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“AREN’T THERE GOOD PEOPLE IN 

ALL RELIGIONS?” 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. The Above Question Is One That Is OFTEN  

 

 

B. The Reality Is That There Are MANY GOOD PEOPLE In The World -- I 

Suspect That There Are “Good People” In Most If Not All Religions And Some 

“Good People” Who Are Irreligious Or Even Non-Religious. If Fact Some 

Atheists May Be Seen By Others As “Good People” In The Sense That They 

Might Be Good Neighbors Or Good Citizens. 

 

 

C. The Real Focus Of The Question Is The Assertion That It Doesn’t REALLY 

Matter What One Believes, As Long As They Are “Good”, They Will Be In 

Heaven. 

 

 

D. BUT, The Question Is, HOW DOES GOD Answer That Question? 

 

 

E. Caution: Christians, There Is NO Place For Arrogance As We Discuss This 

Topic! We Need To Develop A Heart For Those Who Do Not Understand God’s 

Truths! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Many People Think That Almost EVERYONE Is “Good!” 

A. Have You Ever Heard This Statement, “Well, There’s Good In EVERYONE!”? 

1. There may be a FEW people concerning whom we might have to try quite 

hard to find something good. 

 

2. Most do have a few, if not a lot of good traits. 

 

3. If this view is correct, one almost IMMEDIATELY espouses Universalism 

in regard to salvation! 
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B. Traits People Usually Denote As “Good!” 

1. Good neighbor. 

 

2. Good citizen. 

 

3. One who is an asset to his community. 

 

4. One who helps the sick, needy, and homeless. 

 

5. One who stays to himself and does not bother me! 

 

6. One we like; one who has not hurt us in our dealings with him/her! 

 

7. One who practices the “Golden Rule.” 

 

8 The religious. 

 

 

C. Some Like To Glory In Their OWN “Goodness!” 

1. The Pharisee in Jesus’ parable who went up to pray. 

a. Lk. 18:9-14 

b. 11,12 “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 

You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 

even as this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 

possess.’” 

 

2. Often people makes statements: 

a. That promote their good deeds: 

1. ‘I am constantly trying to be helpful to others!” 

2. “I am very philanthropic; I give time and money to help those who 

are less fortunate.” 

b. That compare themselves with others: 

1. “Well I may not be so holy, but I’m as good as anyone else is.” 

2. “I may not be a saint, but I’m still a good person.” 

3. “I’m not religious, but I’m as good as any Christian I know!” 

4. “As long as you’re a good person, God will take you to Heaven!” 

 

 

D. A STARK Reality That God Teaches Us -- “The ‘I’m GOOD Idea Won’t Hold 

Water!’”: 

1. Ps. 53:3 “Every one of them has turned aside; They have together become 

corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.” 

 

2. Rom. 3:10-12 “As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 
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12They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; 

There is none who does good, no, not one.’” 

 

3. Is. 64:6 “But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses 

are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, 

Have taken us away.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  What God Says About “Goodness!” 

A. (Slide #4)  There Is None Good But One -- God! 

1. A man can running to Jesus and called Him “Good Teacher.” He then 

asked, “What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” Mk. 10:17 

 

2. Jesus’ Response: “So Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one 

is good but One, that is, God.’” Mk. 10:18!  

 

 

B. Children Are Born In Purity And Goodness! 

1. Mt. 18:2-4 “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of 

them, 3and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and 

become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’” 

 

2. Ecc. 7:29 “Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright, But 

they have sought out many schemes.” 

 

3. Children Are Born SO PURE, SO PRECIOUS, SO SINLESS, SO GOOD!!! 

 

 

C. (Slide #5)  When Men Choose To Sin, They Are NO LONGE Viewed By God 

As “Good!” 

1. Sin -- OUR OWN PERSONAL CHOICE! 

a. I Jn. 3:4 “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 

lawlessness.” 

b. Ecc. 18:4 “Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as 

the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.” 

c. Ecc. 18:20 “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt 

of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness 

of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the 

wicked shall be upon himself.” 

 

2. ALL Will Ultimately Make A Choice to Sin! 

a. I Ki. 8:46 “When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not 

sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, 

and they take them captive to the land of the enemy, far or near;” 
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b. Ecc. 7:20 “For there is not a just man on earth who does good And does 

not sin.” 

c. Rom. 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 

d. I Jn. 1:10 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and 

His word is not in us.” 

e. Rom. 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 

and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 

sinned.” 

 

3. Sin Separates Man Or Alienates Man From God! 

a. Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

b. Is. 59:1,2 “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, That it cannot 

save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have 

separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from 

you, So that He will not hear.” 

 

4. (Slide #6)  Sin Causes Man To Face God’s Wrath! 

a. Col. 3:6 After a list of sins, “Because of these things the wrath of God 

is coming upon the sons of disobedience,” 

b. Js. 4:4 “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 

c. II Thess. 1:7-9 “and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the 

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8in flaming 

fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9These shall be 

punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of His power,” 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  Only God Can Make A Sinner “Just” “Righteous” And “Saved!” -- 

The ONLY Means Of Goodness For Sinful Man -- CHRIST!!!! JESUS SAVES! 

1. Why Did Christ Become Flesh? 

a. Many emphasize the side of understanding our temptations. Heb. 4:15 

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

b. He took on our nature so He could die! Heb. 2:9-11 “But we see Jesus, 

who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death 

crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste 

death for everyone. 10For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things 

and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make 

the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For both He 

who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for 

which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,” 
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2. (Slide #8)  He Came To Enable Man To Return To God! Jn. 14:6 “Jesus 

said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me.’” 

