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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

ISRAEL’S UNBELIEF AT KADESH-

BARNEA!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In The Last Lesson, Israel Was At Mt. Sinai. 

 

 

B. Having Given Moses The Instructions For The Tabernacle, It Was Now Time To 

Go To The Promised Land! 

 

 

C. Tonight We Examine A SAD Event In The Israel Of History -- Israel’s Unbelief 

At Kadesh-Barnea. 

1. (Slide #2)  It should have taken about eleven days for them to make the 

journey from Mt. Horeb (Sinai) to Kadesh-Barnea. 

a. Dt. 1:2 “It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir to 

Kadesh Barnea.” 

b. Tragically this journey took 40 years instead of 11 days!!! 

 

2. This one event had horrible consequences for the rest of the lives of all of 

the adults who left Egypt besides Joshua and Caleb! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  God’s Promise Of A “Promised Land!” 

A. Scriptures: 

1. When God called Moses, He told Him: “I have also established My 

covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their 

pilgrimage, in which they were strangers.” Ex. 6:4 

 

2. God’s promise to the Israelites when they were in Egypt. Ex. 12:25 “It will 

come to pass when you come to the land which the LORD will give you, 

just as He promised, that you shall keep this service.” 

 

3. God told Israel: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.” Lev. 25:38 

 

4. Dt. 6:3 “Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be 

well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your 

fathers has promised you--‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’” 
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5. Dt. 27:3 “You shall write on them all the words of this law, when you have 

crossed over, that you may enter the land which the LORD your God is 

giving you, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey,’ just as the LORD God of 

your fathers promised you.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  Moses Called For Spies From Each Tribe To Go Spy Out The Land. 

1. Nu. 13:1,2 “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2‘Send men to spy out 

the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each 

tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.’” 

 

2. After the 12 spies were selected, Moses sent them: “Then Moses sent them 

to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, ‘Go up this way into the 

South, and go up to the mountains, 18and see what the land is like: whether 

the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many; 19whether the 

land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like 

camps or strongholds; 20whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there 

are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the fruit of 

the land.’ Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.” Nu. 13:17-

20 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  Events Surrounding Israel’s Unbelief. 

A. (►)  Moses Sent The Spies Into Canaan From The South. 13:17 

 

 

B. (►)  They Were To Spy On The Land; Then Return And Give A Report To 

Moses. 

1. “and see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong 

or weak, few or many; 19whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; 

whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds; 20whether the 

land is rich or poor; and whether there are forests there or not.” 13:18-20 

 

2. Then they were to return and report on their findings. 

 

 

C. (►)  They Were To Bring Some Fruit From The Land To Show How Fertile It 

Was. This Was During The Time When The Grapes Were Ripe. 13:20 

 

 

D. (Slide #6)  In The Valley Of Eschol They Cut A Cluster Of Grapes That Had To 

Be Carried On A Pole By Two Men. They Also Brought Back Pomegranates 

And Figs. 13:23 
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E. (Slide #7)  After 40 Days They Returned From The Spy Trip. 13:25 

 

 

F. They Returned And Reported To The Nation At Kadesh; They Showed Them 

The Fruit Of Canaan. 13.26 

1. (►)  Their report: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows 

with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28Nevertheless the people who 

dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover 

we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29The Amalekites dwell in the land 

of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the 

mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the 

Jordan.” Nu. 13:27-29 

 

2. Emphases of their report: 

a. The land “flows with milk and honey!” 

b. The land is strong; the cities are fortified and large; there are giants in 

the land! 

c. The enemies are abundant -- Amalekites, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, 

and Canaanites! 

 

 

G. (Slide #8)  Caleb Interrupted The Fearful Report: “Let Us Go Up At Once And 

Take Possession, For We Are Well Able To Overcome It.” Nu. 13:30 

 

 

H. (►)  The 10 Faithless Spies Countered Caleb’s Optimistic Charge, “We are not 

able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. 32And they gave 

the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, 

‘The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its 

inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.’” Nu. 

13:31 

 

 

I. (►)  The Discouraged Congregation Lost Its Heart! 

1. Nu. 14:1-4 “So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the 

people wept that night. 2And all the children of Israel complained against 

Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, ‘If only we had 

died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3Why 

has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives 

and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return 

to Egypt?’ 4So they said to one another, ‘Let us select a leader and return to 

Egypt.’” 

 

2. Their woeful complaints: 

a. We wish we had died in Egypt! 

b. And if we did not die in Egypt, we wish we had already died this 

wilderness! 
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c. Why did God bring us and our families out here to be killed by the 

sword of the enemies? 

d. Let’s select another leader who will lead us back to Egypt! 

