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Serving Others! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
I. The word “service” in the original Greek has an interesting meaning. 
 

A. It is closely tied to the “service” that the priests fulfilled around the Tabernacle 
or Temple during the Old Testament period.  (Blue Letter Bible, Strong’s #G2999) 

 
1. Because of this many equate service to refer to one’s worship to God. 
 
2. And indeed worshiping God is a “sacred service” to God, however this 

word has a broader or more general meaning. 
 

B. The word “service” also has the meaning of rendering your abilities for hire! 
 

1. This would relate to any employment opportunity. 
 
2. If I hire one of the young people to mow my yard then they are providing 

a service for me! 
 

C. So, we see a broad scope of this word and how it is used. 
 

II. From a spiritual point of view, the word service continues with this broad point of view 
as well. 

 
A. Paul encouraged the Roman Christians and therefore all of us to be sacrificial as 

we live our lives for Christ because this is our service to Him. 
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 Romans 12:1 
 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.” 

 
1. Some versions use the word “worship” for service within this passage; 

yet, again such narrows its meaning. 
 
2. Not all we do is worship, which is when I determine and purpose to pay 

homage to God. 
 
3. Yet, everything in my life that I do as a Christian ought to be in service to 

Deity! 
 
4. If I go to a Tennessee Volunteers football game on a particular Saturday 

afternoon, then my conduct and behavior at that game ought to 
represent and honor Jesus Christ.  On Sunday morning when I come to 
worship Deity, I again respect and honor my Lord! 

 
B. In every opportunity and every venue of life, I ought to be representing and 

serving my Lord so that that He is honored and glorified. 
 

1. And let me challenge you to take your service for the Lord seriously! 
 
2. Do not just passively go through life, but look for opportunities to better 

serve the Lord at work, at school, at recreation, and all times of life! 
 

C. Folks, we are servants within the Lord’s kingdom, every single day of our lives. 
 

1. Therefore we ought to be serving in His kingdom. 
 
2. We ought to be working so that the Lord’s kingdom will be noticed and 

others will desire to be part of His citizenship! 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. Within the Lord’s kingdom, His church, there ought to be activity! 
 

A. The Bible portrays Christians in various manners most of which denote their 
activity and service to God and each other. 

 
1. Jesus relates that we are a branch of Him that bears fruit!  (John 15:1-8) 
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a. We are to be active in bringing others to Christ, if not then we will 
be cut off from the branch which is Christ. 

 
b. Jesus relates that when we bear much fruit then we show 

ourselves to be His disciples.  (8) 
 

2. Paul teaches that we are to be farmers, sowing generously so that there 
will be a generous harvest.  (II Corinthians 9:6) 

 
a. Paul on another occasion referenced himself and his fellow 

servant Apollos as farmers while God provides the growth.  (I 
Corinthians 3:6) 

 
b. We are to be active in farming for the Lord, sowing the seed of 

the kingdom of God. 
 

3. Paul gives another illustration that we are to be active like athletes that 
run in a race.  (I Corinthians 9:24-27) 

 
a. We know that good athletes must train and work hard to be 

affective in their sport.  Half-hearted athletes will and do not 
succeed!   

 
b. For us to be affective within the kingdom of Christ then we must 

be completely, whole hearted involved; being active in servicing 
the Lord. 

 
B. When we are active within the body of Christ then we will see many benefits. 
 

1. We will be Useful!  Paul teaches us that as Christian we are to be 
prepared and useful for every good work. 

 
 II Timothy 2:20-21 
 “In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of 

wood and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use. 
 Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for 

special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do 
any good work.” 

 
2. We will also be Profitable!  Paul on one occasion related that a fellow 

Christian, Mark, would be useful or helpful to him.  (II Timothy 4:11) 
 

a. We must live lives that are useful and profitable for others! 
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b. It ought to be our ultimate goal to be helpful and profitable for 
God and His work. 

 
C. These descriptors and actions demonstrate that the Lord’s church, we as 

Christians ought to be active and involved! 
 

II. Christians are to also be workers! 
 

A. Again there are several passages that identify us as workers and labors. 
 

1. Paul relates that the Christians in Thessalonica were workers through 
their faith and love. 

 
I Thessalonians 1:3 
“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

2. He wrote to Timothy encouraging him to do his best in presenting himself 
to God as a worker of the word! 

 
 II Timothy 2:15 
 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth.” 

 
3. The Lord encouraged us to be labors in His field of harvest.  (Matthew 

9:37-38) 
 

B. And as we work for the Lord, we know that our labor and service will not be in 
vain! 

 
 I Corinthians 15:58 
 “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

 
C. In having a heart for the work and labor needed within the Lord’s kingdom, 

when we need to insure that we have the right attitude. 
 

