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SPIRITUAL RENOVATION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Here At Washington Avenue, We Are In The Midst Of A Renovation Of Our 

Auditorium. 

1. It is a time of anticipation. 

 

2. It is a time of dirt, unsightliness, inconvenience, and discomfort. 

 

3. For the next 3 Sundays we will be meeting in the Activity Center (by the 

way, THANK GOD for that facility!) 

 

 

B. Today I Want Us To Contrast Physical Renovation With Spiritual Renovation. 

 

 

C. Interestingly, Many See The Importance Of Physical Renovation. 

1. HOUSES need renovation! 

a. Things get worn and in disrepair (scratched, worn, out of date, or 

shabby). 

b. Equity can be compromised very quickly -- the value decreases 

markedly and rapidly! 

c. Renovation can drastically increase the value of your property! 

 

2. AGING brings the desire of some to seek renovation! 

a. My neck is getting saggy -- one child, Kyle Terhune, said about an 

elderly lady, Louise Tucker, “I know you are old; your neck is 

wrinkly!!!!!” 

b. My mother has put off going to the doctor for the last couple of years 

while struggling with shuffling feet, weak extremities, cognitive 

problems, stooping, and dizziness. This week we got her a complete 

physical; she has Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus (fluid on the brain). 

A shunt placed into her brain will remove the fluid and hopefully all the 

symptoms! 
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c. Some have face lifts, tummy tucks, hair transplants, color hair, et.al. to 

try to continue to look young! 

d. Now I realize some just accept aging, swivel up like a prune, become 

bald as a buzzard, and are as happy as a lark!!! SMILE! 

 

 

D. Physical Renovations Can Be Encouraging; Spiritual Renovation Can Be Life-

Altering And Eternity-Changing! 

1. We just must be SO CAREFUL that we do not put MUCH MORE 

EMPHASIS on the physical and temporal than we do upon the spiritual and 

the eternal! 

 

2. I Pet. 3:3,4 “Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the 

hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel--4rather let it be the hidden 

person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which is very precious in the sight of God.” 

 

 

 

I. Devout Christians Do Not Need Renovation! 

A. They Are “A NEW Creation!” 

1. Every sinner needs SO MUCH MORE THAN RENOVATION -- HE 

NEED SALVATION!!!!! 

 

2. II Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 

things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

 

 

3. Renovation of a sinner will NOT work; He needs redemption and 

regeneration (a new birth)! Then he needs continuous growth! 

 

 

B. A Christian With A Tender Heart Is Like “Clay In The Hand Of The 

Potter!” 

1. Is. 64:8 “But now, O LORD, You are our Father; We are the clay, and You 

our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand.” 

 

2. Jer. 18:6 “‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?’ says the 

LORD. ‘Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O 

house of Israel!’” (1-11) 

 

3. “A Piece Of Clay” 

 

“I took a piece of plastic clay 

And idly fashioned it one day, 

And as my fingers pressed it still, 

It moved and yielded to my will. 
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I came again when days were past-- 

The bit of clay was hard at last, 

The form I gave it, it still bore, 

But I could change that form no more. 

 

I took a piece of living clay 

And gently formed it day by day, 

And molded with my power and art 

A young child’s soft and yielding heart. 

 

I came again when years were gone-- 

It was a man I looked upon; 

He still that early impress wore, 

And I could change him nevermore.” 

 

-- Author unknown 

 

 

C. “He’s Still Working On Me To Make Me What I Ought To Be!” 

 

 

D. “Have Thine Own Way Lord.” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after Thy will, 

While I am waiting, yielded and still. 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Master, today! 

Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 

As in Thy presence humbly I bow. 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Wounded and weary, help me, I pray! 

Power, all power, surely is Thine! 

Touch me and heal me, Savior divine. 
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Verse 4: 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Hold o’er my being absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see 

Christ only, always, living in me. 

 

Words: Adelaide A. Pollard 

Music: Adelaide A. Pollard and George C. Stebbins 

1907 

II. Spiritual Lives That Are Worn And In Disrepair Or That Are Just Plain Sick 

NEED Renovation! 

A. The Sick Need To Be Restored To Health! 

1. Jer. 30:17 “For I will restore health to you And heal you of your wounds,' 

says the LORD, ‘Because they called you an outcast saying: ‘This is Zion; 

No one seeks her.’’” 

 

2. Heb. 12:12,13 “Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the 

feeble knees, 13and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame 

may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.” 

