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WHAT IT TAKES TO BE INVOLVED 

IN THE LORD’S WORK! 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. All My Life As A Young Man “Raised In The Church”, As A Minister For 46 

Years, As An Elder For Nine Years, And As One Blessed With Opportunities 

To Speak In Gospel Meetings, Lectures, And Seminars In Other Congregations, 

One Thing I CONSTANTLY Hear is “How Can We Get More People Involved 

In The Work Of The Lord And Of The Congregation?” 

 

 

B. Many Christians Seem To Want One Thing From Being A Christian -- Go To 

Worship; Then Go Back To My Home life And My Work Life, And My 

Recreational Life. 

 

 

C. Question: What Does It Take To Be Involved In The Lord’s Work? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Observations About Involvement: 

A. Different Levels Of Involvement Seen In Christians: 

1. (►)  Involved; Zealous! 

a. I Thess. 1:2,3 “We give thanks to God always for you all, making 

mention of you in our prayers, 3remembering without ceasing your 

work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the sight of our God and Father,” 

b. II Thess. 1:3,4 “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as 

it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of 

every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4so that we ourselves 

boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in 

all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,” 

c. Attend every worship service. 

d. Study the Bible diligently 

e. Love volunteering to help effort after effort. 

f. Optimistic, supportive, and encouraging about being a Christian and a 

member of the congregation. 

g. Encouraging of others -- a Barnabas. 

h. Anxious for others to know the Gospel and for them to become 

Christians. 
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2. (►)  Lukewarm: 

a. Rev. 3:15,16 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

could wish you were cold or hot. 16So then, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 

mouth.” 

b. Attendance is sporadic (usually Sunday AM); may attend unless family, 

hobby, or vacations take precedence. 

c. Little participation in Bible Classes on Sunday or Wednesday. 

d. Study little. 

e. Every now and then help some works of the Church. 

 

3. (►)  Uninvolved: 

a. II Tim. 4:10 “for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 

world.” 

b. Mt. 24:12 “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many 

will grow cold.” [“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of 

most will grow cold,” NIV] 

c. They forsake worship almost all the time if not all the time. 

d. Sin becomes acceptable. 

e. Bibles are not used; they collect dust. 

f. They make no attempt to help the Lord or His Cause. 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Christians Have So Many Excuses Christians They Use To Justify 

Inactivity: 

1. “I’ve Been Hurt By A Previous Church, Leader, Or Member.” 

a. Most of us have har our feelings hurt in some way by other Christians. 

1. That shouldn’t surprise us -- the church is made up of imperfect 

people; even people with the best of intentions will say something 

curt, will not be attentive as we might want, or may not appear to 

act very interested in us. 

2. Brethren may accuse us of sin when we have not sinned. 

b. However, salvation and relationship with Christ and the Church are 

indispensable! We must let nothing and no one drive us away from the 

Lord and His Church or from being actively involved in the Lord’ 

work! 

c. A caveat: if leaders of a congregation have left the faith and are 

teaching and practicing error, we cannot condone that or participate in 

it! 

 

2. “The Church Is Full Of Hypocrites.” 

a. Some become discouraged as Christians and even withdraw from being 

active because of seeing Christians act, speak, and live hypocritically. 

b. A sad reality -- no Christian is perfect; there will be inconsistencies in 

their lives. 

c. However, that is NO REASON for any Christian to use to justify 

his/her own inactivity! 
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d. One elderly Christian lady said, “I don’t’ come to worship to think 

about hypocrites! I come to worship to glorify God! If I came in and the 

Devil was sitting on the front seat, I would say, ‘scoot over, I’m here to 

worship my God!’” 

e. Story of pig farmer who would not come to Church because of the 

hypocrites there. A preacher had invited him for years; the farmer 

finally angrily said, “Don’t come here and talk to me about coming to 

Church again!” A couple of weeks later, the farmer saw the preacher 

coming up his drive; his anger was already riled up! “I told you not to 

come here again and talk to be about coming to Church!” The preacher 

said, “I came here to buy a pig.” The farmer’s defenses were quickly 

calmed. He showed the preacher all of his fine sows; he was so proud. 

