
 1 

 

 

 

 

“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE 

#21 -- THE PLANNING OF, 

BUILDING OF, AND COMPLETION 

OF THE TABERNACLE.” 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Texts: Exodus 25-40 

 

 

B. This Structure Was Going To Be The Centerpiece Of Israel’s Worship And 

Their Focus Spiritually For Nearly The Next 500 Years. 

 

 

C. This Was A Tremendously Significant Event And Structure In Israel’s History! 

 

 

 

I. (►)  Plans For The Tabernacle -- The Pattern. Ex. 25-31 

A. (►)  The People Were To Make Freewill Offerings To Prepare For Building 

The Tabernacle. Ex 25:1-9 

1. They were to make willing (voluntary) offerings. 2 

a. Most of the materials came from the riches the Egyptians had given 

them. Ex. 12:35,36 

b. Some may have been spoils of the battle with the Amalekites. Ex. 17:8-

13 

2. This was for the purpose of building God a sanctuary (the Holy Place) 

where He would dwell among Israel. 

 

3. God gave them A PATTERN for the Tabernacle and Its Furniture. 

a. 25:9 “According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the 

tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make 

it.” 

b. 25:40 After giving the details of the Lampstand, God said, “And see to 

it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on 

the mountain.” 

c. 26:30 “And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern 

which you were shown on the mountain.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Furniture Items: Chapter 25 

1. (►)  The Ark of the Covenant. 25:10-22 
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a. (Slide #3)  It was a small chest made of acacia wood (hard, orangish-

brown) and overlaid with pure gold inside and outside. 10,11 

b. It was 45” long, 27” wide, and 27” high. 10 

c. It had rings in each corner so long poles could be put through the rings 

and the Kohathites who carried it would not touch it! 11-15 

d. They would put the Testimony IN It! 16,21 (This refers to the Book of 

the Law -- Dt. 31:26,27; Ex. 31:18) 

e. The top of the Ark of the Covenant was called the ‘Mercy Seat.” 17; 

26:34 (It means “to cover” -- it covered the Ark; it symbolized the 

coving of sin -- atonement; propitiation) 

1. Two cherubim were at each end on the top of the Ark facing each 

other. 18-20 

2. God would speak to Israel from the Mercy Seat. 22. He did to 

Moses; then to Aaron as the High Priest. 

f. It was to be placed inside the Holy of Holies, or the Most Holy Place. 

 

2. (Slide #4)  The Table Of Showbread (Table Of The Presence -- NIV, 

ESV) 25:23-30 

a. (Slide #5)  It was made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. 

23,24 

b. It was 36” long, 18” wide, and 27” high. 23 

c. It was overlaid with gold; it had a 3-4” border around its top edge. 25 

c. It also had rings in each corner so poles could be used to carry it! 26-28 

d. Dishes, pans, pitchers, and bowls were also made of gold. 

e. It sat in the Holy Place, just inside the outer curtain on the north side of 

the Holy Place. 30 

 

3. (Slide #6)  The Lampstand Or Candlestick. 25:31-40 

a. (Slide #7)  It was also made of pure gold; all its shafts, bowls, knobs, 

and flowers were gold. 31 

b. It had six branches, three on each side of the made shaft. 32 

c. It had three bowls like almond blossoms on each branch. 33 

d. The main shaft had four bowls like almond branches. 34-36 

e. It would provide 7 lights for the Holy Place. 37 

f. The wick trimmers and trays were also of gold. 38 

g. It sat in the Holy Place, just inside the outer curtain on the south side of 

the Holy Place. 

 

4. (Slide #8)  The Altar Of Burnt Offering. 27:1-8 

a. (Slide #9)  It was made of acacia wood and overlaid with brass. 1,2 

b. It was 7 ½’ x 7 ½’ x 4 ½’ tall. 1 

c. It had horns on all four corners. 2 

d. The pans, shovels, basins, forks, and firepans were also made of brass. 

3 

e. It had a grate made of bronze; it had rings at each corner; it sat on the 

ledge inside the altar about one-half was between its top and its bottom. 

