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“DOING GOOD DEEDS” IN THE 

NAME OF JESUS CHRIST! 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. God Has Called Christian To Love “Good!” 

1. I Thess. 5:21,22 “Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from 

every form of evil.” 

 

2. III Jn. 11 “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who 

does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.” 

 

3. Christians are to LOVE good and despise evil! 

 

4. How are you doing with this in your heart? 

 

5. The Christian life is MORE than just avoiding evil; it requires that we do 

good! 

 

6. Some try hard but really struggle! 

 

7. Some struggle with evil but convince themselves that they are in a pleasing 

relationship with God because they do “good” in numerous ways. 

 

 

B. (►)  He Has Called Upon Christian To Do Good Even To Those Who Mistreat 

Us! 

1. Mt. 5:44,45 “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 

you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 

you and persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for 

He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

just and on the unjust.” 

 

2. Rom. 12:17 “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in 

the sight of all men.” 

 

3. Rom. 12:21 “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

[By doing good deed to him! Verses 19, 20! “Beloved, do not avenge 

yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is 

Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. 20Therefore ‘If your enemy is hungry, 
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feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap 

coals of fire on his head.’ ”] 

 

4. I Pet. 2:20 “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you 

take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 

this is commendable before God.” 

 

5. I Pet. 4:19 “Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.” 

 

6. How are you doing with this direct and difficult command? 

 

 

C. Today’s Lesson Focuses Upon A Different Aspect -- God’s Expectations For 

Christians To DO Good, To Do Good Works. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  A Confusion That Many Christians Have About Good Works. 

A. Many Think That As Long As They Are Doing “Good”, In Whatever Way, That 

They Are Pleasing God! 

 

 

B. Doing Good Just Seems To Be The “Christian” Thing To Do. 

1. It seems to make sense -- when you do good, you are imitating Jesus! Look 

how Peter described Jesus to Cornelius and his household: “how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with Him.” Ac. 10:38 

 

2. Gal. 4:18 “But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not 

only when I am present with you.” 

 

 

C. It Is True That There Are Lots Of Good Things You Can Choose To Do -- That 

Does Not Necessarily Suggest You Are Doing Good That Is Accepted By God! 

 

 

D. There Are Philanthropists And Benefactors And Others Who For One Reason Or 

Another Spend Time And Money To Alleviate Suffering, But Who May Not 

Even Believe In God Let Alone Do It All For His Glory. 

1. Organizations that you may give money to or assist. 

a. Organizations That Focus Upon Illnesses: 

1. Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 

2. Alzheimer’s Association 

3. Arthritis Foundation 

4. American Heart Association 
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e. Muscular Dystrophy Association 

6. March of Dimes Birth Defects 

b. Humanitarian Organizations: 

1. Doctors Without Borders 

2. American Red Cross 

c. Organizations That Seek To Help Sick, Less Fortunate, Deprived 

Youth: 

1. Make A Wish 

2. Special Olympics 

c. Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

4. Goodwill 

d. Youth Organizations That Seek To Help Youth Be Successful: 

1. Cub Scouts 

2. Boy Scouts 

3. Girl Scouts 

4. Junior Achievement 

e. Community Projects: City Beautification 

 

2. Organizations with religious affiliations: 

a. Many That Promote Jewish Causes: 

1. National Jewish Medical And Research Center 

2. Jewish Community Federations -- Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, San 

Francisco, Louisville, Ft. Wayne (building Jewish communities) 

b. Salvation Army 

c. Young Life 

d. Intra-Varsity Christian Fellowship 

e. Campus Crusade 

f. Habitat For Humanity 

g. New Testament Christians simply cannot support charities that are 

religious in nature and oppose the very things the Bible teaches and the 

Truths that we believe! 

 

 

E. So, It Is NOT Just That We Do “Good Deeds,” But Are Our “Good Deeds” 

Done In The Name Of The Lord And Are They Accepted By Him? 

 

 

F. The Reality: You Can Be BUSY In Good Works And Never Receive The Lord’s 

Praise! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Christians Are Called To “Do Good!” 

A. (►)  We Are NOT Christians Because Of All The Good We HAVE Done! 

1. Works cannot save us! 
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2. Eph. 2:8,9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

 

 

B. (►)  We Are Christians Because We Have Come To Christ In Faith! 

1. Eph. 2:8,9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

 

2. Rom. 5:1,2 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #5)  However, Once We ARE Christians, “Good Works” Are Our Life 

And Our Calling! 

1. Eph. 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

 

2. Js. 2:17 “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” 

 

3. Js. 2:21-24 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do you see that faith was working 

together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23And the 

Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God. 
24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.” 

 

4. Js. 2:26 “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 

is dead also.” 

 

5. II Tim. 2:21 “he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the 

Master, prepared for every good work.” 

 

6. Tit. 2:14 “who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 

lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for 

good works.” 

 

7. Tit. 3:8 “This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm 

constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to 

maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men.” 

 

8. Tit. 3:14 “And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet 

urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.” 
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9. Heb. 13:16 “But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such 

sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

 

10. Js. 3:13 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by 

good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.” 

 

11. Js. 3:17 “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality 

and without hypocrisy.” 

 

12. Js. 4:17 “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him 

it is sin.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #6)  God’s All-Encompassing Teaching About “Good Works!” 

A. (►)  Christians Do “Good Works” Because They Want To Show The Gratitude 

For God’s Saving Grace! 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  Christians Do “Good Works” Because They Want To Glorify The 

Godhead! 

