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DO WE JUDGE A PERSON BY ONE 

SINFUL ACT? 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. This Is A VERY Important Lesson For The Christian. 

 

 

B. We Face This Situation Often! 

 

 

C. How Do You React When A Person Has Sinned? 

 

 

D. Is Forgiveness Easy For You? 

 

 

E. How Do You Feel About A Person When He/She Has Sinned? 

 

 

F. Does Their Sin Define Them For Life? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Some Sinners Are KNOWN FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES 

(Even As Long As The World Stands) By Their Sins! 

A. (Slide #3)  Sodomites: 

1. Gen. 13:10-13 

a. Sodom -- a city of abundant blessings -- Gen. 13:10 “it was well 

watered everywhere…..like the garden of the LORD,” 

b. It was a city of gross wickedness -- Gen. 13:13 “But the men of Sodom 

were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD.” 

 

2. When God sent two angels to Lot’s house in Sodom, Gen. 19:1, the men of 

the city surrounded the house and demanded that Lot allow them to have 

homosexual relations with his two guests. Gen. 19:2-5 

 

3. Jude describes the fornication of the Sodomites: Jude 1:7 “as Sodom and 

Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having 

given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are 

set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
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4. Ezekiel describes other sins of the Sodomites: Ezekiel 18:49 “Look, this 

was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, 

fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the 

hand of the poor and needy.” 

 

5. Israel and Judah were living as Sodom had lived! Jer. 23:13,14 “And I have 

seen folly in the prophets of Samaria: They prophesied by Baal And caused 

My people Israel to err. 14Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of 

Jerusalem: They commit adultery and walk in lies; They also strengthen the 

hands of evildoers, So that no one turns back from his wickedness. All of 

them are like Sodom to Me, And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.” 

 

6. As Jeremiah contemplated the coming destruction of Judah by Babylon, he 

reflected on God’s judgment on Sodom. Lam. 4:6 “The punishment of the 

iniquity of the daughter of my people Is greater than the punishment of the 

sin of Sodom, Which was overthrown in a moment, With no hand to help 

her!” 

 

7. Peter described that destruction: II Pet. 2:6 “and turning the cities of Sodom 

and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an 

example to those who afterward would live ungodly;” 

 

8. And the Genesis account explains what happened. Gen. 19:24 “Then the 

LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the 

LORD out of the heavens.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Ahab And Jezebel. 

1. As you read about their lives, you wonder if Ahab would have been a 

different man if he had not married Jezebel. 

 

2. I Ki. 21:25 “But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do 

wickedness in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife stirred him 

up.” 

 

3. Their lives were constantly intertwined with idolatry, covetousness, murder, 

hatred of God’s prophets, and fornication. 

 

4. I Kings 16 - II Kings 9 gives a history of their lives. 

 

5. Do you know ANYONE who named their son or daughter Ahab or Jezebel 

today? 
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C. (►)  Jeroboam. 

1. He is the enemy of Solomon who rebelled and fled to Egypt, I Ki. 11:26 and 

later returned and took 10 of the 12 tribes away from Solomon’s foolish son 

Rehoboam. 

 

2. He immediately showed total disrespect for God and His Will! I Ki. 12:25-

32 

a. He set up 2 calves (idols) for Israel to worship. 

b. He told the people to worship in Dan and Bethel instead of at the God-

ordained city of Jerusalem. 

c. He instituted a different priesthood; they were evil men and they were 

not Levites. 

d. He set up a new day of worship; 1 month later than the God-ordained 

day. 

 

3. For the rest of the existence of Israel, kings were described as “following in 

the wicked ways of Jeroboam!” 

 

4. Do you know anyone who has named their son Jeroboam? I do not. 

 

 

D. (►)  Judas. 

1. Here was one of the Lord’s 12 Apostles. 

 

2. He had an evil heart! 

a. When Martha anointed Jesus with VERY EXPENSIVE perfume, Jn. 