4,5 
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f. It had rings at each corner; it was carried by two brass poles that went 

through the rings. 6-8 

 

5. (Slide #10)  The Altar Of Incense. 30:1-10 

a. (Slide #11)  It was made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. 1 

b. It was 18” x 18” x 36” high. 2 

c. It had horns on the corners and a molding around the top. 3 

d. It also had rings in each corner so gold poles could be used to carry it! 

4,5 

e. It sat just before the veil. 6 

f. The High Priest would burn sweet incense on it every morning and 

attend to the lamps of the Lampstand; in the evening, he would burn 

incense upon it. 7,8 

g. They were not allowed to burn any strange incense upon it or to offer a 

burnt offering, grain offering, or a drink offering on it. 9 

h. Once a year the High Priest would make atonement upon it with a sin 

offering of atonement. 10 

 

6. (Slide #12)  The Laver. 30:17-21 

a. (Slide #13)  It was made of bronze. 17 

b. It sat in front of the Tabernacle, between the Altar of Burnt Offering 

and the Tabernacle. 18 

c. The priests were to use the water in it to wash their hands and feet 

before entering the Tabernacle. 19 

d. They were to wash before entering the Tabernacle or before offering a 

sacrifice on the Altar. 20 

e. If they did not wash, they would die! 20,21 

 

7. (Slide #14)  Placement of the Furniture. 34,35 

a. The Ark of the Covenant with the Mercy Seat on top -- in the Most 

Holy Place. 

b. The items of furniture in the Holy Place -- the Altar of Incense was 

right in front of the veil, Ex. 30:6; the Candlestick was on the south 

side; they Table of Showbread was on the north side. 35 

 

 

C. (Slide #15)  The Tabernacle: Chapter 26 

1. (Slide #16)  It had several layers of coverings. 1-14 

a. (Slide #17)  The Inner Curtains. 1-6 

1. They were made of 10 beautifully colored, linen curtains of blue, 

purple, and scarlet (multi-colored tapestry); they had artistic 

designs of cherubim woven into them. 1 

2. Each curtain was 42’ x 6’. 2 

3. 5 curtains were coupled together; thus you had 2 curtains 42’ x 30’ 

(These curtains came down to 1 cubit from the ground -- 18”). 3 

4. 50 loops were on both curtains; 50 gold clasps connected them 

together. 4-6 
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b. The Goat Hair Covering. 7-13 

1. This covering was made of 11 curtains, each was 45’ x 6’ (This 

curtain hung to the ground). 7,8 

2. 5 curtains were coupled together; the other 6 were coupled; the 6th 

one was for the front of the Tabernacle on the east side of the 

structure. 9 

3. There were 50 loops on both curtains; 50 brass clasps connected 

them together. 10-11 

4. One-half of a curtain would hang over the back of the Tabernacle 

on the west side; a cubit would hang over both sides. 12,13 

c. The Ram Skin Covering. 14 

1. It laid on top of the goat hair covering. 

2. It was dyed red. 

d. The Badger Skin Covering. 14 

1. Different translations suggest this is badger, goat, or seal skin. 

2. It was the outer protect covering. 

3. Some commentators believe there were only 3 coverings and put 

the ram skin and goat skin as the same thing. 

4. However, 25:4,5 seems to suggest that they are different: “blue, 

purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 5ram skins 

dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood;” 

 

2. Its Boards 26:15-29 

a. The boards were made of acacia wood; each board was 15’ x 27”; each 

board had 2 tenons or projections used to hold the boards together. 15-

17 (Josephus suggested that each of these boards may have been 3” 

thick). 

b. The length of the building on the south and north sides was 20 boards 

each held by two sockets at the bottom of the board; thus the walls were 

45’ long x 15’ high. 18-21 

c. Eight boards were on the west side; it was 18’ wide by 15’ high. 22-25 

d. A bar held all the boards together halfway up the wall. 26-29 

 

3. Its Veil. 26:31-33 

a. It was made of beautiful colors of blue, purple, and scarlet; it had 

cherubim woven into it. 31 

b. It divided the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 33 

 

