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WHAT WILL YOUR/THEIR FUTURE 

BE? 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Children -- WHAT A BLESSING! 

1. Eve -- “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, 

and said, ‘I have acquired a man from the LORD.’” 

 

2. Ps. 127:3 “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD.” 

 

 

B. Young People -- Life Ahead Of Them -- WHAT POTENTIAL! 

 

 

C. Yet, The Future Can Be A Life Of Serving God Or A Life Of Omitting God. 

 

 

D. Parents Can Raise Children FOR God; Parents Can Raise Children With A 

Focus Upon Everything BUT GOD! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Parents -- What Will Their Future Be? 

A. A Well-Known Proverb! 

1. Pr. 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he 

will not depart from it.” 

 

2. Realize that a parable is a generally true axiom -- it is NOT a “100% 

truism.” 

 

 

B. Raising Godly Children Is Not An Accident! 

1. Oh, yes, children have free will and can choose a different lifestyle that 

what their parents chose. THANK GOD THAT IS TRUE! 

 

2. Characteristics of Resolute Parents: 

a. They pray FOR children like Hannah! I Sa. 1:11 “O LORD of hosts, 

if You will…..give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him 

to the LORD all the days of his life.” 
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b. They pray for children’s life like David! II Sa. 12:16 “David 

therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in 

and lay all night on the ground.” 

c. They pray for their future like David! I Chr. 29:19 “And give my son 

Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your 

testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the 

temple for which I have made provision.” 

d. They pray for their morals like Job! Job 1:5 “So it was, when the 

days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify 

them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings 

according to the number of them all. For Job said, ‘It may be that my 

sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’ Thus Job did 

regularly.” 

e. They agonize when their children fail! II Sa. 18:33 “Then the king 

was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. 

And as he went, he said thus: ‘O my son Absalom--my son, my son 

Absalom--if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my 

son!’” 

 

 

C. God Calls Upon Parents To Spiritually Educate Their Children! 

1. Dt. 6:7-9 “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

 

2. Dt. 6:20-24 “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the 

meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which the 

LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21then you shall say to your son: ‘We 

were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of Egypt 

with a mighty hand; 22and the LORD showed signs and wonders before our 

eyes, great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all his household. 23Then 

He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land 

of which He swore to our fathers. 24And the LORD commanded us to 

observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, 

that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. 25Then it will be 

righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments 

before the LORD our God, as He has commanded us.’” 

 

3. Ex. 12:26,27 “And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you 

mean by this service?’ 27that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the 

LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when 

He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’ ’ So the people 

bowed their heads and worshiped.” 
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D. God’s Call To Fathers: 

1. Eph. 6:4 “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 

 

2. Col. 3:21 “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 

discouraged.” 

 

 

E. God’s Call To Mothers: 

1. God gave you the privilege to raise a child. 

 

2. Bring a child into physical life is amazing; bring a child to spiritual life is 

GREATEST GIFT YOU CAN EVER GIVE A CHILD!!! 

 

3. Hannah -- “I want my son to be a servant of the Lord!” 

 

4. Lois & Eunice -- II Tim. 1:5 “when I call to remembrance the genuine faith 

that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.” 

 

 

F. Influence Of Mothers And Fathers: 

1. A godly mother’s influence can be great; an ungodly father’s influence can 

speak louder! 

 

2. A godly father’s influence can be great; an ungodly mother’s influence can 

speak louder! 

 

3. A wicked father’s wickedness can become more corrupt by the influence of  

a vile mother! (I Ki. 21:25 “But there was no one like Ahab who sold 

himself to do wickedness in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his 

wife stirred him up.”) 

 

4. A wicked mother’s wickedness can become more corrupt by the influence 

of a vile father. 

 

 

G. An Unmentioned Father And Mother Whose Son Was Likely A Hero In Their 

Heathen Eyes -- Goliath’s Parents! I Sam. 17 

1. Who were they? 

a. We will call them Mr. & Mrs. Philistine (Goliath’s parents) 

b. Speculations: 

1. About his father: 

a. Some say Anak was his father and Sheshai, Ahiman, and 

Talmai were his brothers. They cite Josh. 15:14 

b. I Chr. 20:5 identifies a brother names “Lahmi” who was killed 

by Elhanan. 
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c. Some say Rapha was his father. 

 

2. About his mother: 

a. Rabbinical literature suggests that Orpah professed a desire to 

accompany Ruth to follow their mother-in-law Naomi back to 

Bethlehem of Judea, however, at Naomi’s insistence, Orpah 

turned back to her people, the Moabites, while Ruth went to 

Bethlehem of Judea with Naomi. It suggests Orpah began to 

live a very profligate life, and bore 4 giants sons, Goliath and 

his three brothers. 

b. For Ruth, God became her God! Ruth 1:16,17 “But Ruth said: 

‘Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following 

after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you 

lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And your 

God, my God. 17Where you die, I will die, And there will I be 

buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If anything but 

death parts you and me.” 

c. All we know for sure about Orpah is that she was a Moabitess 

who married Chilion, the son of Elimelech and Naomi. 

d. For Orpah, she returned to Moab and continued to embrace 

Moloch, the heathen god of Moab as the object of her worship. 

