians.  (17-19) 
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B. Paul is so very thankful for the Christians in Ephesus! 
 

1. Notice the heart felt expression of Paul, he relates that he never ceases to offer 
to God his thanksgiving for these god people. 

 
a. This tells us about Paul and his heart!  He is so concerned about the 

welfare of fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
b. Throughout his epistles, Paul relates His devotion and love for those 

that were living godly lives.  (Romans 16:4; Colossians 1:3; I 
Thessalonians 1:2) 

 
2. A remarkable feature of Paul’s life was the love and thanksgiving that he had for 

other Christians. 
 
3. And today, we ought to strive to follow his example.  The greatest environment 

to be associated with ought to be our church family.  Being together ought to 
bring us great joy and thanksgiving!  We are with God’s precious people. 

 
C. Paul then relates his wish list for the Ephesians. 
 

1. Paul prayed to God that they receive the “spirit of wisdom.”  (17) 
 

a. Wisdom within the Lord’s church is so very important! 
 
b. We need our leadership, the elders and deacons, to use good wisdom as 

they look forward to the future and they plan for our congregation. 
 
c. We need our ministers and teachers to possess godly wisdom as they 

prepare and present their lessons. 
 
d. We need each member to have wisdom as we inter-relate to one 

another. 
 
e. James relates that we ought to ask for wisdom when we pray to God. 
 
 James 1:5 
 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 

and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
 
f. Of course wisdom is gained when we search within the Truth of God’s 

Word and are obedient to it! 
 
 I Corinthians 1:23-24 
 “but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 

Greeks foolishness, 
 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God.” 
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 2. Paul desired that they also receive “revelation in the knowledge” of God.  (17) 
 

a. There are a couple of Greek words for knowledge! 
 

1) The Greek word “γνῶσις” - gnō'-sēs refers to a general 
intelligence or understanding. 

 
2) The other Greek word is “ἐπίγνωσις” - e-pē'-gnō-sēs which 

means a precise or correct knowledge. 
 
 This word is used many times in Scripture to refer to the precise 

knowledge of things that are divine. 
 

b. This is the word used here in Ephesians 1:17.  Paul wants his fellow 
Christians to have a deeper or precise knowledge of godly things. 

 
c. We today need to recognize the importance of this deeper knowledge 

of God that comes through a study of His Word and obedience to it! 
 

1) This is the reason we need to be having family devotionals and 
study times.  This is the reason for our Bible classes and other 
times of study. 

 
2) We ought to desire constantly for a greater knowledge of God’s 

Word! 
 
3. Paul’s prayer relates that he desired the Ephesians to have wisdom and 

knowledge so that the eyes of their hearts are enlightened!  (18) 
 

a. We understand that our hearts are the seat of our emotions, intellect, 
and our personal will. 

 
b. And we also know that our heart is what determines our behavior and 

conduct. 
 
 Proverbs 23:7 
 “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” 
 
c. So again, we must apply Paul’s desire for the Ephesians to us today!   
 

Can we do a check-up on our heart?  Are we truly allowing the wisdom 
and knowledge of God to penetrate our hearts so that our manner of 
life and conduct reflects that of God? 
 

4. Paul proceeds to tell them the things he wishes their eyes of understanding 
could truly recognize. 
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a. He wanted them and of course us as well to recognize the “hope of His 
calling.”  (18) 

 
1) For those that have listened to the calling of God and Christ 

through the Gospel and accepted Their calling through faith and 
obedience have no idea what opportunities that might be given 
to them to serve and honor God. 

 
2) When we first became Christians we did not know what laid 

ahead for us, we never knew what we might be able to 
accomplish for the Lord. 

 
3) Just a few short years ago we did not recognize our church plant 

in Cincinnati.  We did not know the opportunities that were and 
are being given to us.  And now, everyone of us have a chance 
to be directly involved in the work of the Lord in Cincinnati!  Are 
you going to accept the hope of the calling of God? 

 
4) Paul wanted the Ephesians and even us today to a look to 

opportunities and challenges in the work of the Lord!  He want 
us to understand the hope of God’s calling! 

 
b. Paul also wanted these brothers and sisters in Christ to see the “riches 

of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.”  (18) 
 

1) We cannot fully understand and appreciate the inheritance of 
Heaven, yet we have a promise of an eternal home with Deity. 

 
2) Friends, we have an existence that is waiting for us that is truly 

indescribable!  The Bible writers have attempted to describe it 
for us however it is simply not possible. 

