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2017 BUDGET SUNDAY -- 

PRINCIPLES OF ACCEPTABLE 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP! 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Today Is Budget Sunday For 2017. 

 

 

B. This Is An Important Day As We Have Been Presented The Budget For This 

Year And As We Learn The Implications Of That Budget. 

 

 

C. Sermon Thoughts: “Principles Of Acceptable Christian Stewardship.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  “NEVER Be STINGY With God!” 

A. I Cor. 16:2 “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, 

storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” 

1. The sense of the Greek text is “in whatever he is being prospered.” 

 

2. The KJV gives a sense of reminding ourselves that GOD is the giver of all 

of our blessings! “as God hath prospered him.” 

 

 

B. II Cor. 9:7 “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 

of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

 

 

C. You CAN Be Stingy With God; You CAN “ROB” God! 

1. Israel was doing that! Mal. 3:8,9 “‘Will a man rob God? Yet you have 

robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and 

offerings. 9You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this 

whole nation.” 

 

2. They were not giving as they had been blessed! 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  See Your Giving As A Great Privilege To Give Back To God! 

 

 

E. If You Are Generous With ANYONE, Be Generous With God! 
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II. (Slide #4)  “Safeguard Your Heart As You Give!” 

A. Seeking Human Praise Is An Ungodly Motive! 

1. Mt. 6:1-4 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, 

to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in 

heaven. 2Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet 

before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 

they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 

reward. 3But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.” 

 

2. You may get praise from men; you get NONE from God! 

 

 

B. Give Willingly! 

1. II Cor. 8:10-14 

a. “desiring to do a year ago” 10 

b. “readiness to desire it” 11 

c. “there is first a willing mind” 12 

 

2. II Cor. 9:1-7 

a. “for I know your willingness” 2 

b. “that it may be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging 

obligation” 5 

c. “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” 7 

 

3. The concept is that we give voluntary, happily, and without begrudging -- 

without reluctance, resentment, or reservation. 

 

 

C. Examples Of The Israelites Who Gave SO Freely! 

1. At the preparation of the Tabernacle. 

a. Ex. 35:21-24 “Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and 

everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD’S 

offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, 

and for the holy garments. 22They came, both men and women, as many 

as had a willing heart, and brought earrings and nose rings, rings and 

necklaces, all jewelry of gold, that is, every man who made an offering 

of gold to the LORD. 23And every man, with whom was found blue, 

purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats' hair, red skins of rams, 

and badger skins, brought them. 24Everyone who offered an offering of 

silver or bronze brought the LORD’S offering. And everyone with 

whom was found acacia wood for any work of the service, brought it.” 
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b. Ex. 35:29 “The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the 

LORD, all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring 

material for all kinds of work which the LORD, by the hand of Moses, 

had commanded to be done.” 

c. The people of Israel were SO generous in their giving: “So they 

continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning.” Ex. 36:3 

d. They gave so much that Bezalel and Aholiab told Moses, “The people 

bring much more than enough for the service of the work which the 

LORD commanded us to do.” Ex. 36:5 

e. Ex. 36:6-7 “So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be 

proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, ‘Let neither man nor woman 

do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.’ And the people 

were restrained from bringing, 7for the material they had was sufficient 

for all the work to be done--indeed too much.” 

 

2. At the building of the Temple. 

a. I Chr. 29:6-9 “Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses, leaders of the 

tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the 

officers over the king’s work, offered willingly. 7They gave for the 

work of the house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics 

of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of 

bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 8And whoever had 

precious stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, 

into the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9Then the people rejoiced, for 

they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had offered 

willingly to the LORD; and King David also rejoiced greatly.” 

b. David’s delight! I Chr. 29:16,17 “O LORD our God, all this abundance 

that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from 

Your hand, and is all Your own. 17I know also, my God, that You test 

the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the 

uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all these things; and 

now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer 

willingly to You.” 

 

 

D. Do Not Focus Upon Others As You Give: 

1. Do not seek to know how much others give! Their giving is between them 

and God! Give as YOU have been blessed! 

 

2. Do not seek men’s praise! 

 

3. Do not focus upon how the money will be spent (I am NOT suggesting that 

we ignore misuse!) God will judge how those who are responsible use the 

funds. 
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III. (Slide #5)  “Give So You Will Receive God’s Promised Blessings!” 

A. God Promises Some AMAZING Blessings For Those Who Are Generous In 

Their Giving! 

1. Pr. 3:9,10 “Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits 

of all your increase; 10So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your 

vats will overflow with new wine.” 

 

2. Pr. 11:25 “The generous soul will be made rich, And he who waters will 

also be watered himself.” 

 

3. Mal. 3:10 “‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food 

in My house, And try Me now in this,’ Says the LORD of hosts, ‘If I will 

not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing 

That there will not be room enough to receive it.’” 

 

4. II Cor. 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every 

good work.” 

 

 

B. Make Sure You Are Giving Out Of Love! 

1. I Cor. 13:3 “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though 

I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” 

 

2. If you give great amounts but do not have love, it profits you nothing! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #6)  “Stewardship Is Required!” 

A. God Has Always Demanded Stewardship Of Blessings! 

1. God is concerned about how we use our blessings! 

 

2. Do we use them wisely? 

 

 

B. Elders Are To Be Stewards! 

1. They are to be stewards of the GREATEST Things -- the Truth and the 

souls of members! 

 

2. Tit. 1:7 “For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God,” 

 

3. They are to be wise in their approach toward finances just as they care about 

spiritual stewardship. 

 

4. Lk. 16:10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and 

he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” 
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C. Circumstances Change Throughout Life; All These Circumstances Provide 

Different Opportunities In Giving! 

1. Jesus praised the widow who gave her 2 mites, all that she had! 

a. Mk. 12:41-44; Lk. 21:1-4 

b. He uses her as an example of one who trusted Him totally. 

c. As a widow, she was living in poverty. 

 

2. There is great change that occurs in our lifetimes concerning stewardship! 

 

3. Life changes we face that impact our giving: 

a. Children may have no income -- parents, provide them an opportunity 

to learn and understand -- give them money to put into the collection 

during worship services! 

b. Teens may have a job -- do you remember to give as you have been 

blessed? 

c. College students -- you may have a job; remember the Lord! 

d. Young adults -- first full-time jobs; make sure you learn the grace of 

giving! 

e. Adults -- always think about the Lord and giving before you think about 

wanting more things! 

f. Older adulthood -- this is a prime time of earning; you may give more 

during this time of life than at any other time. 

g. Senior Citizens -- many are living only on Social Security and cannot 

give much; others may have investments and do VERY WELL -- give 

as you are being prospered! 

 

 

D. Our Challenge: 

1. Count Your Blessings; give accordingly! 

 

2. II Cor. 8:7 “see that you abound in this grace also.” 

 

 

 

(Slide #6)  Conclusion: 

A. The Elders Are Determined To Wisely Use The Funds We Give The Lord; They 

Intend To Be Good Stewards. 

 

 

B. As You Give, ALWAYS Give Thankfulness To God! 


