
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY IS FALSE DOCTRINE SO 

DANGEROUS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Why Do Ministers And Elders Often Give Cautions About The 

Danger Of False Doctrine? 

1. (►)  Are they paranoid? 

 

2. Are they over-reacting? 

 

3. Do they really believe there is a constant treat from false doctrine? 

 

4. Are they just out of tune with reality? 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  God’s Cautions: 

1. (►)  II Tim. 4:2-4 “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3For the time 

will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 

own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 

themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and 

be turned aside to fables.” 

 

2. (Slide #4)  False teachers can be opponents from outside Christianity; they 

can be Christians, even leaders of the Church! 

a. Ac. 20:29,30 “For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30Also from among 

yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

disciples after themselves.” 

b. It can happen anywhere and in any congregation. 

 

3. (Slide #5)  Elders are to be protective and Tit. 1:9-14 “holding fast the 

faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, 

both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 10For there are many 

insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision, 11whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 
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households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest 

gain. 12One of them, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, 

evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ 13This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them 

sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14not giving heed to Jewish 

fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  God’s Truth Is Crucial! 

1. (►)  Ps. 33:4 “For the word of the LORD is right, And all His work is done 

in truth.” 

 

2. Ps. 119:160 “The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your 

righteous judgments endures forever.” 

 

3. (Slide #7)  Jn. 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

 

4. Ps. 100:5 “For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth 

endures to all generations.” 

 

5. (Slide #8)  The reason for the Church to exist -- pillar and ground of the 

Truth -- I Tim. 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how 

you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of 

the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #9)  Cautions About False Teachers And False Teaching! 

A. (Slide #10)  Mt. 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #11)  I Jn. 4:1-3,5 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 

spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out 

into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses 

that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3and every spirit that does not 

confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the 

spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in 

the world…...5They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and 

the world hears them.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Dangers Of False Doctrine. 

A. (►)  It Leads You Away From God! 

1. Dt. 13:1-5 “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and 

he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, 

of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’--which you 
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have not known--'and let us serve them,’ 3you shall not listen to the words 

of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing 

you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul. 4You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, 

and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him 

and hold fast to Him. 5But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be 

put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the 

LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed 

you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the 

LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil 

from your midst.” 

 

2. (►)  It Brings Condemnation. Tit. 3:10,11 “Reject a divisive man after the 

first and second admonition, 11knowing that such a person is warped and 

sinning, being self-condemned.” 

 

3. (►)  It Is Deceitful. Eph. 4:14 “that we should no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 

trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,” 

 

4. (►)  It Is Perversion Of The Truth! Gal. 1:6-8 “I marvel that you are 

turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a 

different gospel, 7which is not another; but there are some who trouble you 

and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from 

heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, 

let him be accursed.” 

 

5. (Slide #13)  It Is A Spiritual Cancer. II Tim. 2:17 “And their message will 

spread like cancer.” 

 

6. (►)  It Is Addictive. Jer. 5:30,31 “An astonishing and horrible thing Has 

been committed in the land: 31The prophets prophesy falsely, And the 

priests rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so. But 

what will you do in the end?” 

 

7. (►)  It Is Destructive! II Pet. 2:1-3 “But there were also false prophets 

among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought 

them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow 

their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be 

blasphemed. 3By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; 

for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does 

not slumber.” 
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III. (Slide #14)  Traits Of False Teachers: 

A. (►)  They Are Deceivers! II Tim. 3:13 “But evil men and impostors will grow 

worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.” 

 

 

B. (►)  They Rebel Against Authority! Tit. 1:10-14 “For there are many 

insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision, 11whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, 

teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. 12One of 

them, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 

gluttons.’ 13This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may 

be sound in the faith, 14not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of 

men who turn from the truth.” 

 

 

C. (►)  They Lead People Away From The Truth. 

1. II Tim. 4:3,4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching 

ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their 

ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

2. I Tim. 6:20,21 “O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, 

avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely 

called knowledge--21by professing it some have strayed concerning the 

faith. Grace be with you. Amen.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #15)  They Are Divisive! 

1. Tit. 3:9-11 “But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and 

strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. 10Reject a 

divisive man after the first and second admonition, 11knowing that such a 

person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” 

 

2. Causing division in the Body of Christ does not bother them at all!!! 

 

 

E. (►)  They Will Carry Off Those Who Follow Them As Booty Or Spoils 

From The Battle Of Faith! 

