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STAYING FAITHFUL DURING THE 

TOUGH TIMES! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Pray For Our Campaigners In Cincinnati This Week. 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  Question: “How Do You Respond To Troubles? How Do You Stay 

Faithful During The Tough Times?” 

 

 

C. Life Can Have SO MANY TROUBLES AND TOUGH TIMES! 

1. Rom. 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” 

 

2. Rom. 8:38,39 “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height 

nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Frustration? 

A. Job. 

1. Chapter 1 -- he lost his possessions and children. 

 

2. Chapter 2 -- he lost his health; he was almost dead. 

 

3. It was pitiful! 

 

4. Job’s frustrations: 

a. He did not understand what was happening! 

b. He knew he was faithful. 

c. His friends were accusing him of NOT being faithful! 

 

5. Job had NO IDEA about what was really happening! 

a. God was SO PROUD of Job, knew his faith, and held him up before 

God as a man of ultimate faithfulness! 
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1. 1:8 “Then the LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered My 

servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless 

and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?’” 

2. 2:3 “Then the LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered My 

servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless 

and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he 

holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to 

destroy him without cause.’” 

b. His frustrations: 

1. “I wish I hadn’t been born!” 3:3 

2. “I wish I had died at birth! 3:11 

3. “I am tired of living!” 10:1 

4. “God, show me where I have sinned!” 13:23 

5. “God, I want to defend myself in a court setting before You!” 

23:3,4 

c. His friends were saying, “Righteous people don’t suffer!” 8:20. “You 

are a sinner!” 11:14 

d. Job’s frustrated responses: 

1. “You lie!” 13:4 

2. “I wish you would just be quiet!” 13:5 

3. “Leave me alone!” 13:13 

4. “You guys make me miserable!” 16:2 

e. Yet, “In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.” 1:22 

 

 

B. Ju. 6:13 “Gideon said to Him, ‘O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has 

all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us 

about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD 

has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.’” 

1. The Midianites and their allies, the Amorites, were continually pillaging 

Israel. 

 

2. God promised Gideon that He would deliver Israel from their oppressors. 

 

3. Yet, the harassment continued. 

 

4. Gideon was frustrated! 

 

 

C. Ps. 22:1,2 “To the Chief Musician. Set to ‘The Deer of the Dawn.’ A Psalm of 

David. My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from 

helping Me, And from the words of My groaning? 2O My God, I cry in the 

daytime, but You do not hear; And in the night season, and am not silent.” 

 

 

D. Persecuted Saints: 

1. Elijah: 
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a. He had the great confrontation with the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 

prophets of the groves (Asherah) in I Ki. 18. He slew all of those 

idolatrous prophets and glorified his God! 

b. He felt alone even while he confronted those idolatrous leaders. I Ki. 

18:22 “Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I alone am left a prophet of the 

LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men.’” 

c. After the massive victory over and destruction of those false prophets, 

Jezebel was livid; she vowed to kill Elijah by the next day! I Ki. 19:2 

d. He prayed that he could just die! I Ki. 19:4 “But he himself went a 

day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 

broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, ‘It is enough! 

Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!’” 

e. He felt that he was the ONLY one loyal to God! I Ki. 19:14 “I alone am 

left; and they seek to take my life.” 

f. God’s pointed retort: “Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all 

whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 

kissed him.” I Ki. 19:18 

 

2. The Beheaded saints around the Throne in the Revelation: Rev. 6:10 “And 

they cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until 

You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’” 

 

 

E. Observations About Frustrations: 

1. As humans, we don’t see the whole story. 

 

2. As humans, we face frustrations when life is not as smooth as it has been or 

as we want it to be. 

 

3. Being falsely accused can make you SO frustrated! 

 

4. You may feel very alone. 

 

5. We have to rely upon God’s sovereignty; that can make us SO frustrated 

because we do not know HIS Will! 

 

6. Stay faithful NO MATTER HOW FRUSTRATED YOU Are! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Fear? 

A. Aaron In Yielding To The Demand Of The Israelites At Mt. Sinai. 

1. Ex. 32:22-24 “So Aaron said, ‘Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. 

You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23For they said to me, ‘Make 

us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us 

out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24And I 
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said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.’ So they gave it 

to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.” 

 

2. Do you ever find yourself fearful to stand up for right when people oppose 

God’s commands, promote them, or encourage you to go along with them? 

