
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“THE RESTORATION PLEA AND 

ITS PRINCIPLES.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Christ Built HIS Church In The First Century! 

A. (Slide #3)  Dn. 2:44 God would set up a Kingdom that would never be destroyed 

during the days of the 4th Empire: 

1. First Empire -- Babylon 

 

2. Second Empire -- Medo-Persian 

 

3. Third Empire -- Greece 

 

4. Fourth Empire -- Rome 

 

 

B. (►)  Mt. 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

 

 

C. (►)  The Church came into existence on the Day of Pentecost recorded in Acts 

2, about A.D. 33. 

1. The Apostles and disciples of Jesus were the first believers in Him. 

 

2. They were the initial members of the Church. 

 

3. The 3,000 who became believers on the Day of Pentecost, Ac. 2:41, were 

added, or as the KJV says “unto them” and the NKJV says “to them.” 

 

 

D. (►)  Christ Is THE Head, THE King, THE Authority Of His Church! 

1. Mt. 28:18 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” 

 

2. I Tim. 6:15 “which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed 

and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” 
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3. Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” 

 

 

E. (►)  The Church -- It Was Founded Upon And It Is The Promoter Of The Truth! 

1. I Tim. 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you 

ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

2. Its Law -- The New Testament: 

a. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are a record of the “Last Will and 

Testament of Jesus Christ!” 

1. Jn. 20:30,31 “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence 

of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

2. Jn. 12:48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has 

that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him 

in the last day.” 

3. He gave It while He was alive, before He died. 

b. When did that Testament come into effect? 

1. When He died! 

2. Heb. 9:16,17 “For where there is a testament, there must also of 

necessity be the death of the testator. 17For a testament is in force 

after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator 

lives.” 

3. That Testament is the Law for His Church! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Sadly, Prophecies Foretold Apostasies. 

A. (Slide #5)  II Thess. 2:7-12 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 

only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of 

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the 

lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 

wonders, 10and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because 

they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this 

reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 
12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure 

in unrighteousness.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #6)  I Tim. 4:1-3 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 

will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 

demons, 2speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a 
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hot iron, 3forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which 

God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know 

the truth.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  II Tim. 3:1-8 “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 

come: 2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3unloving, unforgiving, 

slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4traitors, headstrong, 

haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5having a form of 

godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6For of this 

sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women 

loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7always learning and never 

able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted 

Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved 

concerning the faith; 9but they will progress no further, for their folly will be 

manifest to all, as theirs also was.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  II Tim. 4:1-4 “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His 

kingdom: 2Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3For the time will come 

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, 

because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and 

they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #9)  II Pet. 2:1,2 “But there were also false prophets among the people, 

even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 

destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow their destructive ways, 

because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.” 

 

 

F. (Slide #10)  In view of these prophecies, a CAUTION: II Pet. 3:17 “You 

therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall 

from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #11)  Apostasies Near The End Of The First Century. 

A. (►)  At The Fall of Jerusalem. 

1. Mt. 24:10-13 “And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and 

will hate one another. 11Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 

many. 12And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 

cold. 13But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” 
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2. Mt. 24:23-26 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or 

‘There!’ do not believe it. 24For false christs and false prophets will rise and 

show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I 

have told you beforehand. 26Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the 

desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe 

it.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Pre-Gnostic And Gnostic Doctrines: 

1. Their doctrines: 

a. “WE have complete knowledge; we know more than you Christians 

know!” 

b. “Jesus was NOT a Divine Being in flesh -- Deity and flesh are totally 

incompatible!” 

 

2. The Apostle John’s response: 

a. Be aware of these false teachers! 

1. I Jn. 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 

whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world.” 

2. I Jn. 2:18,19 “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have 

heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 

have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19They went 

out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be 

made manifest, that none of them were of us.” 

b. DO NOT BE INTIMIDATED by those who claim to know more than 

you Christians who have guidance by the Holy Spirit! 

1. I Jn. 2:20,21 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and 

you know all things. 21I have not written to you because you do not 

know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the 

truth.” 

2. I Jn.2:26,27 “These things I have written to you concerning those 

who try to deceive you. 27But the anointing which you have 

received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 

teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all 

things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you 

will abide in Him.” 

c. Those who deny that Jesus is Deity in flesh are in truth ANTICHRIST! 

