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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE BIRTH OF ISAAC AND 

ABRAHAM PROVES HIS FAITH! 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Remember That God Promised Abram A Son When He Was 75 

Years Old. Gen. 12:1-3 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Ten Years Later, When Abram Was 85, Sarai Proposed An Ungodly 

Solution -- Take My Handmaid, Hagar And Bear A Son By Her! Abram Agreed; 

He Took Hagar And Bore Ishmael By Her. Gen. 16:1-16 

1. When Hagar conceived, she began to despise Sarai. 

 

2. Sarai then turned on Abram; he told her to do whatever she chose with her 

handmaid. 

 

3. Sarai was so harsh with Hagar that Hagar fled into the wilderness (likely she 

was headed back to her home in Egypt.) 

 

4. An angel of the Lord told Hagar to return to Sarai and to be submissive to 

her; he made several promises to her: 

a. A safe return to Abram’s house. 

b. Numerous descendants. 

c. Her son would be named “Ishmael” -- “God shall hear.” 

d. The lifestyle of that son -- He would not have an easy life; it would be a 

life of constant war and hostility. 

 

5. Hagar returned to Abram and Sarai’s house. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #4)  The Birth Of Isaac. 

A. (►)  When Abram Was 99 Years Old, God Made His Covenant With Abram 

And Renewed His Promises To Him. Gen. 17:1,2 

1. “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and 

said to him, ‘I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2And I 
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will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you 

exceedingly.’” 

 

2. Abram, you will be the “father of many nations!” 3,4 

 

3. (►)  God changed their names: 

a. Abram meaning “exalted father” -- “Abraham” meaning “father of 

many nations.” 4,5 

b. Sarai meaning “princess” -- Sarah meaning “mother of nations.” 15,16 

 

4. (►)  God renewed his promises: “I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and 

I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will 

establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 

in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your 

descendants after you. 8Also I give to you and your descendants after you 

the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an 

everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 6-8 

 

5. (Slide #5)  They entered into the covenant; circumcision was the sign that 

Abraham had entered into the covenant. 9-14 

a. The males were to be circumcised on the 8th day. 

b. This was for Abraham and all of his descendants. 

c. Abraham circumcised all the males in his house -- Ishmael was 

circumcised when he was thirteen years old, 25, and Abraham was 99 

when he was circumcised. 24 

 

6. When God told Abraham that Sarah would have a son, Abraham laughed! 

a. Remember that she was 89 at this time. 

b. Abraham was 99 at this time. 

c. He was amazed that he could have a son at age 100 and Sarah would 

have a son at 90. 17 

d. That son would be named Isaac. 19 

 

 

B. (Slide #6)  Three Messengers Came To Abraham And Sarah At Mamre And 

Informed Her That She Was Going To Have A Son; Sarah Laughed! Gen. 18:1-

15 

1. Sarah laughed! 12 

 

2. She said, “Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?” 13 

 

3. The Lord’s response: “Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed 

time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a 

son.” 14 

 

4. Those messengers went to Sodom; God told Abraham about the impending 

doom of Sodom and Gomorrah! Abraham pled for the city. 18:16-33 
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5. Then Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed from the face of the earth! Gen. 

19 

 

 

C. Isaac’s Birth. Gen. 21 

1. Between the destruction of Sodom and Isaac’s birth, Abraham went to 

Gerar; this was the second time he lied about Sarah being his wife. Gen. 20 

 

2. Sarah conceived. Gen. 21:1,2 

 

3. The son was born; he was named Isaac. 21:3 

 

4. Abraham circumcised the boy on the 8th day. 21:4 

 

5. This was about 1845 B.C. 

 

6. The SIGNIFICANCE of this birth? 

a. Without Isaac’s supernatural conception and his birth God’s promise to 

bring the Messiah through Abraham would not have happened! 

b. By this conception and birth, God’s promise is alive and well! 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  Sarah’s Anger Toward Hagar And Ishmael. 21:9-21 

1. Sarah saw Ishmael mocking Isaac. 9 

 

2. She demanded that Abraham cast out Hagar and Ishmael. 10 

 

3. Although Abraham was grieved, God directed him to send them away; His 

promises would come through Isaac. A great nation would come from 

Ishmael. 11-13 

 

4. Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael away. She went into the wilderness of 

Beersheba. She thought they were going to die; however God gave her water 

and promised to care for them. 14-21 

 

 

E. (Slide #8)  The AMAZING Test Of Abraham’s Faith! 22:1-19 

1. God tested Abraham’s faith. 1 

 

2. His command: “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 

and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 

of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 2 

 

3. (Slide #9)  Without hesitation Abraham departed on this three-day journey! 

a. “So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and 

took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the 
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wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which 

God had told him.” 3 

b. He prepared everything for the sacrifice. 