 

2. They lived in Gath -- one of the 5 major cities of the Philistines. I Sa. 17:4 

 

3. Imagine their thinking: 

a. What a BIG healthy baby! 

b. We want him to be the strongest boy in our community! 

c. We want him to have the best training any boy can get. 

d. We want him to be the BIGGEST giant of all! (Well, he was -- 9’ 9”!) 

e. We want him to be a hero in our country! 

f. We want him to be a champion! 

g. We want him to be the GREATEST soldier of all time! 

 

4. (Slide #3)  What they raised: (Imagine them saying, “That’s OUR son!”) 

a. A fearless warrior. 

b. An unmatched soldier. 

c. The Philistine champion. 

d. An idolatrous man who worshiped Dagon [the fish god (having the 

upper body of a man and lower body of a fish) who was a god of 

fertility and crops], Baal [son of Dagon], and Astarte [goddess] but had 

NO knowledge of or fear of God. 

e. (Slide #4)  An arrogant giant slain by David with a sling and stone. 

1. I Sa. 17:44,45 “And the Philistine said to David, ‘Come to me, and 

I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the 

field!’ 45Then David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with a 

sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the 
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name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 

you have defied.’” 

2. The mighty giant is so helpless against David and God! 

f. A defier of God who had no chance of standing against God! 

1. He cursed David by his gods! I Sa. 17:43 

2. No one can stand before God and His power! 

g. A humiliated, slain champion! 

1. I Sa. 17:51 “Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, 

took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut 

off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their 

champion was dead, they fled.” 

2. I Sa. 17:54 “And David took the head of the Philistine and brought 

it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.” 

 

 

H. (Slide #5)  A Godly Man And His Wife Whose Priorities Became Skewed And 

Their Decisions Devastated Their Family! 

1. Mr. & Mrs. Lot! 

 

2. Lot was Abraham’s nephew. Gen. 11:27; 12:5 

 

3. They became a wealthy family. Gen. 13:1-7 

 

4. Ah, but a foolish choice -- he chose the land that was well-watered and 

looked like the Garden of Eden! Gen. 13:10 

 

5. He ignored the wickedness! Gen. 13:13 “But the men of Sodom were 

exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD.” 

 

6. It was a city of rampant wealth and raging immorality -- aggressive 

homosexuality prevailed. Gen. 19:4-7 

 

7. Sad influences that devastated Lot’s family: 

a. He offered his virgin daughters to the lascivious mob! Gen. 19:8 

b. His wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. Gen. 19:26 

c. He lost all his possessions and ended up in cave in the wilderness. Gen. 

19:30 

d. His perverted daughters got him drunk, committed incest, and had sons 

by their dad! Gen. 19:31-38 

 

 

I. (Slide #6)  Parents, What Are You Giving Your Children? 

1. What are you wanting for them? 

 

2. What are the greatest priorities you are emphasizing for them? 
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3. How concerned are you about their spiritual education, growth, and 

commitment? 

 

4. Are Bible study and worship more important than sports, travel teams,  and 

academic attainments? 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #7)  Young People -- What Will Your Future Be? 

A. Some Young People Choose A Life Of Omitting God. 

1. For some that is the way they were raised by their parents! 

 

2. For some, they are following the sinful ways of friends they have chosen. 

a. I Cor. 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good 

habits.’” 

b. If you associate with unbelievers, those who ridicule the Bible and Its 

authority, the rebellious, drug users, those who use alcohol, or those 

whose focus is upon worldliness (wisdom, wine, women -- Solomon in 

Ecclesiastes) -- YOU WILL BECOME LIKE THEM! And as Solomon 

said, “The result is VANITY!” 

 

 

B. Some Young People Refuse To Follow The Godly Ways Of Their Parents! 

1. Ezek. 18:4-9 talks about a man who chooses to obey God. Thank God we 

have choice! 

 

2. Ezek. 18:10-13 describes the above Godly man who has a son who chooses 

to follow the ways of ungodliness. 

a. Ezek. 18:10-13 “If he begets a son who is a robber Or a shedder of 

blood, Who does any of these things 11And does none of those duties, 

But has eaten on the mountains Or defiled his neighbor’s wife; 12If he 

has oppressed the poor and needy, Robbed by violence, Not restored the 

pledge, Lifted his eyes to the idols, Or committed abomination; 13If he 

has exacted usury Or taken increase-- Shall he then live? He shall not 

live! If he has done any of these abominations, He shall surely die; His 

blood shall be upon him.” 

b. This is tragic to see. 

