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DEALING WITH SECRETS! 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  “Secrets, Secrets EVERYWHERE!!!” 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Some Secrets Are Temporary, Acceptable, And Exciting! 

1. A couple have been married for awhile, both moms are pushing them 

“When are you going to give us grandchildren?” 

a. They know she is pregnant. 

b. They sit on the news for a while. 

c. This can be especially true if a couple have had trouble with 

miscarriages. 

 

2. You throw a surprise party for a mate, child, parent, or friend’s birthday, 

anniversary, et.al. 

a. You want it to have the “SURPRISE effect!” 

b. You don’t want them to know until it is here! 

c. 18th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 70th, 80th, 90th, 100th 

d. Anniversary -- 25, 50, 60, 65. 

e. Sometimes your “surprise factor” may get you in trouble because the 

family members make other plans!!!! 

 

3. You have a surprise gift for someone’s birthday or Christmas; you don’t say 

a word, but you are SO excited! 

 

4. You plan a trip to the grandparents; you don’t tell your children because that 

is all they can think about or talk about! 

 

5. You plan a vacation that is super special! 

a. Disneyworld. 

b. Sports activity. 

c. Fishing. 

 

 

C. (►)  Some Things Need To Be Kept Secret. 

1. I have been amused at some Christian’s views about lying. 

a. Some feel you must answer every question a person asks you or you are 

lying! 
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b. If someone walks up and asks you, “How much money do you have in 

your bank account? In savings? In stocks?” 

c. Your answer should be, “I don’t discuss that.” Or if you can be a little 

bolder and curt you may answer, “It’s none of your business!” 

 

2. Pr. 11:13 “A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit 

conceals a matter.” 

a. Gossip that is false can destroy a good person’s reputation! 

b. A person’s past indiscretions, if repented of need to be forgiven, and 

should not be brought up to destroy his present life! 

 

3. (Slide #4)  Our devotions to the Lord! 

a. Benevolent deeds -- Mt. 6:3,4 “But when you do a charitable deed, do 

not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4that your 

charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will Himself reward you openly.” 

b. Prayers -- Mt. 6:5-8 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the 

hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 

corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to 

you, they have their reward. 6But you, when you pray, go into your 

room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in 

the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 

openly. 7And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen 

do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
8Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you 

have need of before you ask Him.” 

c. Fasting -- Mt. 6:16-18 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the 

hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that 

they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 

their reward. 17But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 

face, 18so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father 

who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you openly.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #5)  Some Things HAVE TO BE Kept Secret. 

1. HIPA laws for those of you who work in the medical field. 

 

2. Trade secrets -- Kentucky Fried Chicken recipe; plans, etc. 

 

3. Confidential information. 

 

 

E. (►)  God Kept Secrets! 

1. He kept His plan for man’s redemption secret until the time for it to be 

rolled out! 
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2. Oh, he gave some prophetic snippets! 

a. Gen. 3:15 God cursed Satan and promised: “And I will put enmity 

Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He 

shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

b. He promised Moses: Dt. 18:18 “I will raise up for them a Prophet like 

you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, 

and He shall speak to them all that I command Him.” 

c. He would be born of a virgin! Is. 7:14 

d. He would be born in Bethlehem! Mi. 5:2 

 

3. The “Mystery” was revealed when the time was right! 

a. Rom. 16:25-27 “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to 

my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26but 

now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has 

been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the 

everlasting God, for obedience to the faith--27to God, alone wise, be 

glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.” 

b. I Cor. 2:7-10 “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the 

hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 
8which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But as it is written: ‘Eye 

has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man 

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.’ 10But 

God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches 

all things, yes, the deep things of God.” 

c. Col. 1:25-27 “of which I became a minister according to the 

stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the 

word of God, 26the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27To them God 

willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 

 

F. Some Secrets Need To Be Revealed -- If You Struggle With Illness, DON’T 

HIDE IT! Lean On Your Brethren; Let Them Pray For You! 