1. Col. 2:8 “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of 

the world, and not according to Christ.” [Carry off as booty; see you as 

spoils from a battle] 

 

2. Jesus pronounced condemnation upon the Pharisees “Woe to you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, 

and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 

yourselves.” Matthew 23:15 
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F. (►)  They Deny The Godhead! Jude 1:4 “For certain men have crept in 

unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, 

who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #16)  False Teachings That Seem Quite Innocuous! 

A. (►)  Doctrines That Are Not Christ’s Doctrines; However, The World 

Totally Accepts Them! 

1. Instrumental Music In Worship. 

 

2. Sprinkling to replace immersion. 

 

3. Premillennialism 

 

4. Change of Church organization. 

 

5. Marriage can be between 2 people of the same sex! 

 

6. Denial of the Deity of Christ. 

 

7. II Jn. 7-11 “For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not 

confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 

antichrist. 8Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked 

for, but that we may receive a full reward. 9Whoever transgresses and does 

not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the 

doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you 

and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor 

greet him; 11for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” 

 

 

B. (►)  The Resurrection Has Already Occurred! 

1. II Tim. 2:17,18 “And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus 

and Philetus are of this sort, 18who have strayed concerning the truth, 

saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the 

faith of some.” 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #17)  How False Teachers React To Truth. 

A. (►)  Look How False Teachers Reacted To Jesus! 

1. Mt. 26:59-61 “Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought 

false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 60but found none. Even 

though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two 

false witnesses came forward 61and said, ‘This fellow said, ‘I am able to 

destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’’” 
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2. They have no qualms rounding up false witnesses to spew venomous 

charges in an attempt to find some trumped up charged by which they could 

kill Jesus. 

 

 

B. (►)  Look How False Teachers Reacted To Stephen. 

1. Ac. 6:10-14 “And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by 

which he spoke. 11Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘We have heard 

him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ 12And they stirred 

up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized 

him, and brought him to the council. 13They also set up false witnesses who 

said, ‘This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this 

holy place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 

Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses 

delivered to us.” 

 

2. Again, men were persuaded to lie because they wanted to destroy him! 

 

 

C. (►)  Look How False Teachers Reacted To Paul And Silas At Philippi. 

1. At Philippi: Ac. 16:20-23 “And they brought them to the magistrates, and 

said, ‘These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21and they teach 

customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.’ 
22Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore 

off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23And when 

they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 

commanding the jailer to keep them securely.” 

 

2. At Thessalonica: Ac. 17:5 “But the Jews who were not persuaded, 

becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and 

gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of 

Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.” 

 

 

D. (►)  Look How False Teachers Reacted To Paul After He Was Arrested. Ac. 

24:5,6 “For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all 

the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6He 

even tried to profane the temple, and we seized him, and wanted to judge him 

according to our law.” 

a. This was after Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem. 

b. The Jews sent the High Priest, Annas, and an orator named Tertullus to 

accuse Paul before Felix the governor. 

c. The NIV gives a clearer understanding of their accusations: “We have found 

this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over 

the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6and even tried to 

desecrate the temple; so we seized him.” 
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(Slide #18)  Conclusion: 

A. Our Challenge -- LOVE THE TRUTH! 

1. What Is Truth? Jn. 16:12-15 “I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. 13However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 

He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 

authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 

things to come. 14He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and 

declare it to you. 15All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 

that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.” 

 

2. II Jn. 1:1,2 “The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in 

truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 2because 

of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever:” 

 

3. Loyal brethren will remain true to the Truth! 

 

4. The motivating factors: 

a. II Cor. 4:5 “For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, 

and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.” 

b. Glory ONLY in the Lord, who He is, what His mission is, and what His 

Will is! Gal. 6:14 “But God forbid that I should boast except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to 

me, and I to the world.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #19)  When People Become Ensnared By False Doctrine: 

1. I Pet. 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 

with meekness and fear;” 

 

2. Realize that there is hope for repentance: II Tim. 2:25 “in humility 

correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 

repentance, so that they may know the truth,” 

 

 

C. (Slide #20)  Realize That Sinners Are ONLY Redeemed By Obeying The Truth 

Of Christ! 

1. “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 
23having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through 

the word of God which lives and abides forever,” I Pet. 1:22,23 

 

2. Truth MATTERS! Truth Determines Whether We Are Redeemed Or 

Remain Lost!!!!!! 


