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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

MOSES’ BIRTH; RAISED IN 

PHARAOH’S PALACE; PREPARED 

TO LEAD ISRAEL.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson We Saw The Attitude Tide Turn Against The Israelites In 

The Land Of Egypt. 

1. During the days of Joseph, he and the Israelites were respected and 

welcomed! 

 

2. However, in the days of the Pharaoh of Exodus 1, the Israelites began to be 

viewed with skepticism and hatred! 

 

3. Thus, they were enslaved, put under harsh and harsher slave labor, until the 

burden was almost unbearable! 

 

4. Finally Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew Midwives to kill all the male babies 

that were born to the Hebrews. That command was ignored by the 

midwives! 

 

 

B. Tonight, “Moses’ Birth; Raised In Pharaoh’s Palace; Prepared To Lead Israel!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Moses’ Birth And Early Life. 

A. When The Hebrew Midwives Refused To Kill The Male Babies, Pharaoh 

Commanded Every Hebrew Mother To Throw Her Male Baby In The Nile And 

Drown Him! 

1. Ex. 1:22 “So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, ‘Every son who is 

born you shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.’” 

 

2. This was a command that was AN ABOMINATION to the Hebrews 

especially but in reality to every mother of any ethnicity! 

 

3. It is thought that the Pharaoh is Thutmose I -- he ordered all Hebrew male 

babies to be drowned in the Nile. 

 

 

B. One Couple Said, “WE ARE NOT GOING TO KILL OUR SON!” 

1. They were Levites! 
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a. Ex. 2:1 “And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a 

daughter of Levi.” 

b. They entered a precious marriage. 
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2. Their names - Amram and Jochebed: 

a. Ex. 6:20 “Now Amram took for himself Jochebed, his father’s sister, as 

wife; and she bore him Aaron and Moses. And the years of the life of 

Amram were one hundred and thirty-seven.” 

b. One other time they are named: “The name of Amram’s wife was 

Jochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; and to 

Amram she bore Aaron and Moses and their sister Miriam.” Nu. 26:59 

 

3. Later she conceived and bore a son. Ex. 2:2 

 

4. She tried to hide him for three months. Ex. 2:2 

a. That might be possible for the newest newborn. 

b. However, as a child grows and become responsive, that would become 

increasingly difficult! 

 

5. They made a small ark of bulrushes and placed the child in it by the banks 

of the Nile River. 

a. Ex. 2:3 “But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of 

bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, 

and laid it in the reeds by the river's bank.” 

b. This was a determined attempt to spare her son’s life! 

 

6. Jochebed had her daughter do surveillance to safeguard the little baby boy. 

a. Ex. 2:4 “And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to 

him.” 

b. They were being as protective as they possibly could. 

 

 

C. Pharaoh’s Daughter Found The Hidden Boy! Ex. 2:5-10 

1. She and her attendants came to the River to wash. 

a. Ex. 2:5 “Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. 

And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark 

among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it.” 

b. While there they found the small ark containing the baby boy. 

 

2. They realized that this was a Hebrew baby boy. 

a. Ex. 2:6 “And when she had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, 

the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, ‘This is one of 

the Hebrews’ children.’” 

b. Pharaoh’s daughter was touched when she saw the baby and it was 

crying. 

 

3. Miriam offered to get a nurse for the baby; Jochebed raised her baby! Ex. 

2:7-10 

a. Ex. 2:7 “Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and call 

a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child 

for you?’” 
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b. Pharaoh’s daughter was amenable to that request: “And Pharaoh’s 

daughter said to her, ‘Go.’ So the maiden went and called the child’s 

mother.” Ex. 2:8 

c. Pharaoh’s daughter hired Moses’ mother, Jochebed, to raise the baby. 

Ex. 2:9 “Then Pharaoh's daughter said to her, ‘Take this child away and 

nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took 

the child and nursed him.” 

1. Records from Egypt and Mesopotamia tell about women who were 

called “wet nurses.” 

