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Unstoppable Christianity 
Natural Disasters! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Throughout the year we hear various natural disasters occurring. 
 

A. There are all kinds of natural disasters: 
 

1. Last month, in April, a major 7.8 earthquake hit in Ecuador, 660 people were 
killed and 4,000 were injured. 

 
2. Also in April, the Houston, Texas area had major flooding and 7 people lost their 

lives and sixty-seven hundred homes were damaged or destroyed. 
 
3. In January Fire-storms spread throughout the area of Victoria, Australia.  Most 

likely these fires started by lighting from a thunderstorm. 
 
4. We do not have to worry about them in Indiana however Avalanches are 

another possible disaster if you are in the way of it. 
 
5. Tsunamis are also horrible disasters that we have seen more of in recent years. 

 
B. This time of the year we are reminded of the dangers in this particular part of the 

country. 
 
1. Storm fronts come across the mid-west frequently with embedded 

thunderstorm and tornados. 
 
2. Just a couple of weeks we saw some intense video of a tornado in Mayfield. 
 

a. Ryan Scherer texted me all excited because he saw it. 
 
b. And then I got on Facebook and from the parking lot of the Northside 

Congregation I saw a video of that tornado with Tyler Wunderlich’s 
voice in the background. 
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3. Coming home from Freed-Hardeman last week and going through Mayfield you 

could see some of the damage done. 
 

II. When such disasters take place people often raise questions like: 
 

A. Why?  Why did such happen? 
 
B. Did God cause this to take place?  If not why did He allow such to happen? 
 
C. Others might ask:  “What can I do?” 
 
D. And where is the good, I thought God promised good? 
 

III. In our lesson night let us attempt to address these questions! 
 
Discussion: 
 
I. Let us first address the question:  “Why did this happen?” 
 

A. Many people, even religious folks, consider natural disasters as an “act of God.” 
 

1. Several years ago lighting struck one of the trees in our front yard; it killed the 
tree and also blew out a couple of our appliances in the house.  Our insurance 
agent put on the insurance claim that the event was “an act of God.” 

 
2. God has used natural disasters in the past to inflict His well and sometimes 

punishment. 
  

a. A major example of such is the flood.  God’s punishment was unleashed 
upon the wickedness of the world through this major worldwide flood.   
 
Genesis 6:6-7, 11-13, 17 
“And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart. 
So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the 
air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 
 
“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 
So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted their way on the earth. 
And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the 
earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth.” 
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“And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy 
from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that 
is on the earth shall die.” 
 

b. Another example is the disaster that occurred to Sodom and Gomorrah 
where God sent fire and brimstone upon these cities and the 
surrounding area.   
 
Genesis 19:24-25 
“Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, 
from the LORD out of the heavens. 
So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and what grew on the ground. 

 

c. The prophet Amos related that famime, drought, pestilence, plague, 

war, and earthquakes were all done against Israel God’s punishment 

upon them.  (Amos 4:6-12) 

 

d. So God has used what we might call a natural disaster to inflict 

punishment upon people within this world. 

 

3. But it would be a mistake to attribute all disasters to the hand of God. 

 

a. Disasters are part of a natural process of this planet’s make-up.  

   

1) At the beginning when God spoke everything into existence, 
Deity created the atmosphere and the rest of the earth, 
including man, and God stated that everything was “very good.” 

 

2) There have been a lot of discussions by many different 
individuals concerning why natural disasters occur in God’s very 
good environment, yet such discussions will never really satisfy 
the questions that we might have.   

 

3) However one thing we do know is that at the time of the flood 
we see some major changes within this world in atmospheric 
conditions and other areas. 

 

b. Our environment has changed since the very good days of God’s 
creation. 
 

c. And God has allowed such changes to take place!  And He allows natural 
events to run their course. 
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d. We will discuss in a few moments why it seems as if God does not do 
anything about these natural events or that He does not care, yet let me 
interject and say that I God deeply care and He had done something! 
 

4. We also need to recognize that many of the disasters that happen upon this 
earth today are man-made.  (Chernobyl, Forest Fires… remember only you can 
prevent forest fires, etc.) 

II. So, why does God allow natural disasters to exist to continue to exist? 

A. I believe we can recognize several different reasons why God might allow such. 

 

1. We must recognize that this is not our real home! 

 

a. Struggles and difficulties cause us to look for something better, much 
better, than what this earth offers. 

 
b. Jesus teaches us not to lay up treasure upon this earth that will be 

corrupted and be destroyed but we are to “lay up for” ourselves 
“treasures in heaven.”  (Matthew 6:19-21) 

 
c. Folks, I hope you long for Heaven!  I hope that you are looking toward 

to the absolute amazing and wonderful place that God is preparing for 
us.  Heaven is a very special place that is more than we could ever 
imagine. 

 
d. The events and happenings of this earth help us to focus more intently 

upon what the Lord has prepared for us in eternity! 
 

