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What is the Will of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction: 
 
I. If I asked you what was the will of God, what would be your reply? 
 

A. Recently, I heard the story of three teenager young men, who had the discussion 
about what their fathers expected from them. 

 
1. In the course of the conversation a subtle change developed from what 

their fathers expected to what makes their father’s happy. 
 

a. One of the teens related that it was not very hard to make his dad 
happy.  If he cut the grass without being told, if he kept the car 
clean, and if he didn’t run with the wrong crowd, then his Dad was 
be happy. 

 
b. The second teen said that it was harder to keep his old man 

happy.  He had to make at least Bs in all his classes, he had to put 
half of all the money he makes in a savings account, and he had to 
be very careful to never get home after curfew.  When he did this 
his Dad would be happy. 

 
c. The third teenager said that his Dad was much different!  His Dad 

expected him to be honest in every situation no matter what, he 
expected him to be responsible in everything he did, and that he 
develop a good attitude with and concerning others.  His Dad was 
happy when he could see him developing himself! 

 
2. The truth of the matter is that these three fathers basically expected the 

same things of their sons. 
 
3. It was not necessarily the wills of the fathers that were different but 

rather the perceptions of the sons that were different. 
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B. If you paralleled this story of the three sons to three different Christians and 

what God expects from them, you might come to believe that there are three 
different spiritual Fathers. 

 
1. One of the Christians might say that to please God you need to come to 

worship on Sundays, always give to the contribution, and not to be a 
trouble maker in the congregation. 

 
2. Another Christian might say that attending worship, reading the Bible 

regularly, praying at least three times a day (before meals) would make 
God happy. 

 
3. And the third might say that we must help and serve others like Jesus did, 

plus help the congregation to grow spiritually, and make sure we are 
maturing as a godly person.  When we do those things God will be happy! 

 
C. Again, when we talk about the will of God does our conversation go to 

understanding God or do we all have different perceptions of God and His will? 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. I believe that everyone of us would agree that as Christians we should be fulfilling God’s 

will! 
 

A. I serious doubt that there is anyone here that would even hint at the idea that it 
is not necessary to do the will of God! 

 
1. Doing God’s will was a theme that Jesus taught us to do. 

 
a. When Jesus taught the model prayer to His disciples (Matthew 

6:10), he told them to pray: 
 
 “Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in 

heaven.” 
 
b. In the same sermon Jesus also declared: 
 
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven.”  (Matthew 7:21) 

 
c. And later Jesus taught: 
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 “For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother 
and sister and mother.”  (Matthew 12:50) 

 
2. Jesus not only taught His disciples to do the Father’s Will but He gave us 

the supreme example to follow! 
 
John 4:34 
“Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and 
to finish His work.”” 
John 5:30 
“I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is 
righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father 
who sent Me.” 
 
John 6:38 
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me.” 
 

3. And probably the greatest example that Jesus left us is recognized in His 
heart and attitude in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 
a. Jesus understood that his execution was just a few hours away. 
 
b. And Jesus knew the necessity to surrender His life so that we have 

hope; this had been His Father’s eternal plan! 
 
c. Yet in deep despair and agony He prayed to His Father “if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but 
as You will.”  (Matthew 26:39) 

 
d. Jesus was going to fulfill the will of His Father! 
 

4. Just as God’s will played the supreme role in Jesus’ life, Paul teaches us 
that we must do the same. 

 
Romans 12:2 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
 

B. So indeed as Christians we are to do the will of God! 
 

1. Yet, what is it?  What is the Will of God? 
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a. I believe that there are many of us that want the “it” to be very 
specific, very identifiable, and very concrete. 

 
b. That way we feel better and we feel accomplished because “we 

did it!” 
 
c. God is happy with me because “I did it!” 
 

2. But this is the problem, the will of God is not an “it!” 
 

a. The will of God cannot be confined to just a list of things to do; 
not a short list, not a long list; the will of God is much more than 
just a list. 

 
b. The will of God cannot be confined to a set of rules; there are 

things that we must do; however the will of God is much more 
than a set of rules to follow. 

 
c. The will of God is not the right set of commandments; because 

the will of God is much more than just commandments! 
 
d. Hear me out; there are lists, there are rules, there are 

commandments; however God’s will is so much more! 
 

