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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

JOSEPH’S BROTHERS SEEK FOOD; 

JACOB ULTIMATELY TRAVELS TO 

EGYPT! 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson: Joseph Was Sold Into Slavery -- An Event That Led To The 

Explosion Of The Descendants Of Abraham Into A Great Nation! 

 

 

B. The Events In The Life Of Joseph Are Some Of The Most Highly Dramatic And 

Emotion-Filled Events In The Bible! 

 

 

C. From Canaan To Pharaoh’s Next In Command! 

1. (Slide #2)  Joseph, Jacob’s favorite son as exhibited by his gift of the coat 

of many colors, was sold by his spiteful brothers as a slave to the Ishmaelite 

traders. (Slide #3)  They resented their father’s favoritism and Joseph’s 

dreams about them and their parents submitting to him. 

 

2. (Slide #4)  In anger, they threw him in a pit; (Slide #5)  later they sold him 

to Potiphar in Egypt; Joseph was the overseer of everything that Potiphar 

owned; God blessed Potiphar’s house because Joseph was there. 

 

3. (Slide #6)  After he rejected Potiphar’s wife’s advances, Joseph was put in 

prison. 

 

4. (Slide #7)  In prison, he again prospered and was over the prisoners. After 

interpreting the baker’s and the butler’s dreams, Joseph asked the butler to 

remember him when the butler was restored to serving Pharaoh. However, 

the butler forgot him until two years later when Pharaoh had dreams that no 

one could interpret. 

 

5. (Slide #8)  Joseph was called from prison; he interpreted the dreams; 

Pharaoh selected Joseph to oversee the collection and storage of food during 

the seven years of plenty; thus they would be prepared to survive the seven 

years of subsequent famine! 

a. Pharaoh’s dreams: Gen. 41:1-7 

1. 7 pitiful (ugly and gaunt) cows devoured 7 healthy cows. 2-4 
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2. 7 plump and healthy heads of grain came upon a stalk; 7 thin and 

blighted (scorched) head then sprouted; they ate the 7 plump heads 

of grain. 5-7 

b. Pharaoh’s magicians and wise men could not interpret the dreams. 8 

c. This event caused the butler to remember the dreams that he and the 

baker dreamt two years earlier and Joseph interpreting those dreams 

correctly. 9-13 

d. Pharaoh called Joseph from the dungeon; he shaved, changed clothes 

and came before Pharaoh. 14 

e. Pharaoh told Joseph that no one could interpret his dreams but he heard 

that Joseph could interpret them; Joseph gave all the credit to God for 

this gift! 15,16 

f. Pharaoh reiterated his dreams to Joseph. 17-24 

g. Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams: 25-36 

1. These two dreams have the same meaning, 25,26. 

2. God is telling you what He is about to do, 26,28 -- there will be 

seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. The seven 

years of plenty provide an opportunity to store up food for the 

famine. The famine will be SO severe that people will forget the 

seven years of plenty!!! 27-31 

3. The two dreams with the same meaning had two messages -- these 

events were certain to happen; they would begin to occur shortly! 

32 

4. Pharaoh must act quickly to select a discerning and wise man to be 

in charge of storing up food! 33 

5. They must store up 20% of the harvest each year to prepare for the 

famine! 34-36 

6. (Slide #9)  Pharaoh selected Joseph to be the overseer or governor 

over all the collection and distribution of that food. 37-45 

7. (Slide #10)  Joseph was 30 years old at the time he became a 

mighty ruler in Egypt! 46 

 

 

 

I. God Used Joseph To Spare Egypt And The Israelites! 

A. Joseph’s Efforts That Saved Egypt And Jacob’s Family! 41:47-45:24 

1. (Slide #11)  As the ground produce abundantly during the seven years of 

plenty, Joseph began to gather grain; he gathered so much that it was 

immeasurable! 47-49 

 

2. Blessings that came to Joseph: 50-52 

a. He was given Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On, to be 

his wife. 50 

b. They had two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 51,52 

 

3. After the seven years of plenty, the famine came upon all lands; the only 

place where there was food was in Egypt! 53,54 
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4. When the people of Egypt began to be without food, Pharaoh sent them to 

Joseph; he opened up the storehouses and sold them grain! 55-56 

 

5. As people from all countries faced the severity of the famine, they all came 

to Egypt to buy grain! 57 

 

6. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain. 42:1-38 

a. When Jacob heard there was grain in Egypt, he told his sons to make 

haste, go to Egypt, and buy grain so they would not die from starvation! 

