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You are a Christian, If… 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Occasionally I will have someone come to me with a rather intense concern. 
 

A. I have had individuals, good Christian individuals, come to me concerned about their 
salvation and if they are really a Christian. 

 
1. Sometimes they come and relate that they have done something that is wrong 

and they just know that because they have done wrong that they must not be a 
high enough quality person to be a Christian. 

 
2. I have had individuals tell me that they just cannot do enough good so they 

know that they are not worthy in God’s eyes. 
 
3. Others times individuals have come to me relating they just “don’t have that 

feeling” within them that they maybe had before or that they thought ought to 
continue. 

 
 It is interesting that I hear this many times from young people that have been to 

Bible camp, the Summer Youth Series, and then campaign; that that feeling just 
is not there that they had when attending these highly spiritual activities. 

 
B. Possibly you have been in this situation before and you just do not know for sure that 

you are saved! 
 

1. Before I continue in our lesson this morning let me quickly address these 
concerns that some folks might have. 

 
2. First, if you have done something sinful as a Christian then understand that you 

are in the same situation as everyone of us. 
 

a. Christ came and gave His blood in sacrifice for our sins and that blood 
continues to work throughout our lives as Christians. 
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b. God did not ask us to be perfect as Christians but He did ask us to be 
faithful and being faithful means that when I sin then I must have the 
heart to repent of that sin and ask God’s forgiveness. 

 
c. In writing to Christians, John states: 
 
 I John 1:9-10  
 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 

not in us.” 
 
d. As Christians we all will make mistakes and sin; however faithful 

Christians will realize that mistake and repent; and God promises us 
that He will forgive. 

 
 I John 2:1 
 “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.  

And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous.” 

 
e. Being sinless is not the factor to determine  if one is has salvation. 
 

3. For those of you that believe you are not doing enough to be a true Christian, 
my answer to you is that you are correct! 

 
a. But let us be thankful that “doing enough good” is not a requisite for 

being a Christian. 
 
b. Why?  Because none of us can do enough good to be a Christian! 
 
c. The question is not am I doing enough!  The question is:  “Am I saved by 

the precious blood of Christ?” 
 
 Ephesians 2:8-9 
 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God, 
 not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
 
d. We can never earn our way to Heaven, we through obedient faith 

accept the marvelous gift of grace from God. 
 
4. Some Christians do not feel like they are saved. 
 

a. My encouragement to you if this is how you feel is to recognize that 
feelings do not always relate truth. 

 
b. Jesus taught that His Word is Truth, not necessarily our feelings. 
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c. I personally believe one of the strongest avenues in which Satan can 

tempt us is through our feelings or our emotions, which is the reason I 
believe that Jesus make clear that His Word is Truth and the Truth (His 
Word) sets us free.  (John 8:32) 

 
d. We ought not to allow our feelings only to direct our belief, but make 

sure that our feelings are properly connected to God’s Message.  God’s 
Word should direct our thoughts and our emotions. 

 
II. Now, with that all understood, are there any traits or qualities in our lives that demonstrate our 

connection to Christ and our personal salvation? 
 

A. The answer to this question is absolutely! 
 

B. In the three texts that were read earlier we notice three things that can help us to 
understand if I am truly a disciple of Christ and therefore saved by His blood. 

 

1. John 8:31-32 – Abiding in the Lord’s Word. 
 
2. John 13:34-35 – Having love for one another. 
 
3. John 15:8 – Bearing Fruit for the Lord. 
 

C. These three qualities applied in our lives help us to know that we are His disciples!  
Therefore, let us look at these more closely in our lesson this morning! 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. When I abide in the Word of the Lord then I can know that I am a disciple of Christ. 
 

John 8:31-32 
“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciple 
indeed. 
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
A. We do not use the word “abide” in casual conversation any more so many might not 

really grasp what this word means. 
 