1. I Jn. 2:22,23 “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
23Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 
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2. I Jn. 4:2,3 “By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3and 

every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which 

you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” 

 

 

C. (►)  The Faith Of Weak Christians Wilting In The Face Of Domitian Caesar’s 

Proclamations -- “Worship ME Or Die!” 

1. He massacred multitudes of Christians! 

 

2. It was SO bad that those who had been beheaded for the cause of Christ are 

pictured under the Throne crying out to God, “HOW LONG until you 

avenge our blood?” Rev. 6:10 

 

3. Many apostatized rather than die. 

 

 

D. (►)  Exaltation Of One Elder To “THE BISHOP!” 

1. This led to one elder having exorbitant and un-Scriptural authority. 

 

2. Through the course of six centuries, this resulted in the hierarchy of the 

apostate Catholic Church. 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #12)  Apostasies In Succeeding Generations: 

A. (►)  Changes In Church Government. 

1. Bishops -- Cyprian advocated that a bishop had ruling authority over the 

congregation that he led; he claimed the bishop was a representative of 

Christ for the congregation. 

 

2. Archbishops 

 

3. Cardinals 

 

4. Pope (Universal Bishop) 

 

 

B. (►)  Changes In The Standard Of Authority Or Teaching: 

1. Elevation of men’s teaching to the same level as the teaching of Christ, the 

Apostles, and the inspired authors of Scripture. 

 

2. Tradition -- the teachings of bishops and religious leaders from the Second 

Century until the immediate past -- the Catholic argument is that those 

traditions were inspired by the Holy Spirit. These were often focused upon 

councils like the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D.  



 6 

3. Magisterium -- the claim that present leaders of Catholicism speak by the 

direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

C. (►)  Changes In Worship: 

1. Lord’s Supper: 

a. Taking it numerous times during the week. 

b. The doctrine of transubstantiation (the idea that when a priest prays 

over the bread and cup, they become the literal body and blood of Jesus 

Christ). 

 

2. Instrumental music. 

 

3. Worship of Mary and saints. 

 

4. Holy days that originated in the minds of men. 

 

 

D. (►)  Doctrinal Changes: 

1. Original sin 

 

2. Sprinkling for baptism 

 

3. Celibacy as a form of higher holiness. 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #13)  Attempts At Reformation: 

A. Many Raised In Catholicism Found Numerous Doctrines That Were 

Contradictory To Scripture And Tried To Reform The Catholic Church -- They 

Did Not Want To Leave It; They Wanted To Change It. 

 

 

B. Examples: 

1. Claudius of Turin 839 A.D. in Italy -- he strongly opposed the worship of 

icons, even the cross. 

 

2. Peter of Bruys 1135 A.D. in France -- he promoted asceticism; he opposed 

mass and prayers for the dead. (He was burned at the stake). 

 

3. Peter Waldo 1218 A.D. in France-- he purported that the New Testament 

was the SOLE standard for religious authority; he opposed the organization 

and ritual of Catholicism! 

 

4. William of Occam, 1280-1339 in England -- he affirmed that Scripture is 

the binding authority; he affirmed that the teachings and decisions of 

councils and popes were not authoritative. 
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5. John Wickliff 1328-1384 in England -- He translated the Scripture from the 

Latin Vulgate into English; he wanted every person to be able to read the 

Scripture. He opposed priestly absolution and transubstantiation. He 

believed that marriage was exalted and that celibacy was not a demand of 

God for holiness. 

 

6. John Hus 1373-1415 in Prague, Czechoslovakia -- he strongly opposed 

indulgences. 

 

7. Jerome Savonarola 1452-2498 in Italy -- he became a Dominican monk; he 

could not endure the wickedness that he saw in the leaders of the Catholic 

Church. 

 

8. John Reuchlin 1455-1522 and Erasmus 1465-1536 in Germany -- Reuchlin 

was a lawyer and linguist, a scholar in Hebrew, who produced a Latin 

lexicon; Erasmus, a scholar in Greek, issued the first Greek printed New 

Testament. 

 

 

C. The Protestant Reformation: 

1. Doctrines that were promoted: 

a. The Bible is the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

b. Luther’s statement: “What is not contrary to Scripture is for Scripture 

and Scripture for it.” (This caused great confusion in the reformation -- 

this was used as an attempt to justify anything not strictly condemned in 

Scripture.) 

c. Justification by faith alone. (This was in opposition to the concept of 

works salvation that permeates Catholic doctrine). 

d. The priesthood of all believers (not just the priesthood of the Roman 

Catholic Church). 

e. Rejection of any intermediaries between the believer and Christ -- 

Mary, intercession of saints, etc. 

