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Thank God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
I. We hear the phrase frequently and it is usual at those times when something extra-

ordinary happens. 
 

A. Someone who you are close to relates an event in their life which was possibly 
one of those “close calls.” 

 
1. Possibly they nearly got hit by a car while walking across the street, it 

barely missed them…  You might hear someone say it then! 
 
2. Or they were in a fairly intense accident yet they are able to walk away 

from the accident without a scratch found on them…  And again you 
might hear it then! 

 
B. Yet, possibly good fortune comes your way and you received an unexpected 

amount of money, you win the Publisher’s Clearing House.  And someone quickly 
states it! 
 

C. I hope that when you hear or you even say this phrase that it truly carries a 
meaningful and serious understanding, however many times I belief people say 
such in just a flippant and superficial matter. 

 
D. Have you heard people in such occasions say:  “Thank God!” 
 

1. I wonder, when someone makes this statement do they really mean at 
the particular time and occasion that we ought to express our deep and 
abiding appreciation to God Almighty? 
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2. Or does such a statement really carry any meaning? 
 
3. I do believe we need to be careful because if we use God’s name in a 

matter where there is no meaning then are we using His name in “vain?” 
 

a. I think we have grown so accustomed to hearing God’s name used 
so frivolously that we have become desensitized. 

 
b. Moses directed the Israelites to properly use God’s name in a 

meaningful and honorable way.  (Exodus 20:7) 
 
c. So let us be careful how we use God’s holy and precious name, 

including Jesus’ name and the Holy Spirit’s! 
 

II. We are to properly show our thanksgiving to God.  There are several passages of 
Scripture that teach us to do such. 

 
A. Paul relates the Christians in Ephesus that we are to continually give thanks to 

God for all things. 
 
 Ephesians 5:20 
 “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ,” 
 
B. He repeats the same thoughts to the church in Thessalonica. 
 
 I Thessalonians 5:18 
 “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 
C. We have such great and wonderful blessings from God and as Christians we 

ought to express our thankfulness to God for these blessings. 
 

III. What I would like to do in our lesson this morning is recognize from our text (Colossians 
1:12-14) five different blessings that we need to understand and truly “Thank God” with 
all our hearts and minds. 

 
 Colossians 1:12-14 

“giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in the light. 
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love, 
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
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Discussion: 
 
I. First, we need to “Thank God” that He allows us to be “qualify” so that they may receive 

Heaven. 
 

Colossians 1:12 
“giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in the light.” 

 
A. The old King James uses the phrase “made us meet.”  The original word (ἱκανόω 

- hē-kä-no'-ō) means: “to make sufficient, render fit.” 
 

1. If it was not for the wonderful grace and mercy of God then we would 
have absolutely no hope for eternity! 

 
Ephesians 2:8  
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God,” 

 
 
2. It is God’s marvelous grace that provides all that is necessary in rendering 

us fit or cleansed from our sins.  
 
3. His grace gives us everything needed to be made sufficient and therefore 

gain salvation. 
 

B. So, how does grace work?  What did God do in order to qualify us for Heaven? 
 

1. The Bible relates that before the world was ever formed that God already 
devised His plan for us. (Ephesians 1:3-4) 

 
2. This eternal plan involved bring one of the divine beings from Heaven,  to 

live a perfect life upon this earth, and to also persecuted and killed as a 
sacrifice for our sins.  This is part of the amazing grace of God. 

 
 I Peter 1:18-20 
 “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver 

or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 
fathers, 

 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot. 

 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you” 
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3. Yet, grace can also be recognized in the fact that God presented to us His 
precious Word. 

 
a. Paul in writing Titus related that God grace teaches us to deny 

ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly.  (Titus 2:11-12) 

 
b. God’s precious Word, the Bible, is also a product of divine grace.  