 

 

G. (Slide #6)  But Some Secrets Are WRONG And Need To Be Addressed! 

 

 

H. (Slide #7)  There Are So Many “Dirty Little Secrets!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #8)  Secret Sins! 
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A. No One Would Want To Bare EVERY Thought They Have Had On Power Point 

Screen To Be Videoed And Put On You Tube For The World To See! 

1. However, that is exactly what we are before God! 

 

2. We are an open book with NOTHING hidden! 

 

 

B. Many HIDE Sins For Years And Years. 

1. Affairs 

 

2. Addictions 

 

3. Gambling 

 

4. Misuse of finances 

 

5. Abortions 

 

6. DWI’s 

 

7. Incarcerations 

 

 

C. Some Hide Sins Of Family Members, Friends, Or Loved Ones. 

1. It may be because of embarrassment (for the person’s sin, for our family 

name, etc.). 

 

2. It may be because we do not want to deal with that sin; it may be that we do 

not want the Church to know or deal with their sin. 

 

3. Examples: 

a. Adam & Eve. Gen. 3 

b. Cain killed Abel -- God’s voice, “And He said, ‘What have you done? 

The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.’” 

Gen. 4:10 

c. Achan: 

1. God’s command: Josh. 6:18 “And you, by all means abstain from 

the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of the 

accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble 

it.” 

2. 7:1 “But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the 

accursed things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the 

son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; so 

the anger of the LORD burned against the children of Israel.” 

3. 7:18 Achan was identified by God. 

4. 7:20-21 “But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding 

the accursed things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, 
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the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; 

so the anger of the LORD burned against the children of Israel.” 

d. David tried to hide his lust and adultery with Bathsheba BUT her 

pregnancy told on him; he tried to cover it up by bring Uriah home. II 

Sa. 11,12 

e. Ananias & Sapphira. Ac. 5:1-11 

 

 

D. God Know Sin Secrets; They Will ALL Be Revealed At The Judgment! 

1. Ps. 44:21 “For He knows the secrets of the heart.” 

 

2. God LAUGHS at those who think He does not know about or see their sins! 

a. David described the wicked who think God doesn’t see their actions -- 

Ps. 10;11 “He has said in his heart, ‘God has forgotten; He hides His 

face; He will never see.’” 

b. Ps. 94:7-10 “Yet they say, ‘The LORD does not see, Nor does the God 

of Jacob understand.’ 8Understand, you senseless among the people; 

And you fools, when will you be wise? 9He who planted the ear, shall 

He not hear? He who formed the eye, shall He not see? 10He who 

instructs the nations, shall He not correct, He who teaches man 

knowledge?” 

c. Ps. 139:1-12 “O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2You 

know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought 

afar off. 3You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are 

acquainted with all my ways. 4For there is not a word on my tongue, 

But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. 5You have hedged me 

behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. 6Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it. 7Where can I go 

from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8If I ascend 

into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are 

there. 9If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost 

parts of the sea, 10Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right 

hand shall hold me. 11If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall fall on me,’ 

Even the night shall be light about me; 12Indeed, the darkness shall not 

hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the 

light are both alike to You.” 

d. Ps. 37:12,13 “The wicked plots against the just, And gnashes at him 

with his teeth. 13The Lord laughs at him, For He sees that his day is 

coming.” 

e. Ps. 59:6-8 Workers of iniquity and nations are enemies of God’s 

people. God laughs at their arrogance! “At evening they return, They 

growl like a dog, And go all around the city. 7Indeed, they belch with 

their mouth; Swords are in their lips; For they say, ‘Who hears?’ 8But 

You, O LORD, shall laugh at them; You shall have all the nations in 

derision.” 

 

2. We will give account of EVERY secret sin at the Judgment. 
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a. Ecc. 12:14 “For God will bring every work into judgment, Including 

every secret thing, Whether good or evil.” 

b. Ps. 90:8 “You have set our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the 

light of Your countenance.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #9)  Family Secrets! 