1,2 

b. 10 of his sons were sent; Jacob would not allow Benjamin to go lest 

some calamity might come upon him. 3,4 

c. (Slide #12)  Jacob’s ten sons came before Joseph and bowed before 

him (Remember his dreams!!!! Gen. 37:5-11 -- they are coming to 

pass!!!!! Joseph remember those dreams too! 9) 6 

d. Joseph recognized his brothers; they did not recognize him.7,8 

e. (Slide #13)  Joseph was very stern, accusing them of being spies who 

had come to see Egypt’s trauma. 9,12,14. They assured him that they 

were one man’s sons, 11; they were 10 of his 12 sons; the youngest was 

back at home with their father; and one “is no more!” 11,13 

f. Joseph proposed a test of their integrity -- he would only allow one of 

them to return home and bring their younger brother to Egypt to prove 

that they were telling the truth. 15-16 

g. He put them in custody for 3 days. 17 

h. He made another proposal; one of you will stay in prison; the others can 

take grain back to your family. However, you must bring the youngest 

son back here to verify that your story is true! 18-20 

i. The brothers immediately began to express remorse to each other 

concerning what they had done to Joseph as they remembered his 

anguish as he begged them to spare his life. 21-24 

1. They believed that the present events were payback for the evil 

they had done to Joseph! 21 

2. Reuben reminded them that he urged them to not sin against 

Joseph; he believed that Joseph’s blood was now being required of 

them! 22 

3. They did not realize that Joseph understood their remorseful 

conversation because he spoke to them in Egyptian through an 

interpreter. This discussion broke Joseph’s heart and brought tears 

to his eyes! 23,24 

j. Simeon was kept in prison, 24; the 9 other sons of Jacob started back 

toward Canaan with grain they had purchased. However, on the way, 

one of them opened his sack to get grain for his donkey and was 

shocked to find his money in his sack; Joseph had commanded that 

each man’s money be put back in his sack of grain. Jacob’s sons were 

terrified! 28 
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k. They returned to Canaan with the grain and told their father about the 

ruler’s accusations, their declaration that they were all sons of one man, 

about the ruler’s demand that the youngest brother be brought to Egypt 

to prove that they were not spies, about Simeon being kept in prison, 

and about their money being in each brother’s sack of grain. 29-35 

l. Jacob was distraught, 36; Reuben suggested that Jacob kill his two sons 

if he did not protect Benjamin and bring him back home safely from 

Egypt, 37; Jacob totally rejected the idea -- one son of Rachel, Joseph 

was dead (he thought); he could not stand something happening to her 

other son (his youngest son)! 38 

 

7. A return trip to Egypt for more grain. 43:1-45:24 

a. As the harsh famine continued and as they had eaten up all the grain 

from Egypt, Jacob told his sons to return to Egypt and buy more food. 

1,2 

b. Judah reminded him that Joseph would not allow them to see him 

unless they brought Benjamin, 3. They would only return if their father 

allowed Benjamin to travel with them. 4,5 

c. Jacob’s response: “Why did you tell that ruler about your younger 

brother?” 6 They explained that he had inquired about their father and 

he has specifically asked if they had another brother. Of course, they 

had no idea that he would demand that they bring their brother to 

Egypt! 7 

d. Judah urged Jacob to let Benjamin go so they could feed their family; 

he offered to guarantee Benjamin’s safety; if he did not return 

Benjamin, Jacob could hold Judah to blame for the rest of his life. 

