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CHALLENGES FOR EVERY 

MEMBER AT WASHINGTON 

AVENUE FOR 2016! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Can You Believe It? 2016 Is Here! 

 

 

B. I Present Three Challenges For Each One Of Us For This Year! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Give INTENSE EFFORT To Have A Christ-Like ATTITUDE!!! 

A. (Slide #3)  Seek To Be A NEW Man! 

 

 

B. Text: (Slide #4)  Col. 3:1-15 “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 

things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2Set 

your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3For you died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is our life appears, then you 

also will appear with Him in glory. 5Therefore put to death your members which 

are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry. (Slide #5)  6Because of these things the wrath of God is 

coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once walked 

when you lived in them. 8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 

wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9Do not lie to one 

another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10and have put on the 

new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 

created him, 11where there is neither Greek nor Jew, (Slide #6)  circumcised nor 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 
12Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, 

kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13bearing with one another, and 

forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 

forgave you, so you also must do. 14But above all these things put on love, which 

is the bond of perfection. 15And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 

which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 
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B. Great Truths From This Text: 

1. (Slide #7)  “If then you were raised with Christ.” 

a. Paul is addressing Christians! 

b. You have been raised from spiritual death to spiritual life when you 

were baptized!! 

c. See 2:12 “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised 

with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from 

the dead.” 

d. Also Rom. 6:3,4 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we 

were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life.” 

e. Raised Christians treasure what has happened to us; raised Christians 

are SO indebted to Christ and are eager to show him how grateful they 

are; raised Christians are driven to life the life to which they have 

committed themselves! 

 

2. (Slide #8)  “Seek those things which are above!” 

a. Christians are not in love with this world -- “This World Is NOT My 

Home!” 

b. Their desire is to live in view of eternity -- in view of Heaven! 

c. Their desire is to PLEASE the Godhead! 

d. They are living in view of the Lord’s Second Coming: 

1. “When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 

with Him in glory.” 4 

2. Tit. 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” 

 

3. (Slide #9)  “Put to death the past life!” 

a. Things like fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness are actions of the lost, the unsaved! 

1. “Fornication” -- any illicit sexual intercourse! 

2. “Uncleanness” -- moral impurity; the impurity of lustful, luxurious, 

profligate [wasteful] sinful living. 

3. “Passion” -- “unnatural affection” 

4. “Evil desire” -- craving what is forbidden; longing to do what you 

are told not to do! 

5. “Covetousness” -- willing to do wrong to attain possessions, a 

person, or a position! 

b. They result in one facing the wrath of God! 

c. Christians long to PLEASE God and be in His pleasure; they CRINGE 

at the idea of facing His wrath! 

d. You used to live that way; you don’t any longer! 

e. Eph. 5:3,4 “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it 

not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4neither 
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filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, 

but rather giving of thanks.” 

 

4. (Slide #10)  “Put Off!” 

a. Continue to seek to be sanctified -- set apart from every sin, and more 

like Christ! 

b. Put off anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language and lying! 8,9 

c. Remove these from your attitude and your actions! 

 

5. (Slide #11)  “Put On!” 

a. Put on the new man who seeks to have the image of Christ! 

b. This “new man” rejects the prejudices of the world; it has open heart 

and arms to all who are in Christ! 

c. Put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering, 

bearing with one another, forgiving one another, and love! 12-14 

 

6. The result of such a determined life? 

a. “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were 

called in one body; and be thankful.” 15 

b. You are at peace in your own heart knowing you are seeking to please 

Christ! 

c. You will also have peace with your brethren. 

 

 

C. My Challenge -- Seriously Examine Your Attitude! 

1. Where are you lacking? 

 

2. How can you improve? 

 

3. How can you become more like Christ? 

 

4. Take this holy challenge! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Be Devout In ATTENDANCE!!! 

A. God Has ALWAYS Demanded That His People Worship Him! 

 

 

B. This Was True During The Patriarchal And Mosaic Ages; It Is EQUALLY True 

Today For Christians! 

1. Abram was devout in worship. Gen. 12:7,8; 13;18 

 

2. Jacob was also devout to worship God. Gen. 35:1-7 

 

3. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Ex. 20:8 
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C. And Do It With Focus, Thanksgiving, And Joy! 

1. Ps. 100:4 “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with 

praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” 

 

2. Be EAGER to show your love, appreciation, and awe of the Godhead! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #13)  Be Eager To ASSIST!!! 

A. The HEART Of Jesus -- Serving Others! 

1. Phil. 2:5-8 He left Heaven [HIS Home; His Right] to serve men in sin! 

 

2. Jn. 13:1-16 He washes the feet of the Apostles. 

 

 

B. My Observations: 

1. Those who learn the lesson of assisting others are the HAPPIEST 

Christians! 

a. Ac. 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

b. You stop focusing upon self! 

 

2. Those who learn the lesson of assisting have open eyes and are attentive to 

needs! 

 

3. Those who learn the lesson of assisting do so much good! 

 

4. Those who learn the lesson of assisting tend complain less and find so much 

peace! 

 

 

 

(Slide #14)  Conclusion: 

A. PLEASE Take The Challenges! 

 

 

B. They Are: 

1. Give INTENSE EFFORT To Have A Christ-Like ATTITUDE!!! 

 

2. Be Devout In ATTENDANCE!!! 

 

3. Be Eager To ASSIST!!! 