4. The Door Hanging. 26:36,37 

a. It also was made of beautiful colors of blue, purple, and scarlet; with 

fine linen embroidery. 

b. It was held up by five pillars overlaid with gold; they sat it five bases of 

brass. 
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E. The Courtyard, Boundary, And Gate. 27:9-15 

1. It was 150’ long x 75’ wide; it was 7 ½’ high. 9,12, 18 

 

2. There were 20 pillars on the north and south sides; (they were about 5 cubits 

or 7 ½’ apart) they had brass sockets, and silver hooks and fillets. 9-11 

 

3. There were 10 pillars on the west side, 12; on the east side the border was 

15 cubits (22 ½’) on each side of the gate; the gate was 30’ wide. 13 

 

4. The gate was made of blue, purple, and scarlet with fine linen embroidery. 

16,17 

 

 

F. Instruments (Utensils And Pegs) -- They Were Made Of Brass. 27:19 

 

 

G. Oil -- It Was Pure Olive Oil; It Was Used To Light The Holy Place On The 

Lampstand. 27:20,21 

 

 

H. (Slide #18)  The Priests: 

1. (Slide #19)  Their clothing. Chapter 28 

a. They made a breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a woven [embroidered) 

tunic, a mitre [turban], and a sash [girdle or belt] for Aaron, the High 

Priest. 4 

b. The ephod: 5-14 

1. It was like an apron; it had shoulder straps. 

2. It was made of beautiful gold, blue, purple, and scarlet materials 

and had fine linen embroidery. 

3. Two onyx stones were on the top of the shoulders (the names of 

the 12 tribes were engraved on them; they were listed in the order 

of their birth!) 

c. The breastplate: 15-30 

1. It was used to make judgments. 15 

2. It was made of beautiful gold, blue, purple, and scarlet materials 

and had fine linen embroidery. 15 

3. It was about a 9” square. 16 

4. It had four rows of stones, three stones per row. 17-20 The names 

of the tribes were on the stone. 21 

5. Chains held the breastplate to the shoulder straps; blue cords held it 

to the ephod at the bottom. 22-28 

6. The Urim and Thummin, two stones, were kept it the Breastplate. 

30. They were used to receive revelation of God’s Will when 

decisions had to be made (like casting lots) I Sa. 28:6; Ez. 2:63 
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d. Other High Priestly garments:31-43 

1. A blue robe that was under the ephod. 31 

a. It had a hole for the High Priest’s head. 32 

b. Its hem had pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, all 

around its hem, and bells of gold between the pomegranates. 

Whenever the High Priest moved, he could be heard. 33-35 

2. A gold plate engraved with “Holiness To The Lord” for the front of 

the turban. 

e. Tunics and sashes, turbans or hats, and linen trousers for Aaron’s sons. 

40-43 

 

2. Their consecration. Chapter 29:1-37 

a. Aaron and his sons were to come to the door of the Tabernacle and 

Moses was to wash them 4, they were to put on their garments 5-9, 

Aaron was to be anointed as the High Priest 7, and sacrifices were to be 

made to consecrate them 10-34. 

b. They were to eat the meal of consecration. 31-34 

c. The consecration would take seven days. 35 

 

3. The daily offerings that the priests were to make at the Tabernacle are 

described. 29:38-46 

 

4. The anointing oil. 30:22-33 

 

5. The incense. 30:34-38 

 

 

E. The Builders Of All The Items For The Tabernacle And The Tabernacle Itself -- 

Bezaleel And Aholiab. Chapter 31:1-11 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #20)  The Building Of The Tabernacle. Ex. 35-39 

A. (►)  The Israelites Prepare For Building The Tabernacle. Ex. 35:4-36:7 

1. They were asked to make freewill offerings for all of the necessary 

materials. 4-9 

 

2. Gifted people were called to come forward and make all of the items 

necessary to build the Tabernacle. 10-18 

 

3. The people went away, collected all the items, and brought them to Moses! 

19-29 

a. A great description of their hearts: 

