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CONTINUE IN THESE THINGS! 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Becoming A Christian Is An AWESOME Privilege! 

 

 

B. It Is Imperative That Christians Ask, “What Are God’s Expectations Of Me For 

My Life?” 

 

 

C. Then It Is Vital That The Christian Puts Great Effort Into Living A Faithful 

Christian Life. 

 

 

D. A Crucial Understanding Is That We Must Not Just START To Live A Faithful 

Life, We Must CONTINUE In These Things. 

 

 

E. Today: Some Of The Things That We Must CONTINUE As Christians. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Continue In The Faith! 

A. Col. 1:21-23 “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by 

wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22in the body of His flesh through 

death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight--23if 

indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every 

creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

1. Christians have had a DRASTIC conversion -- from being alienated from 

God to united with Him; from being wicked to being holy! 

 

2. That reconciliation is conditional -- “if indeed you continue in the faith, 

grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel which you heard.” 23 

 

3. “ejpimevnw” -- “to abide in; to continue in!” 
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B. Ac. 11:23 “When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and 

encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the 

Lord.” 

1. Barnabas encouraged new converts of Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch to 

“continue” with the Lord! 

2. Becoming a Christian was not enough; they needed to STAY with the Lord! 

 

3. “prosmevnw” -- “to abide still longer”; “to continue” 

 

 

C. Ac. 13:43 “Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and 

devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, 

persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.” 

1. This was when Paul and Barnabas were preaching at Antioch of Pisidia. 

 

2. This encouragement was for the Jews in particular; sadly the Gentiles were 

eager to hear; soon afterward, Paul and Barnabas turned the major part of 

their emphasis to the Gentiles. 46-48 

 

3. “prosmevnw” -- “to abide still longer”; “to continue” 

 

 

D. Ac. 14:22 “strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in 

the faith, and saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of 

God.’” 

1. This verse describes the efforts of Paul and Barnabas on the return portion 

of the First Missionary Journey. 

 

2. They realized that the brethren would face severe opposition; however, they 

needed to continue in the faith! 

 

 

E. II Tim. 3:14,15 “But you must continue in the things which you have learned 

and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15and that 

from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

1. Timothy had been taught and trained in the Word of God. 

 

2. His challenge -- continue in these things you have learned! 

 

3. “mevnw” -- “continue” or “abide” 

 

 

F. Rom. 11:22 “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who 

fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. 

Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not continue in 

unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.” 
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1. Obviously God’s goodness is there for the faithful. 

 

2. However, that goodness is conditional -- “IF” you continue in His goodness! 

 

3. “ejpimevnw” -- “to abide in; to continue in!” 

 

 

G. Js. 1:23-25 “For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

observing his natural face in a mirror; 24for he observes himself, goes away, and 

immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25But he who looks into the 

perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 

of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.” 

1. James encourages Christians to not only be hearers but also DOERS of the 

Word! 

 

2. “paramevnw” means “to remain beside! 

 

 

H. Mt. 10:22 “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who 

endures to the end will be saved.” 

1. Jesus promised his disciples that they would be hated. 

 

2. His charge: “endure to the end” 

 

3. “uJpomevnw” -- “to remain under” 
 

 

I. I Jn. 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son 

of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue 

to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

1. All of God’s blessings are only for those who CONTINUE to believe in 

Christ! 

 

2. Rely upon the Word; stay faithful; if you do, eternal life will be yours! 

 

3. The Greek words “toi``~ pisteuvousin” is a present tense participle 

suggesting “those who continue to believe.” 

 

 

J. Js. 5:11 “Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the 

perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very 

compassionate and merciful.” 

1. God is SO pleased with those who continue in the faith! 

 

2. Look at Job -- what a man of perseverance; God was SO PLEASED with 

this man of faith! 
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3. “uJpomevnw” -- “to remain under” 
 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Continue In The Lord’s Doctrine. 

A. I Tim. 4:16 “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in 

doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” 

1. Love the Truth! 

 

2. Do not let false doctrine EVER be attractive to you! 

 

3. Giving yourself to false doctrine will separate you from the Lord! 

 

4. “ejpimevnw” -- “to abide in; to continue in!” 

 

 

B. II Jn. 1:9 “He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 

Son.” 

