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THE COLLAPSE OF CHRISTIAN 

FAITH! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. Belief In Jesus Christ Is The CORE Of Christianity! 

1. Jn. 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me.’” 

 

2. Jn. 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do 

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

 

3. Jn. 6:68 “But Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.’” 

 

4. Ac. 4:12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Yet, These Truths Are Being Challenged More And More In Our Own 

Society And Are Being Challenged Even More Broadly Worldwide. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  The Collapse Of Christian Faith On Continents And In Countries. 

A. (Slide #4)  In Europe -- Much Of Europe Was At One Time Viewed As 

Supposedly “Christian.” 

1. Christianity started there. 

 

2. Roman Catholicism had its beginnings there. 

 

3. The Protestant Reformation had its roots there. 

 

4. At least people claimed to believe in Jesus. 

 

5. However, as time has passed, religious groups in Europe have lost respect 

for Scripture and Biblical Truths; they are waning to a point of almost 

irrelevance. Some even fear it is nearing extinction! 
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6. Statements by religious leaders: 

a. Dr. George Carey, head of the Anglican Church [Church of England] 

said, “A tacit atheism prevails. Death is assumed to be the end of 

life. Our concentration on the here-and-now renders a thought of 

eternity irrelevant.” 

b. Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Conner, a Catholic leader of England and 

Wales, citing the popularity of the New Age and occult beliefs, and the 

growing search for happiness in alcohol, drugs, pornography, illicit 

sexuality, and consumerism, said, “It does seem in our countries in 

Britain today…..that Christianity, as a sort of backdrop to people’s lives 

and moral decisions--and to the Government, the social life of the 

country--has now almost been vanquished.” 

c. For generations seminaries and theologians have spouted religious 

liberalism that is dominated by skepticism (distrust of the Biblical text 

and distrust of the Biblical message). 

d. They have long sense given up their faith in and convictions about the 

Bible and the supernatural. Too, they have become tolerant of and 

accepting of immorality! 

 

7. A survey of over 14,000 churchgoers by the Ecumenical Research 

Committee asked, “What is causing the erosion of values?” “What are 

people turning away from church?” What can be done about it? Answer 

they gave: 

a. “Ministers fail to defend the faith.” 

1. Many conclude that their ministers hardly believed in Christianity 

themselves! 

2. “Clergy do little to try and convince members that God exists, or 

set forth logical reasons for believing in the Virgin Birth and 

Resurrection.” 

b. “Preachers deliver their sermons without ‘any real conviction and 

passion for Christ.’” 

c. “The church should not be emulating the world; rather it should 

stand out against it and be seen as a caring community.” 

d. “Rather than solid spiritual teaching, they complained they were 

only getting ‘platitudes,’ ‘political and social sermons’ or ‘matters 

of little spiritual significance.’” 

e. “Virtually all agreed ‘that services that bordered on entertainment 

rather than worship’ were the most disappointing.” 

f. Many express a desire “for more teaching on the nature of God’s 

holiness and the implications this has for individuals and the 

nation. Many said this message has been missing from their church for 

decades….” The majority saw this lack of a clarion call for holiness 

as the explanation for the decline of Christianity in their land. 

g. Many no longer see any point in attending (church) because the 

message they hear is that ‘God loves me anyway,’ whether or not I 

attend church or change my life, SO WHY BOTHER?” 
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h. They called upon the Churches to robustly defend moral values 

with conviction and courage and cease being silent and lukewarm 

in the face of moral collapse. 

i. (Much of the above material comes from Christianity Vanquished In 

Britain by Ed Vitagliano, July 18, 2005.) 

