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Peace, What a Blessing and Responsibility! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Our lesson today is on peace! 
 

A. And as I studied and did some research for this lesson I noticed that there are 
many good Bible sermon outlines on peace. 

 
1. Yet what was interesting is that most of the outlines were entitled 

something like:  Ways to Gain Godly Peace” or “How Do I Find Peace in 
My Life.” 

 
2. I as read continued to study it occurred to me that there must be a lot of 

Christian people that have rarely experience times in which they were at 
peace in our lives. 

 
B. I hope that you indeed have encountered the peace that surpasses all 

understanding.  (Philippian 4:7) 
 

1. Jesus taught His disciples that in Him they could find peace. 
 

John 16:33 
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.” 
 

2. Paul relates that through our abiding faith in Christ we don’t gain peace 
but rather we have peace. 

 
Romans 5:1 
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
 





2 
Washington Avenue Church of Christ – 09-18-2016 

II. As I look out among us, I see a very special and wonderful congregation that is enjoying 
peace. 

 
A. Now, that is not to say you do not have a struggle or difficulty here or there but 

because of your faith in the Lord such struggles do not destroy the over 
whelming blessing of peace that comes from God! 

 
B. Committed Christians know that peace is not part of this world but true peace is 

found in Christ, therefore we focus upon the spiritual, storing our treasures 
(including peace) up in Heaven where nothing cause it to fade away!  (Matthew 
6:20) 

 
III. Within this in mind I want us to recognize the blessings that we enjoy because we do 

have peace, plus our responsibilities due to the peace we have as Christians. 
 
Discussion: 
 
I. What are some of the blessings we receive due to our peace? 
 

A. When I am at peace then I am able to recharge my spiritual batteries! 
 

1. We are still living in this world and there are many things in this world 
that attempt to take away our peace in God. 

 
a. It would not take long to compile a rather lengthy list of trials and 

difficulties that you as individual have gone through and are 
currently going through. 

 
b. All these worldly issues attempt to sway us away from Christ and 

away from the peace that we have. 
 

2. So when the world is less aggressive and I do have those times of 
easiness and tranquility; then we ought to take the opportunity to 
strengthen ourselves and prepare for the next time that the world 
attempts to overtake us. 

 
3. We can strengthen ourselves by taking the time to be actively involved in 

fervent Bible study and prayer! 
 

a. Jesus teaches us to hunger and thirst after righteousness 
(Matthew 5:6) and the come to know righteousness is by studying 
God’s Word. 
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b. Paul related that we must be diligent as we rightly divide the 
Word of God and that can only be accomplished with a diligent 
attitude to study and know God’s Word.  (II Timothy 2:15) 

 
c. And Paul also relates that faith comes (and grows) through the 

Word of God.  (Romans 10:17) 
 
d. And as we study let us not forget to pray!  When we are living 

righteously then we know that our prayers will accomplish much.  
(James 5:16) 

 
e. When things are at peace we need to express our thanksgivings to 

God. 
 
 Colossians 4:2 
 “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving;” 
 
f. Jesus relates that we ought to pray so that we are counted worthy 

to escape the trials and temptations of this world.  (Luke 21:36) 
 

4. So, in times of comfort and peace let us sit down at the Lord’s spiritual 
table and nourish upon His spiritual food, the Word of God. 

 
a. God’s Word will build you up! 
 
 Acts 20:32 
 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His 

grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. 

 
b. God’s Word will help you grow! 
 
 I Peter 2:2 
 “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you 

may grow thereby,” 
 
c. And it will equip us for the work of the Lord. 
 
 II Timothy 3:16-17 
 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 
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 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” 

 
5. When we are at peace we have the wonderful blessing to grow stronger 

in the Lord. 
 

B. When I am at peace I experience the blessing of joy! 
 

1. When we overcome struggles that come from the world by our peace in 
God then those troubles turn to joy! 

 
2. James relates that when we have trials we need to “count it all joy!”  

(James 1:2) 
 
3. The only way to count our trials as joy is to know that through our faith 

and peace we will overcome.  Therefore we know that our trials, instead 
of knocking us down, they will help us develop patience and 
steadfastness. 

 
4. James also relates that our trials actually help lead us to salvation! 
 
 James 1:12 
 “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised 
to those who love Him.” 

 
C. So as Christians living in godly peace we strengthen our faith and gain joy 

knowing that we will always be victorious in Christ! 
 

II. There are also responsibilities that we must fulfill because we have the peace of God! 
 

A. First, because we live in the peace of God then we must strive to overcome the 
urge to stop!  We have the responsibility to continue the Christian walk. 

 
1. In the Old Testament we see the Israelites who became complacent with 

the security and protection that God provided them. 
 

a. They believed that their peaceful existence was due to their own 
merits and accomplishments. 

 
b. Therefore they became arrogant and pride took control of their 

lives instead of allowing God to direct them. 
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c. The results of their actions was that they turned from God and 
lost the very peace that was being offered to them. 

 
2. Within the New Testament we see individuals turning from their walk 

with Christ to enter back into the world. 
 

a. Paul offered a list of individuals that were his fellow laborers in 
the Lord while he was imprisoned.  One of those men is named 
Demas.  (Philemon 23-24) 

 
b. However, later we see in Paul’s second letter to Timothy that 

Demas had forsaken the Lord’s work “loving the present world.”  
(II Timothy 4:10) 

 
3. We must give up on our Lord when things are good or even when life 

becomes difficult because when we do then the peace that God offers 
will be extinguished. 