2. God sometimes allows natural disasters because such brings out the best in 
people. 

 
a. People show patience, generosity, and care for those that are hurting. 
 
b. Paul who had his share of difficulties including natural disasters  and he 

tells the Roman Christians that such can produce good. 
 

Romans 5:3-4 
“And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulations produces perseverance, and perseverance, character, and 
charter, hope.” 
 

c. And James relates that we ought to rejoice in difficulties because such 
brings us patience. 

 
James 1:2-4 
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 
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But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing.” 

 
3. When disaster occurs many times people turn to God and they draw closer to 

Him. 
 

a. After the Mayfield tornado hit a news team did an interview with 
someone that was really close to (possibly in) the tornado.  The 
interview was rather comical yet throughout news story, she continued 
to say that God protected her and watched after her. 

 
b. I believe even the major of Mayfield publically thanked God that the 

storm did not hit any of the schools where so many children were. 
 
c. We have been studying from the Old Testament on Wednesday evening 

and how God punished the Israel when they sinned against Him. 
He punished Israel by allowing hardships and devastation to afflict 
them. 
 

d. Why did He do such?  The reason was so that they might repent and 
turn back to Him, whom they needed. 

 
C. Sometimes in disasters the innocent and the righteous die, and such is very difficult and 

breaks our hearts; however must keep in mind: 
 

1. That the death of a righteous person is precious in the sight of God. 
 
 Psalm 116:15 
 “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 
 

a. When a righteous man dies, so does his earthy troubles. 

b. Possibly this righteous man had been struggling with sickness and 
disease, temptations, and much more; and now he rest in the arms of 
Christ, being comforted from his ordeals upon this earth! 

c. Indeed such is precious in the eyes of God. 

 
2. The death of someone that is righteous removes them from all the sin and evil 

in this world. 
 
 Isaiah 57:1-2 
 “The righteous perishes,  

And no man takes it to heart; 
Merciful men are taken away, 
While no one considers 
That the righteous is taken away from evil. 
He shall enter into peace; 
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They shall rest in their beds, 
Each one walking in his uprightness.” 

 
3. The death of a godly righteous man is indeed a great and wonderful blessing. 
 
 Revelation 14:13 
 “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord from now on.” 
 
4. Even the innocent and the very young are delivered from much heartache and 

sorrow that exist in this world. 
 
5. Whether we want to accept it or not, there are times in which the results of a 

disaster and even death from that disaster can actually be good for person who 
is righteous in the eyes of God. 

 
II. With this in mind we need to ask ourselves another question:  “What can I do when something 

bad happens?” 
 

Galatians 6:10 
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” 

 
A. In this passage Paul relates to the Christians in Galatia that whenever we have 

opportunity, we are to “do good.” 
 

1. As Christians we are to be willing to give of ourselves to others, this is God’s 
directive to each one of us. 

 
2. Therefore when difficulties arise from a natural disaster or even something on a 

personal level, we ought to be willing to give aid, comfort, and assistance. 
 

a. We can give our personal skills, resources, and time. 
 
b. Some of us are skilled in medical and first aid, others are skilled in repair 

work and carpentry, while others can provide meals and possibly 
housing. 

 
c. As a church we have the building that can be used to help and assist 

others and in times past we have indeed used it in crisis. 
 
d. There are all kinds of things that can to done to do good for others. 
 

B. Yet notice that we are not to be choosy in whom we help! 
 

1. Paul relates that we are to “do good to all…” 
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2. Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan to help us understand the 
importance of caring for everyone. 

 
a. The Good Samaritan was not concerned about nationality, about race, 

about anything else; he was simply concerned about assisting someone 
that was in need! 

 
b. Jesus tells this parable to help us understand that heart of a Christian is 

to offer aid and assistance to anyone that is truly in need. 
 
c. I appreciate the foresight of our elders a few years ago when they 

changed our benevolence and the way in which we assist  others.   
 
d. Our elders challenged us to be the Good Samaritan, to be personally 

involved in seeking out and helping others.  You personally are an 
important role in the work of the church to reach out to others that are 
hurting! 

 
e. And it is our hope that those outside of Christ will see our love and 

concern for them and want to know more about our Lord because of 
the good things that we do for others. 

 
f. Therefore, we ought not hesitate in helping and assisting others, even 

those that are not Christians, this might be the catalyst to bring them to 
Christ.   

