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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE ENSLAVEMENT OF ISRAEL IN 

EGYPT.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Previous Sermons We Have Seen God’s Promise To Abraham To Make His 

Descendants Into A Great Nation. 

 

 

B. From Genesis 12 - 50 One Would Wonder If Or When That Would Ever Occur! 

 

 

C. However, In Between Genesis 50 And Exodus 1, Israel Had Become A GREAT 

Nation! 

 

 

 

I. The History Of Israel In Egypt. 

A. Joseph Had Been Sold Into Slavery By His Brothers. 

 

 

B. During The World-Wide Famine, Jacob Sent His Sons To Egypt To Buy Food. 

 

 

C. Ultimately, 22 Years After Joseph Was Sold Into Slavery, Jacob Saw His 

BELOVED Son Whom He Thought Had Been Killed By A Wild Animal. 

 

 

D. God Providentially Blessed Israel And They Ultimately Became A Mighty 

Nation Of People. 

1. Ex. 1:7 “But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, 

multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with 

them.” 

 

2. Remember That The Pharaoh In The Days Of Joseph Had Given Israel The 

Land Of Goshen In Lower Egypt, The Fertile Land In The North Of Egypt 

Where The Nile Flows Into The Mediterranean Sea. 
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II. Life Under A Pharaoh Who Did Not Know Joseph! 

A. A Pharaoh Who Did Not Know Or Respect Joseph And His Deliverance Of 

Egypt Or The Israelites Came To Power. 

1. 1:8 “Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” 

a. There is great discussion who this “new king” was. 

b. Some have posited that the Pharoah was a man of Semitic background. 

1. A group of Hyksos invaded Egypt and ruled for about 100 years -- 

from 1630 B.C. to 1530 B.C. 

2. They were Semitic rulers who came to Egypt and ruled “Lower 

Egypt” -- the northern part of the country during the time of 

Joseph. 

3. This theory says that these Semites were very favorable to Joseph, 

another Semite. 

4. The Egyptians who ruled in “Upper Egypt” later drove them out. 

5. If it postulation were true that there had been a Semitic Rule earlier 

that was favorable to the Israelites, perhaps that explains why the 

Pharaoh who came to power in Exodus 1 might have been so harsh 

to the Israelites (also Semites). 

6. However there are some problems with this view: 

a. It seems to be way too early for the nation of Israel to have 

grown into a great nation. 

b. Likely the Pharaoh of Exodus 1 was Ramses I or his son Seti I. 

It is thought that Seti feared another attack like that of the 

Hyksos in 1630. and that is why he was SO harsh with the 

Israelites. 

c. It seems that there may be a new dynasty of Pharaohs -- this 

dynasty was no aware of Joseph and all he had done for Egypt! 

d. Shepherds were an abomination in the eyes of Egyptians in the 

days of Joseph! Gen. 46:33,34 “So it shall be, when Pharaoh 

calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34that you shall 

say, ‘Your servants' occupation has been with livestock from 

our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' that you 

may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an 

abomination to the Egyptians.’” This does not suggest a 

Semitic Pharaoh or people who were friendly to Semites! 

 

2. This new Pharaoh may have known Joseph’s name or heard about him; 

however, he felt no sense of gratitude and had no respect for his heritage or 

his descendants! 

 

3. This Pharaoh enslaved the Israelites and made their lives harder and harder 

and more miserable and more miserable! 
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B. This Pharaoh Determined To Suppress This Ethnic Group Who Had Grown 

Mightily In Number. 9,10 

1. “And he said to his people, ‘Look, the people of the children of Israel are 

more and mightier than we; 10come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest 

they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our 

enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land.’” 

 

2. The people who once were viewed as honored guests are now viewed as an 

imminent threat to the security of and existence of Egypt! 

 

3. They have increased from 70 people, Ex. 1:5 to 600,000 men not counting 

women and children. Ex. 12:37 

 

4. Pharaoh literally feared for the very existence of his country as the Israelites 

outnumbered the Egyptians! Was this statement that the Israelites 

outnumbered the Egyptians hyperbole? Or was Pharaoh stating a fact? 

 

5. Too, Pharaoh did not want to lose these people in his land; they were a 

viable economic asset; if they joined another nation, Egypt would face an 

economic disaster -- it would be harmed drastically financially! 

 

6. Likely the depiction is that he summoned his top advisors and made a 

decision to enslave, harshly treat, and ultimately eradicate the people that he 

saw as a threat. 