It has been given to us so that we can study and learn how to 
accept salvation. 

 
c. When grace is first mentioned in the Bible it is in referencing Noah 

of the Old Testament.  (Genesis 6:8)  And then God gives the blue 
print (literally) of how He would save Noah and his family from 
the flood.  Noah had to construct a Barge (Ark) from the plans 
that God gave him. 

 
d. Today, we have God’s grace spiritually and within the Bible we 

learn what God will have us to do to obtain His saving grace. 
 
e. Just as Noah had God’s grace yet he also had to have faith in 

God’s blueprint and he had to obey in order to accomplish God’s 
plan. 

 
 Today, we have the grace of God because it has appeared to 

everyone (Titus 2:11), yet just like Noah we must have faith and 
obedience in God’s plan. 

 
 Ephesians 2:8 
 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
 

4. So God’s provided the necessary sacrifice for our sins, that is grace; plus 
God also provide His Word so that we might know how to accept the His 
salvation that is offered, this is God’s grace as well. 

 
C. When I fully accept the Lord’s grace through my faith then indeed I will obey 

Him. 
 
 Matthew 7:21 
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
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1. When we obey God then we indeed become partakers of Heaven. 
 
 I Peter 1:22-23 
 “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure 
heart, 

 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, 
through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” 

 
2. God has fulfilled His plan by sending His Son to die for our sins, and given 

us the pattern to obey so that we can accept the salvation he offers; this 
is God’s grace that renders us fit to be partakers of God’s inheritance. 

 
 I Peter 1:3-4 
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 

to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you,” 

 
D. For this we ought to “Thank God!” 
 

II. We also need to “Thank God” that He has “delivered us from the power of darkness.”   
 

Colossians 1:13 
“He has delivered us from the power of darkness…” 

 
A. I am sure that most of us have been to Mammoth Cave or to another caving 

system where the guides turn out the lights. 
 

1. It is so dark that it seems like the darkness and blackness can be felt! 
 
2. Darkness might seem to be really neat when you are sitting comfortably 

in Mammoth Cave know that the tour guide will eventually turn the light 
back on. 

 
3. However if you attempted to navigate through that cave in complete 

darkness you would quickly recognize the power that darkness can have 
over you.  It would be impossible to find your way out without a light! 

 
3. And the same is true concerning our walk through this life! 
 

B. Deity relates that our sins have separated us from the true and abundant source 
of light.  Therefore spiritually we are in darkness and separated from God. 
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1. And just like being placed in the middle of Mammoth Cave in complete 
darkness, we must depend upon someone that has the light to guide and 
direct us spiritually. 

 
2. Jesus is our light, and He can direct us out of the spiritual darkness! 

 
John 8:12 
“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He 
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”” 
 

C. When I follow the Light of Jesus Christ then indeed He can bring me out of the 
power of darkness.  For this we need to “Thank God!” 

 
III. We ought to “Thank God” because He delivers us from the power of darkness but 

“Thank God” that He has also transferred us into the “kingdom of the Son of His love.”   
 

Colossians 1:13 
“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love,” 

 
A. Christ does more than just provides me light in a world filled with darkness; 

Christ guides me out of that darkness into His bright shining kingdom. 
 
B. We understand that the Lord’s kingdom is the His church. 
 

1. Jesus related to Peter that upon his confession He would “build” His 
church and then within the next verse Jesus references the church as His 
kingdom.  (Matthew 16:18-19) 

 
2. He also assures the Apostles that His kingdom would come during the 

time of the first century, by relating that many of that time would not 
taste death until His kingdom came into existence.  (Matthew 16:28; 
Mark 9:1) 

 
3. Paul tells the Christians in Colosse that because they had followed the 

Lord then He brought them out of the world and its darkness into His 
Kingdom. 

 
4. And on the Judgment Day when Christ comes again, He will deliver His 

kingdom up to the Father in Heaven. 
 
 I Corinthians 15:24 
 “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 

when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.” 
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C. We should “Thank God” for establishing us within His kingdom, for adding us to 
His church! 

