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WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE 

EARTH WHEN JESUS CHRIST 

RETURNS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. Eschatology -- The Study Of The End Time Holds Lots Of Intrigue For Mankind 

-- Death? Life After Death? (Annihilation? Soul Sleep? Hades? Heaven? Hell? 

Eternal Life On Earth?) 

1. All of these topics cause great interest. 

 

2. Hal Lindsey’s book The Late Great Planet Earth promoted Premillennial 

teaching into the everyday conversation of people in 1970. 

 

3. The fictional series Left Behind by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins 

reintroduced the concept at the turn of the Century and Millennium. 

 

4. These books are an amalgamation of Premillennial teaching and wild and 

fanciful speculation, some of it is based upon the symbolism of Apocalyptic 

literature combined with wild speculation that has no Biblical support 

whatsoever. 

 

 

B. (►)  People Say, “What You Believe Doesn’t Really Matter!” Yet, What People 

Believe About The End Times Has HUGE Impact Upon What They Advocate, 

What They Expect, And How They Interpret Scripture. 

 

 

C. Views About What Happens To The Earth: 

1. Many believe it will be refined and be an eternal place for the righteous 

forever. 

 

2. Others believe it will be destroyed when Christ returns. 

 

 

D. (►)  Question: What Does The Bible Teach? 
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E. Please Observe -- What The Bible Teaches Is So Straightforward, 

Understandable, And Simple Compared To The Wild, Fanciful Speculation Of 

Premillennialism! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Biblical Teaching About The End Times: 

A. (►)  The Lord’s Second Coming Will Come “Like A Thief In The Night!” 

1. I Thess. 5:2 “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

comes as a thief in the night.” 

 

2. I Thess. 5:4 “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should 

overtake you as a thief.” 

 

3. II Pet. 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 

which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will 

melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be 

burned up.” 

 

4. It will come just as suddenly and unexpectedly as the rain and Flood in the 

Days of Noah! Mt. 25:37-39 

 

 

B. (►)  He Is Going To Return On The “Last Day!” 

1. Jn. 6:39 “This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given 

Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.” 

 

2. Jn. 6:40 “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him 

up at the last day.” 

 

3. Jn. 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; 

and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

 

4. Jn. 6:54 “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I 

will raise him up at the last day.” 

 

5. Jn.11:24 “Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day.’” 

 

6. Jn. 12:48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that 

which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last 

day.” 

 

7. It will be at the LAST trumpet! I Cor. 15:52 
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C. (►)  What Will Happen To The Earth On The “Last Day?” The Earth And This 

Universe Will Be Destroyed! 

1. (Slide #4)  Read II Pet. 3-14 

a. Many were questioning the Second Coming. 

b. As materialists and naturalists they saw no reason to accept the 

supernatural or the idea of the Second Coming. 

c. Their ignorance: 

1. The world came into being by supernatural means -- the Word of 

God spoke the world into existence! Gen. 1; Jn. 1:1,2; Col. 1:16 

2. The world was destroyed by the Flood -- the same Word of God 

spoke and it occurred! 

3. The world exists today -- the same Word has spoken and thus the 

world is upheld! Col. 1:17 “in Him all things consist [are held 

together].” 

4. The world will cease to exist in the future -- the same Word will 

speak and it will be destroyed. 

d. They were also ignorant of God’s eternal nature (He is not governed by 

time and does not get in a hurry, 8) and His longsuffering love, 9. 

 

2. What will happen to the earth and the universe when He returns? 

a. II Pet. 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 

which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 

will be burned up.” 

1. It will pass away with a GREAT NOISE (violent explosions). 

2. The elements will melt; the earth will be burned up! 

b. II Pet. 3:11,12 The earth and the universe will be dissolved! 

 

3. Other verses say the same thing: 

a. Mt. 5:18 “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 

fulfilled.” 

b. Mt. 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by 

no means pass away.” [Also Mk. 13:31; Lk. 21:33] 

c. Ps. 102:25,26 “Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the 

heavens are the work of Your hands. 26They will perish, but You will 

endure; Yes, they will all grow old like a garment; Like a cloak You 

will change them, And they will be changed.” 

 

4. There will be no earth on which the Lord will set up an earthly kingdom! 

 

 

D. (Slide #5)  NO ONE But The Father Knows When That Day Will Come! 

1. Mt. 25:36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, but My Father only.” 

 

2. There are NO signs; NO ONE HAS A CLUE!!! 
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E. (►)  The Implication To All Of Us: Live Ready For His Second Coming! 

1. Mt. 25:42 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is 

coming.” 

 

2. He will come as a Judge: 

a. II Tim. 4:1 “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His 

kingdom:” 

b. Jude 15 “to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly 

among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in 

an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have 

spoken against Him.” 

c. Every person will be rewarded by his life here on earth! Rev. 22: “And 

behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 

every one according to his work.” 