The preacher asked, “Do you have any more?” The farmer replied, 

“Only a few runts in a little pen out back.” The preacher asked to see 

them and selected the smallest runt. The farmer refused to take any 

money for the pig. The preacher got it his car, started it, and was ready 

to pull away; he rolled down the window and said, “You know what 

I’m going to do with this pig? I’m going to take it to town and tell 

people that’s the kind of pigs you raise!” THE MORAL: you don’t 

judge pig farmers by a few runts in their litters; you don’t judge God by 

disinterested, uninvolved, and hypocritical Christians!! 

 

3. “I can worship God without being a member of a congregation, without 

being involved in the work of a congregation, or without attending 

worship services!” 

a. Or you hear, “I’m a faithful Christian even though I don’t attend 

worship!” (And I’m not talking about an invalid who cannot attend!) 

b. My response: “REALLY?” “SO YOU KNOW MORE ABOUT 

EXPECTATIONS FOR CHRISTIANS THAN THE GODHEAD who 

revealed to us what a Christian should be?” 

c. Paul sought to “place membership” with the brethren in Jerusalem; they 

were terrified of him. Ac. 9:26 “And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, 

he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not 

believe that he was a disciple.” 

d. Heb. 10:24,25 “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love 

and good works, 25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 

more as you see the Day approaching.” 

e. How can elders encourage or shepherd your soul if you refuse to submit 

yourself to an eldership and be a part of a congregation? 

 

4. “I don’t see anything to do!” 

a. Open up your eyes! 

b. There is SO MUCH to do -- every work of this congregation needs 

more assistance! 

c. Look, think, volunteer! 
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5. “No one has asked me to do anything?” 

a. Urge those who lead programs to ask, to show opportunities, and to 

mentor. 

b. You can do the Lord’s work whether asked or not! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Necessary Traits That Promote Involvement: 

A. (Slide #5)  Deep And Abiding Love For The Godhead And All They Have 

Done For Us! 

1. Col. 1:5-7 “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which 

you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6which has come 

to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is 

also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 
7as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 

faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,” 

 

2. Col. 1:9,10 “For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease 

to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10that you may walk 

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God;” 

 

3. I Cor. 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 

me was not in vain;” 

 

4. II Cor. 5:14 “For the love of Christ compels us.” 

 

5. (Slide #6)  God will not accept involvement just because there is something 

I can do! 

a. It’s a matter of heart! 

b. I Cor. 13:3 “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 

though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 

nothing.” 

 

6. When you are deeply in love with the Lord and His work, you are 

COMPELLED to be involved! 
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B. (Slide #7)  Genuine Faith! [Authentic! The Real Deal!] 

1. Gal. 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 

2. James 2:17,18 “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 

dead. 18But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me 

your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my 

works.” 

 

3. Js. 1:25 “But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 

blessed in what he does.” 

 

4. Ac. 16:5 “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in 

number daily.” Genuine faith spurs individual Christians and congregations 

to evangelism and growth. 

 

5. (Slide #8)  When a Christian has true faith he is an active worker with a 

happy heart! 

a. He has a happier conscience, and a satisfaction of knowing that he is a 

doer of the Word, and not a hearer only! 

b. Js. 1:22-24 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 

like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24for he observes 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #9)  Conviction! 

1. People have to be convicted in their hearts to really support a cause. 

 

2. Examples: 

a. Paul: 

1. As a Jew: 

a. Gal. 1:13,14 “For you have heard of my former conduct in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond 

measure and tried to destroy it. 14And I advanced in 

Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own 

nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 

my fathers.” 

b. Phil. 3:6 “concerning zeal, persecuting the church;” 
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2. As a Christian: 

a. Phil. 3:12-14 “Not that I have already attained, or am already 

perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13Brethren, I do 

not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward 

to those things which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

b. II Cor. 12:15 “And I will very gladly spend and be spent for 

your souls; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I 

am loved.” 

b. Epaphroditus. 