 
 Acts 2:47 
 “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 
 

IV. Let us “Thank God” because He has redeemed us or paid the price for our sins by His 
blood!   

 
Colossians 1:14 
“in whom we have redemption through His blood,…” 
 
A. Do you remember what “redemption” means? 
 

1. It means to “buy back.” 
 
2. Redemption was the word used in buying a slave for the purpose of 

setting them free. 
 

B. Jesus offers us redemption from the darkness and slavery of sin by paying our 
price with His precious blood. 

 
1. Sin is so expensive!  Only the blood of One of the divine beings (Jesus 

Christ) could truly pay the cost for our sin! 
 
 Ephesians 1:7 
 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of His grace” 
 

Hebrews 9:12 
 “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He 

entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption.” 

 
2. Peter relates that extreme price that was paid for our sins. 
 
 I Peter 1:18-19 
 “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver 

or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 
fathers, 

 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” 
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C. So, let us “Thank God” that Christ was willing to pay the extreme price for our 
sins, redeeming us from sin and its power to the freedom that Deity offers. 
 

 Romans 6:17-18 
 “But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from 

the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” 
 

V. Let us “Thank God” because He indeed has made it possible for us to receive 
forgiveness from our sins!   

 
 Colossians 1:14 
 “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

A. God greatly desires that each and every one of us receive His forgiveness! 
 

II Peter 3:9 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.” 
 

B. Jesus has the authority from God to offer forgiveness to us! 
 

1. On an occasion Jesus is about to heal a man that was a paralytic.  He 
ability to heal this man demonstrated His power and ability, however on 
this occasion He wanted to demonstrate the extent of his power! 

 
Mark 2:9-12 
“Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to 
say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to 
forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 
“I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 
Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of 
them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never 
saw anything like this!”” 

 
2. John relates that Christ is just and will indeed forgive us our sins if we are 

willing to accept His salvation through our faithfulness and obedience. 
 
 I John 1:7, 9 

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 
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If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 
C. “Thank God” that He is willing to forgive us of all our sins! 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
I. So, are you truly thankful to our God in Heaven, who truly offers and fulfills so many 

amazing and wonderful blessings to us? 
 
A. I hope that you do not just utter the words “Thank God” when something 

happens in our lives which are unique or not ordinary. 
 
B. We ought to truly say “Thank God” with a heart that is filled sincerity and 

understanding of all the amazing blessings that God given us! 
 

1. He has qualified us to be partakers of His inheritance through His 
marvelous grace. 

 
2. He has delivered us from the darkness of sin. 
 
3. He has transferred or conveyed us into His Son’s kingdom! 
 
4. He has redeemed us with the Lord’s blood! 
 
5. And he has forgiven us. 
 

II. This morning if you want to know more about our loving, gracious, and merciful God 
then we would be willing to assist and help you. 

 
A. We have several individuals that would be more than willing to study God’s 

wonderful message with you. 
 

1. They will not offer their opinions, their ideas, or even their interpretation 
of God’s Message. 

 
2. What they will do is show you God’s simply Word that you can 

understand. 
 
3. They are willing to show you God’s message of how to accept His 

salvation through Christ. 
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B. If you have studied the Lord’s Word and you have developed faith and trust in 
His Word to where you want to obey God’s directives, then do not wait any 
longer. 

 
1. Come today; profess your commitment and allegiance to Christ by 

confessing His name. 
 
2. Come today:  repenting of your past sins by turning to follow God’s 

directives for you life. 
 
3. Come today:  being baptized (immersed) in water, fulfilling the Lord’s will 

and therefore receiving His blood that will wash away your sins. 
 
4. Come today:  willing to give your life to Christ for the remainder of your 

life. 
 

C. If as a child of God’s you have fallen back into a sinful habit or behavior, come 
today, repenting of those sinful actions and being restored to our Heavenly 
Father and His love. 

 
D. If we can assist you right now!  Come as we stand and sing! 

 
 