 

8. Minister of Caims Church in Milngavie, Scotland believes, “More people 

might come to church if Christians would drop ‘fairy tale’ tidbits like 

the Nativity story. Reverend Andrew Frater wants Christian to “move on 

from the ‘fanciful, fairy tale’ Nativity story and ‘disentangle the truth from 

the tinsel.’” 

a. He believes telling the traditional story of the birth of Jesus “had the 

effect of keeping people with doubts about their faith away from the 

church, as the Nativity was too easily dismissed.” 

b. He wrote in the newspaper: “This year I’m promising myself to be more 

theologically honest. No more going home with fanciful, fairy tale 

assumptions destined to make Good News seem incredible.” 

c. He said “Christians should ‘look for the symbolism in the 

Nativity.’” 

d. His encouragement: “focus on “missiles and housing and 

unemployment instead.” 

e. He said, “Too much serious stuff is going on in the world for folk in my 

position to even risk the possibility of sounding remote, irrelevant or 

both. For me, it’s time to travel beyond the literalists landscape; 

time to acknowledge that Luke and Matthew were not newspaper 

reporters. Although facts were for them significant, they were also 

secondary.” 

 

9. 1999 survey of 103 Roman Catholic priests, Anglican priests, and 

Protestant ministers in the U.K. -- 25% did not believe in the Virgin 

Birth. 

a. But, that is not even the hem of the garment! 

b. 97% of the same group do not believe the world was created in six 

days, and 80% do not believe in the literal existence of Adam and 

Eve. 

c. News item originally reported by the Conservative News Service and 

later posted by Religion Today on 1999-DEC-29.) 

 

10. 2004 survey of Minister in the Church of Scotland -- 37% did not accept 

the Virgin Birth account. 

 

11. The impact of the collapse of Christian faith in Europe: 

a. Article by Paul Ames, June 3, 2013: 

1. Belief in God has drastically declined: 

a. Just 51 percent of citizens in the EU’s 27 nations said they 

believed in God, when questioned for a 2010 survey. 
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b. In Sweden, Estonia and the Czech Republic that number 

fell below 20 percent -- although more said they believed in 

the existence of ‘some form of spirit or life force.’ 

c. Forty percent of the French declared they believed in 

neither god nor spirt, along with 30 percent of the Dutch, 

27 percent of Germans and a quarter of the British. 

 

2. Church attendance and religious affiliation have plummeted in 

recent decades in Europe. 

a. From 1990-2010 the Evangelical Church of Germany, 

closed 340 churches and is considering giving up another 

1,000, the news weekly Der Spiegel reported in February. 

b. Dutch churches are reportedly closing at a rate of two a 

week -- around 4,000 remain from the estimated 19,000 built 

since the 13th century. 

c. From 1999 to 2010, the Church of Sweden says it lost 

800,000 members. 

d. Even in the traditionally more devout Catholic countries of 

southern Europe, faith is under pressure. A survey released 

in February showed 70 percent of Spaniards describe 

themselves as Catholic, a fall of almost 10 percent in a 

decade. Among Spanish Catholics just 12.5 percent attend 

mass at least once a week. 

b. Religions like Islam grow; people do not even realize the difference in 

it and other religions. 

 

 

B. (Slide #5)  In America -- Pressures American Churches Face. 

1. CHANGE, CHANGE! 

 

2. PLEASE EVERYONE -- Traditional And Contemporary Services! 

 

3. 1998 Poll of 7,441 Protestant Clergy In The U.S. Who Do Not Believe In 

The Virgin Birth: 

a. American Lutherans -- 19% 

b. American Baptists -- 34% 

c. Episcopalians -- 44% 

d. Presbyterians -- 49% 

e. Methodists -- 60% 

 

4. 1998 John Shelby Spong, An Episcopal Bishop in Newark, NJ said, 

“The miracle stories of the New Testament can no longer be interpreted 

in a post-Newtonian world as supernatural events performed by an 

incarnate deity.” 

a. He called Hell “an invention of Christian leadership to control the 

laity.” 
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b. He has been a leader in rejection of Biblical truths and morality. 

 

5. 2003 Harris Poll: 

a. Belief in the virgin birth drops markedly with increasing 

education. 

b. Stats: 

1. 84% of high school or less. 

2. 78% of adults with some college education 

3. 65 % of college graduates. 