2. These women breast-fed babies who were abandoned or whose 

mothers died. 

3. Typically they breast fed those babies for about three years. 

d. When Moses was grown; Jochebed brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter: 

“And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and 

he became her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, ‘Because I 

drew him out of the water.’” Ex. 2:10 

1. How old was Moses at this time? We are not told. 

2. Moses was raised as Pharaoh’s daughter’s son in Pharaoh’s palace! 

3. Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses meaning, “I drew him out of 

the water!” 

a. Some believe that the name “Moses” is seen as the half-name 

of many of the Pharaohs. 

b. “Ahmose” or “Thutmose” or “Ramesses” seem to end in the 

name “Moses” meaning “to father” or “to be fathered” (born). 

 

 

 

II. Moses Forced To Flee Egypt. Ex. 2:11-15 

A. “Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to 

his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a 

Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12So he looked this way and that way, and when he 

saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13And when he went 

out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the 

one who did the wrong, ‘Why are you striking your companion?’ 14Then he said, 

‘Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you 

killed the Egyptian?’ So Moses feared and said, ‘Surely this thing is known!’ 
15When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled 

from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a 

well.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Moses Had Great Opportunities And Matured In Pharaoh’s House. 

1. Ac. 7:22 “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and 

was mighty in words and deeds.” 

 

2. He became an intelligent and talented man. 



 5 

C. (Slide #4)  Moses Killing An Egyptian Led To His Immediate Need To Flee 

Egypt. 2:11-14 

1. He was watching his people being burdened. 

 

2. One day when he was 40 years old, Moses decided to go visit his people, the 

Israelites. Ac. 7:23 “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart 

to visit his brethren, the children of Israel.” 

 

3. Seeing an Egyptian beat one of the Hebrews, Moses killed the Egyptian and 

hid him in the sand. 

a. In the ancient world, beating a slave or even killing him was not viewed 

as horrible; often the killer would simply have to pay a fine to repay the 

slave owner for his loss. 

b. The taskmaster was acting by the authority of Pharaoh; therefore he was 

likely not culpable. 

c. Interestingly, the word “beat” in verse 11 describing what the Egyptian 

was doing to the Hebrew is the same word used in verse 12 explaining 

what Moses did to the Egyptian when he killed him. 

 

4. Two days later, Moses saw two Hebrew men fighting. 

a. He asked “Why are you smiting your companion?” 

b. The Hebrew responded, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? 

Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian? 

 

5. Moses was terrified because he realized that his murder of the Egyptian was 

known. 

 

6. When it became known to Pharaoh, he gave a decree to kill Moses. He does 

not seem to seek justice; he is seeking revenge. 

 

7. Moses fled Egypt and went to Midian. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #5)  Moses In Midian -- Being Prepared To Lead Israel. Ex. 2:16-25 

A. When Moses Got To Midian, He Sat Down By A Well. 

 

 

B. “Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water, 

and they filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17Then the shepherds 

came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered 

their flock. 18When they came to Reuel their father, he said, ‘How is it that you 

have come so soon today?’ 19And they said, ‘An Egyptian delivered us from the 

hand of the shepherds, and he also drew enough water for us and watered the 

flock.’ 20So he said to his daughters, ‘And where is he? Why is it that you have 

left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.’ 21Then Moses was content to live 

with the man, and he gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. 22And she bore him a 
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son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, ‘I have been a stranger in a 

foreign land.’ 23Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt 

died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried 

out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage. 24So God heard their 

groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 

with Jacob. 25And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God 

acknowledged them.” 

 

 

C. Moses Fled To Midian. 

 

 

D. There Moses Met The Daughters Of The Priest Of Midian. 16-22 

1. Those seven girls came to the well to draw water to fill the water troughs to 

water their father’s flock. 16 

 

2. When shepherds drove these girls away, Moses defended the girls; then he 

watered their flocks. 

 

3. When the girls returned home quicker than their father expected them, he 

asked, “Why are you home so quickly?” 

a. In this text he is called Reuel. 18 

b. Later he is identified as Jethro. 