 
3) The more we study and live for Christ the stronger our hope 

becomes for this eternal home with God. 
 

c. Paul desires that we understand the “exceeding greatness of His power 
toward us.”  (19) 

 
1) Paul is speaking about the glorious state of those that are 

believers in Christ. 
 
2) Because we are God’s children when we have access to the 

power of our Father who will deliver us from all difficulties, 
persecutions, and struggles of this world. 

 
 Philippians 4:13 
 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
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 I Corinthians 10:13 
 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 

man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 

 
3) Friends, we have access to the throne of the all-knowing, all 

sovereign and eternal God!  What a wonderful and awesome 
blessing! 

 
III. Paul then offers the benefits that he desired would come from his prayer for the Ephesians. 
 
 Ephesians 1:19-21 
 “and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of His mighty power 
which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 
 
A. Paul closes this prayer by addressing God’s infinite power.  (19-21) 
 

1. He reminds us of the Lord’s resurrection from the grave that demonstrates the 
immense power of Deity!  (19-20) 

 
2. Yet, God’s power continues to be recognized by the fact that the resurrected 

Christ is now seated at the right hand of God in Heaven.  (20) 
 
3. And He is far above all other powers!  He is above “all principality and power 

and might and dominion, and every name that is named.”  (21) 
 
4. Christ has “all authority!” 
 

B. Equally noted then, the Lord’s dominion of authority is recognized!  (22-23) 
 

1. Paul relates that “all things” are under His feet! 
 

a. Then Paul states that “all things” are under His authority, then I does 
not exclude anyone or anything! 

 
b. Our religious world today attempts to advocate that you do not 

necessarily have to know or follow Christ. 
 

Many are stating that those in Judaism are okay, that those with sincere 
hearts in other non-Christian believes will be okay! 
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c. Because Jesus has authority over “all things” then we must understand 
that only through Him can salvation be found. 

 
 John 14:6 
 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me.” 
 

2. Jesus has authority “over all things to the church.” 
 

a. Christ is the head of the church. 
 
 Ephesians 5:23 
 “…as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.” 
 
b. Being the head of the church then He is the one to determine who is 

accepted within the church, how the church is to be governed, how it is 
to worship, and how its members are to live their lives. 

 
 Colossians 3:17 
 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 
 

3. Paul then emphases that the church is the Lord’s body. 
 

a. The church is the Lord’s body because it belongs to Him, and He is its 
Head. 

 
 Colossians 1:18 
 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 
preeminence.” 

 
b. Just as our physical bodies takes it direction and orders from its head, 

the same is true within the spiritual body! 
 
c. There is no one that can take the place of the true head of the church!  

Therefore let us endeavor to listen and obey Him! 
 

4. It is in Christ that we find the fullness of all things!  Jesus is the fullness of God, 
He is God; and the fullness of His eternal blessings is only found within His body! 

 
Conclusion: 
 
I. As we study and ponder over Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians let us notice: 
 

A. That he called all followers of Christ to have clear thinking through wisdom, knowledge 
and understanding about our faith and future heavenly glory! 
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B. Plus, this prayer affirms that Christ is the Head of the church and has complete and all 
authority; therefore we ought to listen to and abide in His authority! 

 
II. It is my prayer this evening that everyone within the auditorium and within the hearing of this 

message be saved from their sins by the power of Almighty God! 
 

A. We see from Paul that Christ has the authority to relate what we must do in acceptance 
of His divine grace! 

 
1. By the authority of Christ to be saved everyone must develop faith in Christ and 

His Message! 
 

a. The Bible states that faith comes by hearing the Word of God.  (Romans 
10:17) 

 
b. If we can assist you by studying the Lord’s Message, the Bible, then 

allow us to do so.  We are more than willing to help you learn God’s 
Word and develop faith in His Message. 

 
2. If you have developed proper faith and desire to accept the Lord’s salvation 

through obedience then again we are willing to help. 
 
 Come this evening repenting of our sins, confessing the name of Christ as your 

Savior and One in authority over you, and then being immersed so that His 
blood will come in contact to you and save you! 

 
3. As a child of God, possibly you have fallen back into a pattern of sin, let us 

encourage you to repent and come back to your Lord and Master. 
 
4. If you are just struggling and need us to pray for you!  What a privilege!  We all 

desire greatly to intercede for you! 
 
5. If we can help, let it be known as we stand and sing! 


