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LET’S BUILD! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Last Week’s Sermon - “Spiritual Renovation.” 

 

 

B. This Week -- VBS! 

1. Theme: “Let’s Build!” 

a. Our Faith 

b. Our Life 

c. The Church 

d. Godly Tools 

 

2. Today and in the next two Sunday’s we are going to talk about “Let’s Build 

Our Leadership In This Congregation For The Present And For The 

Future!” 

 

 

C. Building Has Always Been Important To God! 

1. He commanded Noah to build the Ark! Gen. 6 

 

2. He commanded Moses and Israel to build the Tabernacle! 

a. Ex. 25:9 “According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the 

tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make 

it.” 

b. Ex. 25-39 describes God’s pattern for the Tabernacle and the building 

of It! 

c. Ex. 39:32 “Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting 

was finished. And the children of Israel did according to all that the 

LORD had commanded Moses; so they did.” 

 

3. Cyrus the King Of Persia commanded the captives to return to 

Jerusalem and to build the Temple! 

a. “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the 

LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to 

build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.” Ez. 1:2 
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b. Ezra 1:3 “Who is among you of all His people? May his God be with 

him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the 

house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem.” 

c. Zerubbabel refused to let their enemies build with them! Ez. 4:2,3 

 

4. The City Of Jerusalem. 

a. Neh. 2:17,18 “Then I said to them, ‘You see the distress that we are in, 

how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and 

let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.’ 
18And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon 

me, and also of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So they said, 

‘Let us rise up and build.’ Then they set their hands to this good work.” 

b. Nehemiah agonized about the pitiful condition of the city -- no wall and 

in waste! 

 

 

D. We Are In The Midst Of A Building Renovation; We Also Want To Conduct A 

Leadership Renovation! 

 

 

E. “Let’s Build!” 

 

 

 

I. Christ Was  A Builder -- The Divine Builder Of The Church! 

A. Mt. 16:13-19 “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked 

His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’ 14So they 

said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter 

answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ 17Jesus 

answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18And I also 

say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’” 

 

 

B. Christ -- The HEAD Of His Church! 

1. Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” 

 

2. Eph. 1:22 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 

over all things to the church,” 
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3. Col. 2:9,10 “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10and 

you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.” 

 

4. I Ti. 6:15 “which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed 

and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” 

 

 

C. He Is The King; We Are His Slaves! (Not FORCED Slavery; Slavery By 

Choice!) 

1. Paul would say to slaves “not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 

bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,” Eph. 6:5 

 

2. Rom. 6:16 “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to 

obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to 

death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?” 

 

 

D. Washington Avenue’s History And Heritage Is An Almost Consistent Line Of 

Submission To The Will Of Christ! 

1. Its leadership for decades has sought to respect Christ as the King and Head 

of the Church. 

 

2. Sometimes members have stepped out of that submission; however, this 

congregation has been known as loving the Lord. 

 

 

 

II. Christians In Congregations Are Spiritual Builders! 

A. I Pet. 2:5 “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

 

B. Eph. 2:22 “in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of 

God in the Spirit.” 

 

 

C. Congregation Must Continue To Build! 

1. It is a matter of maturing faith! 

 

2. It is a matter of protection! 

 

3. Col. 2:6,7 “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

Him, 7rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have 

been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.” 

 

 



 4 

D. We Are To Keep Building Ourselves Individually! 

1. Jude 20,21 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21keep yourselves in the love of God, 

looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 

 

2. We must continue to mature, to grow, to blossom for the Lord! 

 

 

E. A Congregation MUST Be Built Upon Christ! 

1. We have no congregation personally! 

 

2. We are slaves of the Lord’s Kingdom; we are called out sinners from the 

world to come to Christ for salvation! 

 

3. We must make decisions and act as Christ has given direction; everything 

we do must show our respect for and honor to Him! 

 

4. Ps. 127 :1 “A song of Ascents. Of Solomon. Unless the LORD builds the 

house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, 

The watchman stays awake in vain.” 

 

 

 

III. Congregations Must Continue To Build Leadership! 

A. Leadership Is The Stability Of A Congregation! 

 

 

B. Leadership Training Is Essential To Having, Enhancing, And Growing Leaders! 

 

 

C. Recently We Have Had 6 Months Of Classes On Leadership Training. 

 

 

D. Why? Because God Wants Congregations To Grow Leaders; He Wants There 

To Be A Succession Of Leadership In The History Of A Congregation! 