1. We must have gratitude for the privilege to work! 
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 I Timothy 1:12 
 “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service.” 
 
2. We must have an initiative or willingness to work!  This means we set the 

example of working without having to be prodded. 
 
 I Timothy 4:12 
 “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 

example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in 
purity.” 

 
3. We must have a positive attitude concerning work!  Paul encourages us 

to do our work “without grumbling or arguing.”  (Philippians 2:14) 
 
4. And we must have an enthusiastic attitude as well. 
 

a. The Christians in Corinth had given much to assist others and they 
did so without be reluctant or having a “had to” feeling. 

 
b. Their attitude was to give with an open and cheerful heart. 

 
 II Corinthians 9:7 
 “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 

 
III. So as Christians we are to active workers willing to serve because we are the Lord’s 

servants! 
 

A. We come into our relationship with Christ with the understanding of our total 
commitment to Deity. 

 
1. Being a servant means that our focus is no longer upon ourselves but 

rather our Lord and Master. 
 
2. We become the Lord’s slave! 
 
3. And we need to understand that such is our way of life for the rest of our 

lives!  This is that “presenting your bodies as a living sacrifice” concept! 
 
 Philippians 2:4-7 
 “not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 

others. 
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 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: 

 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 

 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.” 

 
B. As we strive to be servant of God, we must recognize the hindrances that can 

sometimes get in our way. 
 

1. It is very easy at times to our confidence and commitment in the wrong 
Master! 

 
 Matthew 6:24 
 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other…” 
 
2. It is also very easy to be neglectful!   
 

a. We have all fallen to knowing what we need to accomplish, 
however we allow other concerns and situations get in the way. 

 
b. The writer of Hebrews encouraged us not to be lazy but to be 

diligent. 
 
 Hebrews 6:11-12 
 “We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very 

end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 
 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who 

through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.” 
 
c. So let us stay diligent in our service for Christ! 
 

3. Yet, sometimes the hindrance of pride and our own self-centeredness 
gets in the way of our service to God and others! 
 

 Philippians 2:3 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves,” 
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IV. I am so thankful to be part of a congregation that truly have active workers serving the 
Lord and others. 

 
A. And this past summer demonstrates this truth!  We have had several groups and 

individuals demonstrate their willingness to serve the Lord. 
 

1. Several of you went on the evangelistic campaign with David to Nevis. 
 
2. There were several weeks of camp where many of you work on staff as 

teachers, counselors, kitchen help, directors and much more. 
 
3. We made a big strive in our work in Cincinnati with the hiring of TJ 

Gifford and the start of his work there! 
 
4. A couple of weeks ago Danny Weddle, Trent Burton, Aaron Darnall, Elijah 

Johnson, and Micah Holloman went to Guyana on a mission trip teaching 
others the Gospel of Christ and conducing a Vacation Bible School. 

 
4. Another service in which several were involved is our Teen Campaign this 

year to Vincennes, IN. 
 

B. As we conclude our thought this evening, I do want to offer a brief report of the 
activities, the work, and the service that our young people provided for the 
Central Church of Christ in Vincennes, IN. 

 
V. Our young people indeed presented an example of Christ in assisting and helping others. 
 

A. Many of you might be asking:  Why Vincennes? 
 

1. Last year David and I talked about returning to Cincinnati for our 
campaign because we just knew that such would be necessary and 
beneficial for our church plant. 

 
a. However we did not anticipate how long it would take to fine our 

evangelist for the work there, no one did! 
 
b. Therefore, we worked to have a second or alternative plan just 

encase Cincinnati did not work out. 
 
c. Well, as time grew closer and we recognize that Cincinnati would 

just not be ready, we turned to our alternative plan.  We 
understand that our alternative would be ready to go and as we 
began to work in that direction, they informed us that the dates 
for the campaign would not work with them and we would need 
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to change the dates.  We this was simply not possible to do and 
our alternative plan faltered. 

 
2. As we frantically researched for another plan, I talked with Roger Wright 

during the Preacher’s Camp if he knew of any congregation that would 
benefit from a great group of young people coming and assisting. 

 
3. Roger within an hour had a proposal in my hand for us to come to 

Vincennes, and we therefore accept his offer! 
 

B. In years past with have conducted door knocking campaigns, Vacations Bible 
Schools, Gospel Meetings, Mentoring Programs, Disaster Relief, and much more.  
This year our young people did a collage of many different activities. 

 
1. We knocked on approximately 600 doors around the church building. 
 

a. We invited these neighbors and friends in the community to come 
to worship at the Central congregation. 

 
b. We also encouraged them to listen to the local radio station that 

is owned and operated by the Central Church of Christ. 
 

2. We did several other jobs for the radio station. 
 

a. First, if you are driving through Vincennes tune your radio dial to 
WVJE - 98.7 FM.  You will hear a-cappella gospel music, Bible 
lessons, and encouragement messages all with a Scriptural basis. 