 

 

J. (Slide #9)  The Responses Of The Leaders: 

1. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in distress. Nu. 14:5 

 

2. Joshua And Caleb’s faithful charge! 

a. Nu. 14:6-9 “6But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore 

their clothes; 7and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of 

Israel, saying: ‘The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly 

good land. 8If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this 

land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9Only 

do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they 

are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD 

is with us. Do not fear them.” 

b. They expressed such confidence in God -- if He is pleased with us, He 

will give us the amazing land! 

c. Do not rebel against God or fear the people! 

d. Joshua was 40 at this time! Josh. 14:7 

 

 

K. (►)  The People Tried To Stone Joshua And Caleb With Stones. 

 

 

L. (►)  God’s Angry Response: 

1. “Now the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before 

all the children of Israel. 11Then the LORD said to Moses: ‘How long will 

these people reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the 

signs which I have performed among them? 12I will strike them with the 

pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and 

mightier than they.’” 

 

2. Imagine the Glory of God appearing at the Tabernacle and God speaking! 

 

3. His message to Moses: “How long will these people reject Me? And how 

long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed 

among them?” 

 

4. His threat: “12I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and 

I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.” 

 

 

M. (Slide #10)  Moses’ Was Concerned That God Would Be Dishonored: 14:13-19 

1. If you destroy Israel, the Egyptians will mock You! 13 
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2. The Egyptians will tell enemy nations that You, the God who leads them by 

the pillar of cloud by day and by the pillar of fire by night, are not able to 

bring these people to the Promised Land; therefore You just killed them in 

the wilderness. 13-16 

 

3. He pleads with God to be longsuffering, abundant in mercy, and forgiving 

of iniquity and transgression; he knows that God does not clear the guilty; 

he knows that the consequences of sin can impact the children of sinners to 

the third and fourth generations! 17-18 

 

4. He pleads with God to pardon their sin again as He had done from Egypt up 

to this point in time. 19 

 

 

N. (►)  God’s Pronouncements: 

1. I will pardon them. 20 

 

2. These people who have seen all of the signs from Egypt and throughout the 

wilderness have tested me 10 times and have not obeyed me. 21,22 

 

3. However, because of their sin, none of those who have rejected Me will see 

the Promised Land! 23 

 

4. The unbelievers will have to wander in the Wilderness until all of those over 

20 die; they will not enter the Promised Land! 25-29 

 

5. But two men will see the Promised Land! 

a. Caleb has a different spirit in him; he has followed Me fully; he will 

enter the Promised Land. 24 

b. Caleb and Joshua will enter the land.30 

 

6. Your children will see the land; all of you will wander in the Wilderness for 

40 years; all of you adults will die in the Wilderness! 31-33,35 

 

7. You will wander in the Wilderness one year for every day that the spies 

were in the Promised Land -- 40 days = 40 years! 34 

 

 

O. (Slide #11)  The 10 Faithless Spies Were Struck Dead By A Plague; Joshua And 

Caleb Lived. 36-38 

 

 

P. (►)  The People Were Distressed And Mourned Greatly! 39 
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Q. (►)  Some Of Them Tried To Go Out And Attack The Enemies; They Were 

Driven Back! 40-45 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #12)  Lessons From This Event: 

A. (►)  God Will Severely Punish Unbelief! 

 

 

B. (►)  A Few Faithless Men Can Discourage A Nation Or A Congregation! 

 

 

C. (►)  God Give Us More Joshua’s And Caleb’s Who Truly Trust God! 

 

 

D. (Slide #13)  God Wants To Bless His People Abundantly! 

 

 

E. (►)  Almost Is But To Fail! 

1. Israel was RIGHT OUTSIDE the Promised Land. 

 

2. They could have immediately possessed it! 

 

3. However, disbelief hinder them from entering; their children did not get to 

go in for the next 40 years! 

 

4. And tragically Moses did not either! 

a. He was allowed to see Canaan from Mt. Nebo; he was not allowed to 

enter Canaan! 

b. Dt. 32:48-50 “Then the LORD spoke to Moses that very same day, 

saying: 49‘Go up this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in 

the land of Moab, across from Jericho; view the land of Canaan, which 

I give to the children of Israel as a possession; 50and die on the 

mountain which you ascend, and be gathered to your people, just as 

Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his 

people;” 

 

5. We must live with the determination that is expressed in the words of some 

beautiful hymns: 

a. “To Canaan’s Land I’m On My Way!” 

b. “I’m Camping Toward Canaan’s Happy Land!” 

c. And in the song “Sing On” the words of the first verse say, “And 

looking over Jordan, I see the Promised Land.” 

d. We need to live with the idea that we are CLOSE to the Promised Land 

and that we intend to live for God, trust Him, obey Him, and enter that 

eternal Promised Land when we leave this world! 
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6. We must pray for faith so that we do not get close to Heaven and miss out! 

a. Israel was SO CLOSE to the Promised Land but they failed! 

b. We can fail too. 

c. II Pet. 2:20-22 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 

are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for 

them than the beginning. 21For it would have been better for them not to 

have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22But it has happened 

to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit,’ 

and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.’” 

d. Imagine being SO CLOSE, dying in sin, and then in torment in Hades 

and in Hell forever being haunted by “WHY????? Why did I give up 

and lose the Promised Land????” 

e. Paul gave the Hebrews a caution: “Beware, brethren, lest there be in 

any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;” 

Heb. 3:12 

f. Remember: 

1. “Almost is but to fail!” 

2. “Almost but lost!” 


