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What Can I Do for the Church? 
(2016 Campaign Report) 

 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Paul in talking with the Colossians relates that we are raised with Christ and are different, much 

different than this world.  (Colossians 3) 
 
A. He relates that as Christians we do not seek after worldly things but rather after “those 

things which are above.”  (Colossians 3:1-11) 
 

1. And to do that he relates in the next verse that we are to change our minds to 
focus upon heavenly thoughts and not upon earthly.  (3:2) 

 
2. He also relates why we should change our lives because we have died to 

ourselves and our lives are now hidden in Christ.  (3:3-4) 
 
3. Paul identifies several areas in which we are to separate (put to death) 

ourselves from;” fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness… anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language…” and lying 
because God’s wrath will come upon those that practice such.  (3:5-9) 

 
4. We are new individuals, different individuals, holy or separated from this world 

and following the image of Christ.  (3:10-11) 
 

B. Paul also provides for us a list of attitude that we ought to have in our lives.  (Colossians 
3:12-17) 

 
1. We are to “put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering.”  

(3:12) 
 
2. We are to “bear with one another, and forgiving one another.”  (3:13) 
 
3. And above all else we are to “put on love, which is the bond of perfection.”  

(3:14) 
 
4. And this is done by allowing the Word of God to dwell in us, singing to one 

another in order to teach and admonish each other.  (3:15-16) 
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5. And everything we do, everything we do, ought to be done under the authority 
or “name of the Lord Jesus.”  (3:17) 

 
C. Then, Paul specifically calls out several individuals or groups and how they are to honor 

God and therefore each other.  (Colossians 3:18-4:1) 
 

1. He speaks to wives and husbands and their mutual love and respect for each 
other.  (3:18-19) 

 
2. Paul relates to children that they are to obey their parents and therefore please 

the Lord.  (3:20) 
 
3. Fathers are to properly treat their children not discouraging their children but 

bring them up.  (3:21) 
 
3. He speaks to servants and how they are to obey their masters and not to be 

“men-pleasers” but rather honoring and fearing God.  (3:22-25) 
 
4. And then going into chapter four Paul also encourages Christian masters to treat 

their servants just and fair.  (4:1) 
 

II. In the discussion about servants and their responsibility to their masters, Paul relates a directive 
of which each and every one of us need to pay close attention. 

 
Colossians 3:23-24 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.” 
 
A. Notice the directive of Paul, he begins by stating:  “whatever you do…” 
 

1. Sacrificing ourselves to God and living our lives for God is an all-encompassing 
endeavor! 

 
2. There is no part of our lives that we do not give over to the Lord! 
 

B. What I do for Christ in every aspect of my life? 
 

1. Do I work with all my effort and all my heart?   
 
2. Or is there any half-heartedness in my thoughts, in my actions, in my serving the 

Lord? 
 
C. Yet also notice that we ought not look at what we do as serving other people, but rather 

everything that we do is done to please and honor Christ! 
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D. I ask each and every one to truly examine your hearts, examine your actions, look at 
every avenue of our life and see if you have given all to your Lord and you work to show 
honor and glory to Him. 

 
E. If you have then Paul relates that you will receive a great eternal inheritance that God 

will provide for us! 
 

III. There are several examples of individuals giving their all to the Lord and doing their best to 
serve Him. 
 
A. The Apostle Paul is one of the best examples. 
 

1. When Paul became a follower of Christ and missionary throughout Asia Minor, 
Macedonia, Greece, and even Italy; he indeed was willing to give his all for the 
Lord. 

 
2. Paul tells Timothy that he was completely committed to Christ and willing to go 

through many hardships and difficulties for the Lord. 
 
 II Timothy 1:12 
 “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I 

know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I 
have committed to Him until that Day.” 

 
3. Paul did indeed go through some very difficult situations for the Lord because 

he had whatever he did for the Lord was going to be doing with all his might, 
mind, and strength. 

 
 II Corinthians 11:23-28 
 “Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more 

abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 
 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 

countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness— 

 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all 
the churches. 

 
B. Another example is the Apostle John, who even in Roman exile, he is writing to the 

saints of Christ offering them encouragement and counsel in how to overcome the great 
persecution that they would be going through.  (The Book of Revelation) 

 
C. And remember that the rest of the Apostles of the Jesus left everything that they had to 

follow the Lord and spread His Gospel to the whole world. 
 
