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INSTALLATION OF NEW ELDERS 

AND DEACONS -- 2016! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Today Is A VITAL Day In The History Of And For The Future Of The 

Washington Avenue Congregation! 

 

 

B. This Is Also A Significant Day In The Lives Of The Families Of These Men! 

 

 

C. Today These Men Will Be Ordained Into Significant Roles Of Work In The 

Lord’s Church! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Ordination Of Joshua. 

A. Two Weeks Ago We Saw That Godly Leaders Were Introduced To The People 

They Would Lead! 

1. Joshua to Israel. 

 

2. The 7 Servants Of Acts 6:1-7. 

 

 

B. God Saw Fit For Leaders To Be Introduced; He Saw Fit For Leaders To Be 

Ordained! 

 

 

C. (►)  Joshua Was Commissioned, Ordained, And Charged To Fulfill The 

Responsibilities Of The Leader Of Israel. 

1. Ordained: 

a. Nu. 27:18-23 “And the LORD said to Moses: ‘Take Joshua the son of 

Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; 
19set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and 

inaugurate him in their sight. 20And you shall give some of your 

authority to him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may 

be obedient. 21He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall 

inquire before the LORD for him by the judgment of the Urim. At his 

word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, he and all 

the children of Israel with him--all the congregation.’ 22So Moses did as 
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the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and set him before Eleazar 

the priest and before all the congregation. 23And he laid his hands on 

him and inaugurated him, just as the LORD commanded by the hand of 

Moses.” 

b. Dt. 3:28 “But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen 

him; for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to 

inherit the land which you will see.” 

c. Dt. 31:3 “The LORD your God Himself crosses over before you; He 

will destroy these nations from before you, and you shall dispossess 

them. Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the LORD has 

said.” 

d. Dt. 31:7 “Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all 

Israel, ‘Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people 

to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, 

and you shall cause them to inherit it.’” 

e. Dt. 31:23 “Then He inaugurated Joshua the son of Nun, and said, ‘Be 

strong and of good courage; for you shall bring the children of Israel 

into the land of which I swore to them, and I will be with you.’” 

f. Dt. 34:9 “Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, 

for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded 

him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.” 

g. Observations: 

1. Joshua was “set before” the people. 

2. The people were encouraged to see him as a leader! 

3. He was given a commission -- to lead Israel into the Promised 

Land! 

4. Moses ordained him; approved him and installed him into that 

leadership role. 

h. This is so similar to what the Apostles did for the 7 in Ac. 6:6 when the 

“laid hands” on the 7. 

 

2. (Slide #3)  Challenges From God! 

a. (►)  As he began to lead. Josh. 1:5-9 “No man shall be able to stand 

before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 

with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6Be strong and of good 

courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 

which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong and very 

courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which 

Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 

hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8This Book 

of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in 

it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is 

written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 

will have good success. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of 

good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go.” 
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b. (►)  At the edge of the waters of the Jordan, God said to Joshua, “This 

day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may 

know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8You shall 

command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When 

you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in 

the Jordan.’” Josh. 3:7,8 

1. God took Israel through dry ground in the bed of the Jordan under 

Joshua’s leadership just as He took Israel through the dry ground in 

the bed of the Red Sin under Moses’ leadership! 

2. This was done to validate and to exalt Joshua! 

c. (►)  Circumcise the uncircumcised! Josh. 5:2 “At that time the LORD 

said to Joshua, ‘Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons 

of Israel again the second time.’” 

d. (►)  Obey me and I will give you Jericho! Josh. 6:1-5 “Now Jericho 

was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, 

and none came in. 2And the LORD said to Joshua: ‘See! I have given 

Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3You 

shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around 

the city once. This you shall do six days. 4And seven priests shall bear 

seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you 

shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the 

trumpets. 5It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the 

ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the 

people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall 

down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.’” 

e. (►)  Cleanse the camp of sin! Josh. 7:13 “Get up, sanctify the people, 

and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the 

LORD God of Israel: ‘There is an accursed thing in your midst, O 

Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the 

accursed thing from among you.’’” 

f. (►)  When the sin was removed from the camp: “Now destroy Ai!” 

Josh. 8:1 “Now the LORD said to Joshua: ‘Do not be afraid, nor be 

dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. 

See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and 

his land.’” 

g. (►)  When many kings allied against Israel, God said, “Do not be 

afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all 

of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn 

their chariots with fire.” Josh. 11:6 

 

 

D. (Slide #4)  Joshua’s Loyalty And Faithfulness As A Leader Of Israel: “Not a 

word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of 

Israel. All came to pass.” Josh 21:45 
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II. Ordination Of Elders And Deacons For Washington Avenue Today. 

A. (Slide #5)  Elders: 

1. Dwight Burton 

 

2. Alan Bush 

 

3. Mark Shifflet 

 

4. Tim Wiemer 

 

 

B. (Slide #6)  Deacons: 

1. Jim Clem 

 

2. Dan Freda 

 

3. David Greene 

 

4. Scott King 

 

5. Daniel LeMasters 

 

6. Matt McDowell 

 

7. Rodney Sills 

 

8. David Schultheis 

 

9. Keith Sutton 

 

10. Barry White 

 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  Charges To Elders: 

1. (►)  “As God was with Moses and Joshua, so He will be with you! He will 

never leave you nor forsake you! Therefore be strong and of good courage!” 

 

2. (►)  Be examples to Christians! 

a. I Pet. 5:3 “but being examples to the flock.” 

b. Mt. 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
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3. (►)  Shepherd the flock! 

a. Ac. 20:28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” 

b. I Pet. 5:2-4 “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 

examples to the flock; 4and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” 

c. As shepherds: 

1. Know them. 

2. Show interest in them. 

a. When they hurt, hurt with them. 

b. When they rejoice, rejoice with them. 

c. When they have successes, commend them. 

d. When they have failures, encourage them. 

