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INTRODUCTION OF POTENTIAL 

LEADERS! 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Today Is A Very Important Day In The History Of And For The 

Future Of The Washington Avenue Congregation! 

 

 

B. (►)  Commend The Congregation For Their Attitudes And Participation In The 

Process That The Elders Initiated Last December And That Has Been Ongoing 

Since Then. 

1. The elders have been VERY pleased and encouraged with the response to 

this process! 

 

2. Those who participated in the Leadership Classes that were conducted on 

Wednesday. 

a. Many of you attended most if not all of those classes for 6 months 

(from December 2015 - May of 2016)! 

1. Many potential leaders and their spouses attended! 

2. Several expressed readiness to step forward and help this 

congregation. 

3. Teens attended and were challenged to prepare themselves to be 

future leaders and the wives of future leaders. 

b. You took the challenge to heart; so many of you have committed 

yourselves to leadership now and in the future. GOD BLESS YOU! 

 

3. You as a congregation took this process of nominating men to be elders and 

deacons VERY SERIOUSLY! 

a. 25 men were suggested as possible elders: 

1. 4 of those were not qualified. 

2. 134 nominations were handed to the elders. 

b. 29 men were suggested as possible deacons: 

1. 2 of those were not qualified; 1 was already an elder. 

2. 110 nominations were handed to the elders. 

c. The elders informed every man whose name was mentioned. 

d. Several of those who cannot serve at this point expressed interest in 

serving in the future! This provides optimism for the addition of more 

leaders in the future!!! 
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4. Many men have expressed a desire to serve more and more now and in the 

future! 

a. Love for the Truth is strong among these men! 

b. Your servant-hearts and desire are admirable! 

 

5. Men have seriously practiced self-evaluation and family-evaluation! Men 

have taken the qualifications about self and family VERY SERIOUSLY! 

6. Men who have chosen to step forward and have their names put before the 

congregation to be elders and deacons. 

 

7. Our congregation will benefit greatly; much more work will be carried out 

because of men stepping forward! 

 

8. It has been encouraging to hear men who feel they cannot step into the roles 

now but who have expressed an interest in serving in the future! 

 

9. Commend wives who have encouraged, supported, and helped your 

husbands to be qualified to be leaders in the greatest institution on the face 

of the earth!!!!!! 

 

10. A message to children, teens, and young adults -- school starts this week and 

next week; serve the Lord even when you leave your home! Understand that 

your decisions have great consequences -- your decisions can help your dad 

be qualified to be a leader or can hinder him from doing so! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Introduction Of Biblical Leaders: 

A. Introduction Of One Biblical Leader -- Joshua! 

1. Characteristics that helped Joshua to be prepared to be a leader: 

a. He was a brave military leader who defeated the Amalekites as a young 

man. 

1. Ex. 17:9,10 “And Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose us some men and 

go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the 

hill with the rod of God in my hand.’ 10So Joshua did as Moses 

said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur 

went up to the top of the hill.” 

2. Ex. 17:13,14 “So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the 

edge of the sword. 14Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Write this for 

a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that 

I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under 

heaven.’” 

b. He was a special servant of and assistant for Moses. 

1. Ex. 24:13 “So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses 

went up to the mountain of God.” (Moses took Joshua with him to 

receive the 10 Commandments) 
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2. Ex. 33:11 “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man 

speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but his 

servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from 

the tabernacle.” 

3. Nu. 11:28 “So Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, one of his 

choice men, answered and said, ‘Moses my lord, forbid them!’” 

c. (Slide #4)  He was one of the 12 spies -- Nu. 13:8 “from the tribe of 

Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun;” 

d. He gave a faithful, God-fearing man who trusted God, and believed that 

God would keep His Word by giving Israel the land of Canaan. After 

spying out the land, he gave a FAITHFUL report -- Nu. 14:6-10 

1. “But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who 

were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 
7and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 

saying: ‘The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly 

good land. 8If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into 

this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and 

honey.’ 9Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people 

of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed 

from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.’ 10And all 

the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of 

the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the 

children of Israel.” 

2. The people revolted against Moses and wanted to return to Egypt; 

Joshua spoke truthfully and faithfully even if the people rejected 

his message and hated him! 

e. Because of their faith in and loyalty to God, only Joshua and Caleb of 

the men above 20 years of age when they left Egypt were allowed to 

enter Canaan 40 years later!!! 

1. Nu. 14:30 “Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the 

son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I 

would make you dwell in.” 

2. Nu. 14:38 “But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh remained alive, of the men who went to spy out the 

land.” 

3. Nu. 32:11,12 “Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, 

from twenty years old and above, shall see the land of which I 

swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have not wholly 

followed Me, 12except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, 

and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the 

LORD.” 

 

2. (Slide #5)  Joshua introduced as the successor of Moses. 

a. Nu. 27:18,19 “And the LORD said to Moses: ‘Take Joshua the son of 

Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; 
19set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and 

inaugurate him in their sight.” 
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b. Nu. 27:22,23 “So Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took 

Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the 

congregation. 23And he laid his hands on him and inaugurated him, just 

as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.” 

 

3. Joshua’s leadership of Israel: 

a. Selection of a godly leader was a great blessing for the nation of Israel. 