 
 Sorry, we cannot pick up this station here in Evansville, however it 

is Roger’s aim to have the station streaming on the internet 
sometime in the future. 

 
b. Several of our young people sat in front of a computer converting 

over 2,500 audio files from cds and dvds to MP3 computer files so 
that they can be aired on the radio station.  Roger was thrilled 
that this job got completed. 

 
c. When you can listen, you might hear some of our young people 

because several of them assisted Roger by recording station IDs, 
Public Service Announcements, and other quick messages. 

 
 Recordings of McKenna, Michael, Kelsey, Isabella, Shelby, Mason. 
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3. During the week our young people assisted by doing several jobs in 
assisting with the facilities of the church building. 

 
a. They cleaned and washed the church vans. 
 
b. They cleaned the baptistery and all the windows at the church 

building. 
 
c. They straighten and cleaned various storage rooms and supply 

rooms at the church building. 
 
d. They did some landscaping around the building and other odd 

jobs. 
 

4. Probably the most labor intensive work during the week as assisting at 
the preacher’s home. 

 
a. Roger and Mary use their home to assist and help missionaries on 

a regular basis.  They are very involved with mission work in India 
and for the last several years the Vincennes congregation has 
hosted the India Missions Workshop and many of the individuals 
that come that workshop stay in the Wright’s home. 

 
b. They were in the process of added an additional room to their 

home and the young people assisted them in this project. 
 
c. They removed three layers of siding from one side of their house 

and one layer of steel siding from the garage. 
 
d. They then removed a section of the exterior wall of the Wright’s 

house opening it up to the new room. 
 
e. They hung sheet rock on the ceiling and then worked on putting in 

the floor joists and laid the sub-flooring for the new room. 
 
f. They also hung of exterior soffits under the eaves or overhand of 

the house. 
 
g. Stained the outside stair case. 
 

5. Our young people indeed were active workers in service to the church 
and Wright family in Vincennes. 
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6. I have heard several of the young people relate how much they enjoyed 
and appreciated this particular campaign, and indeed they desire our 
appreciation in how they represented God, their families, and 
Washington Ave. 

 
C. Now, here is a note from Roger Wright: 
 
 From:  Central Church of Christ in Vincennes, Indiana, along with Roger and Mary 

Wright 
 

To:  The Youth Group and Leaders from Washington Avenue Church of Christ in 
Evansville, Indiana. 

 
Thank you so much for all of your hard work last week in Vincennes.  The many 
doors that you knocked, contacts that you made, and all the physical labor done 
has made a big difference for us.  We thoroughly enjoyed having you with us and 
feel a debt of gratitude for your good work. 

 
We are so thankful for your fine Christian conduct while you were with us.  Your 
godly example and many acts of service (including the little ones that were done 
without even being asked) showed excellence and maturity. 

 
We also enjoyed being involved with you, including meeting you, your 
participation on Sunday and Wednesday nights. 

 
Thanks again.  You and your families are always welcome here with us.  We look 
forward to serving with you in the service of Jesus, whether together or miles 
apart, until He comes again for us. 

 
Love in Christ, 

 
Roger & Mary Wright for Central Church of Christ - Vincennes. 
 

D. Roger also have given me thank-you notes for each of person that participated in 
this campaign please see me after services to get your particular note. 

 
E. Also want to mention that Chuck McDowell has again made a picture display that 

will be added to the others in the case out in the foyer.  Thank you, Chuck for 
doing this again this year. 
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Conclusion: 
 
I. We are to be active, hardworking, servants for the Lord and His Kingdom! 
 

A. Our service to God is to be a continual diligent every single day commitment for 
our whole lives. 

 
B. This is the commitment that is necessary to truly be part of the Lord’s church! 
 

II. And we ought to be thankful to everyone that is serving the Lord and setting the right 
example for others to follow! 

 
A. There indeed have been some awesome opportunities this summer to serve the 

Lord. 
 
B. Thank you to all those that have served on mission trips, camps, campaigns, and 

so much more. 
 

III. Being in the Lord’s church, His kingdom, is a commitment in giving your all to Christ! 
 

A. We give our all by developing belief or faith in Him through a study of our Lord’s 
precious Word. 

 
B. We give our all to the Lord through our obedience of His Message to us! 
 

1. Repenting from sin! 
 
2. Expressing your commitment to Christ through confession. 
 
3. Being baptized or immersed in water! 
 
4. And then continuing to be actively involved, working and serving Him for 

the rest of your life. 
 

C. This evening if we can assist you in obeying Christ or as a child of God’s repenting 
from something that needs to be corrected in your life; then let us know how we 
can serve you… as we stand and sing! 