1. Mt. 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 

2. I Pet. 4:10,11 “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 

good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11If anyone speaks, let him 

speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 

ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever 

and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Christians Do “Good Works” Because They Long To Bring Pleasure To 

God! 

1. Col. 1:10 “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being 

fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;” 

 

2. Christians who are fruitful in “good works” bring the Lord great joy! 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Christians Do “Good Works” For Brethren And Motivate Brethren 

To Do “Good Works!” 

1. Do “Good Deeds” for your brethren, your spiritual family! Gal. 6:10 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 

those who are of the household of faith.” 

 



 6 

2. Motivate each other to practice “good works!” Heb. 10:24 “And let us 

consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,” 

 

 

E. (►)  Biblical Statements About “Good Works” Abounding In Christians Lives: 

1. God has given us guidance into the “good works” that He wants us to do! 

a. II Thess. 2:16,17 “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our 

God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation 

and good hope by grace, 17comfort your hearts and establish you in 

every good word and work.” 

b. The Scriptures guide us into and prepare us for every “good work.” II 

Tim. 3:17 “that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 

 

2. Godly women are to exhibit “Good Works!” 

a. I Tim. 2:10 “but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with 

good works.” 

b. I Tim. 5:10 “well reported for good works: if she has brought up 

children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, 

if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every 

good work.” 

c. Examples: 

1. Ac. 9:36 “At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, 

which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works 

and charitable deeds which she did.” 

2. Mk. 14:3-9 “And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 

as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of 

very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it 

on His head. 4But there were some who were indignant among 

themselves, and said, ‘Why was this fragrant oil wasted? 5For it 

might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and 

given to the poor.’ And they criticized her sharply. 6But Jesus said, 

‘Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good 

work for Me. 7For you have the poor with you always, and 

whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not 

have always. 8She has done what she could. She has come 

beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9Assuredly, I say to you, 

wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this 

woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.’” 

 

3. Older Women are to do “good works:” -- Tit. 2:3 “the older women 

likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much 

wine, teachers of good things.” 

 

4. Young men are to do “good works:” -- Tit. 2:7 “in all things showing 

yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, 

reverence, incorruptibility,” 
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5. Rich Christians are to do “good works:” -- I Tim. 6:18 “Let them do good, 

that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share,” 

 

6. Christians citizens are to do “good works:” -- Tit. 3:1,2 “Remind them to be 

subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 
2to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all 

men.” 

 

7. Christian’s generosity can produce abundance of good works in the Church! 

II Cor. 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for 

every good work.” 

 

8. Christian’s “good works” will silence opponents! 

a. I Pet. 2:12 “having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that 

when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good 

works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.” 

b. I Pet. 2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may 

put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” 

 

 

F. (Slide #9)  God Will Reward Us Based Upon Our “Good Deeds!” 

1. God will reward those who do “good deeds!” 

 

2. Rom. 2:6,7 “who ‘will render to each one according to his deeds’: 7eternal 

life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, 

and immortality;” 

 

3. Christians will be judged by their attentiveness for their brethren’s smallest 

needs: 

a. Mt. 25:40 “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘'Assuredly, I 

say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My 

brethren, you did it to Me.’” 

b. Mt. 25:45 “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘I say to you, inasmuch 

as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

Me.’” 

 

 

 

(Slide #10)  Conclusion: 

A. Doing “Good” And Doing “Good Deeds” Is Vital To The Christian Life. 

1. However, we must constantly evaluate our motives! 

 

2. You CAN DO “good works” for the WRONG reason! 

a. For Personal Glory And Praise! 
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1. Mt. 6:1-4 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds 

before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward 

from your Father in heaven. 2Therefore, when you do a charitable 

deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 3But when you do a 

charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your 

Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.” 

2. Js. 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that 

you may spend it on your pleasures.” 

a. NIV “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 

wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 

pleasures.” 

b. Our prayers can be focused upon our own pleasure, not upon 

what is best for us or the Lord’s work! 

3. Do you do “good deeds” because you seek to impress others? For 

men’s praise? More opportunities? Position? Trying to manipulate 

God (I will do this; then I expect You to do that!) 

4. In these situations, you are doing right but for the wrong reasons. 

Now, others may benefit -- you may do benevolent deeds and they 

may bless those in need. However, if you are seeking to impress 

others and get their praised, you are doing right but for the wrong 

reason. 

b. For FEAR that you will go to hell if you don’t! 

1. As a teen or for those who remember their teens, did you obey your 

parents because you were fearful of being punished? What about 

when you matured? You obey them because you respect them, love 

them, and want to honor them! 

a. When you acted out of fear, the motive was wrong but the 

response or action was right. 

b. But as your heart changes and you respond out of respect, you 

become more loving and respectful because it is how God 

wants you to treat your parent! 

2. When you grow in love with the Lord, you want to do things 

because of an intense desire to please Him -- that is your first and 

foremost driving factor! 

 

3. Examine your motives seriously! Why did you do what you do? 

 

 

B. (►)  NEVER Grow Tired In “Doing Good!” 

1. Gal. 6:9 “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we 

shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 

 

2. II Thess. 3:13 “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.” 
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C. As You Do “Good Deeds,” Know That You Are Bringing Pleasure To The 

Godhead; Also Find The Fulfilling Joy Of Being A Servant Of The Lord And 

His People! 