Judah realized the urgency of the situation; if Jacob had not delayed, 

they could have already been back to Egypt and home again, 10! 8-10. 

e. Jacob finally relented telling the boys to take fruits, spices, and nuts as 

gifts to this ruler and to take double money to pay for the grain from the 

first trip and for the grain of this trip, 11-12. Jacob had resigned himself 

to the fact that they had to take Benjamin and if he lost him, he would 

just have to be bereaved again. 13,14 

f. (Slide #14)  The brother’s before Joseph the second time. 43:15-45:24 

1. They took Benjamin, their gifts, and the double money and went to 

Joseph. 15 

2. When Joseph saw Benjamin, he commanded a steward to take 

these men to his house, to slaughter an animal, and to prepare a 

noon meal for him and these men. 16 

3. Jacob’s ten sons were terrified, thinking Joseph was going to 

enslave them. 17,18 

4. At the door of Joseph’s house they tried to apologize for the money 

that was in their sacks after they bought grain the first time, 

however, the steward said that God must have given them their 

money because he had received their money. 23 

5. Simeon was then brought in to be with them. 23 
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6. The steward gave them water to wash their feet and grain to feed 

their donkeys. 24 

7. When Joseph came home, they bowed down before him (remember 

Joseph’s dreams earlier! Gen. 37:5-11). They are continuing to be 

fulfilled); they gave him their present. 25,26 

8. Joseph asked about their father; they reported that he was alive and 

still in good health; again, they bowed down to Joseph!!! 28 

9. Joseph asked if the young brother was Benjamin; when they said, 

“Yes,” Joseph fled to his chamber and wept.” 30. After washing his 

face, he returned and food was served, 31. Joseph ate by himself, 

the Hebrews were seated apart by themselves, and the Egyptians 

were by themselves, 32. And amazingly, the Hebrews were seated 

from firstborn to the youngest, 33; Benjamin’s serving was five 

times greater than the servings of the other brothers, 34. 

10. Joseph commanded his steward to fill each brother’s sack with 

grain, to put each man’s money back in his sack, and to put his 

silver cup in Benjamin’s sack. 44:1,2 

11. At dawn, the Hebrews started their journey home; before they had 

gotten out of the city, Joseph commanded his steward to confront 

them and accuse them of repaying evil for good -- they had stolen 

his cup. 3-5 

12. When the steward caught up with them and made the accusation, 

they declared that they were honest men; they had brought the 

money from the first trip with them on this trip. They were so sure 

of their innocence that they offered that the one who had stolen the 

cup could be killed and the rest of them would become Joseph’s 

slaves. 6-9 

13. (Slide #15)  Joseph’s steward declared that only the one who had 

the cup would be held as Joseph’s slave; the others would be 

innocent, 10. Of course, the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack; the 

other brothers rent their clothes in grief; they were returned to 

Joseph. 11-13 

14. When they returned to Joseph’s house, they immediately fell on the 

ground before him (remember Joseph’s dreams earlier! Gen. 37:5-

11). 15 

a. Judah offered for all of them to become Joseph’s slaves. 16 

b. Joseph declared that Benjamin would be his slave; the others 

would return to their father in peace. 17 

c. Judah recited the conversation on their first trip when Joseph 

asked about their father and brother. He explained that their 

father did not want Benjamin to come to Egypt; if the youngest 

son left their father, he would die. 18-22 

d. However, Joseph had demanded that they would not see him 

again unless they brought their youngest brother. 23 

e. Their father was totally opposed to letting the youngest son go 

to Egypt; they refused to go unless they brought Benjamin. 24-

26 
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f. Jacob was still grieving the death of his son, the older son of 

