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WHAT ARE YOU LEAVING YOUR 

CHILDREN? 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Parents, Grandparents: “What Are You Leaving Your Children?” 

 

 

B. This Is An Important Question! 

 

 

C. We Are All Speeding Through Life; Our Influence Is Vital But Short-Lived! 

 

 

D. In This Lesson, God’s Advice To Fathers And Mothers. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Fathers Blessing Their Children! 

A. (►)  Fathers Have Commands -- Train Your Children; Attitude Is Important As 

You Obey Those Commands! 

1. Eph. 6:4 “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 

 

2. Col. 3:21 “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 

discouraged.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  A Good Father Wants His Children To Know God’s Will! Ps. 78:4-8 

“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the 

praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has 

done. 5For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, 

Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their 

children; 6That the generation to come might know them, The children who 

would be born, That they may arise and declare them to their children, 7That they 

may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His 

commandments; 8And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious 

generation, A generation that did not set its heart aright, And whose spirit was 

not faithful to God.” 
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C. (►)  God’s Commendation Of Abraham. Gen. 18:19 “For I have known 

[“chosen” -- NIV; ESV] him, in order that he may command his children and his 

household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness 

and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #4)  Paul Treated Christians As If They Were His Children (As A Father 

Should Treat His Children). 

1. I Thess. 2:11 “as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged 

every one of you, as a father does his own children,” 

 

2. Observe the guidance, done with compassion and patience! 

 

 

E. (►)  What He Leaves His Children Is Important! 

1. Pr. 13:22 “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children,” 

 

2. Pr. 19:14 “Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers,” 

 

3. But, leaving his children a godly inheritance is his GREATEST gift! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  Mothers Blessing Their Children! 

A. (►)  God Uses The Love Of A Mother For Children To Describe His Love For 

Judah! Is. 49:14,15 “But Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken me, And my Lord 

has forgotten me.’ 15‘Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have 

compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not 

forget you.’” 

 

 

B. (►)  Lois And Eunice Were Intent On Giving Timothy Faith! II Tim. 1:5 “when 

I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  When Godly Women Leave Their Children Compassionate Love 

And Faith, Here Is How They Respond! Pr. 31:28 “Her children rise up and call 

her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her:” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  What My Dad Left Me. 

A. I RARELY Mention Personal Situations In Sermons; However, His Life Is The 

Impetus For This Sermon! 
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1. My dad, Jesse H. Rogers, was not a showboat; He was not a glory seeker; 

He was a man of few words, but when he spoke you probably should listen! 

 

2. Dad died August 18, 2016 at age 96 and 4 months. 

 

 

B. Traits Of Jesse Rogers: (He Was Not A Perfect Man; He Was A GOOD Father!) 

1. Man who LOVED God! 

a. “I don’t know of anyone better prepared to go home, to that better 

place, we call Heaven than Jesse.” Aunt Reniva 

b. Nothing was before the Lord -- in Spring during fertilizer season; he 

NEVER worked on Sunday; on Wednesday night we came back from a 

farm many times about worship times, went to services in fertilizer 

jeans, then went back to make more deliveries. He didn’t miss worship 

or Bible Study! (Bible Class, AM Worship and PM Worship last 

Sunday) 

c. John Wills -- “he was one of the most faithful men I ever met.” 

d. “If ever there was a godly couple, they are it!” 

e. He was SO READY to die! 

1. Rev. 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life. 

2. II Tim. 4:7,8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith. 8Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 

on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His 

appearing.” 

3. I Jn. 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 

life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of 

God.” 

4. He lived for this moment! 

5. Example: 

a. When KY basketball began to be on cable TV, they were able 

to watch less and less each year. 

b. They only had an antenna that got 3 channels! I told dad that 

Vicky and I would get them cable TV for a year as a Christmas 

present. “ 

c. His reply: “I don’t want that stuff in my house!” 

d. “You don’t have to have anything sinful on it!” 

e. His reply: “I don’t want that stuff in my house!” 

f. “Why?” 

g. “I’m preparing for my finals!” 

