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“ABRAM AND HAGAR, ISHMAEL, 

AND ARAB ROOTS!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. God Promised Abram A Son Who Would Open Up The Doors To Innumerable 

Descendants, A Nation, And A Messiah In That Nation. 

 

 

B. (►)  This Promise Was Made When Abram Was 75 Years Old. 

 

 

C. Ten Years Have Passed, Abram Is 10 Years Older, 85, And Has No Son. 

 

 

D. This Leads Into Our Study Tonight. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Text: Gen. 16:1-16 

A. “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 

maidservant whose name was Hagar. 2So Sarai said to Abram, ‘See now, the 

LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; 

perhaps I shall obtain children by her.’ And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 
3Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to 

her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 

Canaan. (Slide #4)  4So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she 

saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. 5Then 

Sarai said to Abram, ‘My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your 

embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her 

eyes. The LORD judge between you and me.’ 6So Abram said to Sarai, ‘Indeed 

your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please.’ And when Sarai dealt 

harshly with her, she fled from her presence. (Slide #5)  7Now the Angel of the 

LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way 

to Shur. 8And He said, ‘Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and 

where are you going?’ She said, ‘I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress 

Sarai.’ 9The Angel of the LORD said to her, ‘Return to your mistress, and 
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submit yourself under her hand.’ 10Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, ‘I 

will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for 

multitude.’ (Slide #6)  11And the Angel of the LORD said to her: ‘Behold, you 

are with child, And you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, 

Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 12He shall be a wild man; His hand 

shall be against every man, And every man’s hand against him. And he shall 

dwell in the presence of all his brethren.’ 13Then she called the name of the 

LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, ‘Have I also 

here seen Him who sees me?’ (Slide #7)  14Therefore the well was called Beer 

Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15So Hagar bore Abram a 

son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16Abram was 

eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  Events From This Text: 

1. (►)  Beautiful Sarai, Gen. 12:11,14, is still barren. 1 

 

2. (►)  She begins to devise a plan to “work out the details” for God. 2 

a. Sarai had an Egyptian maidservant, Hagar. 

1. How did they have an Egyptian maidservant? 

2. This may be the result of their trip to Egypt in Gen. 12. This was 

when fearful Abram convinced beautiful Sarai to say that she was 

his sister. 

3. Pharaoh took Sarai and gave Abram many animals, menservants, 

and maidservants! 12:16 

b. Her logic: “The LORD has restrained me from having children.” 2 

c. Her solution: “Abram, go in to my handmaid and maybe I will have 

children by her.” 2 

1. Barrenness was viewed as an absolute catastrophe by women in the 

Ancient World! 

a. See Rachel’s desperation in Gen. 30:1 after Leah had born 4 

sons to Jacob. “Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no 

children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, ‘Give me 

children, or else I die!’” 

b. Peninnah bore children to Elkanah but Hannah could not bear 

children. I Sa. 1:2. She agonized when she came to the 

Tabernacle. I Sa. 1:10 “And she was in bitterness of soul, and 

prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish.” 

c. Sarai has the same agony of soul! 

d. These women saw themselves as accursed by God, they saw 

themselves as worthless to the family because they could not 

help carry on the posterity of the family; and in Ancient Times 

it was seen as not carrying on the family and the name of her 

husband. 

2. Several solutions were used to address this issue. 

a. Some men would divorce the barren wife and marry another 

wife. 
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b. Some men would marry a second wife; she would have the 

same rights as the first wife. 

c. Some men would buy concubines. 

d. It seems Sarai and Abram were going to use a concubine; 

however, he took her as his wife. 

 

3. (►)  Abram and Sarai carry out her scheme. 3,4 

a. Sarai took Hagar and gave her to Abram to be his wife. 3 

1. There is NO evidence that God EVER sanctioned such polygamy! 

2. Sarah, to deal with her barrenness, came up with the evil scheme! 

3. And Abram complied with Sarai’s proposal. 

a. Was it because of the desire of the flesh? 

b. Was it because he perhaps thought this was an answer to 

God’s promise? 

c. Was it driven by his desire to have a son and to see God’s 

promise start to be fulfilled? 

d. Was it because he had been promised an heir but God had not 

yet declared that they heir would come from Sarai? 