1. John discusses the condition of those who do not remain in the doctrine of 

Christ -- they do not have the Father or the Son. 

 

2. “mevnw” -- “continue” or “abide” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  Continue In Face Of Temptation! 

A. Js. 1:12 “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him.” 

1. Trials and temptations are real! 

 

2. Continue in faith; you will receive a crown of life! 

 

3. “uJpomevnw” -- “to remain under” 

 

 

B. Js. 4:7 “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #5)  Continue In Prayer! 

A. Col. 4:2 “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;” 

1. “proskarterei`te” -- “Be strong toward.” 

 

2. “Be constant!” 
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B. I Thess. 5:17 “pray without ceasing,” 

1. “ajdialeivptw~” -- “not ceasing through.” 

 

2. Without the omission of an occasion! 

3. Use every opportunity you can find to pray! 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #6)  Continue To Love Your Brethren! 

A. Heb. 13:1 “Let brotherly love continue.” 

1. Let love of brethren be a constant in your heart, actions, and life! 

 

2. “mevnw” -- “continue” or “abide” 

 

 

B. I Pet. 3:8 “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; 

love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;” 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #7)  Continue To Be Aware Of The Needs Of Others! 

A. Js. 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 

world.” 

1. Pure religion has a compassionate heart! 

 

2. “ejpiskevptesQai” -- “to visit to comfort.” 

 

 

B. Gal. 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 

those who are of the household of faith.” 

 

 

C. The Parable Of The Good Samaritan. Lk. 10:25-37 

1. A lawyer asked Jesus what he must do to attain eternal life. 

 

2. This man reveled in his love for God; however, Jesus told him to also love 

his neighbor. 

 

3. Jesus told a parable about a man who was beaten, robbed, and left for dead. 

 

4. Two religious men, a priest and a Levite, walked by and ignored this pitiful 

man. 

 

5. A Samaritan stopped, cared for this man, took him to an inn, and gave the 

keeper funds to care for the beaten man. 
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6. Jesus’ charge from this parable: “Go and do likewise.” 37 

 

 

D. A Call For Continued Awareness: 

1. Our benevolent program is designed to cause each of us to be aware of the 

needs of people around us. 

a. We are encouraged to have open eyes for those in need. 

b. Our benevolent program is no longer an institutional concept -- we give 

our money; let the deacons do it! 

c. We are encouraged to be aware personally! 

 

2. Our 2016 budget: $25,000. 

a. Presently we have spent $7,680. 

b. Our balance for the year is $17,320. 

 

3. In 2008 we have SO MANY needs; today there seem to be less needs: 

a. Many of our members have better situations. 

b. Today is a time of gratitude -- 8 years ago was TOUGH -- there were 

needs everywhere! 

c. Encourage sensitivity to the needs of our fellowmen. 

 

4. Be alert, be aware, be sensitive. 

 

 

 

(Slide #8)  Conclusion: 

A. God Will Surely Continue To Love And Bless His People! 

1. He Will Certainly Continue His Lovingkindness To Us! 

 

2. Ps. 36:10 “Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, And 

Your righteousness to the upright in heart.” 

 

3. Heb. 13:5 “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake 

you.’” 

 

 

B. (►)  We Will Be Blessed If We Continue Through “The Last Mile Of The 

Way!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“If I walk in the pathway of duty, 

If I work till the close of the day; 

I shall see the great King in His beauty, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 
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Refrain 

 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, 

I will rest at the close of the day, 

And I know there are joys that await me, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

If for Christ I proclaim the glad story, 

If I seek for His sheep gone astray, 

I am sure He will show me His glory, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 

 

Refrain 

 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, 

I will rest at the close of the day, 

And I know there are joys that await me, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Here the dearest of ties we must sever, 

Tears of sorrow are seen ev’ry day; 

But no sickness, no sighing forever, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 

 

Refrain 

 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, 

I will rest at the close of the day, 

And I know there are joys that await me, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 

 

 

Verse 4: 

 

And if here I have earnestly striven, 

And have tried all His will to obey, 

’Twill enhance all the rapture of Heaven, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way. 
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Refrain 

 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, 

I will rest at the close of the day, 

And I know there are joys that await me, 

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way.” 

 

-- Words: Joohnson Oatman, Jr., 1908 

-- Music: William E. Marks 