5. For 10 years he has been saying, “I’m old; I’m going to die soon.” 

6. I Cor. 15:19 “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 

all men the most pitiable.” 

7. Dad lived for Jesus and died in Jesus knowing “All would be 

well!” 



 4 

 

2. He Loved the Lord’s Church; he wanted people to be saved. 

a. He knew that God’s Word was the standard for religion -- beliefs, 

practices, salvation, and worship. Often people have favorite Scriptures 

-- he loved It all; that’s all he wanted! 

b. He wanted people to be saved! 

1. “They were the first people to take me to church.” 

2. “I am back in church because of him/her.” 

c. He was responsible for numerous congregations of the Lord’s Church 

being established: 

d. He dreamed of a congregation of the Church of Christ in Stanton -- He 

bought the lot on the corner of Main and Boone when I was in the 5th or 

6th grade -- my teacher said, “I know what you all are going to do -- 

your dad is going to build a big fine house right in the middle of town!” 

I didn’t say a word, but I knew what he was doing -- he wanted a 

congregation established that was loyal only to Christ and His Word! 

e. “The church exists in Campton because of him -- he’s my hero; he 

(along with Tom Caudill) went out on a limb, bought property not 

knowing how it would be paid.” 

f. They constantly attended Gospel Meetings, Lectures, and Summer 

Series -- WHY? To encourage others; to support the work of the 

Church, and to grow personally! 

g. He wanted everyone to know about Christ, His Church, and His Truth! 

 

3. He was a family man -- loved mom, Paul and me, our wives, and the 

grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

a. Mom: 

1. “First thing -- helping me to become a Christian. 

2. “His dedication for the Lord and influence for people -- his family 

& others.” 

3. “Absolutely loved me and was loyal to me!” 

4. “Wonderful blessing of working together and being side by side for 

67 years!” 

b. He deeply loved us, taught us, and encouraged us, even if he wasn’t a 

touchy-feely, huggy guy! 

c. You never worried about him running around on mom, not being home, 

or not providing for his family -- he was a man loyal to his family! 

 

4. Man of conviction! 

a. “He was always the same.” 

b. Well, HE WAS A ROGERS! 

c. Alec Rogers: “If he thought something was right, there was nothing or 

no one that could stop him from doing something he thought was 

right!” 

d. He was on the housing authority from Feb. 14, 1963 - Jan. 1, 2006. He 

was responsible for buying the property. He was always the chairman of 

that authority and was deeply respected by those on the authority. He 
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quit the Stanton Housing Authority in 2006 after 43 years when they 

were told by the government they had to open their apartments to 

people living together. 

1. He didn’t believe it; he would not be party to it! 

2. Like Peter, he believed, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

Ac. 5:29 

 

5. Respected man of Powell County (He was grateful to be a part of the Powell 

County family. He loved living there; he loved that community and that 

county.) 

a. Good man! 

1. “He was SO good to everyone.” 

2. “You dad and mom are salt of the earth people.” 

3. “He was a fine dude; they don’t make them like him any more.” 

4. “He was a most gracious and humble man.” 

5. “He was a pillar of this community -- there are 5 or 6 I could 

mention; he is one of them.” 

6. “I never heard anyone say anything bad about him.” 

7. “He was one of the last few good men in this community.” 

8. People of every socio-economic level, ethnic or racial background 

were welcome in his store and were treated with dignity. 

b. Honest. 

1. “He was SO honest -- he sent on lady a bill for .03 (postage was 

.05)! He met Dwain Anderson in the store; gave him a quarter; 

“Someone made a mistake on your ticket.” “Why didn’t you just 

keep it and put it in the till?” “That’s not right.” 

2. I saw him many times be taken advantage of in business; his 

philosophy -- the customer is always right. He would take a loss 

himself rather than mistreat a customer. 

3. Deeply respected by his employees and by his customers. 

c. Hard Working Man! 

1. “He was the hardest working man I knew.” 

2. He was stronger than most of us who were in younger generations. 

3. He didn’t believe in doing things easy -- hard work is good for 

you! 