1. Gen. 12:2 “I will make you a great nation.” 

2. Gen. 15:4 God told Abram that Eliezer the Syrian would 

not be his heir; rather, “indeed one who will come from 

your own body shall be your heir.” 

3. Perhaps Abram thought, “Maybe I AM to have a son 

through Hagar!” 

4. She was likely considered as a “subordinate wife” [one who did 

not have the favor or standing of Sarai]. 

5. Unfortunately, and yet typically, the results were devastating! 

6. HOW MUCH BETTER the results would have been if Abram had 

respected God’s laws instead of “giving in “to the ungodly 

suggestion” of Sarai! 

b. Abram takes Hagar as his wife and began to have sexual relations with 

her; she conceived. 4 

c. When Hagar became pregnant, she began to despise Sarai. 4 

1. Perhaps she resented Sarai because she was still Abram’s first love 

but “look what I have done for him.” 

2. Perhaps she ridiculed Sarai for being barren.” 

3. Perhaps she boasted that SHE was going to give Abram a 

descendant; that SHE was going to enable Abram to receive the 

promise of an heir, a nation, and to receive a land! 

4. God’s statement to Cain “If you do well, will you not be accepted? 

And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for 

you, but you should rule over it”, Gen. 4:7, was equally true for 

Abram and Sarai as it was for Cain! 

 

4. (►)  As soon as Hagar began to despise Sarai, Sarai turned on Abram -- “It 

is your fault that I am being mistreated!” NIV “Then Sarai said to Abram, 

‘You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your 
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arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the 

LORD judge between you and me.’” Gen. 16:5 

a. Sarai had to know that she was barren because Abram impregnated 

Hagar. This must have been agonizing to her! 

b. Sarai in a fit of jealousy coupled with angry outbursts accuses Abram of 

causing her pain! 

c. She accuses Abram of doing her wrong! 

d. She calls upon God to rectify how she had been wronged! 

e. It is amazing how people turn their own wrong upon others and blame 

them for the consequences of their own sins! 

 

5. (Slide #9)  Abram, in an attempt to appease, tells Sarai to do whatever she 

chooses to do with Hagar.” Sarai was SO HARSH with Hagar that Hagar 

fled from their house! 6 

a. Abram acquiesces to Sarai and tells her that she can do whatever she 

chooses to Hagar. 

b. Keep in mind that this is now Abram’s wife! 

c. Cowering and wanting to appease angry Sarai, Abram puts his “wife”, 

Hagar’s very destiny in the hand of envious and irrational Sarai! 

d. (►)  And Sarai dealt HARSHLY with Hagar -- likely she was very 

harsh, stern, and mean toward her; she literally DROVE Hagar and the 

newborn son out of the house! 

 

6. (Slide #10)  An angel of the Lord comforted and gave counsel to Hagar. 7-

14 

a. The angel of the Lord found Hagar by a spring. 7 

1. This is the first time an angel is mentioned in Scripture! 

2. She is on the way to Shur -- likely she was headed home to Egypt! 

b. Who is “The angel of the Lord?” 

1. Many believe this is Jesus in the Old Testament. 

2. Some translations propagate this view by capitalizing angel, “the 

Angel of the LORD” -- NKJV in verses 7,9,10, and 11. 

3. The “Angel of the Lord” called to Abraham as he was about to slay 

Isaac on the altar. Gen. 22:11,15 

4. The “Angel of the LORD” appeared to Moses in the bush that was 

not consumed.” Ex. 3:2 

5. However, why would a Divine Being EVER BE CALLED “An 

Angel?” 

6. In the Ancient World, direct communication between important 

parties was very rare! A messenger was sent by the one in 

authority; he conveyed the message directly from the one in 

authority! 

c. His question, “Where are you coming from and where are you going?” 

8 

1. In this verse the angel calls her Sarai’s maid. 

2. He also says that Sarah is her mistress! 

d. Hagar responded: “I am fleeing from Sarai!” 8 
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e. The angel told Hagar to return to Sarai and to be submissive to her! 9 

f. The angel’s promised God’s mercies to Hagar: 

1. He promises her a safe return to Abram’s home. 9 

2. He promised her numerous offspring! “I will multiply your 

descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for 

multitude.” 10 

3. He names her son -- Ishmael (“God shall hear!”) “You will bear a 

son; he will be named Ishmael because he has heard your 

affliction.” 11 

4. He described the life and character of that son -- He would not 

have an easy life! He will be a wild man, a constant and fearless 

warrior with others; he will face constant hostility with his 

brethren. 12 

g. Hagar’s response to the angel: She praises the God who sees all and 

thinks that she may have seen the back of Him who sees all. 13 

h. The well became known as Beer Lahai Roi (“the well of him who lives 

and see me!”) 14 

 

7. (Slide #11)  Although this text does not tell us for certain, it seems evident 

that Hagar returned to Sarai. Read Gen. 21. 

