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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE NATION 

OF ISRAEL. 

 

 

 

 

ESAU & JACOB’S BIRTH; DECEPTION OF ISAAC; ISAAC’S DEATH; 

JACOB’S CHILDREN 

 

Introduction: 

A. Previously We Have Seen God’s Promises To Abraham. 

1. A Son -- when he had no son! Finally Isaac was born; then God tested 

Abraham commanding him to offer Isaac. Abraham faithfully followed  

God’s command and was ready to slay Isaac, convinced that God would 

raise him from the dead! Genesis 21,22; Heb. 11:17-19 

 

2. A Great Nation. 

a. With only one son, this promise seemed SO far away! 

b. Tonight, we see the beginnings of the nation of Israel. 

 

 

B. In This Lesson We Will See God’s Promises Continue To Unfold; We Will Also 

See The Roots Of The Nation of Israel. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Events Of The Beginning Of The Nation Of Israel. 

A. (►)  Sarah Dies. 

1. She died At Age 127. Gen. 23:1  

 

2. She was buried in a cave at Machpelah. 23:9,19 

 

 

B. (►)  Abraham Sent His Servant To Find A Wife For Isaac. Gen.24 

1. (Slide #3)  When Isaac was 40 years old, Gen. 25:20, Abraham sent his 

servant back to Haran to his family to get a wife for Isaac; he sent him to 

Laban’s house. Gen. 24:1-9 
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2. He went to the city of Nahor in Mesopotamia; at the well outside of town, 

the servant met Rebekah; she was the great-niece of Abraham. Gen. 

24:15,24. She was Laban’s sister. 24:29 

 

3. Rebekah and her nurse immediately went with the servant; as they neared 

Abraham’s abode, Isaac and Rebekah met; they were soon married. Gen. 

24:61-69 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  Abraham Gave All That He Had To Isaac. Gen. 25:4; Abraham Died 

At Age 175. Gen. 25:7. Isaac and Ishmael Buried Abraham At Machpelah 

Alongside Sarah. Gen. 25:9.10 

 

 

D. (►)  Rebekah Was Barren, Isaac Prayed For Her; God Gave Them Twins -- 

Jacob & Esau. 

1. The twins strove with each other in her womb. 

 

2. She sought understanding from the Lord: “But the children struggled 

together within her; and she said, ‘If all is well, why am I like this?’ So she 

went to inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her: ‘Two nations 

are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One 

people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the 

younger.’” Gen. 25:22,23 

 

3. The boys were Jacob and Esau. 

 

4. Isaac was 60 years old when they were born; he and Rebekah had been 

married for 20 years. Gen. 25:20,26 

 

 

E. Their Birth: 

1. “And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they 

called his name Esau. 26Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took 

hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old 

when she bore them.” Gen. 25:25,26 

a. Esau was covered with red hair. His name meant “red.” 

b. Jacob had hold of his heel as they were born. His name meant “seizing 

by the heel, supplanter, or underminer.” 

 

2. Esau was a hunter; Isaac was a tent dweller [In our vernacular, Esau was a 

hunter, a man of the land; Jacob was a city boy, a momma’s boy!] Gen. 

25:27 

 

 

F. (Slide #5)  They Grew Up In A Dysfunctional Home! There Was Constant 

Antagonism. 



 3 

1. (Slide #6)  Jacob connived to get Esau’s birthright. 

a. Esau came in from the field and was starving. Jacob was cooking stew. 

Esau begged for some of the stew; Jacob agreed to give him stew if 

Esau would give him his birthright. Esau agreed. 

b. Jacob was a conniver. 

c. Esau was an impetuous and foolish young man. His focus was upon the 

physical and material instead of the long range and the spiritual. 

d. (Slide #7)  Gen. 25:28 “Then Jacob said, ‘Swear to me as of this day.’ 

So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.” 

e. Gen. 25:34 “Thus Esau despised his birthright.” 

f. He sold his birthright for a bowl of stew or soup! 

 

2. (Slide #8)  When Esau was 40 years old, he married 2 Hittite women; 

“When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of 

Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35And they 

were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.” Gen. 26:34,35 

 

3. (►)  When Isaac was old and nearly blind, Rebekah and Jacob connived to 

steal Esau’s blessing. Gen. 27 

a. Isaac asked Esau to kill a deer and fix him a meal. 

b. (Slide #9)  Rebekah heard the request, had Jacob to kill two sheep, she 

fixed a meal that Isaac loved. 

c. Rebekah put Esau’s clothes on Jacob and sheep skins on his arms and 

neck and sent him to take the meal to Isaac. 