12:1-3, Judas was irate! “Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 

Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, 5‘Why was this fragrant oil 

not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?’ 6This he said, 

not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the 

money box; and he used to take what was put in it.” 

b. He was willing to betray the Lord for money! Mk. 14:10 “Then Judas 

Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to 

them.” They were GLAD to give him money! Lk. 22:5 

c. He led soldiers to Jesus as if they were arresting a violent criminal! Mt. 

26:47 “And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the 

twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the 

chief priests and elders of the people.” 

d. Even though he was sorry and returned the 30 pieces of silver to the 

Temple Mt. 27:3, he was not penitent; rather he committed suicide! Ac. 

1:16-18 

 

3. Do you know anyone who has named their son Judas? 
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E. Yes, Some Sinners Are Known FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES (Even As 

Long As The World Stands) By Their Sins! 

1. And rightfully so! 

 

2. For the heinous nature of their sins and for their lack of repentance, NO 

WONDER! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Some Sinned But Were Forgiven! (They Are Not Known JUST For 

Their Sin) 

A. (Slide #5)  Noah! 

1. He was the great “Preacher of Righteousness.” II Pet. 2:5 

 

2. This godly, obedient man saved his family and the human race from 

annihilation! 

 

3. For 120 years he and his sons built the Ark and pled with their sinful 

neighbors to repent! 

 

4. God spared them and the human race because of Noah’s faith! 

 

5. Yet, after the Flood was over, and perhaps with not a lot of work to do as he 

had before the Flood, he got drunk and was lying naked! Gen. 9:20-27 

 

6. Was he forgiven? Well, he IS in the “Hall of Faith!” Heb. 11:7 

 

 

B. (►)  David -- 3 Sins. 

1. David is a man for whom we have GREAT respect! 

a. He was a godly young man. 

b. We thrill at the stories of him killing a bear and a lion as he guarded his 

father’s sheep. 

c. His faith in upholding the name of God and in fearlessly confronting 

Goliath and killing him with his sling and five smooth stones is 

exhilarating. 

d. He was a great warrior; he was a dynamic king of Israel. 

e. He had intense desire to build the Temple; when God would not allow 

that; he still wanted to gather all of the materials for It so Solomon 

could build It. 

 

2. His ignorance when moving the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. 

a. The Philistine had taken the Ark; however, after 7 months of plagues, 

they put in on a cart and headed the oxen for Israel! I Sa. 5,6 

b. It stayed at Kirjathjearim for the next 20 years. (1 Sa. 7:1,2). 
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c. When excited David tried to bring the Ark to Jerusalem by placing It on 

a new cart, Uzzah was stricken dead for touching the Ark! II Sa. 6:3-7; 

1 Chr. 13:5-10 

d. David was irate and angry at God! II Sa. 6:8 

e. However, after reading the Law, they realized that the Ark of the 

Covenant was to be moved by the Kohathites carrying the Ark by the 

staves on their shoulders (thus they would not touch It!)  

 

3. Adultery with Bathsheba. II Sa. 11 

a. David saw Bathsheba bathing, lusted for her, had her brought to his 

palace, and committed adultery with her. 

b. This one adulterous tryst resulted in Bathsheba’s pregnancy. 

c. David’s devious attempts to cover up his sin. 

1. First he brought Uriah home from the battle, hoping he would sleep 

with his wife and “no one would ever find out about their tryst.” 

Uriah didn’t cooperate; he would not be with his wife if his 

comrades could not be with theirs! 

2. Secondly, he got Uriah drunk and thought he would then go home 

to Bathsheba; it did not work. 

3. Then he sent a message in Uriah’s hand back to Joab; Uriah was 

put in the forefront of the battle; the army drew back and Uriah was 

killed! 

d. When Nathan the prophet confronted David, he repented! II Sa. 12:1-12 

e. Psalms 51 and 32 reveal his agony and plea for forgivingness. 

f. However, because of his sin trouble NEVER LEFT his life and his 

family’s lives! 

 

3. Numbering the people. 

a. This was a sin driven by pride! 

b. David determined to number the people, rejecting Joab’s wise counsel. 

II Sa. 24:1-4 

c. Nine months and 20 days later, the numberings was complete. II Sa. 

