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PRODIGALS CAN REPENT! 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. When You Hear The Word “Prodigal” Do You Immediately Think Of The 

Parable Of “The Prodigal Son” -- Lk. 15:11-32? 

 

 

B. (►)  Questions: What Is The Meaning Of “Prodigal”? 

1. “wasteful” 

 

2. “recklessly extravagant” 

 

3. “spendthrift” 

 

4. “profligate” 

 

 

C. The Greek Word Is “diaskorpivzw” Meaning “To Scatter Abroad” Or “To 

Squander.” 

 

 

D. Today: 

1. Cautions for all of us to not become a prodigal. 

 

2. What if I have become a prodigal? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Prodigals. 

A. (►)  People, Young Or Old, Who Enslave Themselves To Sin, Drugs, Or 

Indifference. 

1. The oft-heard claim -- “I’m not enslaved to it!” 

 

2. Well, are you LIVING in it? Have you lost your fervency in serving Jesus? 

Are you participating in it while missing worship? Are you alienating your 

Christian family? 

 

3. I Cor. 6:12,13 “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. 

All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of 
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any. 13Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will 

destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body.” 

4. Rom. 6:12,13 “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you 

should obey it in its lusts. 13And do not present your members as 

instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as 

being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness to God.” 

 

5. Rom. 6:16 “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to 

obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to 

death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?” 

 

 

B. (►)  Those Who Leave The Faith! 

1. I Tim. 4:1 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 

depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 

demons,” 

 

2. II Tim. 4:3,4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, 

they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their ears 

away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

 

3. I Tim. 1:19,20 “having faith and a good conscience, which some having 

rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20of whom are 

Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn 

not to blaspheme.” 

 

4. People leave the faith for many reasons: 

a. They may not be grounded in the faith when converted. 

1. They are the stony soil! Mt. 13:5,6,20,21 

2. They are vulnerable until they get deep roots! 

b. Other things become more important and choke out faith! 

1. They are the thorny soil. Mt. 13:7,22 

2. Other priorities are exalted and they choke out faith. 

c. They become confused by or enamored by false teaching. 

d. They face ridicule or persecution and just give up. 

 

 

C. (►)  Those Who Let Family & Friends Have Stronger Influence Than They Let 

The Lord Have In Their Lives. 

1. Mt. 10:37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 

Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.” 

 

2. The Hebrews were facing severe pressure by their family and friends to give 

up their faith and to return to submission to the Law of Moses. 
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II. (Slide #4)  Examples Of Forgiven Prodigals: 

A. (►)  The Prodigal Son. Lk. 15:11-32 

1. The young, foolish son demanded his inheritance. 

 

2. He went into a far country with lots of money, had lots of “friends” who 

helped him waste his inheritance; when it was gone, they were gone. 

 

3. He ended up in the pigpen, anathema in Jewish culture. 

 

4. When he came to himself and realized what he had at home, he returned to 

his father, confessed his sins, and begged to be received as a hired servant. 

 

5. The father EAGERLY welcomed him home! 

 

 

B. (►)  The Fornicator Of I Corinthians 5. 

1. Here was a young man who was living in open sin with his father’s new 

wife. 

 

2. The church was accepting it instead of opposing it. 

 

3. Paul charged them to withdraw from this prodigal sinner! I Cor. 5:5,9,13 

 

 

C. (►)  I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

 

D. (►)  The Message -- God Is Eager To Forgive Penitent Prodigals.  

1. Message -- Prodigals Can Repent And Return! 

a. Hos. 14:1-5 “O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you have 

stumbled because of your iniquity; 2Take words with you, And return to 

the LORD. Say to Him, ‘Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, 

For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips. 3Assyria shall not save us, 

We will not ride on horses, Nor will we say anymore to the work of our 

hands, ‘You are our gods.’ For in You the fatherless finds mercy.’ 4‘I 

will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, For My anger has 

turned away from him. 5I will be like the dew to Israel; He shall grow 

like the lily, And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.” 

b. Rom. 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

2. (Slide #5)  God is pictured as the Prodigal’s father! 

3. He is the searching shepherd seeking that ONE LOST SHEEP! 

4. He is described by the widow seeking her ONE LOST COIN! 

5. And he seeks the ONE LOST PRODIGAL! 
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III. (Slide #6)  Advice For Those Who Love Prodigals. (Slide #4)   

A. (►)  Do What You Can To Help Them Repent! 

1. Gal. 6:1 “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest 

you also be tempted.” 

