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HOW TOUCHED WITH 

GRATITUDE AM I?  

 

THE GRATITUDE OF THE SINFUL 

WOMAN! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. There Are MARVELOUS Women In Scripture Who Deeply Loved God! 

1. Anna 

 

2. Deborah 

 

3. Elisabeth 

 

4. Esther 

 

5. Hannah 

 

6. Mary, Mother of Jesus 

 

7. Martha 

 

8. Miriam 

 

9. Phoebe 

 

10. Rebekah 

 

11. Ruth 

 

12. Sarah 

 

13. Tabitha 

 

 

B. Today, An Unnamed Woman Whose Actions Showed Amazing Heart! 

 

 

C. (Slide #2)  Text: Lk. 7:36-50 “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with 

him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37And behold, a 

woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in 

the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38and stood at His 
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feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and 

wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them 

with the fragrant oil. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 

spoke to himself, saying, ‘This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and 

what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.’ 40And 

Jesus answered and said to him, Simon, I have something to say to you. So he 

said, Teacher, say it.’ 41‘There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One 

owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42And when they had nothing 

with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of 

them will love him more?’ 43Simon answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom 

he forgave more.’ And He said to him, ‘You have rightly judged.’ 44Then He 

turned to the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your 

house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her 

tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45You gave Me no kiss, but this 

woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46You did not 

anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
47Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 

much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.’ 48Then He said to 

her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 49And those who sat at the table with Him began to 

say to themselves, Who is this who even forgives sins? 50Then He said to the 

woman, ‘Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

 

 

D. Some Claim That This Text Records The Same Event As Found In Mt. 26:6-13; 

Mk. 14:3-9; Jn. 12:1-11. 

1. There are numerous reasons to reject this affirmation. 

a. Mary is NOT known as a sinful woman. 

b. She was one of the Lord’s dearest friends; Jesus stayed at their home 

when he was in the Jerusalem area. 

c. This event seems to have occurred in Galilee, perhaps near Capernaum, 

not at Bethany. 

 

2. Matthew and Mark give the record of Mary anointing Jesus’ head. 

a. Place of this event: Bethany (Matthew and Mark) 

b. Host -- Simon, the leper 

c. Act -- pouring expensive ointment from a flash over Jesus’ head 

d. Some of the disciples, led by covetous Judas, objected to the waste, 

saying money could have been used for the poor. 

e. Jesus chastised them for troubling her; He praised her deed. 

f. He commended her for doing a good work, this was a preparation for 

His burial. 

g. He loving deed would be proclaimed wherever the Gospel is 

proclaimed. Mt. 26:13 

 

3. John’s event: 

a. This was six days before the Passover. 

b. It was at Bethany. 
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c. Martha served the meal; Lazarus was eating at the table. 

d. Mary anointed his feet and wiped them with her hair. 

e. Judas Iscariot criticized the “waste.” 

f. Many who were there had come to see resurrected Lazarus! 

g. The chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus because many of the Jews had 

become believers in Jesus. 

 

 

E. Today: Lessons From Simon The Pharisee And This Sinful Woman. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Apathetic Or Attentive? 

A. A Pharisee Invited Jesus To His House To Eat; Jesus Sat Down To Eat In His 

House. 36 

 

 

B. Imagine Having Jesus As A Guest In Your House!!! 

1. How would you react? 

 

2. How would you treat Him? 

 

 

C. Contrast The Reactions Of Simon And The Sinful Woman: 

1. Simon has Jesus in his house but did nothing to show hospitality (courtesy 

or kindness) to Him. 

a. His actions are quite unremarkable. 

b. He does not go out of his way at all. 

c. It makes you wonder WHY he invited Him in the first place! 

 

2. The sinful woman, hearing that Jesus was in Simon’s house, came there 

with an alabaster flask of fragrant oil (perfume). 

a. She began to wash His feet with her tears. 

b. She wiped His feet with the hair of her head. 

c. She kissed His feet. 

d. She anointed His feet with the fragrant oil. 

c. She was SO attentive and hospitable! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Haughty Or Humble? 

A. If You Were With Jesus Would You Be Haughty Or Humble? 

 

 

B. Simon, The Pharisee, Was Self-Righteous, And Was A Fault-Finder Of Jesus. 
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C. The Sinful Woman Was SO Self-Aware -- She Knew That She Was A Sinner; 

She Realized His Greatness, His Divine Nature, And His Perfect Heart! 