1. This word has the concept “to live within, to dwell,” or “to take up residence.” 
 
2. What Jesus is saying is that if you “live in My word” or if you “make My word 

your home,” then you are My disciple. 
 
3. Friends, this means so much more than just coming to Bible study on Sunday 

mornings or Wednesday evening, it is so much more than even reading your 
Bible on a daily basis. 
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4. When I make God’s word my “dwelling place” then it surrounds me and I gain 
nourishment there, I rest there, I relax there, I live my life there! 

 
5. Therefore the Word of God is the basis for everything I do, everything I believe, 

every aspect of my life; His Word of Truth saturates my entire life through my 
heart and mind! 

 
B. And when I allow God’s Word to abide in every aspect of my life, then I truly find 

freedom! 
 

1. It is through God’s Word and it encompassing every area of my life that I find 
freedom from sin. 

 
2. David understood this and related that by having God’s Word stored up within 

his heart then he would not sin against God.  (Psalm 119:11) 
 
3. The more we immerse ourselves in Scripture, the more we will find ourselves 

abiding in Christ and discovering the freedom that He offers each and every one 
of us. 

 
C. So, if you are a disciple of Christ that is abiding in the Word of Christ then you will be a 

diligent student of the Bible. 
 
1. You will strive to know and understand God’s Message to us! 
 

a. When we realize the unique place that God’s word holds in our lives 
then such should incite us to diligently learn more and more from it. 

 
b. Paul tells us that the result of this level of diligence is the ability to stand 

unashamed before God as an approved worker of His.  (II Timothy 2:15) 
 
c. Peter encouraged his readers to “…grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  (II Peter 3:18) 
 
d. Let us challenge ourselves to make the decision to learn as much as we 

can about the precious Word of God. 
 

2. True disciples of Jesus will take advantage of every opportunity to learn more. 
 

a. There are so many opportunities available for you in increasing your 
knowledge and therefore faith. 

 
b. We have Bible classes for all ages and several different adult classes, if 

you truly want to abide in God’s Word; then you will make every 
diligent effort to be here for those classes. 

 
c. Yet, there are other times for study; do you take the personal time each 

day to read and study God’s Word? 
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d. In just a few weeks we will have our “Bible Series” where 

knowledgeable men will come and present solid Bible lessons to help us 
abide more in God’s Word. 

 
e. And then shortly after that our annual Youth Rally where again there is 

another opportunity to learn more of God’s Message. 
 
f. Are you taking advantage of every opportunity?   

To abide in God’s Word, then you will make every diligent effort to do 
such. 

 
3. When we abide in God’s Word then we are also doers of God’s Word! 
 

a. Someone once stated that “education is of no use without application.” 
 
b. This is especially true when it come to God’s Message to us.  How do we 

truly abide in God’s Message if we do not allow it to change our lives by 
following it? 

 
c. James directs us to me more than listeners of the Word but to also be 

doers!  (James 1:22) 
 
d. Let us immerse ourselves within the Word of God and let us truly be 

diligent in applying the Lord’s Message in our lives by fulfilling it! 
 
e. Let us abide in the Word of God! 

 
II. When I have love for one another, then I can know that I am a disciple of Christ. 
 

John 13:34-35 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
A. Have you ever truly noticed the environment in which Jesus addressed the Apostles and 

gave this directive? 
 

1. It is in the upper room right before Jesus is killed upon the cross. 
 

a. The Apostles are still very confused concerning what the Lord is about 
to do and they had been bickering among each other concerning who 
would be the greatest and have the highest official seats in the new 
government that Jesus was about to establish.  They did not 
understand! 

 
b. Judas had just left the group to go and betray the Lord to the Jewish 

leaders that would start the illegal process of executing Jesus. 
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c. And this is right before all the Apostles were about to hide in fear 

because Jesus would be taken by the authorities.  It is right before Peter 
makes his three denials of even knowing Jesus. 

 
d. In the middle of this most difficult and confusing time, Jesus relates to 

them that if they truly are going to be His disciples then they were to 
love each other. 

 
e. Friends, at this time it is as if love for each other is as far from these 

men’s minds; yet this was the moment in which Jesus related that their 
love will determine their discipleship! 