 

2. Lovingly and patiently urge them come home! 

 

3. Encourage; don’t be pushy! They already know they are in sin! 

 

 

B. (►)  Pray For Them! 

 

 

C. (►)  Do Not Enable Them In Their Prodigal Living! 

1. Do not encourage; do not financially aid them to remain in sin! 

 

2. The Prodigal’s father did nothing to enable him in his profligate living! 

 

3. He was who he was and where he had been all the time! 

 

4. He waited for the prodigal to come home. 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  Realize That You CANNOT Make Them Return! 

 

 

 

E. (►)  Remain Hopeful Even When You Feel That Hope Is Gone. 

 

 

 

F. (►)  Have An Open Door And A Heart Of Love For The Prodigal Who Returns! 

1. You might expect that the fornicator of I Corinthians 5 would NEVER 

repent! 

 

2. But he did! 

 

3. Paul had to encourage the Corinthians to forgive and not to hold his 

previous sin against him! 

 

4. II Cor. 2:6,7 “This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is 

sufficient for such a man, 7so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to 

forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too 

much sorrow.” 



 5 

IV. (Slide #8)  What Will Bring A Prodigal Around? What Will Cause A Prodigal 

To Repent? 

A. (►)  You Must “Come To Yourself!” 

1. Have a “Come To Jesus Moment!” 

 

2. What has wastefulness done to me? To my life? 

 

3. What has sin done to me? 

 

 

B. (►)  Be Deeply Touched By The Love And Forgiveness Of God! 

1. That’s the message of the Parable of the Prodigal son in Lk. 15! The context 

-- a contrast of the unforgiving hearts of the Jewish leaders with the 

forgiveness of God! 

 

2. Rom. 5:8,9 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” 

 

3. I Jn. 1:7,9 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 

us from all sin……9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

4. Why Should He Love Me So? 

 

 

C. (►)  Humble Yourself, Admit Your Sin; Seek Forgiveness! 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #9)  Conclusion: 

A. All Of Us Have To Protect Ourselves So We Do Not Become A Prodigal! 

1. II Pet. 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with 

the error of the wicked;” 

 

2. I Cor. 9:27 “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when 

I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” 
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B. (►)  Becoming A Prodigal Is SO DANGEROUS Spiritually! 

1. Heb. 6:4-6 “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and 

have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify 

again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.” 

 

2. This does not mean that prodigals cannot be forgiven. 

 

3. However, the Hebrew Christians were being urged to reject Christ and 

return to the Law of Moses -- if they rejected Christ as the Messiah, they 

sealed their doom spiritually!!! 

 

4. Those who do not reject Christ still have access to forgiveness; however, 

penitence may be much more difficult that you can imagine! 

 

5. It demands SO MUCH honesty, SO MUCH humility! 

 

 

C. (►)  If You Are A Prodigal, Why Not Come Home? 

1. You May Have Excuses: 

a. “I still want to be a prodigal!” -- Do you understand the consequences? 

b. “I will wait awhile!” -- Do you know where you will be tomorrow? 

How do you know you have a week? Month? Year? Decade? 

c. “God couldn’t forgive me!” -- He forgave the chief of sinners; he can 

and will forgive you! 

d. “I am angry at God!” -- Will you let bad things in life alienate you from 

God? If you are a prodigal, it is not HIS fault! It is your own choice! 

e. “There are hypocrites in the Church!” -- Will you let them be the 

excuse for you to be lost? 

 

2. Those excuses will do you no good! 

 

3. Don’t be like Judas who was so overwhelmed with his denial of Jesus that 

he could not bring himself to plead for forgiveness; he hung himself! Ac. 

1:18,19 
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4. “Those Wasted Years!” 

 

I looked upon a farm one day, 

 That once I used to own; 

The barn had fallen to the ground, 

 The fields were overgrown. 

 

The house in which my children grew, 

 Where we had lived for years -- 

I turned to see it broken down, 

 And brushed aside the tears. 

 

I looked upon my soul one day, 

 To find it too had grown 

With thorns and nettles everywhere, 

 The seeds of neglect had sown. 

 

The years had passed while I had cared 

 For things of lesser worth: 

The things of Heaven I let go 

 When minding things of Earth. 

 

To Christ I turned with bitter tears, 

 And cried, “O Lord, forgive! 

I haven’t much time left for Thee, 

 Not many years to live.” 

 

The wasted years forever gone, 

 The days I can’t recall; 

If I could live those days again, 

 I’d make Him Lord of all! 

 

 

D. Don’t Waste Another Minute; COME HOME! 


