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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE GOLDEN CALF! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Israel Spent 430 Years In Egyptian Bondage; Then Moses Led Them Out Of 

Egypt As God Did MIGHTY Miracles With The 10 Plagues, Deliverance 

Through The Red Sea, And Provided Water And Quail For Them To Eat Before 

They Came To Mt. Sinai. 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  At Mt. Sinai Amidst The Terrifying And Spectacular Earthquake, 

Smoke, And Trumpet Blast God Gave Israel The Ten Commandments. Ex. 

19:18-20; 20 

 

 

C. Moses Then Went Up Mt. Sinai With Joshua To Receive The Ten 

Commandments Which God Would Write On The Two Tables Of Stone. 

1. Moses and Joshua went up on Sinai. Ex. 24:15 

 

2. God gave the plan for the Tabernacle and Its furniture and for the Priests 

and their consecration. 

 

3. After God had given Moses many commands, He gave Him the Two Tables 

of Stone! 

 

4. Ex. 31:18 “And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount 

Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written 

with the finger of God.” 

 

 

D. He Was Gone For 40 Days; It Is INCREDIBLE And INCOMPREHENSIBLE 

What Israel Did While Moses Was Gone!!!  

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Text: 

A. Exodus 32 

1. “Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the 

mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, ‘Come, 

make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who 
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brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 

him.’ 2And Aaron said to them, ‘Break off the golden earrings which are in 

the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 

me.’ 3So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their 

ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4And he received the gold from their hand, 

and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then 

they said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of 

Egypt!’ 5So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made 

a proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.’ 6Then they 

rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 

offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 
7And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go, get down! For your people whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8They have 

turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have 

made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 

said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’’ 
9And the LORD said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed it is a 

stiff-necked people! 10Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn 

hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great 

nation.’ 11Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: ‘LORD, 

why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have 

brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 
12Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm 

them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of 

the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your 

people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom 

You swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 

descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I 

give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’’ 14So the LORD 

relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. 15And 

Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the 

Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the 

one side and on the other they were written. 16Now the tablets were the 

work of God, and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the 

tablets. 17And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he 

said to Moses, ‘There is a noise of war in the camp.’ 18But he said: ‘It is not 

the noise of the shout of victory, Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the 

sound of singing I hear.’ 19So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that 

he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast 

the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 
20Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and 

ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children 

of Israel drink it. 21And Moses said to Aaron, ‘What did this people do to 

you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?’ 22So Aaron said, ‘Do 

not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that they are 

set on evil. 23For they said to me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; as 

for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not 
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know what has become of him.’ 24And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any 

gold, let them break it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, 

and this calf came out.’ 25Now when Moses saw that the people were 

unrestrained (for Aaron had not restrained them, to their shame among their 

enemies), 26then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, 

‘Whoever is on the LORD’S side--come to me.’ And all the sons of Levi 

gathered themselves together to him. 27And he said to them, ‘Thus says the 

LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in 

and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let every man 

kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’’ 
28So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three 

thousand men of the people fell that day. 29Then Moses said, ‘Consecrate 

yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a blessing this 

day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.’ 30Now it came to 

pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, ‘You have committed a 

great sin. So now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement 

for your sin.’ 31Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, ‘Oh, these 

people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of 

gold! 32Yet now, if You will forgive their sin--but if not, I pray, blot me out 

of Your book which You have written.’ 33And the LORD said to Moses, 

‘Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 34Now 

therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you. 

Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit 

for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin.’ 35So the 

LORD plagued the people because of what they did with the calf which 

Aaron made.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  Israel Became Discouraged When Moses Did Not Return 

Immediately And Wondered Where He Had Gone. 1 

 

 

C. (►)  The Israelites Asked Aaron To Make Them Idols To Go Before Them. 1 

 

 

D. (►)  Incredibly, Aaron Told Them To Bring Their Gold Earrings; They Brought 

Them To Him. 2-3 

 

 

E. (Slide #5)  He Used Their Gold And Using An Engraving Tool Fashioned A 

Golden Calf. 4 

 

 

F. (►)  When They Saw The Calf They Said, “This Is The God That Brought Us 

Out Of Egypt!” 4 
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G. (►)  Aaron Built An Altar Before The Calf And Called Them To Celebrate A 