 

4. Seeing Mt. Moriah afar off, Abraham left his two servants and he and Isaac 

went up to Mt. Moriah to sacrifice.4-6 

 

5. Isaac asked where the lamb was for the burnt offering; this shows that he 

did not understand what was truly happening. 

 

6. Abraham’s amazing response of faith was, “My son, God will provide for 

Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” 8 

 

7. (Slide #10)  At Mt. Moriah, Abraham built an altar, put the wood on it, 

bound Isaac, put him on the altar, and drew his knife to slay his son. 9,10 

 

8. Immediately the angel of the Lord stopped him! 11,12 

 

9. Abraham was told, “And He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do 

anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not 

withheld your son, your only son, from Me.’” 12 

a. This shows that God had NO INTENTION for Abraham to kill Isaac. 

b. Rather, he was testing Abraham’s faith! 

c. And Abraham passed the test!!!! God said, “For now I know that you 

fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

Me.” 

 

10. And just as Abraham had told Isaac, God provided a ram that was caught in 

a thicket by its horns for a sacrifice. 13. Abraham named the place “The 

Lord will provide.”14 

 

11. God’s praise of Abraham and his faith: “blessing I will bless you, and 

multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and 

as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the 

gate of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” Gen. 22:17,18 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #11)  The Significance Of This Lesson: 

A. (►)  God Keeps His Promises -- Even When They Seem Impossible To Man. 

1. Yes, Sarah laughed; Abraham did too! 

 

2. Why? A hundred year old man and a ninety year old woman are going to 

have a baby? RIGHT!!! 

 

3. But that’s exactly what happened! 
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B. (►)  O For A Faith Like Abraham! 

1. When tested, he never flinched, faltered, or questioned. 

 

2. He just obeyed! 

 

3. Why? He KNEW that God would keep his Word! If God had him to kill 

Isaac, God COULD AND WOULD raise him from the dead! 

a. What faith! 

b. What confidence! 

c. What trust! 

d. (Slide #12)  Heb. 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 

offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his 

only begotten son, 18of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be 

called,’ 19concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 

dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” 

 

4. (Slide #13)  What about OUR faith? 

a. I am amazed at how people claim to be people of faith, yet argue with 

God when there is something they do not like: 

1. Non-Christians -- deny Biblical Truths: 

a. Jesus is the ONLY way! 

b. There is only ONE faith! 

c. There is only ONE baptism! 

d. There is only ONE church! 

e. Baptism is ESSENTIAL to salvation! 

 

2. Christians, compromise and question God’s teachings: 

a. “Well, maybe God would save one who believes in Allah and 

Mohammad or one who believes one Church is as good as 

another or one who has been sprinkled.” 

b. “What’s WRONG with instrumental music?” 

c. “What’s WRONG with drinking alcohol?” 

b. Flinching, faltering, doubting faith has NO sure foundation! 

 

5. “O For A Faith That Will Not Shrink!!!!” 

 

 

C. (Slide #14)  Faith Is NOT Merely What We Believe; It Is Validated By What 

We Do! 

1. Js. 2:21-23 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do you see that faith was working 

together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23And the 

Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God.” 

 

2. He trusted, he acted in total confidence! 
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D. (Slide #15)  Abraham Is The Father Of The Faithful! 

1. The Jews put their confidence in Abraham. 

a. Their cry: “Abraham is our Father!” 

b. They felt that this relationship guaranteed their salvation. 

c. The Gospel to the Jews, Matthew, started with Abraham! Mt. 1:1,2 

 

2. However, Abraham is “father of the faithful!” 

a. He is NOT the father of faithless Jews! 

1. Jn. 8:39,40 “They answered and said to Him, ‘Abraham is our 

father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were Abraham’s children, you 

would do the works of Abraham. 40But now you seek to kill Me, a 

Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham 

did not do this.” 