II. So, what is the “will of God?”  I would like to suggest three thoughts that might help us 
better understand and appreciate the Will of God! 

 
A. It is the will of God, to extend forgiveness of sins and salvation to every person 

on the face of this earth! 
 

1. God had His plan for how to save man before the world and universe was 
never even created! 

 
a. Even before God created Adam and Eve, He had devised a plan 

and was putting it into motive to redeem us from our sins! 
 
b. Paul related that God had an “eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Ephesians 3:11) 
 

2. So for thousands of years God worked His plan so that the Savior could 
come into the world. 

 
a. God determined that through Christ everyone could have the 

possibility to be forgiven. 
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b. No matter how unbelieving or evil people became, God never 

refused to give up on His plan to bring the Savior into the world 
and provide salvation for everyone. 

 
3. And our Savior came to this earth, lived a perfect life so that He would be 

our needed and divine sacrifice. 
 

a. Deity allowed the very people that He wanted to save to kill His 
sinless Son! 

 
b. It was God’s will that the sacrifice be made, because God’s will is 

to provide a Savior for us! 
 

4. And God raised our Savior from the dead never to die again and proving 
His power over death and to provide for us a Savior that is more powerful 
than death! 

 
5. It was, it is, and it will forever be the will of God that the whole earth 

comes to know the Savior and accept His amazing grace! 
 
II Peter 3:9 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.” 
 

6. It is God’s will that everyone on this earth be saved! 
 

John 3:16-17 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved.” 
 

B. Secondly, it is the will of God that those who accept and obey the Savior are sons 
and daughters in His wonderful and precious Christian family. 

 
1. And as God’s children, He desires that we be: 

 
a. A healthy family where everyone of us are fulfilling our roles and 

working together as a whole which enable us to accomplish God’s 
desires. 
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b. We are a community that truly cares for each other by learning of 
God’s love and care for us and then demonstrating His love in our 
lives. 

 
c. We are a family who has healthy relationships with each other 

plus we nurture and encourage one another. 
 
d. We are servants that serve Him with the deepest respect and 

love. 
 
e. The Apostles Paul summed up these ideas in his letter to the 

Ephesian church. 
 
 Ephesians 4:15-16 
 “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 

who is the head—Christ— 
 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what 

every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love.” 

 
2. It is God’s will that we be people who find life in the Savior and that we 

are ruled by love, consideration, kindness, compassion, and mercy for 
one another! 

 
a. Paul describes to the Roman Christians the type of people we 

ought to be.  (Romans 12:9-21) 
 

1) We ought to be people with genuine love.  (9) 
 
2) We should hate evil and cling to what is good.  (9) 
 
3) We are to be honorably devoted to one another with 

brotherly love.  (10) 
 
4) We ought to diligently and fervently serve the Lord.  (11) 
 
5) We share in each other’s joys and sorrows.  (12, 15) 
 
6) We take care of each other.  (13) 
 
7) We do not seek after revenge.  (17, 19) 
 
8) Defeat evil by doing good.  (18, 20) 
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b. Paul continues to relate God’s will to the Ephesian church.  

(Ephesians 4:25-32) 
 

1) We do not deceive one another.  (25) 
 
2) We do not allow anger to rule our hearts.  (26) 
 
3) We have a work ethic that is strong and honest.  (28) 
 
4) We speak words that encourage and build up others.  (29) 
 
5) We do not go against the Holy Spirit and His divine 

authority.  (30) 
 
6) We separate ourselves from bitterness, wrath, anger, 

clamor, and evil speaking of others.  (31) 
 
7) But we do show kindness, tender heartedness, and 

forgiveness towards others.  (32) 
 

3. Many might see a list in all these things, however this list ought not to be 
seen as a check off list but rather a designed pattern for which we shape 
our lives. 

 
C. And thirdly, it is the will of God for us to surrender ourselves individually to Him! 
 

1. I have mentioned this before yet let me say it again, there are so many 
that are seeking from God’s a personal directive or personal path to guide 
them through life. 

 
a. I have heard people say, I just wish I knew what God would has 

planned for me! 
 
b. Or others might say, I am just waiting for the Lord to direct my 

path in life. 
 