 

3. Biblical examples of young people who sank FAR BELOW their fathers! 

a. Eli’s sons: 

1. I Sa. 2:12-17 “Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not 

know the LORD. 13And the priests’ custom with the people was 

that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest's servant would 

come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat 

was boiling. 14Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or 

caldron, or pot; and the priest would take for himself all that the 

fleshhook brought up. So they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites 
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who came there. 15Also, before they burned the fat, the priest's 

servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, ‘Give meat 

for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, 

but raw.’ 16And if the man said to him, ‘They should really burn 

the fat first; then you may take as much as your heart desires,’ he 

would then answer him, ‘No, but you must give it now; and if not, I 

will take it by force.’ 17Therefore the sin of the young men was 

very great before the LORD, for men abhorred the offering of the 

LORD.” 

2. I Sa. 2:22-25 “Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his 

sons did to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who 

assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 23So he said to 

them, ‘Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings 

from all the people. 24No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I 

hear. You make the LORD’S people transgress. 25If one man sins 

against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins against the 

LORD, who will intercede for him?’ Nevertheless they did not 

heed the voice of their father, because the LORD desired to kill 

them.” 

3. I Sa. 2:34 “Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon 

your two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they shall die, 

both of them.” 

4. I Sa. 3:13,14 “For I have told him that I will judge his house 

forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made 

themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 14And therefore I 

have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall 

not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

5. I Sa. 4:2 “Then the Philistines put themselves in battle array 

against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by 

the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in 

the field.” 

6. I Sa. 4:4,5 “So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring 

from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, who 

dwells between the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 

Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5And 

when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all 

Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook.” 

7. I Sa. 4:10,11 “So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, 

and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, 

and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11Also the ark 

of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 

Phinehas, died.” 
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8. All of these events BROKE THE HEART of Eli who then fell 

backward and broke his neck! I Sa. 4:15-18 “Eli was ninety-eight 

years old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. 16Then 

the man said to Eli, ‘I am he who came from the battle. And I fled 

today from the battle line.’ And he said, ‘What happened, my son?’ 
17So the messenger answered and said, ‘Israel has fled before the 

Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. 

Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of 

God has been captured.’ 18Then it happened, when he made 

mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the 

side of the gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for the man 

was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years.” 

b. Samuel’s sons. 

1. I Sa. 8:3 “But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside 

after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.” 

2. Because of their sin, Israel demanded a king! I Sa. 8:4,5 

c. Godly fathers can certainly have wicked sons -- David and Absalom. II 

Sa. 15 

 

 

C. Some Young People Refuse To Follow The Sinful Ways Of Their Parents And 

Choose To Serve God! 

1. Ezek. 18:10-13 described a man who hated the ways of his godly father and 

lived a vile life. 

 

2. Ezek. 18:14-17 “If, however, he begets a son Who sees all the sins which 

his father has done, And considers but does not do likewise; 15Who has not 

eaten on the mountains, Nor lifted his eyes to the idols of the house of 

Israel, Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife; 16Has not oppressed anyone, Nor 

withheld a pledge, Nor robbed by violence, But has given his bread to the 

hungry And covered the naked with clothing; 17Who has withdrawn his hand 

from the poor And not received usury or increase, But has executed My 

judgments And walked in My statutes-- He shall not die for the iniquity of 

his father; He shall surely live!” 

 

4. You people can rise FAR ABOVE their fathers! 

a. Jonathan was far much better than his father King Saul! I Sa. 13-31 

b. Josiah rose far above the sinfulness of his grandfather Manasseh and his 

father Amon. II Chr. 33-35 

 

 

D. Some Young People Use Their Potential To Learn About, Live For, And Glorify 

God -- They Long For A Reconciled Life With God NOW And Heaven 

Eternally! 

1. Joseph in slavery in a foreign country amidst temptation, facing deceit, 

dishonesty, and mistreatment was obedient to God! 
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2. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in captivity under severe 

scrutiny and constant threat stood firm against every threat and punishment 

(fiery furnace and lion’s den). 

 

3. Timothy was a loyal servant of God and co-worker with Paul 

 

 

E. Charges To Youth: 

1. Ecc. 12:1 “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before 

the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no 

pleasure in them:” 

 

2. Pr. 6:20 “My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law 

of your mother.” 

 

3. I Tim. 4:12 “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the 

believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 

 

4. II Tim. 2:22 “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, 

peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 

 

 

 

(Slide #8)  Conclusion: 

A. Parents And Youth Must Seriously Consider What Is Presently Being Done And 

The Impact It Will Have Upon The Future! 

 

 

B. Remember That Our Present Decisions Determine Eternity! 

 

 

C. May All Of Us Live Our Lives To Glorify Him! Ps. 148:11-13 “Kings of the 

earth and all peoples; Princes and all judges of the earth; 12Both young men and 

maidens; Old men and children. 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, For 

His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven.” 