Solemn Feast The Next Day. 5 

 

 

H. (Slide #6)  They Made Offerings On The Altar, Sat Down To Eat And Drink, 

And Rose Up To Play (Slide #7)  (They Worshiped The Calf; Then They Began 

To Practice Lewd And Lascivious Debauchery Around That Calf). 6 

 

 

I. (Slide #8)  God’s Message To Moses: 

1. Get down to your people who are worshiping a calf! 7-8 

 

2. He also told Moses that He would destroy them and make a great nation 

from Moses’ descendants! 9,10 

 

 

J. (►)  Moses Begged God To Relent From His Wrath And Determination To 

Destroy Israel; Moses Was Concerned For God’s Reputation Among The 

Heathen -- They Would Mock God Who Brought Israel Out Of Egypt And Then 

Destroyed Them! Also Remember Your Promise To Abraham. 11-13 God 

Relented. 14 

 

 

K. (Slide #9)  Moses Went Down The Mountain With the Two Tables Of Stone 

Written On Both Sides By The Finger Of God. 15,16 (Slide #10)   

 

 

L. (Slide #11)  Moses’ Anger When He And Joshua Came To The Camp: 

1. When They Came Near The Camp, Joshua Thought It Sounded Like War 

But Moses said, “It is not the voice of victory OR defeat; it is the voice of 

singing.” 17,18 

 

2. (Slide #12)  Moses was LIVID when saw the calf and the dancing; in his 

anger he threw the two tables of stone down and broke them! 19 

 

3. He burnt the calf, ground it into powder, scattered the powder on the water 

and made the people drink it! 20 

 

4. When he asked Aaron what the people did to him that he brought this sin 

upon the people, Aaron said: 

a. “Don’t be so angry. You know the people are set on evil.” 21,22 

b. “They wanted gods because they thought you had deserted them.” 23 

c. “I told them to bring their gold; they gave it to me, I cast it into the fire, 

and out came this calf!!!” 24 
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5. When Moses saw that the people were totally unrestrained, he stood at the 

entrance of the camp and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’S side, come to 

me!” 25,26 

a. The Levites congregated with Moses. 26 

b. Moses told them to take their swords and go through the camp and kill 

the people; they killed 3,000 people that day!!!! 27-28 

c. He called the Levites to consecrate themselves to the LORD; thus, He 

would bless them! 29 

 

 

M. (Slide #13)  The Next Day Moses Told The People That He Would Return To 

The LORD And See If He Could Atone For Their Great Sin. 30 

 

 

N. (Slide #14)  Moses Pled For God To Forgive Their Sin; If He Would Not, Moses 

Requested That HE Be Blotted Out Of God’s Book. 31-32 

1. (►)  Righteous God declared that He would only blot out those who sin! 33 

 

2. (►)  God told Moses to go and lead Israel to the Promised Land. His Angel 

would go before Moses. 34 

 

3. He would punish them for their sins; He plagued them because of their 

idolatry with the calf! 35 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #15)  Later Events: 

A. (►)  God Told The People To Get Up And Head Toward Canaan Or He Would 

Destroy Them In His Wrath. Ex. 33:1-5 

1. The stripped off their ornaments. Ex. 33:6 

 

2. They saw Moses go to the Tabernacle and enter It! 

 

 

B. (Slide #16)  Moses Went Into The Tabernacle; The Cloud Stood Over It; God 

Spoke To Moses In The Tabernacle. Ex. 33:7-11 

 

 

C. (►)  Joshua Remained In The Tabernacle. Ex. 33:11 

 

 

D. (►)  God Promised His Presence Would Be With Moses. Ex. 33:12-23 

 

 

E. (Slide #17)  God Then Called Moses To Cut Two More Tables Of Stone And 

The Next Day He Was To Come Back Up Sinai But This Time BY HIMSELF; 
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God Would Write On Them The Same Things That Were On The First Tables. 

