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HOPE’S CARE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Imagine Living With NO Optimism And NO Hope About Tonight, Tomorrow, 

Or About The Future!!! 

 

 

B. Christians Need To Understand, Appreciate, And Cherish Hope! 

 

 

C. Tonight’s Lesson -- “Hope’s Power!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Living Without Hope. 

A. (Slide #3)  Two Examples Of Hopelessness. 

1. (►)  Solomon: 

a. This blessed young man, the son of David and Bathsheba, the third king 

of the great nation of Israel, raised in faith and “loved the LORD” I Ki. 

3:3, the “wisest man who ever lived” I Ki. 3:3-28; this man who build 

the glorious Temple and his own magnificent house, who built a mighty 

army, whose ships provided a great navy and lucrative sea trade, who 

focused upon luxury and extravagance, would seem to be the absolute 

example of joy, happiness, security, and hope! 

b. However, this young man who started out loving the Lord soon had his 

heart turned away from God -- he turned to wine, women (700 wives 

and 300 concubines who turned his heart away from God), worldliness, 

work, and wealth beyond imagination. 

c. He lived a large portion of his life totally rejecting God! 

d. However, all of those things that supposedly should have given him 

hope rather gave him hopelessness!!! 

e. He may have become a quite elderly man before he finally “woke up!” 

f. Oh how hopeless man can be when he is confronted with his frailty: 

“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the 

difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no 

pleasure in them’: 2While the sun and the light, The moon and the stars, 
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Are not darkened, And the clouds do not return after the rain; 3In the 

day when the keepers of the house tremble, And the strong men bow 

down; When the grinders cease because they are few, And those that 

look through the windows grow dim; 4When the doors are shut in the 

streets, And the sound of grinding is low; When one rises up at the 

sound of a bird, And all the daughters of music are brought low; 5Also 

they are afraid of height, And of terrors in the way; When the almond 

tree blossoms, The grasshopper is a burden, And desire fails. For man 

goes to his eternal home, And the mourners go about the streets. 
6Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, Or the golden 

bowl is broken, Or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, Or the wheel 

broken at the well. 7Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And 

the spirit will return to God who gave it.” Ecc. 12:1-7 

g. When he finally “woke up”, he described life without God -- “‘Vanity 

of vanities,’ says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.’” Ecc. 

1:2; also 12:8 

 

2. (►)  The Atheist, Robert Owen. 

a. In April 1829 Alexander Campbell, one of the scholarly leaders of the 

American Restoration Movement participated in a public debate with 

Robert Owen who was a Scottish socialist and atheist in Cincinnati, 

OH. 

b. Even though they had such diametrically opposite philosophical and 

theological views, they apparently became friends. 

c. Sometime after the debate, Campbell invited Mr. Owen to visit him in 

Bethany, WV. 

1. They went for a walk in the fields. 

2. Owen is said to have turned to Campbell and said, “I have one 

advantage over the Christian.” 

3. “What is that, sir” Campbell asked. 

4. “I am not afraid to die” replied Owen. “If I had a few business 

affairs arranged, I could lie down and die without fear.” 

5. Campbell asked him, “Have you any hope in death?” 

6. Owen answered, “No, sir, I think that death is the end, and I am 

without hope and fear in death.” 

7. Campbell then astutely pointed out, “Do you see that ox over 

there? It has filled itself with the grass of the meadow, and now 

stands in the shade of the tree, without fear and without hope in 

death. Tell me, sir, what does infidelity do to elevate a man above 

the beasts?” 

 

 

B. (►)  The Tragic Results Of Hopelessness! 

1. Rom. 1:18-32 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, 

for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His 
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invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 

were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed 

the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--

and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24Therefore God also 

gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their 

bodies among themselves, 25who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 

forever. Amen. 26For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For 

even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 
27Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in 

their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and 

receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28And even 

as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 

a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29being filled with 

all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are 

whisperers, 30backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors 

of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31undiscerning, untrustworthy, 

unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32who, knowing the righteous judgment 

of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only 

do the same but also approve of those who practice them.” 

 

2. Sadly, some reject God, have no real focus, let sin overwhelm them, and 

turn to every kind of sin imaginable!!!!! 

 

3. And hope? Oh no! Pure hopelessness takes over! 

 

 

C. (►)  Even Children Of God Can Become Hopeless! 

1. If troubles flood our lives, we may feel hopeless! 

 

2. Job is a classic example -- his hopeless plight: 

a. Robbed of his children, Covered from head to toe with boils. Job. 7:6 

“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, And are spent without 

hope.” 

b. Job 14:18,19 “But as a mountain falls and crumbles away, And as a 

rock is moved from its place; 19As water wears away stones, And as 

torrents wash away the soil of the earth; So You destroy the hope of 

man.” 

c. Job 17:15 “Where then is my hope? As for my hope, who can see it?” 

 

3. Elijah when threatened by Jezebel felt hopeless! I Kings 19 
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D. (►)  Those Who Have Lived In Hopelessness CAN HAVE Hope! 

1. Eph. 2:1-3 “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
2in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according 

to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience, 3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” 

 

2. Sin alienates men from God, enslaves, and causes them to face the wrath of 

God! 

 

 

E. By Contrast, What About Having Hope? How Powerful Can It Be? 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  What IS Biblical Hope? 

A. “Hope” Is Such A Confusing Word When You Compare Our Everyday Usage 

With God’s Meaning In Scripture. 

 

 

B. (Slide #5)  Everyday usage: 

1. Most people define “hope” as a “wish.” 

 

2.  “I HOPE to win the Publisher’s Clearing House $11 Million!” 

a. That’s just an unexpected wish! 

b. One has infinitesimal expectation -- it is just a nice thought! 