 

 

C. Pharaoh’s Decisions That Burdened Israel: 

1. Forced Labor! 

a. “Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their 

burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and 

Raamses.” 1:11 

1. Image how difficult this was! 

2. These people with a background as herdsmen are now slaves under 

forced labor on vast building projects -- in building large edifices 

and cities. 

3. The plan backfired: “But the more they afflicted them, the more 

they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of 

Israel.” 1:12 

a. Oppression did not deter their growth! 

b. They continue to increase in population. 

b. “So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. 14And 

they made their lives bitter with hard bondage--in mortar, in brick, and 

in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they 

made them serve was with rigor.” 1:13,14 

1. This was a subsequent decision after the first suppression did not 

dent their growth! 
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2. So, Pharaoh “upped the ante” -- they made their slavery more 

intense! 

3. Pharaoh upped the workload -- The Israelites were forced into 

massive construction projects and heavy agricultural labor under 

the scorching Egyptian sun! 

 

2. The Hebrew midwives were commanded to kill the Hebrew’s male 

babies at birth. 

a. 1:15-21 “Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of 

whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 
16and he said, ‘When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew 

women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill 

him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.’ 17But the midwives 

feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but 

saved the male children alive. 18So the king of Egypt called for the 

midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this thing, and saved 

the male children alive?’ 19And the midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because 

the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are 

lively and give birth before the midwives come to them.’ 20Therefore 

God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew 

very mighty. 21And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that 

He provided households for them.” 

1. Their names of the Hebrew midwives were Shiphrah [meaning 

“beauty”] and Puah [meaning “splendor”]. 15. These midwives are 

often thought to be Egyptians; their names however are Semitic. 

2. Their job was to deliver babies, not kill them! Their job was to 

save lives, not destroy them! 

3. They were commanded to kill every male baby at birth on the birth 

stools (some say they squatted on 2 stones; others say that a couple 

of day before the birth a “birthing chair” was delivered to the 

woman’s house); they were to spare the baby girls [the idea was 

that the Egyptians would marry the Hebrews women and they 

would be INCORPORATED into the Egyptian culture and their 

national identity would be obliterated. 16 

4. These midwives, fearing God, refused to obey Pharaoh’s 

command. 17  

5. When Pharaoh called the midwives in, they claimed that the 

Hebrew women were so vigorous [because of their hard labor and 

physical exercise they just delivered quickly], they were that they 

gave birth before the midwives could get to them. 18. (They may 

not have been very scrupulous; they may have feared for their 

lives; they may have had no qualms with concocting a lie to protect 

their necks!) 

b. God blessed the midwives because they feared Him and refused to obey 

the devious and ungodly command of Pharaoh to kill the newborn male 

babies! 20 

c. The Israelites continued to multiply and grow mightily! 20 
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d. Because the midwives fear God more than they did Pharaoh, and 

because they refused to obey his inhuman commands, God blessed the 

midwives with families of their own. 21 

 

3. The Israelite mothers were commanded to throw their male babies into 

the Nile River! 

a. “So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, ‘Every son who is born 

you shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.’” 

1:22 

b. Imagine the torn hearts of these mothers -- their LOVE for their babies; 

and their fear of the Pharaoh! 

 

 

 

III. Why Is This A Great Event Of The Bible? 

A. The Israelites Grew To Be A Great Nation -- God’s Promise To Abraham Was 

Fulfilled! 

 

 

B. The Israelites Who Were Welcomed By Pharaoh Into Egypt Are Now 

DESPISED! 

 

 

C. Satan Uses Pharaoh’s Fear And Hate To Attempt To Destroy The Israelites And 

Therefore To Destroy God’s Promise Of Bring The Messiah Into The World 

Through Abraham’s Seed! (Satan tried to defeat God’s promise in the days of 

the Flood, here in Exodus 1, in the days of Haman in the book of Ester, and 

through the hatred of the Jews in the First Century when they  

 

 

D. God’s People May Have Wondered If Joseph’s Command To Take His Bones 

Back To Canaan When They Were Delivered Would Actually Occur!! Gen. 

50:25 

 

 

E. However, The Evil And Devious Schemes Of Evil Men Will Not Deter God 

From Fulfilling His Promises. 

 

 

F. We Shall See In The Next Lesson -- One God-Fearing Couple Would Be Used 

By God To Provide A Delivered For This Oppressed And Tyrannized People! 