 

2 Major advocates: 

a. Martin Luther in Germany 1483-1546 -- he opposed indulgences, he 

nailed his 95 theses to the door of All-Saints Church in Wittenberg. 

b. Philip Melanchthon 1479-1560 in Germany -- 

c. Ulrich Zwingli 1482-1531 in Switzerland -- he began to preach 

sermons from the Scriptures instead of reciting set homilies. He 

promoted the authority of Scriptures, salvation by faith alone, rejected 

saintly intercessions, recognized Christ as the head of the Church, 

promoted allowing the clergy to marry, advocated abolishing images, 

relics, icons, and organs from places of worship, made the sermon the 

center of the worship service, and taught that the Lord’s Supper was a 

symbolic meal or memorial supper, not a literal taking of the body and 

blood of Christ. 
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d. John Calvin 1509-1564 in France -- he advocated the absolute authority 

of Scripture; he introduced congregational singing in worship; he 

believed hereditary depravity and unconditional predestination. 

e. Henry VIII 1491-1544 -- he started the Church of England because of 

his desire to divorce Catherine of Aragon and to marry Anne Boleyn. 

f. John Knox 1505-1572 in Scotland and England -- he founded the 

Presbyterian Church; it was greatly influenced by John Calvin’s 

teaching. 

 

3. There was an explosion in number of churches based upon men’s ideas 

(many were the result of reaction to and disagreement with the beliefs of 

other religions): 

a. Orthodox Church -- 1054 A.D. 

b. It rejected the papacy; they claimed that all bishops were equal. 

c. The Protestant Reformation: 

1. Lutheran Church 1517 

2. Baptist Church 1522 

3. Anglican Church 1536 

4. Methodist Church 1729 

d. Differences in views about the standard of teaching and authority, 

rejection of Papal authority, opposition to worship of saints, debates 

over the “mode” of baptism, rejection of celibacy, and disagreements 

about church organization led to all of these churches coming into 

existence. 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #14)  Restoration Movements” In History: 

A. (►)  Hezekiah In Judah. II Ki. 18:3-6 

1. He began to reign when he was 25 years old. 

 

2. He restored Judah’s worship of God, destroyed idols, cleansed the Temple 

and restored Passover observance. 

 

3. This was in the 8th Century B.C., he began to reign about 726 B.C. 

 

4. He was reigning when the 10 northern tribes, Israel, were taken into 

Assyrian Captivity. 

 

 

B. (►)  Josiah In Judah. II Ki. 22:8-11 

1. He began to reign as a young 8 year old boy about 637 B.C. 

 

2. In the 18th year of his reign, about 620 B.C., Hilkiah the priest found the 

Book Of The Law while they were repairing the Temple. 
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3. Josiah instituted sweeping changes -- he ended idolatry, he restored worship 

and the Passover observance. 

 

4. This was in the 7th Century B.C. 

 

 

C. (►)  Jeremiah, The Weeping Prophet Of Judah. 

1. He TRIED to bring about a restoration in the 7th Century B.C. (630 B.C. - 

586 B.C) 

 

2. He called the people of Judah back to the “old paths” Jer. 6:16. 

 

3. However, they refused to repent and to return to God. 

 

4. Therefore they were sent into Babylonian Captivity. 

 

 

D. (►)  Ezra And Nehemiah Worked With The Returnees From Babylonian 

Captivity; They Rebuilt The Temple, The Walls Of Jerusalem, And Restored 

The Study, Practice, And Teaching Of The Law In Israel. Ezra 7; Nehemiah 

 

 

E. (►)  The American Restoration Movement -- 1700’s - 1800’s. 

1. Knowledge of this movement is quite important for us to understand. 

a. Sadly, many today are quite unfamiliar with the American Restoration 

Movement. 

b. Many Christians today know little about this momentous movement. 

 

2. However, the attitude of those who were a part of the movement is very 

commendable! 

 

 

 

VII. (Slide #15)  The American Restoration Movement. 

A. The Major Principle Of This Movement -- Reformation is NOT the answer; 

RESTORATION IS! 