1. Phil. 2:25-27 “Yet I considered it necessary to send to you 

Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but 

your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26since 

he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had 

heard that he was sick. 27For indeed he was sick almost unto 

death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me 

also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.” 

2. Phil. 4:18 “Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received 

from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling 

aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.” 

c. The Macedonians: 

1. Paul used their example to encourage the Corinthians to fulfill their 

pledge to make a contribution to help the Christians in Judea who 

were enduring a difficult famine. 

2. The Macedonians conviction: II Cor. 8:1-5 “Moreover, brethren, 

we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches 

of Macedonia: 2that in a great trial of affliction the abundance 

of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of 

their liberality. 3For I bear witness that according to their ability, 

yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4imploring 

us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the 

fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5And not only as we had 

hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us 

by the will of God.” 

3. Paul then sent Titus to urge the Corinthians to exhibit the same 

kind of heart! “So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he 

would also complete this grace in you as well. 7But as you abound 

in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, 

and in your love for us--see that you abound in this grace also.” 

II Cor. 8:6,7 
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D. (Slide #10)  Family Feeling & Connection! 

1. When you hear men lead prayers and talk about “them” or you hear 

Christians talk about “them”, you likely see someone who feels alienated 

and not a part! 

 

2. Those who are truly engaged talk about “us!” “Our family!” 

 

3. (Slide #11)  We are part of a family of faith! 

a. We are “brothers and sisters” in Christ! 

b. We are “brethren!” 

c. We are “beloved children of God!” 

d. Gal. 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 

 

4. (Slide #12)  If you see yourself as part of the Lord’s family and of a 

congregational family, you want to be with your brethren, you want to be a 

part of the work of this family! 

 

 

E. (Slide #13)  Honest Evaluation Of Your Talents -- See Where Those Talents 

Can Help The Lord’s Work! 

1. Evaluate your own personal talents and interests. 

 

2. How can you give of yourself to help His Cause? 

 

3. (Slide #14)  Don’t sit back and wait to be asked! 

 

4. Active participation builds a sense of teamwork, personal value, and 

comradery. 

a. That is true in hobbies, games, sports, or fishing. 

b. It is vividly true in Christianity and the work of the Church! 

c. The more you participate, the more you appreciate! Sitting on the 

sidelines or on the bench is not fun. 

 

 

F. (Slide #15)  Reward & Future Blessings (Resurrection, Victory, Heaven) 

1. After Paul talked about the resurrection of our body on the Last Day, he 

concluded that chapter by saying, “When you appreciate this, you are going 

to be an active, involved Christian! 

 

2. I Cor. 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in 

vain in the Lord.” 
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(Slide #16)  Conclusion: 

A. God Wants Active, Involved Christians! 

 

 

B. God Wants Involved Christians Who ENJOY Their Christian Service! 

1. Phil. 2:12,13 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in 

my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who works in you both to 

will and to do for His good pleasure.” 

 

2. God can use you for His cause. 

 

3. It should bring us delight to know that we are causing Him to be pleased! 

 

 

C. We All Must Acknowledge Different Circumstances In Life: 

1. Some older Christians act as if younger Christians have nothing or very 

little to offer -- that is SUCH A BAD MISTAKE!!! 

 

2. Some act as if older Christians have nothing or very little to offer -- that is 

SO FOOLISH! 

 

3. Circumstances in life may dictate HOW INVOLVED we can be. 

a. There are some really stressful times where you don’t feel you can do a 

lot: 

1. Birth of a baby. 

2. Birth of a baby when you have other children. 

3. If you are in school and feel overwhelmed with tasks and studies. 

b. Job or career demands may make a lot of involvement difficult -- we 

sometimes need to evaluate what we are doing -- am I hindered from 

being as involved as I could be and should be? 

c. Aging -- retirement does not mean retirement from being involved in 

the Lord’s work! 

d. Snowbirds -- many are blessed to have the privilege; however, some 

just attend services in different congregations but are never really 

involved in either congregation -- this is a huge mistake! 

 

4. Yet, do not deceive yourself and rationalize away your involvement! 

 

5. “To The Work!” 

 

6. “Lord, Make Me A Servant; Make Me Like You!” 


