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SAINTLY SINGLES! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Many Christians Are Have Never Married Or Have Lost Their Mates And Are 

Widows Or Widowers (Single Again). 

 

 

B. Today We Examine Feelings, Pressures, And Opportunities That Singles May 

Experience. 

 

 

C. And This Lesson Also Has Advice For Family Members And For Those Who 

Are Married. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Biblical Singles: 

A. (►)  Women 

1. Single Women: 

a. (►)  Mary: 

1. She was a devout, godly, and pure young woman. 

2. She was a single virgin who was betrothed to Joseph. 

3. She was chosen by God to bring the Christ into the world!!!! 

4. Lk. 1:28 “And having come in, the angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, 

highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 

women!’” 

5. Lk. 1:30,31 “Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His 

name JESUS.” 

b. (►)  Miriam: 

1. She was the sister of Moses and Aaron. 

2. When Moses was born, his mother hid him for 3 months. Ex. 2:2 

3. Her mother gave as a young girl, found a nurse for Moses, and then 

helped Moses lead the people from Egypt. 

c. (►)  Philip’s Four Single Daughters. 
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1. Ac. 21:9 “On the next day we who were Paul’s companions 

departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the 

evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9Now 

this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied.” 

2. These women are some about whom Joel prophesied and Peter 

proclaimed would receive miraculous gifts: Ac. 2:16-18 “But this 

is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17'And it shall come to 

pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on 

all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your 

young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 
18And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.’” 

d. (►)  Mary Magdalene 

1. She had been possessed by 7 demons; Jesus cast them out. Mk. 

16:9; Lk. 8:2 

2. She traveled with Jesus as one of His followers. 

3. She saw Him Crucified; she saw the empty tomb; and she saw Him 

resurrected! 

4. She is mentioned 12 times in the Gospels, more than most of the 

Apostles! 

e. (►)  Mary and Martha 

1. These are the sisters of Lazarus; these 3 siblings lived in Bethany, a 

small village about 1 ½ miles just east of Jerusalem. 

2. Lk. 10:38-41; Jn. 11; 12:1 

3. Jesus stayed in their home when He was in Judea. 

4. They hosted the Lord; they loved to hear His teachings! 

5. Jesus loved this family. Jn. 11:5 

6. These two sisters had such faith in Christ. After Lazarus died, 

when Jesus came to their home, Martha said, “Lord, if You had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” Jn. 11:21 

7. Jesus, “the resurrection and the life” Jn. 11:25 raised Lazarus from 

the dead! Jn. 11:43,44 

 

2. (Slide #3)  Widows: 

a. (►)  Anna 

1. Lk. 2:36-38 “Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter 

of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had 

lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37and this 

woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart 

from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night 

and day. 38And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, 

and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in 

Jerusalem.” 

2. She was married for 7 years; her husband died; she spent 84 years 

single and served the Lord at the Temple! 

3. Her focus: she was looking for the Messiah who would bring 

redemption to Israel! 
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4. Here is a lady who devoted her life to serving God! 

b. (►)  Naomi 

1. She was the wife of Elimelech; they lived in Bethlehem in Judah. 

2. Because of a famine, they went to the land of Moab. 

3. There Elimelech died; Naomi was widowed. 

c. (►)  Ruth. 

1. She was a Moabite, the daughter-in-law of Naomi. 

2. She was married to Mahlon. 

3. He too died and left Ruth a widow. 

4. When Naomi returned to Judah, Ruth went with her. 

5. She came to faith in Almighty God! 

6. Her memorable affirmation was, “Entreat me not to leave you, Or 

to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I will 

go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my 

people, And your God, my God. 17Where you die, I will die, And 

there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If 

anything but death parts you and me.” Ru. 1:16,17 

7. This woman, even in following the customs of the day, was so pure 

and holy even in situations that could have been very enticing. Ru. 
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d. (►)  Widow of Zarephath. 