1. The New Testament Scriptures are the ONLY authoritative rule of faith and 

practice for the Christian. 

a. The Bible should be our ONLY standard. 

b. Sola Scriptura! 

1. Scripture alone constitutes the source of Divine revelation for the 

Christian, and is the ONLY authority for Christian faith and 

practice. 
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2. Alexander Campbell said, “I have endeavored to read the 

Scriptures as though no one had read them before me, and I am as 

much on my guard against reading them today, through the 

medium of my own views yesterday, or a week ago, as I am against 

being influenced by any foreign name, authority, or system 

whatever.” 

c. No book but the Bible! 

 

2. Rejection of ALL human creeds. 

a. Religious creeds lead to such division. 

b. “Let us cast aside all denominational names, creeds, doctrines, and 

practices which divide the Christian world and just wear the name 

‘Christian’ and be only members of the New Testament church.” 

 

3. Churches must teach, worship, and promote patterns of life that follow the 

Divine pattern. 

 

4. Unity of Christians upon the basis of the Bible. 

a. Religious division is sinful! 

b. All who wish to follow Christ should be united in HIS TRUTHS! 

 

 

B. The Amazingly Broad Impact Of This Movement: 

1. James O’Kelly 1757-1826 -- in 1793,1794 he was a Methodist in Virginia 

and North Carolina. 

 

2. Elias Smith and Abner Jones 1803-- Baptists in Vermont, New Hampshire, 

and Massachusetts. 

 

3. Barton Warren Stone 1772-1884 -- 1804, a Presbyterian in North Carolina 

and Kentucky (At Cane Ridge). His parents believed infant baptism; Stone 

could not correlate Calvinism and Scripture. He left the synod of Kentucky; 

he established the Springfield Presbytery; 10 ½ months later it was 

dissolved by his document “The Last Will and Testament Of The 

Springfield Presbytery.” 

 

4. Thomas Campbell 1763-1854 -- a Presbyterian; he proclaimed that there is 

one Church of Christ, there should be no divisions, teach only what is 

enjoined in Scripture, the New Testament is the constitution for the Church, 

if Scripture is silent on a point, no human authority has the right to make 

laws for the church. His work was in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Ohio. 



 11 

5. Alexander Campbell 1788-1866 -- 1809, he was a member of the Redstone 

Baptist Association; His work was in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 

a. Campbell married Margaret Brown on March 12, 1811. 

b. Their first child, a daughter was born on March 13, 1812. 

c. Her birth caused Alexander and Margaret to study the subject of 

baptism. 

d. Finding neither original sin, infant baptism, nor sprinkling, they 

rejected them all! 

 

 

C. We Need To Appreciate What People Have Done In The Past; We Need To 

Learn From Them; We Do NOT Believe What We Believe Because Of What 

They Taught; Our Faith Is In Jesus Christ And In His Testament, The New 

Testament!!! 

 

 

D. (Slide #16)  Slogans Of The American Restoration Movement. 

1. (►)  “Where the Bible speaks, we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are 

silent.” 

a. They sought to submit only to God’s rules. 

b. They sought to go back to the New Testament and to practice only 

those things taught there! 

c. They rejected proclaiming human teachings or opinions and binding 

them upon men. 

d. They believed the Bible was the seed of the Kingdom, Lk. 8:11, and 

that It would produce only Christians, members of the Lord’s Church, 

as it had done since the First Century. 

 

2. (►)  “Do Bible things in Bible ways; call Bible things by Bible names.” 

 

3. (►)  “No creed but Christ, no book but the Bible, no law but love, no name 

but the divine.” 

 

4. (►)  “In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; in all things love.” 

a. I Cor. 1:10 “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment.” 

b. Rom. 14:4,5 “Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own 

master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is 

able to make him stand. 5One person esteems one day above another; 

another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own 

mind.” 

c. Jn. 13:34,35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this 

all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
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d. Eph. 4:15 “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things 

into Him who is the head--Christ” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Thank God That There Were People Who Sought To Be Totally Loyal To 

Christ! 

 

 

B. Ideas About Restoration: 

1. Restoration is a continuing process as people see the error of 

denominationalism and simple come to Christ and to His Church. 

 

2. Restoration is a congregational process as congregations lay aside false 

teachings, repent, and follow the N.T. teaching in all ways. 

 

3. Restoration is an individual thing as individuals see their need for God, 

repent, and submit to Christ for salvation or for return to Christ! 


