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FAITHFUL EVEN AS FEELINGS 

VACILLATE! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. All Of Us Are Made Up Of “Objective Or Rational Thoughts” And Of 

“Feelings.” 

 

 

B. Both Are Vital! 

 

 

C. “Objective Or Rational Thoughts” Must Be Guided By Truth. 

 

 

D. ‘Feelings” Are Significant! 

1. Christians are NOT just robotic, ration beings. 

 

2. We must use our minds to know and to be submissive to the Will of Christ. 

 

3. However, “feelings” are vital. 

a. They give us heart. 

b. They drive us to care for and help others. 

c. Time after time in His earthly ministry you see Jesus helping someone 

because he had compassion! 

d. Our worship must be from our hearts, “in spirit,” combined with 

worshiping “in truth” or as God has directed. 

 

 

E. Ah, But “Feelings” Can Be All Over The Place! 

1. Feelings can be SO deceptive. 

 

2. Jer. 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; 

Who can know it?” 

 

3. So, we have to be careful! 

 

 

F. Our Challenge -- To Be Faithful Even As Feelings Vacillate! 
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I. (Slide #2)  Faithful Amidst Grief And Loss. 

A. Job: 

1. He was blessed abundantly, he was SO secure! “There was a man in the 

land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, 

and one who feared God and shunned evil. 2And seven sons and three 

daughters were born to him. 3Also, his possessions were seven thousand 

sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred 

female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the 

greatest of all the people of the East.” Job 1:1-3 

 

2. His life was thrown into upheaval -- all his animals were killed by attackers 

and all ten of his children were killed by a tornado, “Then Job arose, tore his 

robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21And 

he said: ‘Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return 

there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name 

of the LORD.’ 22In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.” Job 

1:20-22 

 

3. His agonizing feelings: 

a. Job 3:11 “Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came 

from the womb?” 

b. Job 6:2,3 “Oh, that my grief were fully weighed, And my calamity laid 

with it on the scales! 3For then it would be heavier than the sand of the 

sea-- Therefore my words have been rash.” 

c. Job 6:11 “What strength do I have, that I should hope? And what is my 

end, that I should prolong my life?” 

d. Job 10:1 “My soul loathes my life;” 

e. Job 16:14-16 “He breaks me with wound upon wound; He runs at me 

like a warrior. 15I have sewn sackcloth over my skin, And laid my head 

in the dust. 16My face is flushed from weeping, And on my eyelids is 

the shadow of death;” 

f. Job 17:1 “My spirit is broken, My days are extinguished, The grave is 

ready for me.” 

g. Job 23:2 As he expressed desire to defend himself before God: “Even 

today my complaint is bitter; My hand is listless because of my 

groaning.” 

 

4. His FAITH in the midst of upheaval and loss: 

a. Job 1:21 “And he said: ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And 

naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 

away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.’” 

b. Job 13:15 “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 

c. Job 23:3-6 “As long as my breath is in me, And the breath of God in 

my nostrils, 4My lips will not speak wickedness, Nor my tongue utter 

deceit. 5Far be it from me That I should say you are right; Till I die I 

will not put away my integrity from me. 6My righteousness I hold fast, 

and will not let it go; My heart shall not reproach me as long as I live.” 
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B. David: 

1. David had an adulterous affair with Bathsheba. 

 

2. Nathan the prophet condemned the sin; David was penitent. 

 

3. Nathan’s message: “So David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the 

LORD.’ And Nathan said to David, ‘The LORD also has put away your sin; 

you shall not die. 14However, because by this deed you have given great 

occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is 

born to you shall surely die.’” II Sa. 12:13,14 

 

4. The child became very ill. II Sa. 12:15 

 

5. Amidst his agonizing remorse, David pled to God: “David therefore pleaded 

with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the 

ground.” II Sa. 12:16. During that time there was NO comforting David. 

 

6. The child died after seven days. 

 

7. After the child died, David got up, bathed, and ate. His servants were totally 

confused by his actions. 

 

8. II Sa. 12:22,23 “And he said, ‘While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; 

for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the 

child may live?’ 23But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him 

back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.’” 

 

 

C. Christians MUST BE FAITHFUL Amidst The Distress Of Grief And Loss! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Faithful Amidst Fear. 