 
C. Paul in relating that we are to do good to everyone, then emphasizes that we especially 

help those that our brothers and sisters in Christ, “the household of faith.” 
 

1. The Gentile Christians of the first century showed such to the Christian Jewish 
brothers in Christ. 

 
 Romans 15:15-16 
 “Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as 

reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 
 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel 

of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit.” 

 
 Romans 8:1-4 
 “Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the 

churches of Macedonia: 
 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 

poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 
 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, 

they were freely willing, 
 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the 

fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” 
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2. Yes, it is humbling to accept assistance and aid from others, however this was 

part of God’s plan for the church. 
 
3. It is our God given responsibility to be servants of others and especially helping 

and offering assistance to those that have had disasters in their lives, let us 
graciously and humbly fulfill God’s directive. 

 
III. Yet, before we close, we need to address the question about when bad things happen, like a 

natural disaster, then why did God not do something about it. 
 

A. Well, I hope that you have already picked upped on the answer to this question. 
 

1. Because folks, God has done something! 
 

a. God has commanded that His people are tp offer aid and assistance to 
others. 

 
b. Do not walk away from this particular thought! 
 
c. If we are truly God’s instruments, if we are truly God’s servants, and we 

are truly caring and helping others as God has directed us; then God is 
doing something! 

 
d. God sent us to be His aid and His assistants for others going through 

diasters. 
 

2. Yet, God has also offer much more than just an army of servants to provide 
assistance as need.  He has also offered us a true and eternal hope that by fair 
supersedes any struggles of this earth, even death! 

 
a. David related that he could walk in the valley of the shadow death and 

fear nothing because he knew that God was with him.  (Psalm 23:4) 
 
b. God has provided for us the opportunity of salvation.  As Christians 

there is nothing that can take our hope of an eternal existence without 
pain, without loss, without hurt, without disasters, without death. 

 
c. As Christians God has assured us that nothing can take away His offering 

of love and His offering of salvation. 
 
 Romans 8:35-39 
 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are 

accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 

loved us. 
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 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

d. What is a tornado, famine, earthquake, or any other disaster in my life; 
when I have the love of God and His salvation? 

 
e. We ought to be thankful each and every day for what the Lord has 

done!!!! 
 

B. It is not that fact that God has not done something… yet it might be the fact that we do 
not want to accept the answer that He has given. 

 
1. God’s answer is for us to be his child through faith and obedience and if 

something does horribly happen to us while upon this earth then we can know 
for sure that we have something much better waiting! 

 
2. The problem is that some folks do not like that answer!  Some folks want 

something different! 
 
3. Let us make it our endeavor to trust in God as Job of the Old Testament.  When 

he lost so much; his wealth, his sons and daughters, his health; yet He knew that 
the Lord was trustworthy and he never turned away from his God! 

 
4. Let us truly trust in the Lord and His Message to us, following our Lord no 

matter what might happen in this life; know that God has provided an answer 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
I. Disasters are going to happen in this life! 
 

A. They might be big they might be small.  They might affect many they might affect just 
you!  But they will happen! 

 
B. Have you prepared yourself for disaster? 

 
Weather men when storms are coming tell us to be prepared!  When the tornado 
alarms go off we are told to prepare and be ready! 

 
C. The only way to truly be prepared is to be within the trustworthy hands of God! 
 

II. If you need to come to Christ. 
 

A. Let us aid and assist you in preparing yourself right now.   
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1. Possibly you need to study and know more about what you need to do to 
become a child of God’s.  We have folks that would be more than happy to 
study God’s Word with you. 

 
2. Possibly you have studied and you know from your faith that you need to 

repent, you need to confess allegiance to Christ, and you need to be baptized in 
order to accept the Lord’s salvation; then why are you waiting!  We are here to 
assist you. 

 
3. If you are a Christian but allowed worldly concerns to overshadow your 

commitment to Christ.  Why not reestablish your allegiance to the Lord. 
 
4. We are here for you right now!  If we can help you let it be known as we stand 

and as we sing! 
 
 

That night's lesson is titled "Natural 

Disasters (Acts 27)." Even thought 

Paul is confronted with storms and 

shipwreck the Gospel is not hindered, 

in fact, God is glorified. Thank you for 

your willingness to share God's word 

with us. After I have confirmed all our 

speakers, I will send you a copy of the 

information. 

 

Resources:   

http://executableoutlines.com/top/di

saster.htm 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/ser

mons/natural-disasters--the-god-of-

the-bible-paul-wallace-sermon-on-

apologetics-general-

76860.asp?Page=5 