2. Friends, God has already related His will for us! 
 

a. He wants you and me in whatever venue of life that we chose or 
whatever events occur in our lives; to be completely committed 
to Him in all faithfulness and obedience. 
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b. So, yes, our lives might be much different; the directions that you 
chose might be totally different what I chose and life 
circumstances might greatly vary; yet God’s will is still the same.  
God wants you to honor Him and He wants you to be saved! 

 
3. Because life is different and our environments are different then what 

you do in honoring and serving God will be different. 
 

a. If you choose to get married then you have the responsibility to 
do God’s will as a godly husband or a godly wife. 

 
b. If you become a parent then again you are to do the will of God as 

He directed for fathers and mothers. 
 
c. In work, if you are an employer then again God has a will for you 

in how you treat your employees; and as an employee you have 
the godly responsibility to be the best employee as you can be. 

 
4. There will be times in life where you will face difficulties and devastation, 

God did not cause these things; however understand that it is God’s will 
that through Christ you overcome, that you heal, and then assist others 
who might be going through similar events. 

 
5. For those that receive good fortune in their lives then again God’s desire 

is that you take the opportunities given to you in serving and honoring 
Him and others! 
 

6. So in our lives no matter what happens to us, God’s ultimate desire, His 
aim for each one of us, is that we recognize and obey His Son so that we 
can receive His marvelous and saving grace. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
I. When we recognize the will of God, we recognize His immense love for us and we 

recognize His desire that we be saved from our sins! 
 
A. Many times our perspective of God is that He has a list of rules and regulations 

and if we simply mark off each item on the list then we please Him. 
 
1. There are indeed specific obligations that we are to follow! 
 

a. Attendance in worship. 
 
b. Bible study and prayer. 
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c. The steps to salvation. 
 

2. Yet, God’s will is so much more than just these things alone. 
 
B. What is God’s will? 
 

1. God’s will is that we be saved! 
 
2. God’s will is that recognized what He has done for us in providing through 

Christ salvation. 
 
3. God’s will is that we will desire to learn of our Savior. 
 
2. God’s will is that we commit our lives to the Christ and yes obey His 

directives. 
 
3. God’s will is that we be a healthy spiritual family that works together, 

that loves and cares about each other, and will assist and encourages one 
another. 

 
4. God’s will is that we encourage others to come and learn of His will, to 

learn of His mercy and grace, to learn of what Deity has done to provide 
for you salvation. 

 
C. God’s will is having a heart, an attitude, and a commitment to show a measure of 

love that in many ways we cannot comprehend; yet He desires that we develop 
the very same heart, the same attitude and the same commitment of love. 

 
1. Did not lose perspective like the teenage boys did in our story at the 

beginning of the lesson. 
 
2. Let us not reduce the will of God to merely attempting to make God 

happy! 
 
3. The will of God is learning how to let Deity live in us! 

 
II. Why should we be concerned about the will of God? 
 

A. Because God loves you so very much and His will is to have what is best for us. 
 

1. This is why He developed a plan for our redemption, this is why our 
Savior came to this earth and died for our sins. 
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2. And God’s will is that you make the choice to commit yourself to our 
Savior through faith and obedience and be saved from your sins. 

 
B. What wonderful love and grace that God has given to every one of us, yet we do 

have a choice in accepting the Lord’s salvation. 
 

1. God does not force His will upon us, yet He desires greatly that you will 
accept all His invitation to be saved! 

 
2. If you are with us this morning and desire greatly to know how to accept 

our Lord’s will; understand that we have good folks that desires to help 
you learn.  We would love to study God’s Message and understand God’s 
will; to help you learn so you can make a lifelong commitment to God. 

 
3. If you know what to do yet simply have waited, you have put off in 

committing your life to the will of God; then let me encourage you to 
wait no longer, obey the Lord’s will concerning how to accept His 
salvation for you. 

 
4. If you are a child of God’s yet stepped away from Him, stepped out of His 

family; this is not God’s will, repent and come back home. 
 
5. We are here, right now to assist you, do not wait any longer, come right 

now, as we stand and sing! 


