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“THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST 

AS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Last Week: “The Foundation Of The New Testament Church.” 

1. “Foundation” is a significant concept in a building and in the Church! 

 

2. Jesus is THE foundation of the N.T. Church! 

a. Mt. 16:13-19 

1. Peter confessed that Jesus IS “the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 

2. Jesus commended Peter’s answer; man could only know who Jesus 

was by revelation from God the Father! 

3. “You are Peter (a little pebble); upon this great bedrock Truth that 

you have confessed, that I AM the Christ the Son of the Living 

God, I will build My Church! It will be built upon that GREAT 

FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH! 

4. Jesus’ declaration about His Church: 

a. “I will build MY Church!” 

b. “My Death and going to Hades will not prevent Me from 

building My Church! That is why I came to the Earth!” 

5. “Peter, I will give you the keys to the Kingdom! You will open the 

doors of the Church to Jews (Pentecost, Ac. 2) and to Gentiles 

(The house of Cornelius, Ac. 10). 

6. The Truths that you teach will have already been established by the 

Godhead in Heaven! 

a. Jesus made a promise to Peter: “Whatever you may bind on 

the earth will have already been bound in Heaven! And 

whatever you may loose on earth will have already been 

loosed in Heaven!” 

b. Later He made the same promise to All of the Apostles! Mt. 

18:18 

b. I Cor. 3:11 “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Today, A Different Figure That Jesus Gives To Explain His 

Relationship To The Church -- He Is THE HEAD Of The Church. 
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I. (Slide #4)  Christ Is The HEAD Of The Church! 

A. (Slide #5)  Eph. 1:22,23 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 

be head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him 

who fills all in all.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #6)  Eph. 4:15 “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things 

into Him who is the head--Christ--” 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  Eph. 5:23 “For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head 

of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #9)  Col. 2:10 “and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #10)  The Blessings Of The Headship Of Christ! 

A. (►)  The Church Belongs To Christ! 

1. (Slide #11)  He designed I! 

 

2. He built It! 

 

3. Every person in It is there because of being saved by His Blood! 

a. Ac. 20:28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” 

b. Rom. 6:3,4 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were 

buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 

walk in newness of life.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #12)  Authority Is Centralized In Him! 

1. Everyone knows where the authority is! 

 

2. Christ, the head, has NO equal; no other being is in the same league with 

Him! 
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C. (►)  There Is NO PLACE For Positioning, Protestation, And Self-Promotion! 

1. Christ’s Will is the authority; we have none! 

 

2. Men have no right to promote changes in doctrine, mode of salvation, 

worship, church organization, or in moral standards. 

 

 

B. (Slide #13)  Congregations Install Qualified Men As Elders In The 

Congregation. 

1. There was always a PLURALITY of elders! 

a. Tit. 1:5 “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order 

the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I 

commanded you--” 

b. Phil. 1:1 “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the 

saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and 

deacons:” 

c. The wisdom of God and Christ are VIVILY seen in this plurality: 

1. No one man can dictate his own desires upon the whole church. 

2. Man have collective wisdom to share in making decisions. 

 

2. These men have NO legislative authority; Christ is THE Head, THE King, 

THE Lawgiver. Elders authority is in making decisions about expedient 

matters. 

 

3. The elders have authority ONLY IN THAT LOCAL CONGREGATION! 

a. Each congregation is to be governed by its own elders. 

b. There is NO earthly headquarters; there is no layer of authority between 

the local congregation and Jesus Christ, THE head! 

c. The results: 

1. They KNOW the members there; they can shepherd and assist 

them. (How could elders here shepherd members in Nashville, Ft. 

Lauderdale, or Los Angeles? 

2. They answer directly to Christ! 

d. God’s wisdom -- Numerous congregations do not have to be led away 

by some county, state, national, international, or world-wide religious 

leader or leaders! 

e. Even if the church were persecuted and had to go underground, they 

could STILL have oversight! 

 

 

C. (►)  Deacons Serve The Elders And The Congregation. 
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D. (►)  Every Member Is Directly Subject To Christ! 

1. We all make up the “Body of Christ!” 

 

2. Elders care about the members, deacons serve, all of us are totally together 

as the Body of Christ, ALL submissive to the Head as our body is 

submissive to our mind or head! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #14)  When Christ Is The Head, Here Are The Results! 

A. (►)  He Has ALL Authority! 

1. Mt. 28:18 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’” 

 

2. He is THE KING; His Will is THE Truth and THE standard for His 

Church! 