A. Families Often Have Secrets That Cause Much Conflict That Drive Wedges 

Between Relationships, That Embarrass Terribly, And That Often Are “Taken 

To The Grave.” 

 

 

B. Examples: 

1. Financial struggles 

 

2. Serious health issues 

 

3. Eminent deaths 

 

4. Impending separations or divorces 

 

5. Incest 

 

6. Rapes 

 

7. This is especially true in the realm of someone struggling with or having 

entered the homosexual lifestyle. 

 

 

C. Husbands And Wives Have Angers That Continue To Fester And Grow; They 

Think They Hide Them From Their Children -- Ah, But Children Are SO 

Perceptive! 

 

 

D. The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Policy Abounds About All Kinds Of Secrets! 

 

 

E. Often Times A Perpetrator May Get By With Abuse In A Family For Years 

Because Of “Family Secrets!” 

 

 

F. Keeping Secrets Can Destroy Marital Relationships; It Can Destroy Trust; It Can 

Train Young People To Live That Way All Through Their Lives! 

1. Mates need to have open honesty! 
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2. A violation of trust can severely and negatively impact a marriage or a home 

forever! 

 

3. Mates, children, and extended families can be hurt to the core; the scars and 

hurt can be profound, regardless of their age. 

 

 

G. Family Secrets Need To Be Dealt With So They Don’t Lead To MORE Damage 

-- Get Help Whether You Need Legal, Professional, And Spiritual Help!!! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  Personal Secrets. 

A. Personal Secrets Can Hinder Us From Ever Being At Peace; Personal Secrets 

Can Destroy A Person’s Relationship With God! 

1. You may hide sin from other people (NOT FROM GOD)! 

 

2. You may participate in sinful activity but others do not know! 

 

 

B. They Keep Us From Serving God From A PURE Heart! 

 

 

C. Remind Yourself -- God Knows Your Heart! 

1. I Sa. 16:7 Samuel was sent to Jesse’s house to anoint the next king. Samuel 

looked the eldest, Eliab and thought “This is the one!” Afterward he looked 

at all the handsome, tall, stout men; God chose the lad David! “But the 

LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his 

stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; 

for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.’” 

 

2. See the be “the REAL deal!” 

 

3. Strive to force our EVERY SHRED of hypocrisy from your mind and life! 

 

 

 

(Slide #11)  Conclusion: 

A. Secrets Can Be SO Dangerous, Harmful, And Damnable! 

1. We can convince ourselves that we can “get by with” sin. 

 

2. We can believe that other humans and even GOD will not find out! 

 

 

B. “Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out!” Nu. 32:23 
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C. How Should We Deal With Secrets? 

1. We CANNOT hide the sins of mates, children, or other family members! 

a. I Cor. 13:6 “does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;” 

b. We are not helping people by hiding their sins from others. 

c. Care enough to try to lead them out of sin, not hide it! That’s what true 

love does! 

 

2. Repent Of, Deal With, And Get Help For Secret Sins! 

a. Wake up to reality! 

1. Lk. 8:17 “For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor 

anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.” 

2. Ps. 69:5 “O God, You know my foolishness; And my sins are not 

hidden from You.” 

3. Continuing To Hide Sin Will Eat You Alive Internally; You Likely 

Will Not Overcome; You Can Be Lost Even Though You Hid The 

Sin! 

b. Repent: 

1. Be convicted of sin! 

2. Then repent! 

3. Ps. 51:3 “For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is 

always before me.” 

4. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

5. Ac. 2:38 “Repent.” 

6. Instead of hiding sin, repentance says, “God, be merciful to me a 

sinner.” Lk. 18:13 

c. Deal with sin; then live in peace: 

1. Be baptized: Ac. 2:28; Mk. 16:16 

2. Christians confess your sins and pray for God’s forgiveness! 

a. Ps. 19:12 “Cleanse me from secret faults.” 

b. Js. 5:16 “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for 

one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent 

prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 