 

8. When Hagar bore the son, Abram named him Ishmael. 15 

 

9. (►)  Abram was 86 years old when Ishmael was born. 16 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Lessons From Our Text: 

A. God’s Promises To Abram Were So Sure! 

1. Abram did not have to doubt; God had promised him a son from his own 

loins; it would happen; the question was just “When?” 

 

2. His promises are sure: 

a. Ps. 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;” 

b. The mighty God keeps His Word! Ps. 93:4,5 “The LORD on high is 

mightier Than the noise of many waters, Than the mighty waves of the 

sea. 5Your testimonies are very sure; Holiness adorns Your house, O 

LORD, forever.” 

c. Ps. 111:7 “The works of His hands are verity and justice; All His 

precepts are sure.” 

 

3. Oh, if Abram had only trusted God and His Promises and had been 

convinced that His Promises WERE sure! 
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B. (►)  ANY TIME Man Tries To “Work Out” God’s Plans For Him In A Way 

That Is Contradictory To His Plans, We Will Mess Things Up ROYALLY!!!!! 

1. Jacob had to live in exile for 25 years because he thought he had to “help 

out” God in order to receive his father’s blessings! 

2. Moses had to tend sheep for 40 years in Midian because he was going to 

“help out” God by killing the Egyptian who was abusing an Israelite! Ex. 

2:11-15 

 

3. David wanted to “help out” God by moving the Ark of the Covenant to 

Jerusalem. 

a. When It was moved on a new ox cart, Uzzah died! 

b. It was supposed to be carried by the Kohathites! 

c. Uzzah wanted to protect the precious Ark! 1 Chr. 13:1-10 

 

4. Sarai’s attempt to “help out” God by devising a way to provide a son for 

Abram caused ridicule, envy, hatred, false accusation, and alienation! 

 

5. Her decision made a MESS! 

 

6. It is amazing how an unholy suggestion may seem to have such noble 

motives! 

 

7. HOW TERRIBLE results can be when we do not approach God for 

guidance instead of consulting ourselves and doing things our own way! 

 

 

C. (►)  Temptations To Sin Can Be Couched In Such Attractive Platitudes, 

Convictions, And Rationalizations! 

1. Sarai’s offer seemed so innocuous and innocent! 

 

2. And it certainly played into the lust of the flesh for Abram! 

 

 

D. (Slide #13)  It Is Amazing How We Blame Other’s For Our Own Sin! 

1. It has happen since Eden! 

 

2. Sarai called upon God to rectify how she had been wronged! 

 

3. And yet, in reality, SHE WAS THE INSTIGATOR of the whole mess! 

 

 

E. (►)  Part Of Today’s Battle Between Jews And Arabs Is Rooted In This Event! 

1. Arabia was already populated by the descendants of Cush and Shem long 

before Abraham or Ishmael were born (Gen. 10:7). 

 

2. In reality, not all Arabs are Ishmaelite’s. 
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3. However, all Ishmaelite’s are Arabs! 

a. The Ishmaelite’s lived in the Arabian Peninsula. 

b. Ishmael bore 12 sons; they lived in northern Arabia. Gen. 12:11-16 

c. After Abraham pleaded with God for Ishmael to live under his blessing, 

Genesis 17:20 states, “But as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: behold I 

have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him 

exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great 

nation.” 

d. They were identified as “Ishmaelites.” 

e. Later, they married the Midianites and were coalesced with and into the 

Midianites. 

 

4. Sadly, much of the conflict in the Middle East today is rooted in Sarai’s 

plan to “help God out” by giving Hagar to Abram and by the birth of 

Ishmael. 

 

5. And so, 4,000 years after Sarai’s plan, the animus continues and grows!!!  

 

6. WHAT A TRAGEDY!!! 

 

7. Do not be deceived; we can make decisions that can have decades or 

centuries of horrible consequences!!!! 