24:8 

d. As soon as the numbering was completed, David’s heart smote him 

with intense guilt! II Sa. 24:10 

e. God sent the prophet Gad to David and gave him the choice of three 

punishments -- 3 years of famine; 3 months to flee their enemies, or 3 

days of pestilence. II Sa. 24:11-13; I Chr. 21;9-12 

f. David fell upon the mercy of God; God sent a pestilence that killed 

70,000 of David soldiers! II Sa. 24:14-17 

 

4. Was he forgiven? Well, he IS in the “Hall of Faith!” Heb. 11:32 

 

 

C. (►)  Rahab. 

1. She was a harlot who lived in Jericho! Josh. 2:1 
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2. She feared the Israelites and their God! 

 

3. Josh. 6:17 “Now the city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it 

and all who are in it. Only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are 

with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.” 

 

4. Josh. 6:23 “And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out 

Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she had. So they 

brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel.” 

 

5. Rahab is in the lineage of Jesus! Mt. 1:5,6 “Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, 

Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6and Jesse begot David the 

king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of 

Uriah.” 

 

6. She is cited as a woman with active faith! Js. 2:25 “Likewise, was not 

Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers 

and sent them out another way?” 

 

7. Was she forgiven? Well, she IS in the “Hall of Faith!” Heb. 11:31 

 

 

D. (►)  Peter -- 4 Sins In 2 Different Circumstances! 

1. He denied the Lord 3 times after His arrest. Mt. 26:69-75 

 

2. As he denied the Lord the third time, Jesus looked him in the eye! Lk. 22:61 

 

3. He went out and wept bitterly! Mt. 26:75 

 

4. Later, when he came to Antioch, he fellowshipped with the Gentile 

brethren; when his Jewish friends from Jerusalem came to Antioch, he 

separated himself from the Gentiles. Paul chastised Peter for his hypocrisy! 

Gal. 2:11-21 

 

5. Was he forgiven? 

a. Jesus lovingly led him to repentance after his 3 denials and his 

overwhelming shame! Jn. 21:15-19 

b. Several years later God used him to write two epistles -- I and II Peter. 

 

 

E. (►)  John Mark. 

1. Paul and Barnabas took John Mark on the First Missionary Journey. 

 

2. After travelling across Cyprus, they sailed up to Asia Minor. In Pamphylia, 

John Mark left and returned to Jerusalem. 

 

3. Why? Was he afraid? Was he homesick? Was he just immature? 
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4. When Paul and Barnabas discussed the possibility of a Second Missionary 

Journey, they had a huge disagreement about John Mark. Paul was not about 

to relent and take him again. Thus Paul and Barnabas went on separate trips. 

 

5. Did he sin? We are not told that. Was he mature? Well, something changed 

because later Paul asked for him. II Ti. 4:11 

 

 

F. When You Think Of These Names, What FIRST Comes To Your Mind? 

1. Noah? ARK! 

 

2. David -- Shepherd boy, Goliath, KING! 

 

3. Rahab -- Gentile of Jericho; faith! 

 

4. Peter -- Apostle who taught first Jews and first Gentiles to come into the 

Church! 

 

5. John Mark -- Evangelist. 

 

 

G. What Is The FIRST Thing That Comes To Your Mind When One Has: 

1. Said a hateful word to you? 

 

2. Lied to you? 

 

3. Gotten drunk? 

 

4. Quit attending worship for a while? 

 

5. Denied the Lord? 

 

6. Cursed? 

 

7. Acted Immaturely? 

 

 

H. Is That All You Think About Them In The Future Every Time You See Them? 

 

 

I. Oh, How Would You Like For Others To Treat YOU The Way You Treat 

Them? 

1. Mt. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.” 
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2. Mt. 6:14,15 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #6)  Do You Judge A Person By One Sin? 

A. Honestly Ask Yourself, “Do I?” 

 

 

B. Mt. 7:1-5 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For with what judgment you 

judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured 

back to you. 3And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not 

consider the plank in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let 

me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 
5Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” 

 

 

C. There Is A HUGE Difference In Committing One Act Of Sin And Continuing 

To Sin! 