 

 

D. How Is Your Attitude Toward Jesus? 

1. Do you stick your nose in the air toward Him and His Will? 

a. “I am my own person; I can control my life!” 

b. “I am not going to do what You say!” 

 

2. Are you humble? 

a. “O Lord, you are SO perfect, SO good, and SO Holy!” 

b. “Lord, help my unbelief!” 

c. “Lord have mercy on me!” 

d. “Lord, I am SO undeserving to be loved by you!” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #5)  Critical Or Contrite? 

A. “Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, 

saying, ‘This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 

woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.’” 39 

1. As soon as the sinful woman approached Jesus and began to show 

hospitality and reverence for Jesus, Simon immediately became critical -- 

“There is NO WAY this guy is a prophet! If he were, he would know that 

this woman who is touching him is such a vile sinner!” 

 

2. The implication is that the Pharisee did not want to even TOUCH a sinful 

person! 

 

 

B. The Sinful Woman Was SO Contrite! 

1. She was embarrassed to approach Jesus. 

 

2. She approached him in tears! 

 

3. She was seeking forgiveness! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #6)  Glorying Or Grateful? 

A. The Pharisee Gloried In His Heritage, In His Religion, And In His Goodness. 

1. Jesus gave the Pharisee a Parable, “There was a certain creditor who had 

two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42And when 

they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, 

therefore, which of them will love him more?” 41,42 

 

2. The Pharisee said, “Obviously the man who was forgiven 10 times more!” 
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3. It seems that he did not really grasp that the one who thought that he was 

forgiven the least was referring to him! 

 

4. Jesus often cautioned against glorying in self! The Parable of the Publican 

and The Sinner Who Went To Worship focused upon those attitudes: Lk. 

18:9-14 “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous, and despised others: 10‘Two men went up to the temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood 

and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other 

men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13And the tax collector, 

standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his 

breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went 

down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

 

B. The Sinful, Contrite Woman  

1. Jesus turned and complimented the woman right in front of Simon. 

 

2. “Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? 

I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed 

My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45You gave 

Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I 

came in. 46You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 

anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47Therefore I say to you, her sins, which 

are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, 

the same loves little.’ 48Then He said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 44-47 

 

3. Because of this woman’s humble, contrite heart, Jesus forgave her MANY 

sins! 47,48 

 

4. He made a staggering observation: 

a. Those who have been forgiven of much are SO grateful! 

b. Those who have been forgiven for much less tend to love less. 

 

5. OH HOW THANKFUL the sinful woman was that she could be forgiven by 

Jesus! 

 

6. He, the Son of God, a member of the Godhead, forgave her! 

 

7. Js. 4:6 “But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: ‘God resists the 

proud, But gives grace to the humble.’” 
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V. (Slide #7)  Personal Examination: 

A. Question: “How Touched With Gratitude Are You?” 

 

 

B. Why It Is IMPERATIVE That Those Who Are Baptized Have Been TRULY 

CONVICTED OF SIN? 

1. Those who think they never really needed Jesus will not have great depth of 

love. 

 

2. Those who KNEW they were lost without Christ, realized that He and His 

Blood are the saving power, and commited themselves to Him are SO 

GRATEFUL! 

 

3. Those who understand sin appreciate mercy and grace the most! 

 

4. Caution: 

a. We must not baptize secure children or adults. 

b. Baptism is for lost sinners! 

 

 

C. Forgiven Sinners Will Be Overwhelmingly Appreciative! 

 

 

D. Are You Self-righteous? The Self-righteous Feel NO Need For Jesus! 

 

 

E. Do You Feel Sorry For Yourself? Feeling Sorry For Yourself Does Not Help 

You Escape Sin! 

 

 

F. Do You Beat Yourself Up Because Of Sin? Self-abasement (Beating Up 

Yourself) Does Not Bring Forgiveness! 

1. Judas went out and hung himself!  

 

2. Mt. 27:3-5 “Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, 

was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 

priests and elders, 4saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ And 

they said, ‘What is that to us? You see to it!’ 5Then he threw down the 

pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged himself.” 

 

3. Ac. 1:18 “(Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and 

falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed 

out.)” 
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G. Forgiveness Requires Seeing Your Need; It Also Demands Repentance. 

1. Ac. 2:37,38 “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said 

to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ 
38Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

 

2. Ac. 16:29-31 “Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling 

before Paul and Silas. 30And he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must 

I do to be saved?’ 31So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 

will be saved, you and your household.’” 

 

 

E. May You And I Live With The Gratitude Of Paul -- I Cor. 15:10 “But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I 

labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was 

with me.” 