his mother; their father will die in grief if they do not take him 

back home!27-31 

g. Judah told Joseph that he became surety or a guarantee to his 

father that he would bring Benjamin home; he asked Joseph to 

let him be his slave instead of Benjamin. Judah could not 

stand the sight of his father seeing that Benjamin had not 

returned! 32-34 

h. Joseph was so heart-stricken that he made all of the Egyptians 

leave his presence, and as he mourned loudly, he revealed 

himself to his brothers! 45:1-5 

1. They were so dismayed that they could not answer him! 3 

2. (Slide #16)  He revealed who he really was -- their brother 

Joseph! 4 

3. He urged them not to be fearful or angry with themselves 

-- God used their spite to preserve life (the Egyptians and 

the Hebrews)! 5,7-8 

i. He explained that there had only been 2 years of famine; there 

were 5 more to follow! 6 

j. He urge them to hurry home, tell their father than Joseph was 

alive, and to bring their father to Egypt. He would give them 

the land of Goshen and provide for them during the next 5 

years of famine. 7-11 

k. They were all to give eye-witness testimony to Jacob that his 

beloved Joseph WAS ALIVE!!! 12,13 

l. Joseph then tearfully embraced Benjamin and had a tearful 

reunion with his other 10 brothers. 14,15 

m. When Pharaoh heard that Joseph’s brothers had come, he was 

pleased. He told Joseph to have his brothers return to Canaan, 

bring their father and all his households and move to Egypt. 

He sent carts to carry their families and all their possessions. 

16-20 

n. (Slide #17)  Joseph sent them away with the carts; he gave 

each brother changes of garments, but he gave Benjamin 300 

pieces of silver and 5 changes of garments. He also sent 10 

donkeys loaded with gifts from Egypt, and 10 female donkeys 

with grain and food provisions. 21-24 

 

 

II. Jacob And Joseph Reunited; Providentially God Blesses The Israelites! 

A. Jacob Learned That Joseph Was NOT Dead! Gen. 45:25-28 

1. They came home and reported that Joseph WAS ALIVE! 26 

 

2. This revived Jacob’s heart; he was determined to go see his son before he 

died! 27,28 



 7 

B. The Hebrews Traveled To Egypt. Gen. 46:1-47:13 

1. As they left Canaan, Jacob offered sacrifices at Beersheba. 1 

 

2. God spoke to Jacob and told him to not be afraid to go to Egypt; He would 

bring him up again. Joseph would close his eyes in death! 2-4 

 

3. Jacob, his sons, their wives and children, and his daughter Dinah rode in the 

carts Pharaoh sent; they took their livestock and possessions and came to 

Egypt. There were 70 people in all (Ac. 7:15 -- Stephen said it was 75)! 5-

27 

 

4. Jacob sent Judah ahead to get directions to Goshen; they came to Egypt and 

dwelt in Goshen. 28 

 

5. (Slide #18)  Joseph rode in his chariot and met his father; they had a VERY 

emotional meeting; Jacob stated that he was now ready to die because he 

has seen Joseph’s face. 29,30 

 

6. Joseph coached his father and brothers to tell Pharaoh that they were 

shepherds; thus Pharaoh would give them Goshen; shepherds were 

considered an abomination to the Egyptians. 31-34 

 

7. When five of Joseph’s brother met Pharaoh, they told him they were 

shepherds; he gave them the best of the land, Goshen; they were also given 

charge of Pharaoh’s livestock. 47:1-6 

 

8. (Slide #19)  Then Joseph introduced his father, Jacob, to Pharaoh. 47:7-13 

a. He was now 130 years old. 9 

b. Jacob blessed Pharaoh; and departed from his presence. 10 

c. Joseph situated his family in Goshen and provided food for them even 

though there was no food in the land. 11-13 

 

 

C. The Last Years Of Jacob In Egypt: 47:14-49:33 

1. As people ran out of money, Joseph took their livestock for payment for 

food; when their animals were gone, the people gave Joseph their land and 

offered to be Pharaoh’s slaves. Thus Pharaoh owned all the land and the 

people were his slaves. Joseph then gave the people seed and charged them 

to sow the seed in the land. At the end of the harvest, 20% of the harvest 

would belong to Pharaoh; 80% would be for their food. 47:14-26 

 