1. Ex. 3:1 “Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-

in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of 

the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.” 

2. Ex. 4:18 “So Moses went and returned to b, and said to him, 

‘Please let me go and return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and 

see whether they are still alive.’ And Jethro said to Moses, ‘Go in 

peace.’” 

3. Ex. 18:1,2 “And Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-

law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel His 

people--that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2Then 

Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after 

he had sent her back, 3with her two sons, of whom the name of one 

was Gershom (for he said, ‘I have been a stranger in a foreign 

land’) 4and the name of the other was Eliezer (for he said, ‘The 

God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of 

Pharaoh’); 5and Jethro, Moses father-in-law, came with his sons 

and his wife to Moses in the wilderness, where he was encamped at 

the mountain of God. 6Now he had said to Moses, ‘I, your father-

in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons 

with her.’ 7So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, bowed 

down, and kissed him. And they asked each other about their well-

being, and they went into the tent. 8And Moses told his father-in-

law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians 

for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them on the 
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way, and how the LORD had delivered them. 9Then Jethro 

rejoiced for all the good which the LORD had done for Israel, 

whom He had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10And 

Jethro said, ‘Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of 

the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who 

has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 
11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the gods; for in the 

very thing in which they behaved proudly, He was above them.’ 
12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and 

other sacrifices to offer to God. And Aaron came with all the elders 

of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God. 13And 

so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and 

the people stood before Moses from morning until evening. 14So 

when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did for the people, he 

said, ‘What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do 

you alone sit, and all the people stand before you from morning 

until evening?’ 15And Moses said to his father-in-law, ‘Because 

the people come to me to inquire of God. 16When they have a 

difficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and another; 

and I make known the statutes of God and His laws.’ 17So Moses’ 

father-in-law said to him, ‘The thing that you do is not good. 
18Both you and these people who are with you will surely wear 

yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you; you are not able 

to perform it by yourself. 19Listen now to my voice; I will give you 

counsel, and God will be with you: Stand before God for the 

people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. 20And you 

shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the way 

in which they must walk and the work they must do. 21Moreover 

you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, 

men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be 

rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 

of tens. 22And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be 

that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small 

matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for 

they will bear the burden with you. 23If you do this thing, and God 

so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this 

people will also go to their place in peace.’ 24So Moses heeded the 

voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25And 

Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over 

the people: rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, 

and rulers of tens. 26So they judged the people at all times; the hard 

cases they brought to Moses, but they judged every small case 

themselves. 27Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he 

went his way to his own land.” 
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4. Interestingly, Reuel or Jethro is described as a “priest” of Midian. 

Ex. 3:1; 18:1. 

a. Does this suggest that he was a follower of Jehovah God? 

b. Ex. 18:10-12 surely seem to suggest that he was! “And Jethro 

said, ‘Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the 

hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and 

who has delivered the people from under the hand of the 

Egyptians. 11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the 

gods; for in the very thing in which they behaved proudly, He 

was above them.’ 12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a 

burnt offering and other sacrifices to offer to God. And Aaron 

came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ 

father-in-law before God.” 

 

4. The daughters’ reply: “An Egyptian helped us; he delivered us from the 

shepherds; he gave us and our flocks water.” 19 

 

5. Jethro told his daughters to invite the man to eat with them. 20 

 

6. Moses remained at Jethro’s house; he married Jethro’s daughter Zipporah. 

21 

 

7. Moses and Zipporah had a son they named Gershom; Moses named his son 

for his own struggles, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land.” 22 

a. Stephen talked about this event in Ac. 7:29 “Then, at this saying, Moses 

fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two 

sons.” 

b. The other’s name was Eliezer. Ex. 18:3,4 

 

 

E. God’s Compassion For The Mistreated And Abused Israelites. 

1. The Wicked Pharaoh of Egypt died. 23 

 

2. The enslaved Israelites groaned under the burden of their bondage; God 

heard their cry! 23 

 

3. God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! 24 

 

4. God’s heart was touched by their suffering! 25 
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IV. (Slide #6)  Why These Events Are SO SIGNIFICANT In The Scope Of The 

Whole Bible! 