 

3. One with terminal and incurable illness may say, “I HOPE I get better.” 

 

4. Many of these “hopes” are SO unrealistic! 

 

5. Question marks! 

 

 

C. (►)  God’s definition: 

1. True “Hope” is based up God and His truthfulness. 

 

2. Bible hope is NOT a “wish;” it is EXPECTATION! 

 

3. It is TRUST based upon the trustworthiness of the One making the 

promises. Tit. 1:2 “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, 

promised before time began,” 

 

4. Exclamation marks! 

 

5. God has promised; His promises are true; I KNOW He will keep His word! 
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6. When understood Biblically, “Hope” is such a precious word! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #6)  Living In Hope Now! 

A. (Slide #7)  Hope Gives Joy And Confidence! 

1. Col. 1:3-5 “we give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you, 4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 

your love for all the saints; 5because of the hope which is laid up for you in 

heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,” 

 

2. Pr. 10:28 “The hope of the righteous will be gladness, But the expectation of 

the wicked will perish.” 

 

3. I Thess. 4:13 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.” 

 

4. Hope lightens the burden! Rom. 12:12 “rejoicing in hope, patient in 

tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;” 

 

 

B. (►)  Hope Motivates One To Live A BETTER Life; It Drives One To 

Purity In A World Of Darkness! 

1. Hopelessness or immorality provides NO reason to an uplifted or holy life! 

 

2. True hope inspires one to live a life that is far above mediocrity, far above 

what everyone else does, far above what a person might choose for himself -

- it inspired him to strive to be like God! 

 

3. “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 

pure.” I Jn. 3:3 

 

4. I Pet. 1:13-17 “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest 

your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ; 14as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 

former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15but as He who called you is holy, you 

also be holy in all your conduct, 16because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am 

holy.’ ” 

 

5. We KNOW that sin has a terrible reward; purity has a precious present and 

an eternal reward. 

 

 

C. (►)  Hope Gives Strength and Stability To The Wearied Heart Amidst 

Life’s Struggles And Turmoils! 

1. You have an ANCHOR for life’s ups and downs and violent storms! 
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2. “Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart, All you who hope 

in the LORD. Ps. 31:24 

 

3. Heb. 6:19 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 

steadfast,” 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Hope Provides Perseverance! 

1. Rom. 8:25 “But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 

with perseverance.” 

 

2. Christians live “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised 

before time began,” Tit. 1:2 

 

3. I Thess. 1:3 “remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, 

and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and 

Father,” 

 

4. Heb. 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 

for He who promised is faithful.” 

 

 

E. (►)  Hope Helps In Life’s Greatest Crises And Darknesses! 

1. Pr. 14:32 “The wicked is banished in his wickedness, But the righteous has 

a refuge in his death.” 

 

2. The Christian’s hope may be all he has in the midst of tribulation! Rom. 

8:22-24 “For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth 

pangs together until now. 23Not only that, but we also who have the 

firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 

waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24For we were saved 

in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope 

for what he sees?” 

 

 

F. (►)  Hope Takes Away Despair When Loved Ones Die. 

1. When loved ones of those in hopelessness die, there is often resignation, 

anger, or despair. 

 

2. When God’s people lose loved ones, whether mate, child, sibling, parent, 

friend, or fellow Christian, there is NO despair! 

 

3. David’s confidence when his child died: “But now he is dead; why should I 

fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 

me.” II Sa. 12:23 
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4. I Thess. 4:13-18 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 
14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 

with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15For this we say to you by the word of 

the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will 

by no means precede those who are asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 

the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who 

are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 

 

G. (Slide #9)  Hope Gives Confidence As You Step Through That Dark Veil Of 

Death -- From Life On Earth Into Eternity! 

1. That hope based upon Christ is SO real and powerful! 

 

2. Ps. 16:9 “Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also 

will rest in hope.” 

a. Man knows that his spirit will not remain in Hades. 

b. “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your 

Holy One to see corruption.” 10 

c. David, a type of Christ! 

 

3. Tit. 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 

God and Savior Jesus Christ,” 

 

4. I Cor. 15:19 “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 

the most pitiable.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #10)  Living In Hope Of Eternal Life! 

A. Jn. 5:28,29 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in 

the graves will hear His voice 29and come forth--those who have done good, to 

the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 

condemnation.” 

 

 

B. Phil. 3:20,21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 

for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body that it 

may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He 

is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 
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C. Faithful Christians Can Live In Hope Now In View Of Heaven! 

1. I Pet. 1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance 

incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven 

for you, 5who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time.” 

a. It is a LIVING hope! It is REAL! 

b. That hope is based upon the Resurrection of Jesus! 

c. It is hope of an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and it does 

not fade away! It is real; it is perfect; it is eternal! 

d. It is reserved [“having been guarded!”] in heaven for faithful 

Christians! 

e. It is for those who are kept by the power of God through faith! The 

point -- cease believing and hope vanishes! 

 

2. Jn. 6:40 “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him 

up at the last day."” 

 

3. Rom. 6:22 “But now having been set free from sin, and having become 

slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.” 

 

 

 

(Slide #11)  Conclusion: 

A. Life With Hope In Christ -- SO Precious! 

 

 

B. Life Without Hope -- Pitiable And Pitiful! 

 

 

C. The Hopeless Can Come To Hope! 

1. Unbelievers and sinners can come to faith in Christ. 

a. I Cor. 6:9-11 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10nor thieves, 

nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 

the kingdom of God. 11And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” 

b. They can go from hopelessness to true hope! 

 

2. The man of “VANITY” finally found hope again -- Ecc. 12:13 “Let us hear 

the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 

For this is man’s all.” 


