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“COURAGEOUS, COMMITTED 

CALEB!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Caleb -- A GREAT Man Of God In The Old Testament; A Powerful Example 

For Us As God’s People Today. 

 

 

B. Tonight -- An Examination Of His Life -- A Challenge For Us! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Caleb Chronicles. 

A. (►)  He Was The Son Of Jephunneh. Nu. 3:6 

 

 

B. (►)  He Was 40 Years Old When Israel Left Egypt. Josh. 14:7 

 

 

C. (►)  He Was The Tribe Of Judah’s Representative When The 12 Spies Were 

Chosen. 

1. Nu. 13:4-15 gives a list of the 12 spies. 

 

2. Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan. Nu. 13:17 

 

3. They were in Canaan for 40 days. Nu. 13:25 

 

4. The observations of the spies: 

a. It was a land “flowing with milk and honey!” Nu. 13:27 

1. They cut a cluster of grapes that had to be carried by two of them 

on a pole. 

2. They also brought pomegranates and figs. 

b. The fearful report of the terrified 10 spies: “The people are powerful, 

their cities are fortified, there are giants in the land. Nu. 13:28,29 

c. Caleb’s faithful counterpoint -- “Then Caleb quieted the people before 

Moses, and said, ‘Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are 

well able to overcome it.’” Nu. 13:30 
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d. The contradictory answer of the 10: 

1. “We are helpless against them, they are stronger than we are!” Nu. 

13:31 

2. “The land devours those who live there. Nu. 13:32 

3. “There are huge giants there; we were like grasshoppers in our own 

sight, and in their sight!” Nu. 13:33 

e. Joshua and Caleb were optimistic and driven by faith! Nu. 14:6-9 

1. Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes in distress! 

2. “Trust the Lord!! “If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring 

us into this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk 

and honey.” Nu. 14:8 

3. “Do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, 

for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, 

and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” Nu. 14:9 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Caleb Was The Constant Companion Of Joshua! 

1. Their names were forever linked because of being companions in faith! 

a. Joshua had previously been known as Hoshea; he was the spy 

representing Ephraim, Nu. 13:8; Moses named him Joshua. Nu. 13:16 

b. Nu. 14:24 “But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in 

him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he 

went, and his descendants shall inherit it.” 

 

2. They came out of Egypt at the same time. 

 

3. They were 2 of 600,000 men who came out of Egypt. 

 

4. They were the ONLY 2 who were over the age of twenty when they came 

out of Egypt, endured the 40 years of wilderness wandering, and entered 

Canaan!!! 

a. Nu. 26:65 “For the LORD had said of them, ‘They shall surely die in 

the wilderness.’ So there was not left a man of them, except Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.” 

b. Nu. 32:10-12 “So the LORD’S anger was aroused on that day, and He 

swore an oath, saying, 11‘Surely none of the men who came up from 

Egypt, from twenty years old and above, shall see the land of which I 

swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have not wholly 

followed Me, 12except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, and 

Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the LORD.’” 

c. Dt. 1:34-36 “And the LORD heard the sound of your words, and was 

angry, and took an oath, saying, 35‘Surely not one of these men of this 

evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your 

fathers, 36except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him 

and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he 

wholly followed the LORD.’” 
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5. (Slide #4)  He and Joshua went through the Red Sea AND the Jordan River! 

 

 

E. (Slide #5)  At age 85, Caleb Was Still Active, Faithful, And Determined! 

1. He asks Joshua for the mountains in the land of Judah where the giants 

dwelt! 

a. “And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these 

forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to Moses while 

Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-

five years old. 11As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses 

sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, 

both for going out and for coming in. 12Now therefore, give me this 

mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that 

day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and 

fortified. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able 

to drive them out as the LORD said.” Josh. 14:10-12 

b. Hebron was a Levite city, a city of refuge. Josh. 21:13 

c. Caleb was given the outskirts of Hebron. Josh. 21:11-13 

d. These are the same people that the 10 spies feared. 

e. They were driven out; they fled to Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod and later 

became the Philistines. Josh. 11:21,22; Ju. 1:20 

 

2. Why would Caleb choose this land? 

a. He wanted the most difficult task -- the land of the giants! 

1. Caleb had great confidence in his ability and his faith. 

2. He had great confidence in God! 

3. He had faith in himself; he believed that he could subdue the 

enemy, occupy the land, and make a living there. 

b. There may have been a nationalistic reason to his choice. Abraham, 

Sarah, and Isaac had been buried there; choosing to live in, deliver, and 

be buried in Hebron was like an American choosing Arlington National 

Cemetery. 