1. “Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose 

spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD’S offering for the 

work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the 

holy garments.” 21 
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2. 29 “The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the LORD, 

all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring 

material for all kinds of work which the LORD, by the hand of 

Moses, had commanded to be done.” 

b. Men and women participated. 22, 25, 26, 29 

 

4. (►)  Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab to prepare all the items for the 

Tabernacle. They trained others how to build the items.30-35; 36:1-7 

 

5. The people brought so much that Moses had to command them to STOP 

bringing any more items! 

a. Bezalel and Aholiab told Moses, “and they spoke to Moses, saying, 

‘The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work 

which the LORD commanded us to do.’” 36:5 

b. Moses’ command: “So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it 

to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, ‘Let neither man nor 

woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.’ And the 

people were restrained from bringing, 7for the material they had was 

sufficient for all the work to be done--indeed too much.” 36:6,7 

 

 

B. Building Of The Tabernacle -- Its Boards, Connectors, And Covers. 36:8-38 

 

 

C. Making The Ark Of The Covenant. 37:1-9 

 

 

D. Making The Table Of Showbread. 37:10-16 

 

 

E. Making The Lampstand. 37:17-24 

 

 

F. Making The Altar Of Incense. 37:25-28 

 

 

G. Making The Anointing Oil And Incense. 37:29 

 

 

H. Making The Altar Of Burnt Offering. 38:1-7 

 

 

I. Making The Bronze Laver. 38:8 

 

 

J. Making The Courtyard Boundary. 38:9-20 
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K. The Inventory Of All The Gold, Silver, And Bronze That Was Used In Building 

The Tabernacle. 38:21-31 

 

 

L. Making The Priests Garments. 39:1 

 

 

M. Making The Garments Of The High Priest: 39:2-31 

1. The Ephod 2-7 

 

2. The Breastplate 8-21 

 

3. The Robe, Turban, And Plate for the Turban. 22-31 

 

 

N. (Slide #21)  All The Items For The Tabernacle Were Made And Brought To 

Moses. 39:32-43 

1. 32 “Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished. 

And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD had 

commanded Moses; so they did.” 

 

2. 42,43 “According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the 

children of Israel did all the work. 43Then Moses looked over all the work, 

and indeed they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, just so they had 

done it. And Moses blessed them.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #22)  The Erection Of The Tabernacle. Ex. 40 

A. (►)  God Commanded Moses To Set Up The Tabernacle According To His 

Pattern. 40:1-8 

 

 

B. He Was Commanded To Anoint The Tabernacle And All Of Its Items. 40:9-11 

 

 

C. He Was To Consecrate Aaron As The High Priests And His Sons As Priests. 

40:12-15 

 

 

D. (►)  Moses Set Up The Tabernacle Just As God Commanded. 40:16-33 

1. 16 “Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, 

so he did.” 

 

2. 33 “So Moses finished the work.” 
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E. (Slide #23)  The Cloud Covered The Tabernacle; The Glory Of God Filled The 

Tabernacle! Ex. 40:34-38 

1. When the cloud moved, God was directed Israel to move their camp; they 

remained in that camp as long as the cloud was stationary. 34-37 

 

2. The cloud was above the Tabernacle during the day; fire was above it at 

night. 38 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #24)  Observations From The Planning Of, Building Of, And Erection Of 

The Tabernacle. 

A. (►)  God Ordained A Place Where Israel Would Worship Him And Offer 

Sacrifices For Sin. 

 

 

B. (►)  The Israelites Were SO GENEROUS In Giving All The Materials For 

Building The Tabernacle! 

 

 

C. (Slide #25)  God Gave A VERY SPECIFIC PATTERN; Moses And Israel 

Meticulously Followed The Pattern. 

 

 

D. (►)  With The Erection Of The Tabernacle, God’s Glory And Communion With 

Israel Was Clearly Evident! 

1. This would continue through the 40 years of Wilderness Wandering, into 

the Promised Land at Shiloh during the days of Joshua, through the 400 

years of the Judges, through the kingships of Saul and David who brought It 

to Jerusalem, and until Solomon built the Temple. 