 

3. His laws are to be respected about ALL else! 

 

4. There is NO man, no group of men, not “Latter Day Revelations” that are 

authoritative! He has ALL Authority! 

 

 

B. (►)  He Is The Head Over ALL Things To The Church! Eph. 1:22 

 

 

C. (►)  HE Gets ALL The Preeminence! 

1. The Greek word “prwteuvwn” means “holding the first place.” 

 

2. He is first in rank and in dignity! 

 

3. He gets ALL the honor, glory, and praise! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #15)  What Happens When People Disregard, Diminish, Or Displace 

Christ As The Head? 

A. (►)  Col. 2:15-23 “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 16So let no one judge you 

in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17which 

are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18Let no one cheat 

you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, 

intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 

mind, 19and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and 

knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. 
20Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, 

as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations--21‘Do 
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not touch, do not taste, do not handle,’ 22which all concern things which perish 

with the using--according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23These 

things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false 

humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of 

the flesh.” 

1. When He is the Head of the Church and of Christian’s lives, they submit 

ONLY to Him! 

 

2. When people reject His Headship: 

a. They will make all kinds of human rules and laws and bind them upon 

their followers. 

b. They will promote human religion -- they will promote self-imposed 

religion! 

c. They will try to bind the Law of Moses upon men and all kinds of 

human religious rules upon men! 

 

3. The impact upon Christians who respect Christ as THE ONLY HEAD: 

a. They will not submit to people who bind food or drink restrictions upon 

them (this does not mean they can eat blood, Ac. 15:20; nor does it 

mean they can use intoxicating and addicting alcohol! Gal. 5:19-21; Pr. 

23:29-35) 

b. They are not bound to festivals, new moon festivals, or Sabbaths from 

the Old Testament Law of Moses that was only for Jews and were 

nailed to the Cross. 

c. They do not submit to restrictions that proclaim false humility. 

d. They do not worship angels -- they are created beings; WORSHIP 

CHRIST! 

e. They do not submit to men’s demands: “Do not partake!” “Do not 

taste!” “Do not touch!” 

f. They will not submit to asceticism (demands for man to withdraw from 

society and to live a monastic lifestyle). 

 

4. They will ONLY submit to Christ’s teachings! 

 

5. They will ENJOY obeying Christ, their head! 

 

 

B. (►)  I Tim. 4:1-5 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 

depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 
2speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 
3forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created 

to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4For 

every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with 

thanksgiving; 5for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.” 

1. Paul tells what will happen when religious rulers leave the faith! 
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2. They will bind restrictions upon men that are SO unscriptural -- binding 

celibacy; demands restriction on foods. 

 

 

C. (►)  II Thess. 2:1-12 “Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2not to be soon shaken in 

mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 

the day of Christ had come. 3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 

will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, 

the son of perdition, 4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called 

God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing 

himself that he is God. 5Do you not remember that when I was still with you I 

told you these things? 6And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 

revealed in his own time. 7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 

only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of 

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the 

lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 

wonders, 10and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because 

they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this 

reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 
12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure 

in unrighteousness.” 

1. Paul foretold apostasy! 

 

2. Religious leaders will exalt themselves and affirm that THEY are God! 

 

3. They will deceive people claiming to have supernatural powers that they 

DO NOT HAVE! 

 

4. Sadly, God designed men with choice -- thus, if men allow themselves to be 

deceived, God will allow them to believe lies and to leave Him! 

 

 

D. Historical Results: 

1. Men are exalted to the level OF or ABOVE Jesus Christ in authority.  

 

2. Church Government is changed. Changes in Church organization will lead 

to MANY OTHER CHANGES in religious organizations! 

 

3. Sprinkling for baptism. 

 

4. Holy days. 

 

5. Purgatory 

 

6. Instrumental music. 
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7. Exalting celibacy. 

 

8. Abstaining from certain foods. 

 

9. Churches have exploded onto the scene of the world! 

 

 

 

(Slide #16)  Conclusion: 

A. Remember That Christ Established HIS Church! 

 

 

B. He Is THE Foundation! 

 

 

C. He Is THE HEAD! Always Strive To Honor Him And His Headship! 

 

 

D. May We Be Determined To Be HIS People In His Church And Thus Live With 

And Die Within His Precious Promises!!!!!! 

 

 

E. May We Here At Washington Avenue ALWAYS Respect, Honor, And Be Loyal 

To His Headship! 