1. John talks about Christians committing individual acts of sin. 

a. I Jn. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin.” 

b. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

c. I Jn. 2:1,2 “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you 

may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous. 2And He Himself is the propitiation for our 

sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

 

2. John also talks about people continuing to “live in sin.” 

a. I Jn. 3:6 “Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has 

neither seen Him nor known Him.” [ESV “No one who abides in him 

keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 

known him.”] 

b. I Jn. 3:9 “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed 

remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 

[ESV “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed 

abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born 

of God.”] 

c. I Jn. 5:18 “We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he 

who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not 

touch him.” [ESV “We know that everyone who has been born of God 

does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, 

and the evil one does not touch him.”] 
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d. One who keeps on sinning is not truly converted, is not faithful to 

Christ, and has not truly been born again! 

 

 

D. Are You Guilty Of Berating, Brow-Beating, And Discouraging And 

Disheartening One Who Has Sinned? 

 

 

E. Our Goal Should Be To Help Restore And Revive One Who Has Sinned! 

1. Gal. 6:1 “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest 

you also be tempted.” 

 

2. Js. 5:19,20 “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and 

someone turns him back, 20let him know that he who turns a sinner from the 

error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” 

 

3. When one confesses sin, we should pray for him! Js. 5:16 “Confess your 

trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 

 

4. Do all you can to help them come to Christ for forgiveness! 

 

 

F. I Realize That Some Sins Will Define A Person For The Rest Of Their Life! 

1. See Point I in this lesson. 

 

2. However, be willing to do all that you can to bring sinners to penitence and 

restoration! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #7)  Encouragements: 

A. Concerning Sins In Our Own Lives: 

1. One Sin Does Not Have To Define WHO YOU ARE! 

 

2. You CAN BE FORGIVEN! 

 

 

B. Concerning Sins In The Lives Of Others: 

1. Do Not Define Others By One Sin In Their Life! 

 

2. Be Careful About Judging Others; You May Believe They Have Sinned 

When They Did Not! (That can be SO disheartening to them!) 

 

 

C. For All Of Us: Sin ALWAYS Has Consequences! 
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1. Sins grasp can be a death hold upon us! 

 

2. Sin can take you further than you ever dreamed you would go and keep you 

longer than you ever imagined possible! 

 

3. Our choices have serious consequences. (Terrible consequences can follow 

in our own lives and in the lives of our families the rest of our lives! 

a. Unwanted children. 

b. Divorce and the subsequent personal animus that can consume the 

divorcee as well as the emotional devastation of children. 

c. Disease. --(Some cancers; STD’s; much of the AIDS cases) 

d. Distrust (from mates, children, families, employers, by society -- sex 

offenders, or by family, business and society for embezzlers). 

e. Inconveniences (sex offenders can have a terrible time finding a place 

to live). 

f. Addictions -- to drugs, to promiscuity, to pornography, or to fornication 

or adultery -- they can literally consume us and bring lifelong and 

eternal consequences. 

g. Loss of jobs -- a preacher commits fornication and loses his job. 

h. Embarrassment -- for ourselves, our mates, and our children! 

i. Rejection for future employment -- a High School or College student 

posts things on social media that causes employers to refuse to hire 

him; a Gospel Preacher destroys his career and his passion to preach 

because he will not be hired! 

j. A NUMBED conscience -- even to the point of NO 

CONSCIOUSNESS for sin! 

k. Hatred that produces absolutely FOOLISH affirmations -- “His blood 

be on us and on our children.” Mt. 27:25 

 

4. And We All Have To Live With The Knowledge Of Past Sin, Guilt, And 

“Why Did I Do That?” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Be Fair; Be Forgiving To Those Who Commit Sin. 

 

 

B. Even If One Has Gotten Caught Up In A Life Of Sin For Years, If He Repents, 

Help Him Be Restored! As A Penitent, Hopefully His Who Life Will Not Be 

Defined By His Sin. 

 

 

C. Treat Others Like You Would Want To Be Treated After You Sin! 