 Matthew 28:19-20 
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 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
1. Remember that the Apostles whom Jesus called “immediately left all that they 

had and even the security of their jobs to fulfill the Lord’s desires for them. 
 
2. He is not asking us to become His Apostles however, Christ is asking us to teach 

others about Him and spread His Message, and that includes every avenue of 
our lives. 

 
3. Indeed the Apostles were individuals that gave their all for the Lord. 
 

D. We can see modern day examples of people doing the Lord’s work in every aspect of 
their lives. 

 
1. We have our Sojourners of retirees that spend a great amount of time do the 

Lord’s Work and Service. 
 
2. We just finished our camping season where literally hundreds of volunteers 

serve the Lord by serving young people at Western KY Youth Camp and other 
Christian camps across the country. 

 
3. We have elders, deacons, ministers, teachers and so many others that all they 

do in their lives is service to God and they do such with all their abilities. 
 

IV. In our lesson tonight I want us to recognize another special group that has and is still learning to 
give their all to the Lord. 
 
A. These individuals are our young people here at Washington Avenue. 
 
B. Through the various activities that our young people do through the church they are 

learning to give their all to the Lord and to do such with enthusiasm and with 
excellence. 

 
C. Two weeks ago a contingency of 26 young people and adults went to Cincinnati, Ohio to 

aid, assist, encourage, and help our mission work and church plant there. 
 
D. Let me relate that I know there were many other young people that would have liked to 

have gone on this trip but were unable.  I know that these 
 
Discussion: 
 
I. If there was one category that I could place the activities and the work that our young people 

did for the Queen City congregation it was getting the name of the church out into the 
community. 
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A. And there were several different and diverse ways in which they went into the 
community and represented the church. 

 
1. I am going to relate to you in just a many all the things in which our young 

people were involved. 
 
2. Yet, before I do, let me relate to you that our young people did a tremendous 

job in all these different areas. 
 
3. Some of what they did was not easy from a physical point of view, while other 

things they did were difficult because they had to stretch and do some things 
that were not necessarily in their comfort zones, and other things they did were 
fun for them and they had an enjoyable time doing what they did. 

 
B. We arrived in Cincinnati Saturday afternoon, July 23; we got into our motel rooms and 

then went to the church building that late afternoon and prepared for the week. 
 
C. Sunday morning we worshipped with the Queen City congregation and there were four 

visiting families that day. 
 

1. One of the families was an older couple visiting from Tennessee; their names 
were Ron and Lineta Grimes.  Ron was supposed to have back surgery at one of 
the hospitals.  They are part of Sojourners and they know Dale and Stella and 
they send their best wishes to you. 

 
2. The other three families have been visiting Queen City and possibly they are 

going to place membership with the congregation. 
 

a. These folks are very solid in the church and in the Truth, they are 
concerned about doing what is right and godly. 

 
b. I asked that you pray for them as they make their decisions and 

hopefully this will be a wonderful blessing for the Queen City 
congregation. 

 
3. We had a pizza lunch at the church building with the members from Queen City 

and all the visitors. 
 
4. And as you might know their evening services are actually Sunday afternoon at 

2:00 pm. 
 
5. Sunday after services we went to the local Office Max (Depot) store as well as 

Marshall’s and bought the supplies that were needed for the school supply give-
a-way.  Now, many of you assisted in donating supplies as well as money, thank 
you for helping and the give-a-way was a wonderful success. 

 
D. Monday morning we started off door knocking in the community. 
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1. We wanted to get the good name of the church out into the community and 
also advertise the school supply give-a-way. 

 
2. It was not our desire to just leave a tract or advertisement but rather we 

wanted to talk with the people letting them know of our care and desire to 
assist. 

 
E. Monday afternoon and Tuesday afternoon we did something really unique, fun, and 

uncomfortable in some ways. 
 

1. The young people went on a Scavenger Hunt in which they did different acts of 
kindness to others! 

 
a. Now, if you are unsure what a Scavenger Hunt is then let me relate 

what was done! 
 
b. We split into groups and were given a lists of kind acts to perform such 

as holding a door open for someone, writing a kind note and placing it 
on their car window, picking up trash, carrying their groceries to their 
car, asking them to quote their favorite verse, or start singing a Bible 
class song and encouraging them to sing as well. 

 
c. Each kind act was worth different points plus they either had to take a 

picture of them performing the kind act or record.  Tallies would be 
totaled and winners declared, which has yet to take place!!! 