4. Paul and I were taught a serious work ethic! 

5. Crawford Rogers: “I have never seen anybody work harder (at 

church they had to quit announcing work that needed to be done 

because he would be there even when he was not able.”) 

d. So interested in people. 

1. “He was a good man; he was with my dad when he died.” 

2. They constantly visited the Funeral Homes! 

3. “They visited the nursing home for a devotional every Friday!” 

e. Barnabas: 

1. Encourager. 

2. So many talked about how dad encouraged them. 

3. “They were Aquila and Priscilla.” 
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4. Jerry Carmichael -- urged him to preach. 

5. Michael Knox -- “One of his greatest accomplishments was the 

encouragement and making of preachers. In large part, it is because 

of Jesse and Louise that I’m preaching today. II Tim. 2.2 

6. In 4-H -- “Your parents are wonderful people -- they encouraged 

my daughter; she is now a special needs teacher.” 

7. A wife told me about dad teaching her husband to read music and 

to lead singing. 

f. Straight Shooter: 

1. Jerry Carmichael -- Dad & others encouraged Jerry to preach. The 

first time Jerry preached dad said, “You need to work on that 

grammar!” Years later when dad heard Jerry preach he said, “You 

finally came around on that grammar.” 

2. Jerry Barker came to try to get a job -- he had a pony tail and a 

beard; he had not cut his hair or shaved in 13 years. Dad said, “I 

can’t hire you looking like that. If you will clean up a little and 

look like something, I might consider giving you a job.” He got his 

hair cut and came back the next day; dad hired him. “They taught 

him how to read and right. He was the most honest and best man I 

ever worked for.” 

3. Urged people living in sin to repent. 

4. Told many of us things we needed to change; it may have been 

resented or rejected; his guidance was right!!! 

 

 

C. Dad Left Us The Greatest Gift He Could Have Left Us! 

1. He left us absolute hope in his spiritual condition! 

a. Dad lived for Jesus and died in Jesus knowing “All would be well!” 

b. I Cor. 15:19 “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 

men the most pitiable.” 

 

2. A good name. 

a. Pr. 22:1 “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving 

favor rather than silver and gold.” 

b. Remember what Solomon said about the “Virtuous Woman.” Pr. 31:28 

“Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he 

praises her:” 

c. We are proud to call Jesse Rogers “dad!” 

 

 

D. I Pray I Can Live A Life That Honors My Father! 
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IV. Questions: 

A. (Slide #8)  “Dad, What Are You Leaving Your Children?” 

 

 

B. (Slide #9)  “Mom, What Are You Leaving Your Children?” 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #10)  Our Great Heavenly Father! 

A. I Am SO Grateful For My Earthly Father; I Am SO MUCH MORE GRATEFUL 

For My Heavenly Father To Whom My Dad Pointed Me! 

1. Young People -- Respect And Obey Your Parents -- Col. 3:20 “Children, 

obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.” 

 

2. Mt. 7:9-11 “Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, 

will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 
11If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who 

ask Him!” 

 

3. Mt. 23:9 “Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, 

He who is in heaven.” 

 

4. I Jn. 3:1 “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that 

we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 

because it did not know Him.” 

 

5. When we repent -- leave sin and the world -- and turn to God, He becomes 

our Father! II Cor. 6:17,18 “Therefore ‘Come out from among them And be 

separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive 

you.’ 18‘I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, 

Says the LORD Almighty.’” 

 

 

B. Worship Your Heavenly Father! Jn. 4:23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the 

Father is seeking such to worship Him.” 

1. My heavenly Father is not a mortal parent; He is a Divine Father! 

 

2. He deserves worship! 

 

3. He deserves our thanks! 

a. Eph. 5:20 “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 

b. Col. 1:12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 
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c. Col. 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

 

 

C. Communicate With Him -- “Our Father in Heaven!” Mt. 6:9 

 

 

D. I Look Forward To Praising My Heavenly Father Along With My Dad Forever! 

 

 

E. (Slide #11)  “What Are You Leaving Your Children?” Are You Preparing Them 

To Meet God? 