 

3. (Slide #9)  Jesus Christ Is Our: 

a. Atonement -- He restores sinners to a proper relationship with God! 

1. He Blood cleanses sinful man of his sin! 

2. Scriptures: 

a. I Jn. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

b. I Pet. 2:24 “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 

tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness-

-by whose stripes you were healed.” 

b. (►)  Perfect Sacrifice! 

1. I Pet. 2:22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His 

mouth.” 

2. Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as 

we are, yet without sin.” 

c. (►)  Redemption! 

1. His Blood -- our redemption -- It buys us back from sin! 

2. I Pet. 1:18,19 “knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 

received by tradition from your fathers, 19but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

3. Eph. 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 

d. (►)  Ransom! 

1. I Tim. 2:6 “who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 

due time,” 

2. Mt. 20:28 “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

e. (►)  Propitiation! 

1. This word means “the appeasement of God’s wrath!” 

2. I Jn.2:2 “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

f. (►)  Reconciliation! 

1. “Restoration of a broken relationship.” 

2. Heb. 2:17 “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 

brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in 

things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people.” 

3. Rom. 5:10,11 “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 

God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 

reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11And not only that, but 
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we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received the reconciliation.” 

g. (►)  Savior! 

1. Mt. 1:21 “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His 

name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

2. Heb. 5:9 “And having been perfected, He became the author of 

eternal salvation to all who obey Him,” 

h. (►)  Remission of Sins! 

1. Mt. 26:28 “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for many for the remission of sins.” 

2. Heb. 9:22 “And according to the law almost all things are purified 

with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.” 

i. (►)  Sanctification! 

1. “To be set apart for God, to be consecrated, to be holy.” 

2. Heb. 13:12 “Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the 

people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.” 

j. (►)  Righteousness. 

1. “Again counted righteous by God!” 

2. “Being in a right standing before God.” 

3. Rom. 3:22 “even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus 

Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;” 

k. (►)  Justification. 

1. “Counted just; acquitted.” 

2. Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by His 

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” 

 

4. (Slide #10)  Now here is THE significant question -- HOW and WHEN 

does a sinner receive the spiritual benefits that Christ makes available for 

sinners? 

a. Obey Him! 

1. Mt. 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. 22Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 

name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23And then I will 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!’” 

2. Heb. 5:9 “And having been perfected, He became the author of 

eternal salvation to all who obey Him,” 

b. Mk. 16:15,16 “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes and is baptized will be 

saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 

c. Rom. 6:3,4 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were 

buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 

walk in newness of life.” 
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III. (Slide #11)  “Good People” Will Be Lost If They Do Not Contact Christ’s 

Blessings! 

A. Doing Good Deeds WILL NOT JUSTIFY Us From Sin! 

 

 

B. Being A Good Moral Person WILL NOT JUSTIFY US From Sin! 

 

 

C. Being A Religious Person WILL NOT JUSTIFY US From Sin! 

 

 

D. Being A Spiritual Person WILL NOT JUSTIFY US From Sin! 

 

 

E. Justification Can ONLY Be Found In Christ And In His Church! 

1. Those Who Refuse To Come To Christ Have NO Spiritual Hope  

a. Jn. 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through Me.’” 

b. Jn. 5:30,40 “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40But you are not 

willing to come to Me that you may have life.” 

 

2. The Godhead Designed The Church -- Salvation Is IN It! 

a. Eph. 1:3-7 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

in Christ, 4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
5having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the good pleasure of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of 

His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved. 7In Him 

we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of His grace.” 

b. Eph. 5:23 “Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 

body.” 

 

 

F. Why Is Faith In Christ, Obedience To Christ, And Having His Blood SO VITAL 

For The Sinner? 

1. Without Him, we have NO Atonement, NO Perfect Sacrifice, NO 

Redemption, NO Ransom, NO Propitiation, NO Reconciliation, NO Savior, 

NO Remission of sins; NO Sanctification, NO Righteousness, NO 

Justification -- NOTHING Spiritually! 

 

2. “Without Him I Would Be NOTHING!!!!!!” 
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3. If I am IN Him, I MUST REMAIN IN HIS GOODNESS, Otherwise, I Will 

Be Cut Off! 

a. Rom. 11:22 “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on 

those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in 

His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

b. Without continuing in faith, we will face God’s severity! 

 

 

 

(Slide #12)  Conclusion: 

A. “Are There Some ‘GOOD’ People In All Religions?” I Suspect So. 

 

 

B. (Slide #13)  However, Saving Power Is In The Blood! If One Does Not Have 

The Blood Of Christ And If He Is Not In Christ’s Church, He is LOST!!!! 

 

 

C. (Slide #14)  The Goal Should Be To Be Saved -- To Be Blameless In His Sight! 

 

 

D. Are There Some EVIL People In The Lord’s Church? 

1. Sadly, there are some who are not what they profess to be. 

 

2. And sadly there have been some despicable hypocrites who do not deserve 

to be called “Children of God!!!! 

 

3. Will they be saved? ABSOLUTLY NOT unless they repent and return to the 

Lord. 

 

4. Don’t judge the Lord by hypocrites! Judge him by those who truly love, 

respect, and obey Him! 

 

 

D. I Remind You -- You Can Stack Every Good Deed You Do All Through Your 

Life -- It Is NOT Enough To Build You A Ladder Or A Way To Heaven! It Will 

Not Remove One Sin Or Get You One Inch Toward Heaven! 