 

 

B. The Haughty And Arrogant Need To Put Off Their Pride And Humble 

Themselves To God! 

1. Js. 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you 

up.” 

 

2. II Chr. 7:14 “If My people who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

a. As Solomon was dedicating the Temple, he prayed to God, asking God 

to forgive Israel and restore them when they sinned. II Chr. 6:12-42 

b. In the verse above, God tells Israel what they must do when they sin -- 

seek a spiritual renovation! 

c. He gives 4 VITAL and NECESSARY requirements for a spiritual 

renovation! 

1. Humble yourself! 

a. See our spiritual destitution! 

b. Realize the devastation of sin! 

c. We have no reason to boast; we must throw ourselves upon 

the mercy and grace of the Godhead! 

d. Humility removes our pride! 

e. Humility opens our hearts to God! 

4. Humility makes us receptive to God’s Will! 

2. Pray! 
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a. I Jn. 1:9 John tells Christians how to respond when we sin: “If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

b. Peter told sinful Simon: “Repent therefore of this your 

wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart 

may be forgiven you.” Ac. 8:22 

3. Seek God’s Face! 

a. I Chr. 16:11 “Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face 

evermore!” 

b. Ps. 27:8 “When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ My heart said to 

You, ‘Your face, LORD, I will seek.’” 

c. Seek to live a life that pleases Him EVERY SECOND OF 

EVERY DAY! 

d. COVET a right relationship with God; COVET being in His 

“Good-graces!” 

4. Turn From Your Wicked Ways! 

a. REPENT!!! 

b. God’s people who have allowed haughtiness and arrogance to 

convince them that they can rebel against God without 

consequence must humble themselves, repent, and be restored 

to a life of holy devotion again! 

c. Rom. 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 

3. Jesus summed up this whole renovation process in the Sermon On The 

Mount: Mt. 5:3-12 “Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 
3‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5Blessed are 

the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7Blessed are the 

merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, For 

they shall see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called 

sons of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are you when they revile and 

persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

 

C. Those Who Have Returned To The Ways Of Sin Need SERIOUS Reflection 

And Repentance! 

1. Eph. 4:17-24 “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should 

no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 
18having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, 

because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 

heart; 19who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to 
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work all uncleanness with greediness. 20But you have not so learned Christ, 
21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is 

in Jesus: 22that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 

which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23and be renewed in 

the spirit of your mind, 24and that you put on the new man which was 

created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” 

 

2. Col. 3:5-10 “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry. 6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons 

of disobedience, 7  in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in 

them. 8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10and have put on the 

new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 

created him,” 

 

 

D. The Lethargic And The Lazy -- The Apathetic And Indifferent! 

1. Many become self-satisfied in inactivity or in pure spiritual laziness! 

 

2. The Laodiceans were challenged to seek spiritual renovation! 

a. Rev. 3:17 “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have 

need of nothing’-- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, 

poor, blind, and naked’” 

b. Rev. 3:19,20 “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be 

zealous and repent. 20Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 

him, and he with Me.” 

 

 

 

III.  God’s Promises To Those Who Are Spiritually Renovated. 

A. Ps. 143:8 “Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, For in You do 

I trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, For I lift up my soul 

to You.” 

 

 

B. Ps. 51:4,9,10,12 “Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in 

Your sight-- That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when 

You judge…..9Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.     
12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous 

Spirit.” 
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C. Joel 2:25,26 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has 

eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My 

great army which I sent among you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with 

you; And My people shall never be put to shame.” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. The MUSTS Of Spiritual Renovation: 

1. Reflection MUST occur before renovation will happen -- you must see that 

things have dilapidated and in need of restoration or repair. 

 

2. Renovation requires planning, persistence, and patience. 

a. Planning -- look at what needs to be done, seeing if you have enough 

resources to do it, and deciding how to do it. 

b. Persistence -- renovation takes determination and keeping on keeping 

on. 

c. Patience -- renovation takes lots of tolerance and unflappability (we had 

some work done in our house earlier this year; after ONE DAY I was 

wishing we had not started); it can be painful! 

 

3. The end result of renovation can be beauty and pride. 

 

 

B. That Is True Of A Renovation Of Our House Or Body. 

 

 

C. Question -- Do You Need A Spiritual Renovation? Will You Humble Yourself, 

Pray, Seek God, And Turn From Sin NOW? Come And Be Restored And 

Renovated! 