 
4. Peter after encouraging us to grow in the Christian graces relating that 

when we do such then we “will never stumble” and fall from the Lord.  (II 
Peter 1:10) 

 
5. Let us never give up of the Lord and discontinue our Christian walk 

because when we do, we will also lose the love, mercy, and peace that 
comes from God! 

 
B. We have the responsibility to fear the Lord and resist the world. 
 

1. The world does not understand that fearing the Lord is the source of our 
strength and peace. 

 
2. Yet, true wisdom and knowledge comes from having a healthy fear for 

God! 
 
 Psalm 111:10 
 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;…” 
 
 Proverbs 1:7 
 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 

But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
 

3. When we have the fear of God and therefore godly wisdom and 
knowledge then we will despise evil and every false way! 
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Proverbs 8:13 
 “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; 

Pride and arrogance and the evil way 
And the perverse mouth I hate.” 
 
Proverbs 16:6 
“In mercy and truth 
Atonement is provided for iniquity; 
And by the fear of the LORD one departs from evil.” 

 
 

4. The greatest enemy to one’s peace is this world and the falsehood and 
evil that exist in it!  

 
 Proverbs 14:27 
 “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, 

To turn one away from the snares of death.” 
 

5. When we fear the Lord and turn from the sin and evil of this world then 
indeed peace with flourish in our lives. 

 
C. When we follow the Lord resting in the peace that He offers then I have the 

responsibility to walk in the comfort of Holy Spirit. 
 

1. This simply means that our Christian walk is directed by the Word of God. 
 
2. Jesus promised that Apostles that the Holy Spirit would come and be a 

“comforter” to them. 
 
 John 14:16, 26 
 “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He 

may abide with you forever—“ 
 
 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, 

He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things 
that I said to you.” 

 
a. We know that the Apostles received the baptismal measure of the 

Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost and indeed when this 
happened, He (Holy Spirit) would have been of great comfort to 
them. 
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b. And as special as that source of that comfort would have been for 
them, I believe Christ alludes to an even greater source of comfort 
from the Spirit from which we today can benefit. 

 
c. Jesus related that the Holy Spirit would teach the Apostles and 

remind them of His teaching; this would have been truly 
comforting to them.  (John 14:26) 

 
d. And today, we have the Holy Spirit’s teaching preserved for us. 
 
  

II Peter 1:19-21 
 “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do 

well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, 
for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
 

f. The baptismal measure of the Holy Spirit is not offered to us 
today, however we have that which the Holy Spirit gave the 
Apostles which is the source of our faith (Romans 10:17), our 
power (Hebrews 4:12), and our salvation (Romans 1:16). 

 
3. When I allow the Message of Christ given to us by the Holy Spirit to direct 

my path and guide my way then indeed I will find comfort and peace. 
 

D. The result of continuing to walk in the light of Christ, fearing the Lord, and being 
comforted by God’s divine message is peace! 

 
1. And when we have godly peace then we will carry out the Lord’s Mission 

of bring others to Christ. 
 
 Mark 16:15-16 
 “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 

every creature. 
 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

believe will be condemned.” 
 
2. When we have godly peace in our lives, we will practice pure religion by 

assisting and helping others.  (Galatians 6:10; James 1:27) 
 
3. When we have the Lord’s peace within us then we will love one another. 
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 I Peter 1:22 
 “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure 
heart,” 

 
4. And when we have the Lord’s peace in our lives then the result will be His 

kingdom, the church will grow. 
 
 Acts 5:42 
 “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching 

and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 
 

Conclusion: 
 
I. As Christians, we ought to have peace, a deep and abiding peace in our lives! 
 

A. That does not mean that we will not have difficulties and trials however our 
godly peace will help us to overcome this world as we focus on a time and 
existence that is truly divine. 

 
Proverbs 4:8 
“I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; 
For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.” 

 
B. Yet, as a Christian if you do not have this awesome and amazing peace that lifts 

you above the world’s despair, then let me encourage you to examine your life 
and be sure that your faith and commitment to the Lord is true and based from 
His Word. 

 
1. If it is then you will gain strength to overcome this world. 
 
2. You will experience a joy beyond the pain and hurt of this world. 
 

 C. And your peace in God will: 
 

1. Provide the motivation for you to continue your walk as a Christian. 
 
2. Strengthen your fear in the Lord. 
 
3. And accept the comfort that comes through the Message of God! 
 

II. Do you have peace in your life? 
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A. As a Christian is our peace being stolen because you have allowed sin to creep 
into your life! 

 
1. Let me urge you to repent of that sin, turning away from it and casting it 

away. 
 
2. And then rededicate your life completely to our Lord! 
 
3. Peace can be restored through repentance! 
 

B. If you are not a Christian then true godly peace will never be gained until you 
give yourself completely to the Lord. 

 
1. This is done through studying God’s Word, developing faith or belief in 

the path that Deity has given, and then submitting and obeying what God 
has directed. 

 
2. If you want to develop such a committed faith then we would love to 

study God’s Word with you and help you. 
 
3. If possibly you have been studying and know what you need to do in 

order to fulfilling God’s will and be saved by His blood, gaining true 
eternal peace; then why not obey the Lord today! 

 
C. If you are hurting and struggling and it seems that your peace is faltering and you 

need the support and prayer of your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ; you 
know we care and love you deeply.  Let us assist you and let us pray for you, 
right now! 

 
D. If you need to come forward this morning seeking or regaining Godly peace; let it 

be known as we stand and sing! 