d. Jacob lied and said he was Esau; Isaac said, “The voice is Jacob's voice, 

but the hands are the hands of Esau.” Gen. 27:22 

e. Isaac ate; had the boy to come near him, smelled his clothes and felt the 

hair; then he pronounced the blessing. Gen. 27:28,29 

f. As soon as Jacob left, Esau came in, he and Isaac were filled with 

consternation! Gen. 27:30-40 

g. The results: Esau was filled with rage and determined to kill his 

brother; Rebekah heard his threat and sent Jacob to live with her 

brother Laban. Gen. 27:41-46 

 

 

G. (Slide #10)  Jacob Lived At Laban’s House For 20 Years; Then Returned To 

Canaan. Gen. 31:41 

1. When Esau saw that Isaac and Rebekah sent Jacob to Laban’s house to find 

a wife, he realized his parents did not approve of the Canaanite women he 

had previously chosen so he went to Ismael and married one of his 

daughters. Gen. 28:10 

 

2. On the way to Laban’s house at Haran, Jacob saw the vision of the ladder to 

heaven, Gen. 28:11-22. He named the place Bethel. 

 

3. As Jacob neared Haran, he met Rachel at the well where animals were 

watered. Gen. 29:1-10 
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4. (Slide #11)  He lived at Haran; he wanted to marry Rachel. 

a. He worked 7 years to be able to marry her. Gen. 29:18-20 

b. At the wedding, Jacob was deceived by Laban and was given Leah and 

her maid, Zilpah! Gen. 29:21-26 

c. Laban offered to give him Rachel after the week of wedding celebration 

for Leah. Gen. 29:27,28 

d. The next week he received Rachel and her maid Bilhah after promising 

to serve Laban for another 7 years. Gen. 29:28,29 

e. Rachel was barren, Leah was not! Gen. 29:30,31 

 

5. (Slide #12)  From these women came the 12 tribes of Israel. 

a. (►)  Leah: 

1. Reuben Gen. 29:31,32 

2. Simeon Gen. 29:33 

3. Levi Gen. 29:34 

4. Judah Gen. 29:35 

b. (►)  Bilhah 

1. Rachel was so jealous; she begged Jacob to give her children or she 

would die. He was SO frustrated with her. Gen. 30:1,2. She gave 

her maid, Bilhah to Jacob. 

2. Dan. Gen. 30:3-6 

3. Naphtali Gen. 30:7,8 

c. (►)  Zilpah 

1. When Leah realized she could not conceive any more, she gave her 

maid, Zilpah, to him. 

2. Gad. Gen. 30:9-11 

3. Asher. Gen. 30:12,13 

d. (►)  Leah 

1. Issachar Gen. 30:14-18 

2. Zebulun Gen. 30:19-20 

3. She also bore a daughter, Dinah. Gen. 29:21 

e. (►)  Rachel 

1. Joseph Gen. 30:21-24 

2. The events that led to Jacob returning to Canaan: 

a. After the birth of Joseph, Jacob asked Laban if he could take 

his family and leave Haran. Laban begged him to remain. 

Jacob agreed if Laban would give him the speckled and 

spotted sheep, the brown lambs, and the spotted and speckled 

goats. Gen. 30:25-35 

b. God blessed Jacob abundantly; his flocks increased far above 

Laban’s. Gen. 30:36-43 

c. 10 times Laban changed the rules; every time God blessed 

Jacob. Gen. 31:7 

d. Finally Jacob secretly left with his wives, children, and 

animals. Laban followed him in anger; they departed from 

each other in peace. Gen. 31:8-55 
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e. On the return, Jacob sent many gifts to appease his brother 

Esau’s anger from 20 years before; the night before meeting 

Esau, he wrestled with an angel. Gen. 32:1-32. At that time the 

Angel to Jacob that his name was changed from “Jacob” 

meaning “Supplanter” to “Israel” meaning “Struggled with 

God and prevailed.” Gen. 32:27,28; God changed his name 

later. Gen. 35:10 

f. Jacob and Esau met and were peaceable. Gen. 33 

g. Jacob dwelt in Schechem. Gen. 33:18,19 

h. At Bethel, God gave Jacob the covenant that He had made 

with Abraham and Isaac previously. Gen. 35:11,12 

3. Benjamin Gen. 35:16-20. Rachel died in childbirth. 

 

 

H. Isaac Died When He Was 180; Jacob And Esau Buried Him. Gen. 35:28,29 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #13)  Important Results Of These Events: 

A. (►)  The Beginnings Of MANY Nations: 

1. (►)  The Ammonites And Moabites [Descendants Of Lot’s Daughters]: 

Gen. 19 

a. Ammonites -- the result of the drunken, incestuous relationship of Lot’s 

oldest daughter with her dad after the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah when they lived alone in a cave in the mountains. Gen. 