3. Love them. 

4. Protect them! 

5. Lead them into the ways of the Lord. 

6. When they stray, try to bring them back! 

 

4. (Slide #8)  Urge Christians to have circumcised hearts! 

a. Circumcision of the flesh does not make one closer to God at all! 

b. God wants circumcision of the heart! 

c. Col. 2:11-13 “In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision 

made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, 

by the circumcision of Christ, 12buried with Him in baptism, in 

which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of 

God, who raised Him from the dead. 13And you, being dead in your 

trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,” 

d. Brethren must be encouraged to continue to cut off sin and to magnify 

Christ by the lives we live! 

 

4. (►)  Do not allow sin to be tolerated in the congregation! 

 

5. (►)  Obey the Lord; He will give us a home in Heaven! 

 

6. (►)  Ask Each Elder To Affirm His Commitment To His Assigned 

Role: 

a. Dwight; Alan; Mark; Tim: 

b. Affirmations: 

1. “I will be loyal to Christ above everything!” 

2. “I will uphold his Word with all my being!” 

3. “I will try to imitate Jesus, the Chief Shepherd as I am a shepherd 

of this congregation.” 

4. “I will strive to lead with excellence and enthusiasm!” 
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D. (Slide #9)  Charges To Deacons: 

1. (►)  Accept responsibilities eagerly! 

 

2. (►)  Cultivate a servant heart that does not crab or complain but rather 

supports and serves! 

 

3. (►)  Be teammates with the elders! Make their load lighter! Allow them to 

do the work of elders! 

 

4. (Slide #10)  Determine to serve WELL as a deacon! I Tim. 3:13 

 

5. (►)  Make time to carry out your assignments! 

 

6. (►)  Recruit; do not see your task as YOUR JOB only; rather, seek to build 

a team with teammates that will cooperate with you and help carry out your 

work; use people’s talents; mentor and train the young; glorify the Lord by 

your labors! 

 

7. (►)  Ask Each Deacon To Affirm His Commitment To His Assigned 

Role: 

a. Jim, Dan, David, Scott, Daniel, Matt, Rodney, David, Keith, and 

Barry. 

b. Affirmations: 

1. “I will be the best servant of the elders and this congregation that I 

can be.” 

2. “I will seek to enjoy being a servant.” 

3. “I will strive to keep this building in a way that sets an image that 

shows our love for our Lord! 

4. “I will strive to serve with excellence and enthusiasm!” 

 

8. (Slide #11)  Affirmations of the wives of elders and deacons: 

a. (►)  Ask all of the wives to be supportive helpers to their husbands 

in their roles as leaders in the Lord’s Church! 

b. Be beside and behind your husband in his role! 

c. Urge patience, godliness, and utmost concern for the congregation! 

 

 

E. (Slide #12)  Charges To The Members Of Washington Avenue: 

1. Moses’ Charges To Israel: 

a. (►)  Encourage Joshua! 

1. Dt. 1:38 “Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall 

go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.” 

2. Dt. 3:28 “But command Joshua, and encourage him and 

strengthen him; for he shall go over before this people, and he 

shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.” 

3. Brethren, encourage and strengthen these elders and deacons. 
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b. (►)  Be faithful; trust the Lord! 

1. Dt. 31:6 “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid 

of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with 

you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.” 

2. Trust the Lord, never let doubt discourage you or lead you to fall! 

 

2. (►)  Love Being A Part Of God’s Family! 

a. “Blest Be The Tie!” 

b. “We’re Part Of The Family That’s Been Born Again!” 

c. Do not get into the mindset or habit of viewing brethren through harsh, 

judgmental, and critical eyes. 

d. Be patient, encouraging, and forgiving. 

e. Let the world see the love of Christ in us! 

1. Jn. 13:34,35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 

one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

2. “Let The Beauty Of Jesus Be Seen In Me!” 

 

3. (►)  Support Your Elders! 

a. Lift up their hands! Support them! 

b. Be eager to assist the elders! 

1. Be eager to volunteer! 

2. Be ready unto every good work! 

a. II Cor. 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound toward 

you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 

have an abundance for every good work.” 

b. Col. 1:10 “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God;” 

c. Savor the Word; digest It; use It -- II Tim. 3:17 “that the man 

of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.” 

 

4. Offer to assist the deacons! 

a. These men do not need to take all of the responsibility upon 

themselves. 

b. They need help. 

c. They can provide opportunities for you to use your talents and for you 

to assist the congregation. 

d. Please volunteer to help. 
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5. (►)  Ask the congregation to affirm that they will be godly followers of the 

Godhead and of the elders! 

a. Heb. 13:17 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they 

watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do 

so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.” 

b. I Thess. 5:12,13 “And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who 

labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13and 

to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace 

among yourselves. 

c. Live a godly, faithful life so elders do not have to coddle, plead, and 

beg you to be faithful! 

d. Life a devout life so elders do not have to beg you to be a holy 

Christian! 

e. Discipline yourself as you apply the Word to your life so the elders will 

not have to plead with or discipline you! 

f. Will you give your “Amen” to affirm you devotion to God and these 

shepherds? 

 

 

 

(Slide #13)  Invitation: 

A. “Serve Like Jesus!” 

 

 

B. Live In View Of Heaven! 

 

 

C. Glorify God, Live In Peace! 

 

 

D. Respect One Another; Support One Another! 

 

 

E. May We All Someday Be In Heaven Together And Look Back With Pleasure 

And Appreciation That We Could Walk Together In This Life On Our Journey 

To Heaven; May We Realize That We All Helped Each Other To Victory! 