 

2. They could see and know that God was their God! 

 

 

E. (►)  The Israelites Thrilled To Come And Worship God! 

1. The “Pilgrimage Psalms” or “Psalms Of Ascent” give great insight into their 

eagerness to worship Him, their joy to be there, and their reliance upon 

God! 

 

2. Examples: 

a. Ps. 121:1 “I will lift up my eyes to the hills—From whence comes my 

help?” 

b. Ps. 122:1,2 “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house 

of the LORD.’ 2Our feet have been standing Within your gates, O 

Jerusalem!” 
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c. Ps. 125:1,2 “Those who trust in the LORD Are like Mount Zion, Which 

cannot be moved, but abides forever. 2As the mountains surround 

Jerusalem, So the LORD surrounds His people From this time forth and 

forever.” 

d. Ps. 132:13 “For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His 

dwelling place:” 

e. Ps. 133:3 “It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the 

mountains of Zion; For there the Lord commanded the blessing—Life 

forevermore.” 

 

 

F. (Slide #26)  The Tabernacle And Later The Temple Were A Type Of The 

Messiah’s Sacrifice, Kingdom, And Atonement! 

1. God declares those buildings to be a “Type” of greater events in the New 

Covenant. 

a. “For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are 

copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 

of God for us;” Heb. 9:24 

b. Heb. 9:23 “Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in 

the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things 

themselves with better sacrifices than these.” 

c. Heb. 8:5 “who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as 

Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the 

tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all things according to the 

pattern shown you on the mountain.’” 

 

2. The rooms of the Tabernacle and Temple as “Types” of the N.T. Realities, 

the “Antitypes!” 

a. The Holy Place prefigures the Church of Christ! 

b. The Most Holy Place prefigures Heaven! 

 

3. The furniture of the Tabernacle and Temple as “Types” of the N.T. 

Realities, the “Antitypes!” 

a. The furniture OUTSIDE the Holy Place: 

1. (►)  The Altar of Burnt Offering is the “type” prefiguring Christ as 

He was killed and shed His Blood. 

2. (►)  The Laver is the “type” prefiguring baptism; one must be 

“cleansed” before he can enter the “Holy Place”, the Church. 

b. (►)  The Holy Place is a “type” of the Church. 

c. The furniture INSIDE the Holy Place. 

1. (►)  The Table of Showbread or the Table of Meeting is the “type” 

prefiguring the “antitype” the Lord’s Supper, communion when 

Christians gather together in fellowship in the Church. 

2. (►)  The Candlestick is the “type” prefiguring the “antitype”, the 

Word of God. The Candlestick gave light to Holy Place; the Word 

of God gives God’s light to the Church. 
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3. (►)  The Altar of Incense is the “type” prefiguring the “antitype” 

the prayers of God’s people ascending from the Church and 

coming into the Most Holy Place and the presence of God 

Almighty! 

d. (Slide #27)  The Most Holy Place was a “type” of Heaven! 

e. The furniture in the Most Holy Place. 

1. (►)  The Ark of the Covenant is the “type” prefiguring the 

“antitype” of God’s presence in Heaven. 

2. (►)  The Mercy Seat, the top of the Ark of the Covenant, is the 

“type” prefiguring the “antitype” of Heaven where sin is atoned by 

the Blood of the precious Lamb. God’s grace is extended and 

sinners are forgiven by the Blood of the sacrificed Lamb. 

4. How we can see the plan of the Godhead prefigured through the Tabernacle 

but pointing to the GREAT REALITY -- Christ, the power of His Blood, 

the Church, and Heaven. 

 

5. The reality: 

a. (►)  “But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with 

the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, 

not of this creation. 12Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with 

His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 

obtained eternal redemption.” Heb. 9:11,12 

b. Heb. 9:27,28 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this 

the judgment, 28so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To 

those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart 

from sin, for salvation.” 

 

6. (Slide #28)  Picture Of The Type And The Antitype. 


