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HOW TO RESPOND TO THOSE 

WHO OPPOSE GOD’S WILL! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Scenarios: 

1. Someone vehemently castigates Christianity -- how do you react? 

 

2. Someone outside the Lord’s Church ridicules the Truth -- how do you react? 

 

3. A Christian begins to espouse error -- how do you react? 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  Have You Ever Seen People Get Into A Heated Argument? Have 

You Been Watching The Political Campaigns? 

1. Trying to shout over top of each other. 

 

2. Skewing events for their own purposes. 

 

3. Never listening to another person’s point of view. 

 

4. Throwing out so many facts that it is like a machine gun. 

 

5. Trying to win an argument! 

 

 

C. Have You Ever Seen People Get In A HEATED Argument About Spiritual 

Matters? 

1. What have you see as the result? 

 

2. Peace? Harmony? Respect? Repentance? 

 

3. Hardening Of Positions? 

 

4. Resentment if not hate for each other? 

 

5. Some want to beat the other over the head with the Bible! 

 

 

D. Tonight: Examination Of Scripture -- “How To Respond To Those Who Oppose 

God’s Will.” 
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I. (Slide #3)  People WILL Oppose The Truth -- Doctrine And Holy Living! 

A. Paul’s Advice To The Ephesian Elders: 

1. (Slide #4)  Ac. 20:28-30 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 

flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29For I know this, 

that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing 

the flock. 30Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.” 

 

2. This was at the end of the Third Missionary Journey as Paul was headed to 

Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost. 16 

 

3. He met them a few miles from Ephesus at Miletus near the seacoast. 17 

 

3. He knew that he faced arrest in Jerusalem. 18-25 

 

4. He cautioned them about the danger of false teachers from within and from 

without! 

a. Those from without will have no respect for the congregation, its peace, 

and its people’s relationship with God. 

b. Those from within may seek influence and power and want members to 

follow them. 

 

5. Paul left Timothy in Ephesus as an evangelist, II Tim. 4:5; in II Timothy he 

is asking Timothy to come to see him in prison, II Tim. 4:9. 

 

 

B. (Slide #5)  Cautions About False Teachers: 

1. (►)  They do not appear to be dangerous: 

a. Mt. 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” 

b. People do not see them as dangerous! 

 

2. (►)  They, like Satan, Appear To Be Ministers Of Righteousness! 

a. II Cor. 11:13-15 “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder! For 

Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15Therefore it is 

no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers 

of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.” 

b. They never show how damnable they really are! 
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3. (►)  Greed, Covetousness, And Financial Gain Drives Many Of Them! 

a. Tit. 1:11 “whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 

households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of 

dishonest gain.” 

b. II Pet. 2:3 “By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive 

words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their 

destruction does not slumber.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  The Impact That False Teachers And Teachings Can Have On 

People: 

1. (►)  They draw away disciple after themselves! 

a. Ac. 20:30 “Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.” 

b. False teaching tells us what WE WANT to hear, not what GOD wants 

us to hear! 

 

2. (►)  They corrupt people’s minds and faith! 

a. II Cor. 11:3 “But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by 

his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that 

is in Christ.” 

b. II Tim. 2:18 “they overthrow the faith of some.” 

 

3. (►)  They pervert the Gospel of Christ! 

a. Gal. 1:6,7 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not 

another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ.” 

b. They distort the Truth! 

 

4. (Slide #7)  They take people captive. 

a. Col. 2:4,8 “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with 

persuasive words……8Beware lest anyone cheat you through 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to 

Christ.” 

b. Col. 2:8 NIV “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow 

and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the 

basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” 

 

5. (►)  They will carry you away from the Truth. 

a. Heb. 13:9 “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines.” 

b. II Pet. 2:2 “And many will follow their destructive ways, because of 

whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.” 
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6. (►)  They promote arguments and speculations. 

a. I Tim. 1:4 “nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which 

cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.” 

b. I Tim. 1:6,7 “from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to 

idle talk, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what 

they say nor the things which they affirm.” 

c. These arguments only destroy the faith of their hearers! II Tim. 2:14 

“Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to 

strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers.” 

d. They are constantly arguing; they never come to know the Truth! II 

Tim. 3:6,7 “For of this sort are those who creep into households and 

make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by 

various lusts, 7always learning and never able to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.” 