1. Paul and Barnabas knew this was vital! Ac. 14:23 “So when they had 

appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed.” 

 

2. Paul’s charge to Titus: Tit. 1:5 “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you 

should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every 

city as I commanded you.” 

 

2. The Apostles’ charge to the Grecians who felt their widows were being 

neglected in the daily caring of Christians: 
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a. Ac. 6:3 “Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of 

good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 

appoint over this business;” 

 

 

E. Sadly Many Congregations Just Ignore This Vital Part Of Building The 

Leadership Of The Congregation! 

1. Surveys I conducted: 

a. 2002 -- 56% had no elders! (Only 4% were doing any leadership 

training!) 

b. 2007 -- 51% had no elders! 

c. 2014 -- 54% had no elders! 

d. This averages 54% not having elders! 

 

2. 25 years ago we had this happen to us! We were without elders for about 3 

months. 

 

3. We vowed that would not happen again! 

 

 

F. Present-Day Concerns: 

1. We have 5 elders for about 400 members! 

a. Elder ages: 55, 61, 63, 63, 77 

b. We do not have enough elders; all of the elders are aging; it is 

imperative that men step forward! 

 

2. Deacons: 

a. 12 

b. There are MANY works that have no supervision at this time -- men are 

desperately needed to step forward! 

c. Areas of need: 

1. External Maintenance 

2. Evangelism 

3. Heating & Air 

4. Financial Analysis & Statistics 

5. Service Participant Assistant Leader 

6. Sound 

7. Video 

8. Power Point 

9. Social Media 

10. Song Leading 

11. Senior Citizens 

12. Transportation 

13. KPT (Kids-Parents Team) 

 

3. There is a HUGE sense of urgency for us to act and to act promptly! 
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4. We need more elders; we need more deacons! 

 

 

G. Our Plan: 

1. Stephen will preach 3 Sunday AM sermons as we seek to inspire the 

congregation to look out leaders among us. 

a. The first sermon -- Today’s lesson: “Let’s Build” 

b. The second sermon will be about God-given qualifications for leaders. 

c. The third sermon will focus upon building desire -- men and their wives 

who truly care about people! 

 

2. The process: 

a. We want every member to be thinking about “Let’s Build” our 

leadership! 

b. This will be a congregational effort! 

1. Elders will encourage and challenge. 

2. Stephen will emphasize God’s directives. 

3. Men need to look at their lives and their commitment to leadership 

and be willing to step forward. 

4. Wives must be encouragers of their husbands. 

5. Members are encouraged to talk with men and encourage them to 

seek leadership roles. 

6. Teens and boys and girls need to take up the challenge to be 

inspired to dream to be leaders (recently I got a letter from a family 

of a young man who is preparing himself to be an elder -- he said I 

challenged him years ago to make that a priority and a goal -- he 

has taken the challenge!) 

c. We will give the congregation the opportunity to submit names to the 

eldership; however, the elders will take a very active role in challenging 

these men ourselves. 

1. We ask you to do more than just submit names. 

2. Go to men you believe can bless the work of this congregation. 

3. Encourage them to step up at this time. 

4. Let them know that you believe they are qualified and that you 

would like to submit their name for consideration. 

5. Listen to their responses. 

6. If you believe they are truly qualified and desirous, then submit 

their names. 

d. You will be given the opportunity to begin to submit names on the first 

Sunday of July -- July 3 for a period of two weeks. 
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Conclusion: 

A. This Week In Vacation Bible School -- The Theme “Let’s Build!” I Hope You 

Plan To Be Here! 

 

 

B. The Goal I Am Putting Before You -- In Reality Determines The Stability Of 

This Congregation In The Present And In The Future, The Direction Of This 

Congregation, And The Continuation Of The Work Of This Congregation In 

Efforts Like VBS This Week. 

 

 

C. “RISE UP O MEN Of God!” 

 

 

D. Brethren, “Let’s Build” As God Has Commanded; Let’s Show Our Submission 

To Him, Our Respect For His Will, And Our Love For This Congregation! 

 

 

E. If You Do Not Know God Or His Will, Let Us Help You Begin To Build Faith! 

 

 

F. If You Know His Will, Come In Faith, Repent Of Your Sins, Confess That 

Faith, And Be Baptized Today Allowing Him To Save You And To Build You 

A Spiritual House; Then Live The Rest Of Your Life With This Motto, “Let’s 

Build!” 