Ex. 34:1-4 

 

 

F. (►)  After Being With God For Another 40 Days And Receiving The 

Commandments Written Upon The Stones, Moses Returned; His Countenance 

Shone; The People Were Afraid; Moses Face Had To Be Veiled As He Spoke 

God’s Commands To Them. 34:28-35 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #18)  Reactions To This Event. 

A. (►)  HOW Can Man SO QUICKLY FORGET God’s Supernatural Blessings, 

His Power, And His Awesome Presence? 

1. As soon as Israel left Egypt, they seemed to have forgotten what God did 

there in the 10 Plagues! 

 

2. As soon as they went through the Red Sea on dry ground, they seemed to 

forget God’s powerful deliverance from bondage! (Remember it was three 

months until they got to Mt. Sinai!!!) 

 

3. As they got water and food, they seemed to so quickly forget God’s 

providential care! 

 

4. As soon as God spoke at Mt. Sinai, and Moses was out of sight, they 

seemingly forgot all of the amazing supernatural events and the terrifying 

fear that they felt there. 

 

5. HOW CAN YOU FORGET?????????????? 

 

6. Are WE SO DIFFERENT? 

a. Gal. 1:6-9 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not 

another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 

other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 

preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him 

be accursed.” 

b. Heb. 3:12,13 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 

of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13but exhort one another 

daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin.” 

c. Lk. 8:12-14 “Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the 

devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they 

should believe and be saved. 13But the ones on the rock are those who, 

when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who 
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believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14Now the ones 

that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out 

and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no 

fruit to maturity.” 

d. II Pet. 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away 

with the error of the wicked;” 

e. Do we SO QUICKLY forget Christ’s suffering, Death, and 

Crucifixion? Our commitment to Him? 

 

 

B. (►)  How Can You SO BLATANTLY Violate THE MOST BASIC 

Commands? How Can You Turn Against God, Totally Reject Him, Worship A 

Calf, And Violate THE MOST BASIC Commands In ONE Action? 

1. First Command: “You shall have no other gods before Me.” Ex. 20:3 

 

2. Second Command: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 

or that is in the water under the earth; 5you shall not bow down to them nor 

serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of 

those who hate Me,” Ex. 20:4,5 

 

3. These are the two most basic commands upon which all the rest are built -- 

God exists; He and HE ALONE deserves man’s praise and worship! 

 

4. It ALL BEGINS with man’s respect for, awe of, and glory of God! Without 

that, idolatry becomes such a temptation! 

 

5. Love the Lord your God with ALL YOUR HEART! 

a. Dt. 6:5 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your strength.” 

b. Mt. 22:36,37 “‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ 
37Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’” 

c. Mk. 12:29,30 “Jesus answered him, ‘The first of all the commandments 

is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30And you 

shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 

commandment.” 

d. I Jn. 5:1-3 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 

and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten 

of Him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and keep His commandments. 3For this is the love of God, 

that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 

burdensome.” 
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e. II Jn. 6 “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. 

This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, 

you should walk in it.” 

 

6. O how quickly people forget and turn away from and against God!!! Rom. 

1:18-23 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, 

for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 

were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed 

the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--

and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Even In The Midst Of Rebellion And Idolatry, There Will Always Be A 

Remnant Who Will Honor God And Be Faithful To Him NO MATTER WHAT! 

1. Ex. 32:25-26 “Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained (for 

Aaron had not restrained them, to their shame among their enemies), 26then 

Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, ‘Whoever is on the 

LORD’S side--come to me.’ And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves 

together to him.” 

 

2. The Levites stood with Moses and killed 3,000 idolaters that day! 

 

3. Would YOU have been on the Lord’s side! 

 

4. Would you be among the 3,000 Jewish idolaters at Sinai who were slain that 

day? Or would you be among the 3,000 penitent Jews on Pentecost who 

turned in faith to the Messiah and Son of God and were baptized to have 

remission of sin through His redeeming Blood? 

 

5. Will YOU be on the Lord’s side TONIGHT, TOMORROW, THIS WEEK? 

THE REST OF YOUR LIFE? 

 

 

D. (Slide #19)  CAUTION -- The SAME THING Can Happen To Us TOO!!!!!! 

Protect Your Love For God! Protect Your Heart! Protect Yourself From 

Temptation! 