4. 60% of post-graduates. 

 

6. Dec. 2004 Princeton Survey Research Associates poll for Newsweek: 

a. 79% of American adults believe in the virgin birth. 

b. 67% believe that the biblical story of Jesus’ birth, involving the 

virgin birth, angels, shepherds, star, wise men, is historically accurate. 

c. 24% believe that the biblical story “is a theological invention 

written to affirm faith in Jesus Christ.” 

d. From: ("The Christmas Miracle. Most Americans believe the virgin 

birth is literally true, a NEWSWEEK poll finds," Newsweek, 2004-

DEC-10 

 

7. Dec. 2007 Barna Group: 

a. They sampled 1,005 adults. 

b. Results: 

1. 75% believed that Jesus was born to a virgin. 

2. 53% of the unchurched, and 15% of Agnostics and Atheists 

believe as well. 

3. Even among those who describe themselves as mostly liberal on 

political and social issues, 60% believe in the virgin birth. 

 

8. 1-1-16 Fox News Report -- “The Rise Of The ‘Nones’!” 

a. Many are leaving churches and organized religion. 

b. 2007 -- 16% said they were “nones.” 

c. 2014 -- 23% said they were “nones.” 

d. Interestingly fundamental churches are growing while liberal 

churches are declining. 

e. “Nones” are still searching for faith. 

f. Orthodox numbers are up because they have found faith (Jews, and 

fundamental churches). 

f. The Pew Report gave a similar report: 

1. One Of The Fastest growing religious groups in America -- 

“Nones” 

2. They claim no affiliation to any “church” or “organized religion.” 

3. One out of six Americans is already a None; by 2050, the figure 

will be one out of four, according to a new Pew Research Center 

study. 
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9. 40 percent of Americans describe themselves as “very religious” and 

normally attend service at least once a week, according to a recent Gallup 

poll. 

 

10. In 2015 -- 4 attempts to censor “Christmas” in the U.S. 

a. There have been attempts in New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, and 

Tennessee. 

b. Attacks against Nativity scenes, schools cannot call an event a 

“Christmas tree lighting.” 

c. N.Y. principal banned Santa Clause, stars, and angels, the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and Thanksgiving. (Officials later blamed a 

misinterpretation). 

 

 

C. Observations: 

1. It is NOT true that people do not care about religion anymore! 

a. They claim that they are interested. 

b. However, they claim to have little interest in or allegiance to any 

“church” or what they see as “organized religion.” 

c. “Religiosity is not declining. It’s relations with the institutional type of 

church that is declining.” Paul Ames on June 3, 2013 

 

2. Ignorance IS NOT bliss! It leads to gullibility, being led in ways that are 

simply not right, and to continued ignorance. 

 

3. On the other hand, education (with liberal, humanistic basis) can be 

dangerous, even damnable! 

 

 

D. What impacts the ebb of religious beliefs? 

1. Higher Education rooted in pluralism and rejection of the Bible and the 

supernatural! 

 

2. Affluence. 

a. John Calvin in the 16th century noted that the more prosperous and 

comfortable his Genevans became, the less dependent they were on 

church. 

b. Typically religion wanes when people feel self-sufficient. 

c. Look at Solomon’s plunge into a collapse of his faith! 

 

3. The “Me” Culture. 

a. Alan Miller from The Blog 10-2-2012 

b. “Super-churches are much discussed, but more like social centers than 

places of doctrine and diligent religious observation.” 

 

4. A terrible and tragic ignorance of the Bible! 
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II. (Slide #6)  The Collapse Of Christian Faith In The Lives Of Individuals. 

A. What Happens To Countries And Continents Can Also Happen And Does 

Happen To Individuals [Individuals Make Up Countries!]. 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  How Could Our Faith Collapse? 

1. (►)  Ignorance of God’s Word! 

a. Hos. 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 

b. People cannot know Truth without knowing God’s supernaturally 

inspired Revelation! 

c. Ignorance puts us at such a risk! 

