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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAM! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Events From Our Last Study: 

1. Terah, Abram, And Nahor Left Ur Of The Chaldeas. 

 

2. They traveled northwest up the Mesopotamian Valley and camped at Haran 

(named for Terah’s son who died at Ur. 

 

3. God again called Abram, who was now 75 years old, and told him to leave 

that land. Gen. 12:1-5 

 

4. Abram, Sarai, and Lot travelled southward into Canaan. 

 

 

B. Tonight We Examine God’s Covenant With Abraham. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  God’s Covenant With Abram. 

A. (►)  God’s Promise To Abram When He First Came Into Canaan. 

1. Gen. 12:7 “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your 

descendants I will give this land.’ And there he built an altar to the LORD, 

who had appeared to him.’” 

 

2. God told Abram that his descendants would have this land. 

 

3. Abram build an altar to give praise and glory to God! 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  God’s Promise To Abram After He Returned From Egypt, Returned 

To Canaan, And Then Separated From Lot. 

1. Gen. 13:14-17 “And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from 

him: ‘Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are--northward, 

southward, eastward, and westward; 15for all the land which you see I give 
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to you and your descendants forever. 16And I will make your descendants as 

the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, 

then your descendants also could be numbered. 17Arise, walk in the land 

through its length and its width, for I give it to you.’” 

 

2. God told him to look at all the land all around. 

 

3. God promised to give that land to Abram and his descendants. 

 

4. This is similar to a “land grant” where one in authority, a ruler, makes a land 

grant to a vassal. 

 

5. “Forever” means as long as the covenant is in force. 

 

6. God promised to make his descendants innumerable. 

 

7. The promise of Gen. 12 and here in Gen. 13 are ratified in Gen. 15. 

 

 

C. (Slide #5)  After Lot’s capture and deliverance, God spoke to Abram in a vision. 

1. Gen. 15:1-21 “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly 

great reward.’ 2But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing 

I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3Then 

Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my 

house is my heir!’ 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 

‘This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body 

shall be your heir.’ (Slide #6)  5Then He brought him outside and said, 

‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number 

them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6And he 

believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 7Then 

He said to him, ‘I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’ 8And he said, ‘Lord GOD, 

how shall I know that I will inherit it?’ 9So He said to him, ‘Bring Me a 

three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon.’ (Slide #7)  10Then he brought all these to 

Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite 

the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when the vultures came 

down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12Now when the sun was 

going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great 

darkness fell upon him. 13Then He said to Abram: ‘Know certainly that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve 

them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. (Slide #8)  14And also 

the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with 

great possessions. 15Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 

you shall be buried at a good old age. 16But in the fourth generation they 

shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.’ 17And 
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it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there 

appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those 

pieces. (Slide #9)  18On the same day the LORD made a covenant with 

Abram, saying: ‘To your descendants I have given this land, from the river 

of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates--19the Kenites, the 

Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’” 

 

2. God’s Message to Abram: 

a. The first part of the message was in a vision -- Abram was awake 

during that time. God speaks to him while he is awake. 

b. Do not be afraid; I am your shield! 1 

c. God promised Abram a son: 3,4 

1. Abram was confused; he was childless; his only heir was his Syrian 

servant, Eliezer. 

2. God said, “Eliezer will not be your heir; it will be a son from your 

own loins!” 

3. Then God brought Abram outside, showed him the stars of the 

heavens and declared that his descendants would be as 

innumerable as the stars of the heavens. 

4. This promise was fulfilled: 

a. When the left Egypt, some surmise that there were between 

two and five million Israelites. 

b. This promise was certainly fulfilled in the days of Solomon: 

1. I Ki. 3:8 “And Your servant is in the midst of Your people 

whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to 

be numbered or counted.” 

2. I Ki. 4:20 “Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand 

by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and 

rejoicing.” 

5. Abram believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness. 6 

d. God then again promised Abram this land. 7,8 

1. Abram asked a question, “How shall I know that I will inherit it?” 

8 

2. God’s answer: 

a. “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 

goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 

9 

b. Abram cut the animals into half (not the birds) and protected 

the fresh meat from the vultures. 10,11 

3. As the sun went down, Abram went into a DEEP sleep. 12 

4. Events BEFORE Abram’s descendants would have the land: 

a. Abram’s descendants would be strangers in a foreign land for 

400 years (this refers to the times of Joseph and Israel being in 

Egypt for 430 years). 13 
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b. God would judge that nation; then Abram’s descendants 

would leave that land. 14 

c. Abram would die and go to his fathers in peace. 15 

d. In the fourth generation, the Israelites would return to Canaan 

(at this time God was not ready to punish the Amorites for 

their sin -- in essence in God’s Words, “Their cup of iniquity 

was not yet full!”). 16 

5. God made a covenant and promised Abram the extent of the land -- 

from the river of Egypt to the River Euphrates (the land of 10 

nations) would be theirs! 18-20 

a. This is covenant and the land that the Psalmist talked about. 

Ps. 105:8-11 “He remembers His covenant forever, The word 

which He commanded, for a thousand generations, 9The 

covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to 

Isaac, 10And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an 

everlasting covenant, 11Saying, ‘To you I will give the land of 

Canaan As the allotment of your inheritance,’” 

b. It is the exact land that Solomon had during his reign. I Ki. 

4:21 “So Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River 

to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. 

They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his 

life.” 

e. When the sun went down and it was dark, a smoking oven and a 

burning torch passed between the parts of the animals. 17 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #10)  The Greatness Of These Events! 

A. (►)  God’s Promised Canaan To Abraham’s Descendants. 

1. This was to be as long as the Covenant stood. 

 

2. It would last until the Messiah came and the Law of Moses was removed. 

 

3. God would allow them to live there as long as they were obedient to Him; if 

they turned from Him, he would punish them by driving them from the land 

and take them into captivity. 

a. Lev. 26:33 “I will scatter you among the nations and draw out a sword 

after you; your land shall be desolate and your cities waste.” 

b. Josh. 23:15 “Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things 

have come upon you which the LORD your God promised you, so the 

LORD will bring upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed 

you from this good land which the LORD your God has given you.” 

 

 

B. (►)  God Could Use One Childless Man To Bring The Nation Of Israel Into 

Existence And Through Them To Bring The Messiah Into The World. 

1. God was not going to use an adopted foreigner to bring about the Messiah. 
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2. He was going to give Abram a son; through that son he would bring the 

nation into existence and the Messiah into the world. 

 

 

C. (Slide #11)  God Is A Shield And Reward For His Faithful Followers! 

1. Shield -- Protection (God would protect Abram from dangerous situations 

and attacks) 

 

2. Reward -- Pay; Provision Of Blessings. 

 

3. Remember that this was immediately after Chapter 14 when there was the 

great war between the 4 allied kings and the other 5 allied kings. This was 

after Lot was captured and Abram delivered him and re-captured his goods. 

 

 

D. (►)  When People Of Faith Believe The Lord, God Justifies Them! 15:6 

 

 

E. (►)  God Gave Abram An Empirical Proof That His Promises Would Occur! 

15:17 

 

 

F. (►)  God Always Keeps His Promises -- The Land Promise Was Totally 

Fulfilled! 

 

 

G. (►)  This Covenant Is At The Very Root Of The Nation Of Israel And The 

Ultimate Goal -- Bringing The Messiah Into The World! 