 

3. He promised his daughter, Achsah, to be the wife of one who would 

conquer than land of Debir from the giants. Othniel, Caleb’s nephew, Ju. 

1:13 did so; he became Caleb’s son-in-law. Josh. 15:16,17 

 

 

F. (►)  Rewards He Received: 

1. His descendants would inherit the land. Nu. 14:24 “But My servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will 

bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.” 

 

2. Hebron. 

a. Josh. 14:14 “Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son 

of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the 

LORD God of Israel.” 
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b. Jn. 15:13 “Now to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a share among 

the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to 

Joshua, namely, Kirjath Arba, which is Hebron (Arba was the father of 

Anak).” 

c. Josh. 21:12 “But the fields of the city and its villages they gave to 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #6)  Communiqués From Caleb. 

A. (►)  Build A STRONG Faith From Early In Your Life -- It Will Take You 

Through Life! 

1. Young people, LISTEN! 

 

2. None of us is going to be younger; we don’t know what we face in the 

future; NOW is the time to strengthen our faith! 

 

 

B. (►)  Stand Up For God Even In You Are In The Miniscule Minority! 

1. Do you ever feel very lonely as you defend God or stand up for your faith? 

 

2. Stand up for holiness if everyone around you seems to honor or practice 

immorality. 

 

3. Joshua and Caleb were opposed by everyone except Moses! Yet, they did 

not back down in proclaiming trust in God! 

 

4. It is not easy to go against the majority. It takes great courage and 

conviction! 

 

5. It is easy to feel much lonelier than you really are -- Remember Elijah! 

 

6. “Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus!” 

 

 

C. (►)  Live A Faithful Life Respected By Others And Where They Will Select 

You To Take On Responsible Tasks. 

1. He was respected by his peers -- selected to be the spy who represented the 

tribe of Judah. Nu. 13:1,2 

 

2. Joshua and Moses had absolute confidence in Caleb! 
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3. Live a devout, trustworthy life where others will respect you! 

a. As a Christian! 

b. Prepare yourself to be a: 

1. Bible class teacher. 

2. Deacon 

3. Elder 

4. Preacher 

5. Be known as someone who will eagerly teach the Gospel to 

someone. 

c. Be known as someone who will defend the faith. 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  Give Faithful Advice Even If People Won’t Listen!!! 

1. Joshua and Caleb gave wise advice; it just was not respected or followed. 

He is also an example to us! 

 

2. Israel could have occupied the land 40 years before!  

 

3. Give people godly advice whether they respect it, follow it, or ignore it. 

 

4. Urge people to trust God and to obey God! 

 

 

E. (►)  Do Not Let Difficulties Diminish Your Faith! 

1. Difficulties did not diminish Caleb’s faith at all! 

 

2. Being a spy did not discourage him. 

 

3. Being one of only two faithful men did not discourage him! 

 

4. Being older did not encourage him! 

a. He chose the mountain instead of the well-watered plain of Jericho, and 

it was not for the mountain view! 

b. He chose a place where farming would be difficult instead of plains 

where he could easily farm. 

c. He chose the place where strong enemies were entrenched; it would be 

difficult to destroy them or drive them out of the land. 

 

5. Caleb seemed to even be made stronger by facing challenges! 
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F. (►)  Long For Your Name To Be Known As A Faithful One And To Have Your 

Name Written In Heaven! 

1. From the time of their lives, Joshua and Caleb have been etched in the 

history of Israel and in the minds of those who love the Bible and faithful 

living. 

 

2. From the time of their lives, the names of the ten pessimistic spies are 

almost unknown! 

 

3. Long to live a faithful life, to be known as a faithful child of God. 

 

4. Lk. 10:20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 

you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 

 

5. Rev. 21:27 “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or 

causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 

Book of Life.” 

 

 

G. (►)  Keep Your Faith Until You Die! 

1. Some young people have a fearless faith when they are young. 

a. They may act as if they are indestructible. 

b. Some lose some of that fearlessness as they age. 

 

2. Spurts of faith are commendable; however, the Christian walk is a 

marathon! Faith must continue to be shown time and time again! 

 

3. Keep your faith all throughout life. 

 

4. Do not let your faith wane as you age! 

 

5. Remember Christ’s promise: “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.” Rev. 2:10 