 

 

B. 10 Spies 

1. Even though they say the land as one “flowing with milk and honey,” they 

felt helpless because the cities were strong and fortified; they also feared the 

giants! “Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities 

are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak 

there.” Nu. 13:28 

 

2. Nu. 13:31-33 “But the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We are not 

able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.’ 32And they 

gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, 

saying, ‘The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that 

devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of 

great stature. 33There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came 

from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 

were in their sight.’” 

 

 

C. Israel’s Soldiers 

1. Israel and the Philistines were facing off. 

 

2. Goliath invited ONE Israelite to come and fight him; the loser’s army would 

submit to the winner’s army. 

 

3. Israel’s army was terrified. I Sa. 17:24 “And all the men of Israel, when they 

saw the man, fled from him and were dreadfully afraid.” 

 

 

D. Peter. 

1. Mt. 14:28-31 “And Peter answered Him and said, ‘Lord, if it is You, 

command me to come to You on the water.’ 29So He said, ‘Come.’ And 

when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 

Jesus. 30But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and 

beginning to sink he cried out, saying, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31And immediately 

Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, ‘O you of 

little faith, why did you doubt?’” 

 

2. When the Lord invited Peter to come to him on the raging Sea of Galilee 

 

3. Peter, impetuously and without thinking, stepped out of the boat. 
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4. However, when he observed the boisterous Sea, he became terrified! 

 

 

E. The Fearful Disciples In The Boat With Jesus Asleep. 

1. The disciples KNEW who Jesus was; however, they seemed to so quickly 

forget when they faced troubles.  

 

2. In a small boat on the Sea of Galilee, a storm immediately arose! They were 

terrified! Mk. 4:38 “But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they 

awoke Him and said to Him, ‘Teacher, do You not care that we are 

perishing?’” 

 

 

F. The Apostles When Jesus Was Arrested: 

1. For 3 ½ years Jesus had tried to prepare them for his rejection, arrest, and 

Crucifixion. 

 

2. Yet, when Jesus was arrested, they all fled in the immediacy of those 

terrifying circumstances! 

 

3. Mt 26:56 “Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.” 

 

 

G. Observations About Fear: 

1. Fear can be totally debilitating! 

 

2. Fear can paralyze us! 

 

3. Fear can keep us from obeying God because we don’t have the spine to 

stand up against others, because we feel inadequate, or because we feel so 

weak as we face terrifying circumstances. 

 

4. Healthy fear can protect us; unhealthy fear can keep us from obeying God! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #5)  Faith? 

A. “Father!” 

1. Rom. 8:31-39 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 

can be against us? 32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 

up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
33Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 

risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for 

us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it 

is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as 
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sheep for the slaughter.’ 37Yet in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us. 38For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 

nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

2. Heb. 13:5,6 “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with 

such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you 

nor forsake you.’ 6So we may boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will 

not fear. What can man do to me?’” 

 

 

B. Joshua And Caleb: 

1. Nu. 14:8,9 “If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land 

and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9Only do not 

rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our 

bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. 

Do not fear them.” 

 

2. They had complete trust in God even though the task was huge! 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  David! 

1. I Sa. 17:32 “your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 

 

2. I Sa. 17:37 “Moreover David said, ‘The LORD, who delivered me from the 

paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the 

hand of this Philistine.’ And Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be 

with you!"  

 

3. I Sa. 45-47 “Then David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with a 

sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the 

LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you 

and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the 

camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the 

earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47Then all this 

assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for 

the battle is the LORD’S, and He will give you into our hands.’” 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  Shadrach, Meschach, And Abednego. Daniel 3 

 

 

E. (Slide #8)  Daniel. Daniel 6 
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F. Paul: Phil. 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

 

G. Psalms: 

1. Ps. 40:4 “Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust,” 

 

2. Ps. 64:10 “The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and trust in Him. And 

all the upright in heart shall glory.” 

 

3. Pr. 29:25 “But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe.” 

 

 

H. (Slide #9)  Job: 

1. Job 13:15 “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 

 

2. Job 27:5,6 “Till I die I will not put away my integrity from me. 6My 

righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go; My heart shall not reproach 

me as long as I live.” 

 

 

I. (Slide #10)  Observations About Faith: 

1. Faith helps you overcome frustrations and fears! 

 

2. Faith must have a staunch reliance upon God! 

 

3. Faith victories prepare you for greater victories in the future! 

 

4. Maintain your integrity! 

 

5. You can do it! 