19:31-33,37 

b. Moabites -- the result of the drunken, incestuous relationship of Lot’s 

youngest daughter with her dad after the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah when they lived alone in a cave in the mountains. Gen. 

19:34-36,38 

 

2. (►)  Edomites. 

a. Gen. 25:30 “And Esau said to Jacob, ‘Please feed me with that same 

red stew, for I am weary.’ Therefore his name was called Edom.” 

b. His descendants became the Edomites. 

c. “Edom” meant “red.” 

d. Esau was red all over when he was born: Gen.25 25 “And the first came 

out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name 

Esau.” 

e. Esau and his descendants, the Edomites. Gen. 36 

 

 

B. (►)  The Beginnings Of Israel: 

1. (Slide #14)  The 12 Sons Of Jacob: 2. The 12 Tribes Of Israel 

a. (►)  Reuben   a. (►)  Reuben 

b. Simeon b. Simeon 

c. Levi  
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d. Judah c. Judah 

e. Issachar d. Issachar 

f. Zebulun e. Zebulun 

g. Dan f. Dan 

h. Naphtali g. Naphtali  

i. Gad h. Gad 

j. Asher i. Asher 

k. Joseph j. Manasseh 

  k. Ephraim 

l. Benjamin l. Benjamin 

2. Observe that you had 12 sons of Jacob; the 12 tribes land wise (►)  omitted 

Levi -- they lived in cities throughout the land so they could be the priests 

for all of the people; (►)  Joseph got a double portion through his two sons 

Manasseh and Ephraim. 

3. (Slide #15)  Map showing their land divisions: 

a. (►)  Reuben 

b. (►)  Simeon 

c. (►)  Judah 

d. (►)  Issachar 

e. (►)  Zebulun 

f. (►)  Dan 

f. (►)  Gad 

h. (►)  Naphtali 

i. (►)  Asher 

j. (►)  Manasseh 

k. (►)  Ephraim 

l. (►)  Benjamin 

 

 

C. (Slide #16)  The Importance Of Who You Marry! 

1. Abraham wanted Isaac to have a wife from people who had the same values 

and who respected God. Gen. 24 

 

2. Isaac wanted the same for Jacob! 

a. Rebekah sent him to Laban’s to protect his life! She used the idea of 

who he would marry to influence Isaac to send him to Laban. Gen. 

26:42-46 

b. Isaac sent him to Laban’s. Gen. 27:1-5 

 

3. Esau married two Hittite women. Gen. 26:34,35 

a. He married two women from his “community.” 

b. It seems there was no thought to their morals, their religion, or how 

they would “fit in” with his family. 

c. He gave no thought to how they might negatively impact his present 

and future! 

d. To those not married -- Who you marry DOES have a huge impact: 

1. How you get along with your family. 
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2. How you will live in daily life. 

3. How you will serve God or if you will leave Him. 

4. How your children will be raised -- religiously, morally, values, 

et.al. 

 

4. Later, when Esau saw that his parents sent Jacob to Laban’s to get a wife 

and he realized that they were not happy with the wives he married, he 

married Ishmael’s daughter. Gen. 27:6-9 

 

 

D. (►)  The Importance Of Having Godliness, Peace, And Genuine Love In A 

Home! 

1. Isaac and Rebekah’s home was filled with partiality, jealousy, back-

stabbing, and deceit! 

 

2. No wonder Esau was so vain; no wonder there was such competition and 

strife between Esau and Jacob. 

 

3. If godliness, peace, and genuine love had abounded, things may have been 

much different! 

 

4. And you see in Jacob’s home the awful impact of polygamy -- jealousy, 

envy, and covetousness abounded! 

a. Think of the jealousy and conniving of Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, and 

Zilpah. It is easy for us to say in our culture, “Well that is the result of 

their polygamy; for the most part, Americans don’t practice that!” 

b. And yet, you see the strain, envy, jealousy, covetousness, and strife that 

result from broken homes and the result of divorce and remarriage! 

 

 

F. (►)  In-Laws Can Be A Blessing Or A Curse! 

1. Abraham and Sarah seemed to love and support Rebekah totally! 

a. That made a peaceful life for Rebekah when she moved into their clan. 

b. You see no strife in that relationship. 

 

2. On the other hand, look at Jacob’s dealings with Laban -- constant 

dishonesty (gave him Leah instead of Rachel; changed his wages 10 times); 

and made him serve him 20 years for his two daughters and animals. 

 

3. Parents -- you have significant impact upon the success or failure of your 

children’s marriages! 

 

4. When you choose a person for a mate, think about how they will get along 

with your parents and extended family. 
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G. (►)  God Is At Work Through These People To Bring About The Promise Of A 

Great Nation That Will Ultimately Bring Jesus Christ, The Messiah Into The 

World! 