A. (►)  The Courage And Faith Of One Woman And Her Husband Produced A 

Man Of Faith To Lead God’s People! 

1. How we need husbands and wives who will raise their children in homes 

where their parents have STRONG faith, conviction, and courage to stand 

against the moors of society and evil decrees of hostile rulers! 

 

2. They were preparing a Moses for God to use! 

 

 

B. (►)  God’s Providential Hand Is Seen Throughout Moses’ Life! 

1. Pharaoh’s daughter finding the baby and having compassion for him. 

 

2. Miriam stealthily watching the baby provided an immediate suggestion for a 

nurse for the baby -- HIS OWN MOTHER! 

 

3. Being raised in Pharaoh’s house provided education, connection to the 

Pharaohs, and deep insight and understanding of the Egyptian culture -- 

their moors, their gods, and their cultural practices. 

 

4. Moses’ happenstance to meet Jethro’s daughters at the well. 

 

 

C. (►)  Moses’ Flight To Midian Both Preserved His Life And Provided A 

Necessary Preparation For Him To Lead Israel Out Of Bondage And During The 

Forty Years Of Wilderness Wandering! 

1. He escaped Pharaoh’s revenge. 

 

2. He gained a wife and two sons. 

 

3. (Slide #7)  This prepared him to know the land of Sinai and for wilderness 

dwelling! 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  If Moses Had Not Been Born, Had Not Had His Life Spared, Had 

Not Been Reared In Pharaoh’s House, Had Not Been Prepared In Midian -- 

There Would Not Have Been Moses The Deliverer Of Israel From Egyptian 

Bondage, There Would Not Have Been A Prophet Like Jesus, There Would Not 

Have Been The Lawgiver And The Mediator Of The Law Of Moses To The 

Israelites -- There Would Not Have Been One HONORED On The Mount Of 

Transfiguration Or Honored In Heaven! 

1. He was the Deliverer Of Israel from Egypt. 

a. Ps. 77:20 “You led Your people like a flock By the hand of Moses and 

Aaron.” 

b. Ex. 4-15 tell of the events of their deliverance. 
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2. He was a Prophet chosen by God: 

a. Dt. 18:18 “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their 

brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to 

them all that I command Him.” 

b. Peter cited this prophecy and identified Jesus as the fulfillment of that 

prophecy. Ac. 3:22 

c. I Ki. 8:56 Solomon realized the Moses was God’s prophet: “Blessed be 

the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that 

He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, 

which He promised through His servant Moses.” 

 

3. He was a Prophet who prophesied about Christ. 

a. Lk. 24:44 “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke 

to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 

were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

concerning Me.’” 

b. Ac. 28:23 “So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him 

at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the 

kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law 

of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening.” 

 

4. He was a Lawgiver, the giver of the Law of Moses. 

a. Ps. 103:7 “He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children 

of Israel.” 

b. Jn. 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.” 

c. Jn. 7:19 “Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the 

law? Why do you seek to kill Me?” 

 

5. He is such an honored man of God -- At the Transfiguration, Moses, Elijah, 

and Jesus all appear! 

a. Moses represents the Law of Moses. 

b. Elijah represents the prophets. 

c. Jesus is the Son of God, the giver of the New Testament. 

d. Imagine what this tells us about Moses and Elijah, as well as Jesus! 

e. Yet, of course Jesus is the THE exalted One -- “This is My beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” Mt. 17:5 

 

6. And he is pictured as being honored in Heaven! Rev. 15:3 “They sing the 

song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: ‘Great 

and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your 

ways, O King of the saints!’” 

 

7. Now would God have raised up another if Jochebed and Amram had not 

raised a Moses? OBVIOUSLY!!! But Amram and Jochebed provided a man 

for God to use! Parents, are WE providing boys and girls and men and 

women for the Lord to use in His Cause? 