 

2. (►)  The Influence Of Atheistic thinkers upon our beliefs. 

a. Alan Miller from The Blog 10-2-2012 “Christopher Hitchens, Richard 

Dawkins, Sam Harris and others have made an enormous aim of 

exposing believers as somehow being ‘duped’ by faith.” 

b. Their view of faith is pure uninformed, ignorant speculation. 

c. II Pet. 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away 

with the error of the wicked;” 

 

3. (►)  Not growing and protecting our faith. 

a. Heb. 3:12 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief in departing from the living God;” 

b. Faith must be built, grown, and protected! 

 

4. (Slide #8)  Fear when the going gets tough. 

a. Mt. 24:9-13 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 

and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10And then 

many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one 

another. 11Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 
12And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 

cold.” 

b. Many have given up faith when threatened. 

 

5. (►)  Temptation and the allure of the world. 

a. Lk. 8:13 “But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, 

receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a 

while and in time of temptation fall away.” 

b. II Tim. 4:10 “for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 

world.” 

 

6. (►)  Refusal to discipline ourselves! 

a. I Cor. 9:27 “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” 

b. Without discipline, any temptation, false idea, attack, etc. can lead us 

away. 
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7. (Slide #9)  Delusion. 

a. II Thess. 2:11,12 “And for this reason God will send them strong 

delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12that they all may be 

condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness.” 

b. God is not going to make us stay faithful! 

 

8. (►)  Selling your soul to Satan! 

a. Lk. 22:3-6 “Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was 

numbered among the twelve. 4So he went his way and conferred with 

the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them. 5And 

they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6So he promised and 

sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the 

multitude.” 

b. We can give ourselves to every evil intent and desire! 

 

 

C. (Slide #10)  You Can Go Further In A Collapse Than You Can DREAM You 

Could Go! 

1. You Can SIN “MORE AND MORE” 

 

2. Is. 1:4,5 “Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of 

evildoers, Children who are corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, 

They have provoked to anger The Holy One of Israel, They have turned 

away backward. 5Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more 

and more. The whole head is sick, And the whole heart faints.” 

 

3. II Tim. 3:13 “But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 

deceiving and being deceived.” 

 

 

D. (►)  How Do You Protect Your Faith? 

1. (►)  Grow More And More! 

a. I Thess. 4:1-7 “Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord 

Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from 

us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2for you know what 

commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the 

will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual 

immorality; 4that each of you should know how to possess his own 

vessel in sanctification and honor, 5not in passion of lust, like the 

Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one should take advantage of 

and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger 

of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7For God did not 

call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.” 
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b. I Thess. 4:9,10 “But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I 

should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 

another; 10and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all 

Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and 

more;” 

c. Phil. 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 

more in knowledge and all discernment,” 

 

2. (►)  Beware! 

a. II Pet. 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away 

with the error of the wicked;” 

b. Col. 2:5-8 “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk in Him, 7rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as 

you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 8Beware lest 

anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and 

not according to Christ. 9For in Him dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily; 10and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power.” 

c. Constantly be aware and alert. 

 

3. (►)  Fill up your heart with good; if you don’t awful ugliness can abound! 

a. Replace evil with good QUICKLY! 

b. Lk. 11:24-26 

1. Clean out house; if not replaced with good; will end up worse and 

worse -- worse than you can imagine! 

2. “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry 

places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my 

house from which I came.’ 25And when he comes, he finds it swept 

and put in order. 26Then he goes and takes with him seven other 

spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; 

and the last state of that man is worse than the first.” 

 

4. (►)  Pray always for your faith! 

a. I Thess. 5:17 “pray without ceasing,” 

b. Eph. 6:18 “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 

being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all 

the saints” 



 10 

5. (►)  Keep your eyes on Jesus! 

a. Heb. 12:1,2 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 

easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

b. Let NOTHING take your heart from Him and allegiance to Him! 

c. Be determined to keep your faith at all cost! 