 
2. Now, this was fun in some ways; but it was difficult in others ways, because you 

were opening yourself up to talk about the Bible and spiritual matters to 
complete strangers. 

 
a. You could not just open up the door for someone, you had to explain 

that you were from the Queen City Church of Christ and you were doing 
these kind actions for the scavenger hunt. 

 
b. You had to tell the person whose groceries you were carrying that you 

are with the Queen City Church of Christ and you were out serving and 
helping others. 

 
c. You get the picture!  This was a fun scavenger hunt however it was also 

teaching our young people (and adults) to be open about the Lord’s 
church to others! 

 
 Colossians 3:23 

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,” 
 

F. On Tuesday and Wednesday mornings we helped in the community by worked at a local 
park in cutting down a particular tree (Honey Suckle Tree) within the wooded area of 
the park. 
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1. Again our purpose for working in the park was to represent Queen City as a 

congregation of God’s people that wanted to help and work for the community. 
 
2. The particular purpose for cutting down these trees was to make bats happy!  

Yes, you heard me correctly, to make the bats happy. 
 

a. The Honey Suckle Tree that we were cutting down is not a tree that is 
indigenous this part of the state of Ohio and they were literally taking 
over the medium section of the tree canopy in the woods so that they 
bats would not fly through the woods and eat their meals of insects. 

 
b. Our job was to open up the middle layer of the canopy so that the bats 

could fly freely through the woods.  By the way these bats were called 
“Indiana Bats,” so we were helping the bats from Indiana. 

 
c. Now, this was not an easy job!  Matter of fact it was a burden just to get 

started… and it would have competed with Mike Role dirty jobs TV 
program.  We were nasty when we came out of those woods. 

 
d. Notice how thick the woods were in these pictures.  There was a small 

river about 25 to 30 yards from the path and we cleaned all these trees 
out down to the river for about 50 to 75 yards next to the path. 

 
e. So we helped the bats but we also made such a clearing that you could 

see the river from the path. 
 

3. Our young people worked very hard with this project and the park manager 
seemed to be very pleased with their efforts. 

 
G. Tuesday afternoon it we had several thunderstorms roll through Cincinnati so instead   

door knocking we packed the school supplies bags and got them ready for the given-a-
way on Saturday. 

 
1. We made 75 bags of supplies with pencils, erasers, pins, paper, crayons, 

markers, notebooks, paper, and much more. 
 
2. Again many of you were part of this project because of your giving hearts in 

providing some of the supplies as well as contributing financially. 
 

H. Wednesday afternoon we visited a senior housing facility just down the road from the 
church building and sang to the residences there. 

 
1. We sang many of the older hymns that we knew that they would know, plus 

some of the newer songs that our young people know from camp and the 
Summer Youth Series. 

 
2. After singing for about an hour we took the time to mingle and talk with them. 
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3. This is also a blessing and sometimes heart touching time, yet our aim again was 

to represent Christ and the Queen City congregation to the best of our abilities. 
 

I. Thursday was our fun day; several of us went to King’s Island and several others went to 
the Newport Aquarium right across the Ohio River in Kentucky. 

 
J. But Friday it was right back to work, first making goodie baskets for the Fire and Rescue 

Departments and Police Departments around the church building. 
 

1. After making the baskets we as a full group went to the Fire and Rescue stations 
and the Police Station giving out the goodies and expressing our appreciation 
for the work that these men and women do. 

 
2. At one of the stations the gentleman that came to the door gave us a tour of the 

fire-station, which was situated in a unique place.  This fire station was located 
underneath one of the city’s water towers. 

 
K. Friday late afternoon and evening we prepared for the “game night” at the church 

building. 
 

1. We started out with different groups playing different types of board games and 
card games. 

 
2. Then later in the evening Mary Ann led us in some “Minute to Win It!” games 

where just about everyone participated or enjoyed watching everyone else 
attempt to accomplish certain ridiculous activities. 

 
3. This was a fun evening but I would suggest that this was a very beneficial 

evening in getting to know better the Queen City members and they know us 
better; plus we had several of those visitors that I mentioned before that came 
and we got to know them better as well. 

 
L. Saturday morning was our school supply give away and again we all ought to be 

extremely proud of our young people. 
 

1. As we were preparing for the give-a-way, someone suggested making some 
hand-held signs and having our young people stand out at the street advertising 
the give-a-way. 

 
a. Our kids had fun waving to the drivers and passengers in cars as they 

came by the building, they got some to wave back and honk their horns 
which they believed showed success in their work. 

 
b. Yet, inside the church building we saw that what they were doing was 

much more productive when we thought it would be. 
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c. We had gone door-knocking, we went into businesses asking if we could 
post flyers in store windows and bulletin boards, there were 
advertisements on social media, and many other means to 
communicate to the community about the give-a-way. 