 
2. Yet, it is at the times in which most would be fussing, biting, and bickering at 

each other that godly love truly manifests itself. 
 

a. It is at the difficult times and the trying times that Christians will reflect 
upon Christ and show their love to one another. 

 
b. This is how the world witnesses something much different and 

something very special about God’s children that in the most unloving 
times we still demonstrate our love. 

 
B. Love is a command that is to be obeyed! 
 

1. There is a big difference between the biblical concept of love and the 
spontaneous, shallow, emotional variety conception in which our world has 
become enamored. 

 
2. God’s love is not something that is controlled by one’s emotional state and so 

flimsy that you constantly are falling in and out of it according to your moods 
and circumstances. 

 
3. The love that Christians ought to have is much more stable, dependable, and 

lasting! 
 
4. This type of love is a genuine, deliberate choice and concerted effort which is 

why it is so different.  This is why it is called the “Greatest Commandment.”  
(Mark 12:30-31) 

 
5. We need to truly make the decision to obey God’s directive of loving one 

another so that the world may see just how unique it is and therefore know our 
discipleship to the Lord. 

 
C. God’s commandment to love others can indeed be witnessed! 
 

1. Remember it is in this upper room with His disciples that Jesus took the towel 
and water basin and washed every one of the Apostles feet. 
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2. This was not a two minute job, He approached each Apostle individually and 

began this lowly and humble task. 
 
3. Everyone witnessed what He did and then Jesus directed His servants to follow 

the example that He just established. 
 
4. The greatest of lights that we can shine to this dark world is the same type of 

love that Jesus showed in the upper room and even later on the cross. 
 
5. Jesus did not provide us with a literal badge, uniform, or gold-plated icon to 

identify us as His followers, we are recognized by the love that we offer to one 
another. 

 
6. The historian, Tertullian, recorded that during the second century when 

persecution of the church was so strong that charges were made against 
Christians with the concession; “See how they love one another.”  Literally they 
were being judged and convicted as Christians by the love they had for others. 

 
7. If the world were to examine you, would they see you as a follower of Christ 

because of your loved others, particularly your fellow Christians, no matter 
what? 

 
8. Loving others helps us to understand that we are the Lord’s disciple. 
 

III. When I bear fruit for the Lord, then I can know that I am a disciple of Christ. 
 

John 15:8 
“By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
 
A. Jesus within the context of this verse had been teaching and using the figure of speech 

known as a metaphor, or explaining a thought by using something unrelated and 
showing their similarities. 

 
1. In this instance Jesus describes God and His followers as the “vine and 

branches.” 
 
2. Jesus relates that He is the vine and we, His followers, are the branches.  (John 

15:1-8) 
 

a. The branches of any plant depend upon the vine for its survival. 
 
b. Jesus emphasizes that He is the vine that provides the nutrition and 

substance for those that would be His followers, the branches. 
 
c. He wants us to grow and survive as Christians.  (John 15:5) 
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3. Yet, there is more to a vine providing for its branches, by giving the branches 
what it needs to survive there is also the expectation that the branches will bear 
fruit. 

 
B. If we are truly devoted Christians, then we will bear fruit for Christ and His cause. 
 
 John 15:4 
 “As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me (Christ).” 
 

1. Christ provides all that is needed for us to be producers of other Christians. 
 

2. There were several religious leaders during the first century that believed in 
Christ yet they were afraid of the repercussions from their fellow leaders, 
therefore they never devoted themselves to Christ. 

 

a. In other words they had belief but they did not have devotion and 
conviction to Christ and His cause. 

 
b. Is this you?  Do you say that you believe in Christ however have you 

truly placed you complete trust, devotion, and conviction in Christ? 
 
c. If not then you as a branch have not completely attached yourself to the 

vine. 
 
