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THE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENT CHURCH! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  “Foundation” Is A Critical Concept! 

1. It is THE basis upon which everything stands! 

 

2. This is true in a building: 

a. The Temple: 

1. Huge stones were cut in a quarry to be used as the foundation of 

Solomon’s Temple! I Ki. 5:17 

2. The whole building rested on those massive foundation stones! 

3. The Temple was 90’ long by 30’ side. II Chr. 3:3 

b. Solomon’s House: 

1. It was a huge structure 150’ long x 75’ wide x 45’ high! I Ki. 7:2 

2. Some of the foundation stones were 15’; others were 12’! I Ki. 

7:10 

c. If you build or buy a house, you want a solid foundation! 

 

3. God’s existence is built upon holy foundations: 

a. Ps. 89:14 “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 

throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.” 

b. Ps. 97:2 “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Today’s Theme: “The Foundation Of The New Testament Church.” 

 

 

C. “Church” In The Bible DOES NOT Refer To A Building; It DOES NOT Refer 

To Different Denominations; It DOES NOT Refer To A Religion That May Call 

Itself “The Universal Church!” 

1. “Church” in the Bible refers to what was prophesied from the beginning of 

the world and what Jesus Christ came here to this earth to purchase. 

 

2. He promised that He would build It! Mt. 16:18 “And I also say to you that 

you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 

Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

 

3. In Heaven’s plans and in Their sight, there is ONLY ONE Church that They 

designed and prophesied and that Jesus built! 
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a. “My Church” Mt. 16:18 

b. “One Church” Eph. 4::4 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #4)  Prophecies About The New Testament Church! 

A. (►)  It Was Planned From Eternity! 

1. Eph. 3:8-11 “To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace 

was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 

of Christ, 9and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 

from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all 

things through Jesus Christ; 10to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of 

God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in 

the heavenly places, 11according to the eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,” 

 

2. Paul was privileged to proclaim Christ and His Church to the world! 

 

3. It had been a “mystery” -- something unknown before because It had not 

been revealed at any time in the history of the world! 

 

4. The Church was a part of God’s eternal plan about Jesus Christ being the 

Savior and Lord! 

 

 

B. (►)  It Would Be A KINGDOM; It Would Come Into Existence In The Days Of 

The Roman Empire. 

1. Dn. 2:44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left 

to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 

and it shall stand forever.” 

 

2. Jesus affirmed to Peter in Mt. 16:18 “And I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

 

3. It is a kingdom in which Jesus as THE King, would have ALL Authority! 

Mt. 28:18 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” 

 

4. He will have that authority as long as the world exists! I Cor. 15:24-26 

“Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 

when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25For He must 

reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26The last enemy that will 

be destroyed is death.” 

 

5. Jesus is THE AUTHORITATIVE HEAD of the Church! 
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a. Eph. 1:22,23 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 

head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of 

Him who fills all in all.”  

b. Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have 

the preeminence.” 

c. This is a HUGE TRUTH -- In the Lord’s Church NO Man, NO Group 

Of Men and NO Group Who Rebels Again Christ’s Authority Have 

ANY Authority Or Right To Change The Church -- It Is A KINGDOM 

RULED BY KING JESUS! 

 

 

C. (►)  It Would Come Into Existence With Supernatural Manifestations! 

1. Joel 2;28-32 “And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My 

Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old 

men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29And also on 

My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those 

days. 30And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and 

fire and pillars of smoke. 31The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the 

moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the 

LORD. 32And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the 

LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 

deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD 

calls.” 

 

2. It came into existence on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2; Peter quoted these 

verses from Joel and proclaimed that the events of Joel 2 were being 

fulfilled that day! Ac. 2:16-21 

 

3. It was not brought into existence based upon men’s beliefs; It was not 

brought about on the teachings of some religious leader; It was 

supernaturally introduced -- THIS IS FROM HEAVEN; THIS IS THE 

LORD’S CHURCH! 

 

 

D. (►)  It Would Be For All People Of All Nations Who Come To Faith In Jesus 

Christ! 