 
2. Yet what is interesting is that every person that came into the building related 

that they came in because they saw the young people standing out in front of 
the church building with their signs. 

 
a. Many of the folks that came in said that they had driven by the store-

front where the church is located and never notice the church building 
until they saw our kids out front with their signs.  Sometimes it is the 
simply things that are the most effective. 

 
b. The plan was to hand out supplies bags from 9 to 11 am however we 

had so many people coming in that we extend it until noon.  And even 
about an hour later another family came in asking if they could still get 
supply bag. 

 
c. In all we gave out 51 bags of school supplies to 21 different families.  

Plus, most of the families filled out contact cards so that later they can 
be contacted. 

 
3. Several of the families stayed around and talked with Sid and MacKenzie, some 

stayed around and mingled for 45 minutes to an hour. 
 
4. Yet, here is some tangible information about the give-a-way efforts.  One of the 

families with their children showed up for Bible class and worship last Sunday 
morning! 

 
M. Our young people made a difference; they were godly servants that indeed impacted 

the community for the Lord and His church! 
 

II. Now, we have talked about examples of people that serve the Lord in different and possibly 
unusual and unique ways, so let me challenge you! 

 
A. Our young people extended themselves out to do good and kind things to strangers all 

the while representing the Lord and His church at Queen City. 
 

1. Now, I have done kind things for people, I have open and held doors for folks, I 
smile and say hello to individuals, I feel like that I am kind to other in our 
community here in Evansville. 

 
2. But have I taken that extra step and related to the people that I do kind things 

for that I am a member that the Washington Avenue Church of Christ? 
 

a. And you know what?  The answer to that question is usually no, I do 
not! 
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b. I how do good things for complete strangers, and I might be doing such 

because of my devotion and commitment to Christ; yet do I properly 
communicate that to the people which I am doing the kind action. 

 
B. It is my challenge to you; do good to others. 
 

1. Deity through the Apostle Paul commanded that we do good to others. 
 

Galatians 6:10 
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.” 

 
2. So do you good deeds and be kind; but also confess that your acts of kindness 

are done to glory and honor our Lord. 
 
3. Let us make an impact for the Lord’s Church right here in Evansville, and let me 

encourage you to go to Cincinnati and do the same for the Lord’s church there! 
 

Conclusion: 
 
I. Our text this evening directs us to serve the Lord with all our heart in whatever arena of life you 

may be. 
 

Colossians 3:23-24 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.” 
 
A. As Christians this is our duty and this is our responsibility to Christ. 
 

1. Yet, notice the end result, we know that we will receive an eternal reward 
because we did honor our Lord in serve to Him. 

 
2. Friends, we cannot out serve the Lord, we cannot do more good things for 

others than what the Lord as already done for us. 
 

B. Let us cherish the love of Christ and His good and godly sacrifice for us!  And let us be 
thankful! 
 

II. Yet, there are some of you this evening that our currently outside of Christ! 
 

A. Let me urge you to consider coming to Christ and allowing His grace and mercy to cover 
your sins. 

 
B. Let me urge you to come to Christ professing that He will be your Lord and that all the 

good things you do in this life are to glorify Him. 
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C. Let me urge you to accept the Lord’s gift of salvation by study His Word and developing 
faith in His divine Message.  (Romans 1:16; 10:17) 

 
D. Let me urge you to be motivated and converted by your faith to obey the Lord’s 

directives for receiving His salvation. 
 

1. Repent of your sins, turning from them and living by the Word of God.  (Acts 
3:19) 

 
2. Profess your allegiance to Christ by confess His holy name and our commitment 

to Him as your Lord.  (Romans 10:10) 
 
3. And be baptized which is the point in which you put on Christ. 
 
 Galatians 3:26-27 
 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 

E. If we can assist you into putting on Christ this evening we are willing and ready to help! 
 
F. If as a Christian, possibly you have fallen away from your Lord, let me urge you to return 

home!  Do not wait… Repent and correct your life! 
 
G. If you simply need prayers from the church; due to illness, struggles in life, heartache, 

whatever it might be; we are all willing to pray for you and even assist you to the best of 
our abilities. 

 
H. Why not come as we stand and as we sing! 