 

3. Let these truths motivate you to live holy now! 

a. II Pet. 3:11,12 “Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 

manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
12looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements 

will melt with fervent heat?” 

b. Tit. 2:12,13 “teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God 

and Savior Jesus Christ,” 

 

4. Christ will take the righteous to Heaven! 

a. Jn. 14:2,3 “In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also.” 

b. Mt. 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, 

you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world:” “the righteous into eternal life.” 46 

 

5. The wicked will be sent to Hell! 

a. II Thess. 1:8,9 “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 

know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,” 

b. Mt. 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from 

Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels:” 
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II. (Slide #6)  Reasons People Might Advocate That The Earth Will Not Be 

Destroyed: 

A. (►)  Ecc. 1:4 “One generation passes away, and another generation comes; But 

the earth abides forever.” 

1. The point of the text: man lives, he dies, the world will continue to exist. 

 

2. “Forever” in Hebrew often does not mean eternally -- “until the end of the 

age” or “as long as God has it planned”. 

 

 

B. (►)  Romans 8:18-22 

1. “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19For the earnest 

expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 

of Him who subjected it in hope; 21because the creation itself also will be 

delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 

with birth pangs together until now.” 

 

2. Many use this passage to claim that the earth will be delivered from 

corruption. 

 

 

C. (►)  The Phrase “New Heavens And New Earth.” II Pet. 3:13 

1. People just instantly assume a “renovated earth!” 

 

2. The phrase “new heavens and new earth” is a Hebraism citing a new place 

of existence! 

a. Is. 65:17; 66:22 

b. Rev. 21:1 “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more 

sea.” 

 

3. What is the new place of dwelling for Christians? HEAVEN!!!! Jn. 14:1-3; 

Rev. 21,22 

 

 

D. (►)  Myriad Of Different Doctrines: 

1. Internet answer to a post: “When Christ manifests in the people on earth, 

the earth will change into Heaven, so in a sense, it will be destroyed.” 

 

2. “God will remake the earth to how it was before sin.” 
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3. “In his redemptive activity, God does not destroy the works of his hands, 

but cleanses them from sin and perfects them, so that they may finally reach 

the goal for which he created them. Applied to the problem at hand, this 

principle means that the new earth to which we look forward will not be 

totally different from the present one, but will be a renewal and 

glorification of the earth on which we now live.” Anthony Hoekema 

 

4. Lots of folks claim that the earth will be renovated -- thus it will be a “new 

Heavens and a new earth.” II Pet. 3:13 

 

5. Some affirm that the earth will be refreshed and beautified. 

a. They claim that the destructive forces of nature will be curtailed. 

b. Deserts will bloom. 

c. The plant and animal kingdoms will be redeemed. 

d. Poisonous plants and animals will cease to be poisonous. 

e. The carnivorous animals will become herbivorous. 

f. All of nature will cease to strive against itself. 

g. Instead, it will work together harmoniously to the benefit of Man. 

(Isaiah 11:6-9; Isaiah 35:1-10; Isaiah 65:17-25; Acts 3:19-21; and 

Romans 8:18-23) 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  Great Truths: 

A. (►)  Christ WILL Return Again As He Was Seen Leaving -- “In The Clouds” 

Ac. 1:10,11 

 

 

B. (►)  Those Who Have Died Will Not Miss Anything! I Thess. 4:15-17 “For this 

we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 

the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16For the 

Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 

 

 

C. (►)  The Lord’s Second Coming Will Be TOTALLY Unexpected Yet It Cannot 

Be Ignored! 

1. I Thess. 5:2,3 “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 

so comes as a thief in the night. 3For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then 

sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 

woman. And they shall not escape.” 
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2. It will be sensational: 

a. He will come with His mighty angels, in flaming fire! II Thess. 1:7-10 

b. It will be seen by all! 

1. Rev. 1:7 “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see 

Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth 

will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.” 

2. No living or dead person will miss it! 

 

3. It will be loud and terrifying! 

a. I Thess. 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 

the dead in Christ will rise first.” 

b. I Cor. 15:52 “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Heaven Cannot Be On Earth -- Why Heaven Is NOT On This Earth. 

1. It is in a realm of the incorruptible and immortal, NOT the corruptible and 

mortal!  

 

2. I Cor. 15:42-44 “So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in 

corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 

glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a 

spiritual body.” 

 

3. I Cor. 15:50-54 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed--52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 

shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 

mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible has put on 

incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought 

to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’” 

 

4. It will be destroyed totally!!!!! 

 

 

E. (►)  Stay Faithful Until He Comes! I Tim. 6:14,15 “that you keep this 

commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 
15which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only 

Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” 
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F. (►)  Then You Can Have Absolute Confidence When He Appears! 

1. I Jn. 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 

may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” 

 

2. What comfort, what peace, what hope! 

 

 

 

(Slide #9)  Conclusion: 

A. (►)  Do Not Get Enamored By Or Influenced By False Predictors! 

1. Do you know what the following dates have in common? 

a. 1248, 1306, 1689, 1792, 1836, 1844, 1914, 1936, 1960, 1974, 1981, 

1988, 1989, 1992, 1994, 2011. 

b. All are dates that people predicted would be the time of the Lord’s 

Second Coming. 

c. Articles are now published that promote dates of 2018 and 2028. 

d. The point: THEY HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY ARE SPEAKING 

ABOUT! 

 

 

B. (►)  Just Live For God! Do Not Live For This Earth! Live In View Of Heaven! 

 

 

C. Col. 3:1,2 “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 

above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth.” 

 

 

D. Phil. 3:20,21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 

for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body that it 

may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He 

is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 