He followed up on Moses’ great leadership. 

b. The leadership transition: 

1. God’s message to Moses: Dt. 1:38 “Joshua the son of Nun, who 

stands before you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall 

cause Israel to inherit it.” 

2. In leadership additions or transitions, older leaders must inspire 

and encourage leaders to step forward and to be godly, faithful 

leaders. Dt. 3:28 “But command Joshua, and encourage him and 

strengthen him; for he shall go over before this people, and he shall 

cause them to inherit the land which you will see.” 

3. Moses ordained Joshua before all the people: “Then Moses called 

Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong and of 

good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which 

the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall 

cause them to inherit it.’” Dt. 31:7 

4. Dt. 34:9 “Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of 

wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of 

Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.” 

c. The success of Joshua as a leader: 

1. (Slide #6)  He led Israel Into Canaan: 

a. Josh. 1-4 

b. Their entrance into the Promised Land through the Jordan 

River mirrored their escape from Egypt through the Red Sea! 

c. Ac. 7:45 “which our fathers, having received it in turn, also 

brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, 

whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until the 

days of David,” 

2. The impact of his faith and leadership upon the people. 

a. His faith inspired them as he began to lead! Josh. 1:16-18 “So 

they answered Joshua, saying, ‘All that you command us we 

will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17Just as we 

heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Only the 

LORD your God be with you, as He was with Moses. 
18Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed 

your words, in all that you command him, shall be put to 

death. Only be strong and of good courage.’” 

b. (Slide #7)  They besieged and captured Jericho. Josh. 6 

c. They completed the conquest of Canaan. Josh. 11:23 “ 

d. He gave the allotment of land to the 12 Tribes: Josh. 13-19 

e. He set up the Tabernacle at Shiloh. Josh. 18:1 
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f. He gave a stirring exhortation to the people before he died! 

Josh. 23,24 

 

3. The impact of a godly leader: 

a. Josh. 11:15 “As the LORD had commanded Moses his 

servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He 

left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded 

Moses.” 

b. Josh. 24:31 “Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, 

and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had 

known all the works of the LORD which He had done for 

Israel.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  Introduction Of Seven Godly Leaders! 

1. Acts 6:1-7 “Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was 

multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, 

because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2Then the 

twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable 

that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3Therefore, brethren, 

seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 

Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4but we will 

give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’ 5And 

the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full 

of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6whom they set before the 

apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 7Then the 

word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.” 

 

2. There was a complaint in the Jerusalem congregation by the Hellenists -- 

Jewish people who had adopted Greek language and culture -- “Our widows 

are being overlooked and ignored in the daily service to Christians!” 1 

 

3. The Apostles called the congregation together; explained that they could not 

set aside Their responsibilities in teaching, ministry, guiding, and praying, 

and urged the brethren to select 7 godly men with leadership qualities to set 

over that work. 

 

4. The brethren were pleased with this decision and suggestion. 

 

5. (Slide #9)  They selected 7 men; they were ordained by the Apostles as 

servants of the Hellenistic Christians. 

 

6. The Impact: 

a. The complainers were pacified. 

b. (Slide #10)  The neglected widows were received care. 
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c. The congregation had peace. 

d. The word spread. 

e. Many more sinners were converted to this peaceful congregation of 

believers! 

f. The 7 men were inspired to greater heights of service! 

1. Stephen 

a. Ac. 6:8 “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 

wonders and signs among the people.” 

b. His zeal brought great opposition from the Jews of the 

Dispersion -- Hellenistic Jews. 

c. He was brought before the Council; he accused the First 

Century Jews of being just like their forefathers -- unbelievers! 

Ac. 7:1-53 

d. He was the first Christian martyr!!! 

2. Philip: 

a. He became a dynamic evangelist, missionary, and soul-

winner! 

b. He preached to and converted the Samaritans and the 

Ethiopian eunuch! Ac. 8:5-40 

c. This man, many years later, was visited by Paul at Caesarea; 

he had 4 godly daughters! Ac. 21:8 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #11)  Introduction Of Potential Leaders For Washington Avenue. 

A. (Slide #12)  Elders: 

1. (Slide #13)  Dwight Burton 

 

2. Alan Bush 

 

3. Mark Shifflet 

 

4. Tim Wiemer 

 

 

B. (Slide #14)  Deacons: 

1. (Slide #15)  Jim Clem 

 

2. Dan Freda 

 

3. David Greene 

 

4. Scott King 

 

5. Daniel LeMasters 

 

6. Matt McDowell 
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7. Rodney Sills 

 

8. David Schultheis 

 

9. Keith Sutton 

 

10. Tom Walker III 

 

11. Barry White 

 

 

 

(Slide #16)  Conclusion: 

A. Pray For These Men. (A Handout Has Been Provided With The Man’s Names 

And God’s Qualifications). 

 

 

B. Pray For Our Congregation -- Its Present And Its Future! 

 

 

C. If You Have Legitimate Scriptural Objections -- Submit Them To Them Elders 

In Writing And Signed. 

1. Submit Objections By Next Sunday August 21 At The End Of PM Services. 

(A handout will be available). 

 

2. New Leaders Will Be Installed On Sunday August 28. 

 

 

D. You Have Performed In Such A Christian Way All Through This Process; Let’s 

Continue It To The End! 

 

 

E. To God Be The Glory Now And In The Future In This Congregation! 