1. Is. 2:2,3 “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of 

the LORD’S house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And 

shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3Many 

people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And 

we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the 

word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” 

a. It would be established in the top of the mountains in Jerusalem! 

b. God’s Law would go forth from Zion (a mountain in Jerusalem!) 

c. The word of the LORD would go forth from Jerusalem! 
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2. In the “Great Commission” Jesus gave to the Apostles just before He 

ascended back to Heaven, He emphasized that the Gospel would be for 

people of ALL nations! 

a. Mt. 28:19,20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.” 

b. The invitation to come to It is offered to ALL mankind! Rev. 22:17 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, 

‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take 

the water of life freely.” 

 

3. It is NOT some regional church, some national religion, or some off-the-

wall cult! It is the Lord’s Church; It is for people of all nations, races, and 

ethnicities who will come to true faith in Jesus and who will submit to Him 

as Lord! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  THE Foundation Of The Church! 

A. Jesus Promised To Build His Church! 

1. (Slide #6)  Mt. 16:13-19 “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea 

Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of 

Man, am?’ 14So they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you 

say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.’ 17Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father who is in heaven. 18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it. 19And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

2. Truths from this text: 

a. Jesus asks the disciples who HE is. 

b. They give men’s answers: “John the Baptizer, Elijah, Jeremiah, or 

another prophet.” 

c. He asks them, “Who do you say that I am?” 

d. Peter’s response: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” 

e. Jesus commended Peter’s answer; man could only know who Jesus was 

by revelation from God the Father! 

f. “You are Peter (a little pebble); upon this great bedrock Truth that you 

have confessed, that I AM the Christ the Son of the Living God, I will 

build My Church! It will be built upon that GREAT FUNDAMENTAL 

TRUTH! 
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g. Jesus’ declaration about His Church: 

1. “I will build MY Church!” 

2. “My Death and going to Hades will not prevent Me from building 

My Church! That is why I came to the Earth!” 

h. “Peter, I will give you the keys to the Kingdom! You will open the 

doors of the Church to Jews (Pentecost, Ac. 2) and to Gentiles (The 

house of Cornelius, Ac. 10). 

i. The Truths that you teach will have already been established by the 

Godhead in Heaven! 

1. “Whatever you may bind on the earth will have already been bound 

in Heaven! And whatever you may loose on earth will have already 

been loosed in Heaven!” 

a. “You” is singular in this passage -- a promise to Peter. 

b. Does this mean that Peter is the head of the Church? NO! 

c. Does it mean that Peter would establish doctrine for the N.T. 

Church? ABSOLUTELY NOT! 

d. Whatever Peter taught was given to Him by the Holy Spirit; it 

had already been ordained in Heaven! 

e. “Bind” -- faith in Christ, baptism, added to the N.T. Church; 

N.T. worship. 

f. “Loosed” -- the Law of Moses; the 10 Commandments; 

worship on the Sabbath Day, Circumcision. 

2. This SAME promise is made to ALL OF THE APOSTLES! 

a. Mt. 18:18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven.” 

1. “You” here is plural -- it refers to ALL of the Apostles. 

2. “Whatever you may bind on the earth will have already 

been bound in Heaven! And whatever you may loose on 

earth will have already been loosed in Heaven!” 

b. Jn. 20:23 “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

1. This conversation occurred on Resurrection Sunday with 

the 10 Apostles when Thomas, for some unknown reason, 

was not with them. 

2. Jesus promise to the Apostles: “To whomever you may 

forgive sins, they have already been forgiven to them; to 

whomever you retain sins, they have already been 

retained.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  I Cor. 3:11 “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which 

is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

1. It CANNOT be built upon ANY man! 

a. (Slide #8)  It is built upon THE Divine Messiah, Jesus Christ! 

b. No mere human is worthy! 
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2. Some of the Corinthian Christians, influenced by Corinthian society that 

exalted men of wisdom like Plato and Aristotle, were exalting men as if 

they were the foundation of their spiritual lives! 

 

3. Thus, Paul asked: 

a. I Cor. 1:12,13 “Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or 

‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’ 1 Is Christ 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name 

of Paul?” 

b. He went on to say, “I thank God that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, 15lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my 

own name.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #9)  Why is Jesus THE FOUNDATION Of The Church? 