A. Fear Can Debilitate; It Can Cause Us To Violate Our Reason And Our Faith! 

1. Israel 

a. Israel saw the MIGHTY hand of God as they were delivered from 

Egypt, brought to Sinai, and given the 10 Commandments. 

b. And yet, fear gripped them as the spies searched Canaan and return to 

report on their findings. 

c. Nu. 13:27,28 “Then they told him, and said: ‘We went to the land 

where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its 

fruit. 28Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 

cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of 

Anak there.’” 
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d. Because fear overwhelmed their faith, they had to wander in the 

wilderness for 40 years; all those over twenty died in the wilderness and 

did not see the Promised Land! 

 

2. Pilate 

a. He was put into a position that he did not wish to face -- he had to be 

the judge for Jesus; he knew the Jewish leaders were irrational because 

their hearts were filled with hate! 

1. He was fearful of losing his position; he felt that he had to protect 

and maintain peace. 

2. He was fearful of the angry mob. 

b. His wife cautioned him -- “While he was sitting on the judgment seat, 

his wife sent to him, saying, ‘Have nothing to do with that just Man, for 

I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.’” Mt. 

27:19 

c. He KNEW Jesus was an innocent man. 

1. Mt. 27:23 “what evil has He done?” 

2. Mt. 27:24 “When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but 

rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands 

before the multitude, saying, ‘I am innocent of the blood of this 

just Person. You see to it.’” 

 

3. Peter: 

a. He was terrified of the events surrounding the arrest and trials of Jesus. 

b. Oh, he was willing to draw his little dagger to attempt to protect Jesus 

against an insurmountable military force. Mt. 26:51 

c. After Jesus’ arrest, he cowered along the fringes of the crowd; three 

times denying that he was a disciple of the Lord. 

 

 

B. Faithful Even As Fear Surrounds: 

1. David deeply loved the Lord! 

 

2. The armies of Israel and of the Philistines camp against each other. I Sa. 

17:2,3 

 

3. The Israelite soldiers were SO INTIMIDATED by mighty and arrogant 

Goliath -- “When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, 

they were dismayed and greatly afraid.” I Sa. 17:11 

 

4. David came to visit his brothers; this young man of faith was appalled that 

this idolatrous giant would defy God and his people. 
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5. Even in the midst of this fearful situation, David’s faith shone: 

a. I Sa. 17:26 “For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should 

defy the armies of the living God?” 

b. I Sa. 17:37 “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and 

from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this 

Philistine.” 

c. I Sam. 17:45-47 “Then David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me 

with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the 

name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I 

will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give 

the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and 

the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a 

God in Israel. 47Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does 

not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’S, and He 

will give you into our hands.’” 

 

 

C. Christians MUST BE FAITHFUL Amidst The Dismay Of Fear! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  Faithful Amidst Despair. 

A. Despair Brought About By Deception. 

1. Joseph’s brothers deceived their dad by bring the blood-drenched coat of 

many colors to him. 

 

2. Gen. 37:31-35 Here is what happened after they sold him into slavery! “So 

they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in 

the blood. 32Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to 

their father and said, ‘We have found this. Do you know whether it is your 

son's tunic or not?’ 33And he recognized it and said, ‘It is my son’s tunic. A 

wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.’ 
34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for 

his son many days. 35And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort 

him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, ‘For I shall go down into 

the grave to my son in mourning.’ Thus his father wept for him.” 

 

3. Jacob believed the lie for 22 years. 

 

4. Jacob felt CERTAIN that his beloved son was dead. 

 

5. He still was loyal to God amidst that those painful years! 
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B. Faithful When You Feel SO Alone! 

1. Elijah 

a. He felt SO alone after the victory on Mt. Carmel, I Ki. 18, and after 

Jezebel vowed to kill him, I Ki. 19:1,2. 

b. He felt as if he was the only faithful man to God in Israel! I Ki. 

19:10,14 

c. God informed him that there were 7,000 who refused to give in to 

idolatry. I Ki. 19:18 

 

2. Jeremiah. 

a. He saw his nation going “down the tubes” as they turned from God, 

turned to idolatry, and hated his message. 

b. He agonized over their unbelief -- He is called “The Weeping Prophet 

Of Judah!” 

c. Men conspired to take his life, Jer. 11:21-23; they plotted to renounce 

his prophecies, Jer. 18:18-23; they called his prophecies about being in 

captivity for 70 years lies, Jer. 25:11,12; 29:10; 35; they beat him, Jer. 

19:1,2; they threw him in a muddy dungeon, Jer. 37:16; 38:6-11. 