 

7. (Slide #8)  They confuse unsuspecting listeners who are tossed to and fro 

from one doctrine to another! 

a. Eph. 4:14 “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 

cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,” 

b. One idea sounds good; another comes along; it sounds good; they just 

go from one idea to another; they have no solid spiritual foundation! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #9)  Guidance Concerning How To Respond To False Teachers: 

A. I Tim. 1:5 “Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, 

from a good conscience, and from sincere faith,” 

 

 

B. Tit. 1:11 “whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, 

teaching things which they ought not,” 

 

 

C. Tit. 3:10 “Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition,” 

 

 

D. I Jn. 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they 

are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

 

 

E. II Jn. 10 “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive 

him into your house nor greet him;” 
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F. (Slide #10)  Paul’s Guidance To Timothy: 

1. II Tim. 2:14-26 “Remind them of these things, charging them before the 

Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15Be 

diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to 

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and idle 

babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17And their message 

will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18who have 

strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and 

they overthrow the faith of some. 19Nevertheless the solid foundation of 

God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let 

everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.’ 20But in a 

great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood 

and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21Therefore if anyone 

cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and 

useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22Flee also youthful 

lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the 

Lord out of a pure heart. 23But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing 

that they generate strife. 24And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be 

gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25in humility correcting those who are in 

opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may 

know the truth, 26and that they may come to their senses and escape the 

snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.” 

 

2. (►)  REMIND Christians of these dangers! 14 (Imperatives -- Commands!) 

 

3. (►)  DO NOT CONTEND (Dispute) Over Words! 14 “not to strive about 

words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers.” 

 

4. (►)  DETERMINE to please God! 15 (“Be Eager!) 

 

5. (►)  SHUN foolish babblings; they increase ungodliness and spread like 

cancer! “But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more 

ungodliness. 17And their message will spread like cancer.” 16,17 (“Avoid!”) 

 

6. (►)  FLEE lusts! 22 

a. What might those be? 

1. Power 

2. Prestige 

3. Ambition -- “I want to be the best!” 

4. Novelty -- “I have found something new!” 

b. NOTHING is worth destroying the Gospel of Christ! 

 

7. (►)  PURSUE godly traits that show your love for Him! 22 

a. Righteousness -- treat your fellowman fairly! 

b. Faith -- be trustworthy; give trustworthiness to others! 

c. Love -- show genuine love for others. 
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d. Peace -- seek to be a peacemaker with others, not to be a quarrelsome 

arguer! 

 

8. (Slide #11)  AVOID absurd arguments! (Avoid Arguing!) 23 (“Refuse!”) 

a. “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate 

strife.” 

b. Many seem to relish in constant foolish arguments and new ideas. 

c. The result -- nothing but strife, conflict, and fights!!! 

 

9. (►)  DISPLAY a proper attitude as you respond to those advocating false 

teaching. 24 

a. (►)  Be gentle to all. 

b. (►)  Be able to teach. 

c. (►)  Be patient. 

d. (►)  Correct people IN HUMILITY! 

1. Practice the “Golden Rule” -- “Therefore, whatever you want men 

to do to you, do also to them.” Mt. 7:12 

2. Your humility may bring them to repentance, cause them to know 

the Truth, and help them to come to their senses and realize that 

they have been taken captive by Satan! Just maybe we can get them 

out of the Devil’s trap! 

3. Sadly many brethren have awful sinful attitudes as they seek to 

correct those espousing error! 

4. Paul’s caution: “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, 

you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 

considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” Gal. 6:1 

5. Our goal should be to convert a soul, not win an argument or show 

our superiority of knowledge! 

 

 

 

(Slide #12)  Conclusion: 

A. Love The Truth! “Buy The Truth, And Do Not Sell It!” Pr. 23:23 

 

 

B. Be With Those Who LOVE The Truth -- Be Cautious About The Influence Of 

Those Who Do Not Respect The Truth And Who Teach Error! 

1. Cherish those of “like precious faith.” II Pet. 1:1 

 

2. Beware that you let others deceive you, discourage you, or derail you! 
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C. Do Not Given Them A Voice In Your House Or In Your Congregation -- You 

Do Not Know The Damage They May Cause -- You May Lose Your Children 

Or Some Members Or Your Congregation! 

 

 

D. Kindly Present The Truth And Encourage Deviators To Return To Truth! 