1. (►)  Because of His Divine Nature -- He Is The DIVINE Builder! 

a. Jn. 1:1 “the Word was God.” 

b. “Immanuel” -- “God with us!” Mt. 1:23 

c. NO OTHER BEING was qualified to be THE foundation of the 

Church! 

 

2. (►)  Because He is the Promised Messiah! 

a. Peter’s confession was absolutely correct, “Simon Peter answered and 

said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’” Mt. 16:16 

b. I Pet. 1:18-21 “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 

things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 

tradition from your fathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, as 

of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20He indeed was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 

these last times for you 21who through Him believe in God, who raised 

Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are 

in God.” 

c. John, in prison sent a message to Jesus; Jesus responded: “And when 

John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his 

disciples 3and said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look 

for another?’ 4Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the 

things which you hear and see: 5The blind see and the lame walk; the 

lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the 

poor have the gospel preached to them. 6And blessed is he who is not 

offended because of Me.’” Mt. 11:2-6 

d. Andrew told Peter, “We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, 

the Christ).” 

e. The Samaritan woman, impressed by Jesus’ supernatural knowledge, 

said, “‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When 

He comes, He will tell us all things.’” 

f. Ac. 9:22 “But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded 

the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.” 
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3. (►)  Because He Purchased the Church with the Blood He shed on the 

Cross! 

a. Ac. 20:28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” 

b. Every sinner needs the redemption that His Blood provides! Rom. 3:24 

“being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus,” 

c. Eph. 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 

d. Col. 1:14 “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

 

4. (Slide #10)  Because EVERYTHING About The Church Is Based Upon 

Him! 

a. “I will build MY Church!” Mt. 16:18 

b. (Slide #11)  Eph. 2:20 “having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner 

stone,” 

 

5. (Slide #12)  Because His Word is THE basis of Its teaching! 

a. Jn. 14:6 “I am THE Truth!” 

b. Jn. 8:31,32 “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you 

abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32And you shall know 

the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’” 

c. Jn. 12:48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that 

which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the 

last day.” 

d. I Tim. 3:15 “I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct 

yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the 

pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

6. (►)  Because everyone in It was baptized to receive His saving Blood! 

a. Mk. 15:15,16 “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes and is baptized will be 

saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.’” 

b. I Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--

whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been 

made to drink into one Spirit.” (all were baptized being driven by hearts 

of faith!) 

c. When sinners come to faith and are baptized, He adds them to His 

Church! Ac. 2:47 (They do not “join the church of their choice!” When 

you obey Christ, you become a part of HIS CHURCH! 

d. He translates them into His Kingdom! Col. 1:13,14 “He has delivered 

us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the 

Son of His love, 14in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins.” 
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III. (Slide #13)  The Fallacy Of Man-Designed Churches! 

A. They May Claim To Have Faith In Christ; They Were Not Designed By Or Built 

By Him! 

 

 

B. Their Foundation Is Upon THEIR OWN SPIRITUAL BELIEFS, NOT Upon 

Christ’s Divine Truths! 

 

 

C. Men Are Their Heads; They Are On The Ever-Shifting Sands Of The Men’s 

Whims And Upon The Ever-Changing Whims Of Society. 

 

 

D. Their Plans Of Salvation Do Not Provide Obedience To Christ; Their Adherents 

Have Not Contacted The Saving And Redeeming Blood Of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

E. They Offer Hope That Is Unsubstantiated False Hope! 

 

 

F. They Will Not Stand The Scrutiny Of His Judgment On The Day Of Judgment! 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #14)  Jesus Taught About The Significance Of The Foundation For Our 

Spiritual Life! 

1. He told “The Parable of the Wise Man and The Foolish Man!” 

 

2. This was in the “Sermon On The Mount.” Mt. 7:24-27 or Lk. 6:48,49 

a. Mt. 7:24-27 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 
25and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 

on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26But 

everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will 

be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27and the rain 

descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; 

and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

b. Lk. 6:48,49 “He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid 

the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat 

vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was 

founded on the rock. 49But he who heard and did nothing is like a man 

who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the 

stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that 

house was great.” 

 

B. (Slide #15)  Any Person Or Any Church Built On Any Other Foundation Will 

Collapse!!! 