1. She fed Elijah during the famine. I Ki. 17:8-24 

2. He provided for Elijah during that famine. I Ki. 17:9 

e. Mary -- after Joseph died, she was still loyal to Jesus and God. 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  Men: 

1. Singles: 

a. (►)  Joseph 

1. Despised by his envious brothers and sold into slavery, Joseph was 

a slave in Egypt. 

2. As a young single man, Potiphar’s wife continued to try to seduce 

him. 

3. Joseph was holy and rejected temptation because of his love for 

God! 

4. As a righteous and as a godly young man Joseph declared that he 

could not mistreat Potiphar or disobey God, “But he refused and 

said to his master's wife, ‘Look, my master does not know what is 

with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my 

hand. 9There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept 

back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How 

then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?’” Gen. 

39:8,9 

b. (►)  Jeremiah and Elijah 

c. (►)  Lazarus Jn. 11,12 -- He was a disciple of Jesus and a host of the 

Lord. 
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d. (►)  Jesus 

1. He lived here on Earth 33 ½ years. 

2. He lived a holy, perfect life! 

3. He served mankind, He taught the lost, He educated His disciples. 

4. He went about doing good! Ac. 10:38 

 

2. (Slide #5)  Widowers: 

a. (►)  Ezekiel. 

1. He was a prophet to the captives in Babylon. 

2. “I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died; 

and the next morning I did as I was commanded.” Ezek. 24:18 

b. (►)  Paul. 

1. He was married even though many deny this. 

2. He had a right to have a wife. 

3. As a member of the Sanhedrin, he had to be married. 

4. Paul addressed that in I Cor. 7:8,9 “But I say to the unmarried and 

to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; 9but 

if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better 

to marry than to burn with passion.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #6)  Godly Advice For Single Christians. 

A. Who Am I Addressing As “Single Christians?” 

1. The never married. 

 

2. Widows or widowers. 

 

3. Divorcees: 

a. If a mate has had an unscriptural divorce, he/she has no right for 

remarriage. I Cor. 7:10,11, Mt. 5:32; Mt. 19:9 

b. If a mate had a scriptural divorce (He or she was faithful while his/her 

mate committed fornication while they were married), God gives the 

innocent person the right of remarriage. Mt. 5:32; Mt. 19:9 

 

 

B. (►)  Do Not See Being Single As A Disease! 

1. Being single is not a curse; it does not suggest that there is something 

WRONG with you! 

 

2. Do not see yourself as a fifth wheel or outsider! 

 

3. Do not be resentful when God’s Word about marriage, the roles of mates, 

and God’s guidance about sexuality are taught. 

a. Do not allow that teaching to make you feel 

b. Do not let Biblical teaching cause you to doubt your self-worth or 

value! 
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4. You are a Christian! You are a precious Christian! 

 

5. Use your life to glorify God, to spread the Gospel, and to do good! 

 

6. Share your life with married couples. 

 

7. Love and encourage children. 

 

8. Be a supporter of groups that you feel comfortable encouraging -- teens, 

KPT kids (1-6th grades), seniors, shut-ins, et.al. 

 

9. Build friendships with other singles. 

 

10. And married people, I urge you to not act like single people have a disease 

or that something is wrong with them! 

a. Do not view them as weird or different!  

b. Do not pressure them to marry! 

c. Do not make snide comments! 

 

 

C. (►)  Use Your Single Life To Do GREAT Service For The Lord And His 

Church! 

1. I Cor. 7:34,35 “There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The 

unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy 

both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of 

the world--how she may please her husband. 35And this I say for your own 

profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you 

may serve the Lord without distraction.” 

 

2. Do good unto all men! Gal. 6:10 

 

3. Phil. 2:3-5 “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of 

you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” 

 

4. Use your time for the service of God, not just being alone! Eph. 5:16 

“redeeming the time,” 
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D. (Slide #7)  Single Ladies, Imitate Those Women Who Devoted Themselves To 

The Cause! 

1. Phil. 4:3 “And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who 

labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow 

workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.” 

 

2. Women can do amazing things in the cause of Christ locally, nationally, and 

internationally! 