2. Salvation is based upon faith -- not heritage, nationality, family, or 

personal intellect. 

b. He is the father of all the faithful -- Christians! 

1. Gal. 3:6-9 “Abraham ‘believed God, and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness.’ 7Therefore know that only those who are of 

faith are sons of Abraham. 8And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to 

Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be 

blessed.’ 9So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 

Abraham.” 

2. Gal. 3:26-29 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put 

on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 

seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

 

 

E. (►)  God Never Forgot His Covenant To Abraham! 

1. Ps. 105:42-45 “For He remembered His holy promise, And Abraham His 

servant. 43He brought out His people with joy, His chosen ones with 

gladness. 44He gave them the lands of the Gentiles, And they inherited the 

labor of the nations, 45That they might observe His statutes And keep His 

laws. Praise the LORD!” 

 

2. He gave them Canaan; even when they were sent into Captivity, He still 

remembered His covenant with Abraham! 

 

3. Why? Because that covenant was based upon the promised that the Messiah 

coming through Abraham’s lineage! 
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4. It is amazing how many Biblical Passages focus upon what He SWORE to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! 

a. Gen. 50:24-25 Joseph cited that promise and expressed confidence that 

he could be buried in Canaan! “And Joseph said to his brethren, ‘I am 

dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to 

the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.’ 25Then 

Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, ‘God will surely 

visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’” 

b. Ex. 2:24 God delivered Israel from Egypt because of His promise: “So 

God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with 

Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 

c. Ex. 6:8 “And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am 

the LORD.’” 

d. Ex. 32:13 Moses pled with God not to destroy the whole nation because 

of His promise to Abraham: “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, 

‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this 

land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall 

inherit it forever.’” 

e. Ex. 33:1 “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Depart and go up from here, 

you and the people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to 

the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To 

your descendants I will give it.’’” 

f. Dt. 1:8 As he prepared to send the children of those who came out of 

Egypt into Canaan, He said, “See, I have set the land before you; go in 

and possess the land which the LORD swore to your fathers--to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob--to give to them and their descendants after 

them.” 

g. Dt. 6:10 Israel was to constantly remind their children of God’s 

promise: “So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the 

land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build,” 

h. Dt. 9:5 Israel would be given Canaan for ONE reason -- God’s promise 

to Abraham! “It is not because of your righteousness or the uprightness 

of your heart that you go in to possess their land, but because of the 

wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God drives them out 

from before you, and that He may fulfill the word which the LORD 

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

i. Dt. 9:27 Moses reminds the people what happened at Mt. Sinai and his 

plea to God! “Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do 

not look on the stubbornness of this people, or on their wickedness or 

their sin,” 
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j. Dt. 30:19,20 After presenting blessings for obedience and curses for 

disobedience, God told Israel: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses 

today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 

cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may 

live; 20that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His 

voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length 

of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD 

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” 

k. Lev. 26:42 God reminded the Levites what He would do if the people 

sin and then repent: “then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, 

and My covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham I will 

remember; I will remember the land.” 

 

5. And God focused upon that promise when the unbelievers were told that 

they would not enter Canaan! Nu. 32:10-12 “So the LORD’S anger was 

aroused on that day, and He swore an oath, saying, 11‘Surely none of the 

men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and above, shall see 

the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have 

not wholly followed Me, 12except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the 

Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the 

LORD.’” 

 

 

F. (►)  May We Live So That OUR Faith Can Be Counted For Justification! 

1. “Justification” -- no longer viewed as condemned! 

 

2. Only people of faith (those who “Trust And Obey”) will be justified by 

God! 

 

3. Rom. 4:16-22 “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so 

that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of 

the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 

of us all 17(as it is written, ‘I have made you a father of many nations’) in 

the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life to the dead and 

calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18who, contrary to 

hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, 

according to what was spoken, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ 19And not 

being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since 

he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20He 

did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened 

in faith, giving glory to God, 21and being fully convinced that what He had 

promised He was also able to perform. 22And therefore ‘it was accounted to 

him for righteousness.’” 
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G. (►)  Live So That You Can Be With Abraham Eternally! 

1. Lazarus was with Abraham in Paradise!!! Lk. 16:23-30 

 

2. We can be too -- imagine being with Abraham in Paradise and in Heaven! 

 

3. Live to receive God’s blessings for “the faithful” NOW and eternally!!!!! 