3. Devotion is more than just a mental acceptance of Christ, devotion is buying 

into the Lord and His cause. 
 

a. This would mean that we indeed confess our allegiance to Christ to 
everyone in which we contact. 

 
b. Telling and teaching others what the Lord has done for them so that 

they can also develop a similar devotion. 
 
c. Living our lives so that the “fruits of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22) and the 

Christian graces (II Peter 1:5-7) are recognized and see by others. 
 
d. Peter states that if we have these traits within us then we will bear fruit 

for the Lord. 
 
 II Peter 1:8 
 “If these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 

being ineffective and unfruitful.” 
 

4. Therefore, let us declare our devotion of Christ to others. 
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a. Parents, Grandparents; why do you always want to show pictures of 
your children and grand-children?  Why do you want to tell others of 
their actions and activities? 

 
b. The answer is because they were the objects of your love and devotion. 
 
c. The same ought to be true with the Lord!  He ought to be the object of 

your love and devotion; yes, even above family! 
 
d. We ought to tell others about Christ in our work places, our schools, our 

recreation centers, and everywhere else we might go; telling others of 
our love and our dependence upon Christ. 

  
e. Bearing fruit for Christ will not happen unless we have the complete 

devotion and trust in the Lord to share His Gospel to others. 
 

5. When we bring others to Christ then we can know that we are His devoted and 
trusted disciple. 

 
Conclusion: 

 
I. The Apostle John in writing his first epistle related that we can indeed know of our salvation in 

Christ. 
  
 I John 5:13 
 “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 

know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of 
God.” 
 
A. Christ does not provide for us a discipleship and salvation that is in constant concern 

and worry, we can know with complete trust and confidence that we have eternal life. 
 
B. It is not based upon how I feel or don’t feel, it is not based upon a mistake or slip up, it is 

not based upon a level of work that I have accomplished. 
 
C. Yet, it is determined upon my faith in Christ, my trust in His grace, and my obedience to 

that grace! 
 
D. And this can be recognized and understood by what John taught us. 

 
 1. Am I truly abiding in the Lord’s Word.  Am I living in His Word, allowing it to 

surround me and therefore direct my life?  (John 8:31-32) 
 
2. Am I truly demonstrating my love to others but especially those that are my 

brothers and sisters in Christ?  Do I have love for one another?  (John 13:34-35) 
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3. And am I bearing fruit for the Lord?  Am I proclaiming the Gospel of Christ so 
that others my gain His grace and salvation as well?  (John 15:8) 

 
II. Is there anything that you need today? 
 

A. Possibly as a child of God’s you look at your life and you see something amiss! 
 

1. Maybe you have not been living within the Word of Christ, or shown love to 
others as you should. 

 
2. Maybe you have not been as evangelistic as you should and brought others to 

Christ. 
 

3. Maybe you need to make amends of these things or something else in your life. 

 

4. We would be glad to go to the Lord on your behalf praying and asking for 

forgiveness and strength for the future. 

 
B. If possibly you are not a member of Christ body, His church, and you desire to devote 

yourself to Him, then again let us assist you. 
 
1. We have talked today about traits that a person who is in Christ ought to have 

to insure their discipleship, yet if you are not a child of God’s then understand 
you need to accept His mercy and love for you. 

 
2. We would be glad to study God’s Message with you so that you can know what 

to do to be saved and then live your life for Him. 
 
3. If you know what to do yet simply have not fulfilled what the Lord has taught 

then why are you waiting?  Come to Christ today accepting His grace through 
your knowledge, faith, and obedience. 
 

C. If you are struggling in life and just need the prayers of the Lord’s church, let us not only 
pray for you but also let us know what else we might be able to do for you. 

 
D. If we can assist you please let us know as we stand and sing! 