 

3. Both these men stayed faithful when opposition was undaunting and over-

whelming! 

 

 

C. Paul And Silas Were Praying And Singing Hymns To God While Imprisoned 

And During An Earthquake! Ac. 16:25 

 

 

D. Christians MUST BE FAITHFUL Amidst The Despondency Of Despair! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #5)  Faithful Amidst Wavering Feelings About Your Faith! 

A. Many Christians Struggle With Vacillating Feelings About Their Relationship 

With God As They Struggle With Life, Temptation, Brethren, And Faithfulness. 

 

 

B. You May At Times Feel VERY FAR From God Or That He Is FAR FROM 

You! 

1. David in the midst of trouble cried out, “Why do You stand afar off, O 

LORD? Why do You hide in times of trouble?” 

 

2. He cried again, “How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How 

long will You hide Your face from me?” Ps. 13:1 

 

3. And as he was so harshly mistreated, he cried, “My God, My God, why have 

You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the 

words of My groaning?” Ps. 22:1 
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C. You May Feel Very Unworthy As You Struggle: 

1. Like Paul you may feel like the “chief of sinners” I Tim. 1:15 and “wonder 

how He could love me, a sinner, condemned, unclean!” 

 

2. Like ashamed Peter you may feel unworthy of the Lord’s love! 

a. As he was sinking in the water, Peter declared, “Depart from me, for I 

am a sinful man, O Lord!” Lk. 5:8 

b. After his 3 denials and being pierced by the eyes of Jesus, he felt SO 

ashamed and so unworthy to serve the Lord. 

c. Yet, forgiven, he overcome those feeling of unworthiness, and became 

a great proclaimer of the Lord and a missionary to Jews and Gentiles! 

 

3. Yet, He offers forgiveness to the alien sinner (Paul) and to the penitent 

Christian! 

 

4. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

5. I Jn. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 

us from all sin.” 

 

 

D. Christians MUST BE FAITHFUL Amidst The Uncertainty Of Doubt! 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #6)  Stay Faithful NO MATTER WHAT! 

A. “Soldiers Of Christ Arise!” 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  Be Aware Of The Vacillation Of Feelings! 

1. Feelings can be calm; they can be chaotic [helter-skelter]! 

 

2. CAUTION: you hear this phrase: “People get ‘carried away’ with their 

emotions!” 

 

3. “Feelings” can distort reality! 

a. If you feel alone, you will convince yourself that you are alone. 

b. If you feel like a loser, you will convince yourself you are one! 

c. If you feel unloved, you will convince yourself you are unloved! 

d. If you feel God doesn’t love you, you will convince yourself that He 

doesn’t love you. 
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4. “Feelings” can convince you to distort or to reject God’s Will. 

a. Many determine “truth” by how they feel! 

b. Thus “truth” vacillates throughout their lives. 

c. Pr. 14:12 “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the 

way of death.” 

d. However, Truth does not originate from our feelings; it originates from 

God and the Bible! 

 

5. “Feelings” can deceive you. 

a. You may decide that sin is acceptable because of how you feel! 

1. “Feelings” lead people to having sex before they get married. 

2. “Feelings” lead people to commit adultery. 

b. You may feel justified in the sight of God and still be lost! 

1. You may say, “I feel good about my relationship with God; 

therefore all is well!” 

2. HE has set the terms of forgiveness; we will be judged by HIS 

STANDARD, not our feelings! 

 

 

D. STAY FAITHFUL Even As Feelings Vacillate! 

1. Trust the Lord, NOT our feelings! 

a. Pr. 3:5,6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your 

own understanding; 6In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall 

direct your paths.” 

1. Trust the Lord! 

2. “LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDNG! 

b. NEVER try to make sin right! 

c. NEVER try to make wrong right! 

 

2. There may be times you say, “I don’t feel like doing it!” 

a. Yet, you do it because it is the right thing to do! 

b. Let your faith govern your actions! 

 

3. Make your decision based upon what God’s Will is, upon who you are, 

upon what you want to be, and upon where you want to live eternally! 

a. Imitate Jesus! 

b. Heb. 12:1,2 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 

easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

c. He surely did not make decision based upon how He felt -- He was 

afraid, He was violently beaten; He was ridiculed. 

d. He made decisions based upon Heaven’s Will, upon who He was, upon 

what His mission was, and upon where He was headed -- back home to 

the fellowship with the Father and the Spirit! 