 

 

E. (►)  Single Men, Imitate The Lord! 

 

 

F. (Slide #8)  Make Yourself Marriage Material. 

1. Guys, prepare yourself to be the best person you can be! 

a. Learn God’s teaching for husbands -- loving heads. 

b. Observe and imitate godly husbands. 

 

2. Ladies, prepare yourself to be the best person you can be! 

a. Learn God’s teaching for wives. 

b. Observe and imitate godly wives. 

 

 

G. (►)  Do Not Let Other’s Failures In Marriage Cause You To Give Up On 

Marriage! 

1. Tragically, many single people in our culture are TERRIFIED of marriage! 

 

2. Many singles have seen failures of parents, siblings, aunts & uncles, friends, 

and peers. 

 

3. However, marriage is a wonderful institution ordained by God. 

 

 

H. (Slide #9)  Widows And Widowers Must Not Drown In Sorrow! 

1. Do not weep as those who have no hope! I Thess. 4:13 

 

2. See what you can do everyday to make a difference in the lives of the lost 

and for the glory of the Church! 
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I. (►)  If You Miss The Companionship Of Marriage, Do Not Sin, Marry! 

1. I Cor. 7:8,9 “But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for 

them if they remain even as I am; 9but if they cannot exercise self-control, 

let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.” 

a. Spend your life in evangelism and missions if you are able to do that. 

b. However, if you struggle with desires for intimacy and choose to marry,  

 

2. Paul saw widowhood as a privilege, not as a punishment! 

 

3. Make sure that you marry one who is an eligible candidate for marriage -- 

one never married, one who is widowed, or one who put away his/her mate 

for their fornication while he/she was faithful to their vows. 

 

 

J. (Slide #10)  Single Women And Widows -- Use Your Special Skills And 

Talents To Be So Impactful In The Lives Of Others! 

1. You have that precious intuition! 

 

2. You can have and express empathy that many men do not do well. 

 

3. You may be able to use examples to cause people to think about the 

spiritual that others cannot express. 

 

 

K. (►)  Ladies, Do Not See God’s Roles As Restrictions! 

1. We all have limitations. 

 

2. They are not barriers of punishment from a vindictive God. 

 

3. They are funnels to direct us into profitable service in the home and in the 

Church to profitable service. His law of roles guide us in what he expects in 

our service. 

 

 

L. (Slide #11)  Protect Yourself From Discouragement! 

1. Discouragement can paralyze you! 

 

2. Find reasons for living and being an effective Christian! 
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M. (►)  Protect Yourself From Sexual Sins. 

1. God calls Christians to a life of sexual purity! 

a. Use your body for holy living, not for fulfilling lusts and immoral 

living! I Thess. 4:3-8 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 

that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each of you 

should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 
5not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no 

one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, 

because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you 

and testified. 7For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 
8Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has 

also given us His Holy Spirit.” 

b. Never give in to sexual immorality; marry if you seek sexual 

fulfillment! I Cor. 7:2 “Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let 

each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own 

husband.” 

 

2. Imitate Jesus! Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, 

yet without sin.” He has faced EVERY sexual temptation you have faced; 

He overcame! YOU CAN TOO! 

 

3. Sexual purity is vital for the never married, widows or widowers, the 

divorced, the engaged, and the married! 

 

4. Do not be deceived by culture! 

 

5. Do not be deceived by someone seeking to tempt you! 

 

 

 

(Slide #12)  Conclusion: 

A. Christian Singles, Be Saintly Singles! 

 

 

B. NEVER Be a Single Who Dishonors God By Living A Vile, Sinful Life! 

1. Lot’s daughters: Gen. 19:31-38 

 

2. Herodias’s daughter. Mt. 14:8; Mk. 6:16-28 

 

3. Tamar posing as a harlot to get Judah to observe levirate marriage! Gen. 38 

 

 

C. Singles -- Be A Mary, Be A Mary Magdalene; Be A Joseph, Be A Jesus! 

 

 

D. Widows And Widowers -- Be An Anna, Be A Ruth; Be An Ezekiel, Be A Paul! 
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E. Determine To Be A Saintly Single Whose Attitude And Life Glorify God! 