2. Israel grew and multiplied exceedingly in Goshen. 27 

 

3. Jacob lived 17 years in Egypt before he died at age 147. 28 

 

4. As he neared death, Jacob made Joseph vow that he would be buried back in 

Canaan. 29-31 
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5. (Slide #20)  Before Jacob died, he summoned his strength, sat up in bed, 

and blessed Joseph and his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Gen. 48 

a. He reviewed the history of God reiterating the promise of Abraham to 

him. 4 

b. His declared that Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim would be 

as considered as his own sons Reuben and Simeon. 5 

c. He reminisced about his beloved Rachel’s death and burial at Ephrath 

(Bethlehem). 7 

d. When Joseph brought both of his sons to see Jacob, Jacob put his right 

hand on Ephraim, the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh, the 

firstborn. He began to bless them; when Joseph saw that Jacob was 

pronouncing the best blessing on Ephraim, he tried to change his 

father’s hands but Jacob refused; he knew what he was doing; he 

declared that the younger would be greater than his older brother! 8-19 

e. Jacob charged Joseph to return his body back to Canaan when he died; 

he reminded Joseph that he gave him one portion above all of his 

brothers. 20-22 

 

6. After blessings all of his sons and charging them to bury him in the Cave of 

Machpelah where Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Rebekah were buried, Jacob 

died. Gen. 49:1-33 

 

 

D. Jacob Was Buried: 50:1-13 

1. Joseph and his brothers mourned Jacob’s death; it took 40 days to embalm 

him; the Egyptians mourned him for 70 days. 1-3 

 

2. Joseph asked Pharaoh for permission to bury his father in Canaan; the 

Israelites accompanied by the servants of Pharaoh and dignitaries of the land 

went to Canaan to bury Jacob. 4-9 

 

3. In Canaan, they mourned 7 days before burying Jacob. 10 

 

4. Then the sons of Jacob buried their father as he had commanded. 11-13 

 

 

E. The Last Days Of Joseph: 50:14-26 

1. After burying Jacob, Joseph and his brothers along with all who came with 

them to Canaan for the burial returned to Egypt. 14 

 

2. Joseph’s brothers were terrified that Joseph would try to kill them 15; they 

came up with a story that Jacob had begged Joseph to forgive his brothers 

and do them not harm; he was distraught that they would have such 

feelings! He explained that they meant this for evil but God used it for good 

in order to save many people alive -- both Egyptians AND Israelites! He 

urged them to not be afraid; he would feed them and their children! 16-21 
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3. Joseph lived 110 years; he made the children of Israel make an oath that 

they would carry his bones back to Canaan and bury them. He was 

embalmed and put in a coffin in Egypt; later he would be returned to 

Canaan for burial. 22-26 

 

 

F. During The Next 400 Years, Israel Will Explode In Number And Wealth! 

1. Ex. 1:7 “But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, 

multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with 

them.” 

 

2. Ex. 12:40 “Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was 

four hundred and thirty years.” 

 

3. God providentially kept his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!!! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #21)  Observations From These Amazing Historical Events! 

A. (►)  God Used Joseph’s Brother’s Hate To Providentially Put Joseph In A 

Position Where The Israelites Could Be Saved As A Nation! 

 

 

B. (►)  Observe God Blessing Righteous Joseph When Hated, When Lied About, 

When In Prison, When Before Pharaoh, And When He Is Pharaoh’s Next In 

Command -- And It Was All Focused Toward An Ultimate Goal! 

 

 

C. (Slide #22)  Joseph’s Wise Oversight Was Instrumental In Helping Israelites To 

Survive And Thrive! Truly This Provided The Beginning Roots Of The Great 

Nation Of Israel. 

 

 

D. (►)  It Is NO SECRET What God Can Do! Truly “Our God Is An Awesome 

God!” 


