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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

CROSSING THE JORDAN AND 

ENTERING THE PROMISED LAND! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Previous Lessons We Saw Israel Miraculously Delivered From Egypt, Given 

The Law At Mt. Sinai, Turning To Idolatry With The Golden Calf, And Being 

On The Precipice Of Entering Canaan They Were Discouraged By The Faithless 

Spies, Wandered In The Wilderness For 40 Years, And Moses Repeated The 

Law For The Children Of Those Who Came Out Of Egypt But Died In The 

Wilderness; Only Joshua And Caleb Survived; Moses Died On Mt. Nebo After 

God Allowed Him To See The Promised Land. 

 

 

B. Tonight: That LONGED FOR Moment Promised To Abraham 470 Years Earlier 

And Anticipated By Israel After Escaping Egypt 40 Years Earlier Finally Comes 

To Fruition. 

 

 

C. Remember: 

1. 40 years earlier they were right outside the Promised Land at Kadesh 

Barnea. 

 

2. All they had to do was trust God and enter that amazing Promised Land. 

 

3. But because of the fear instilled in their hearts by the 10 faithless spies, they 

were doomed to 40 years of wilderness wandering and death. 

 

 

D. Now 40 Years Later, Joshua Will Lead Them Into That Land Of Their Dreams! 

 

 

E. Tonight’s Texts: Joshua 3,4 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Joshua’s Call; Preparations To Enter Canaan. 

A. The LORD Calls Joshua To Lead The People Into The Promised Land. 

1. 1:2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, 

you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them--the children 

of Israel.” 
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2. The Promise -- all the land from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean. 1:3-5 

 

3. Be strong and courageous! 1:6,7,9 

 

4. Observe the Law! 1:7,8 

 

 

B. He Tells The People To Get Ready To Enter The Land In 3 Days! 1:10,11 

 

 

C. He Reminds The 2 ½ Tribes Who Requested Land East Of Jordan (Reuben, 

Gad, and ½ of the tribe of Manasseh) Of The Vow To Help The Other Tribes To 

Drive Out The Enemies In Canaan. 1:12-18 

 

 

D. Joshua Sent Two Spies Who Spied Out The Land, Particularly Jericho. That Is 

Where They Met Rahab. Chapter 2 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Crossing The Jordan. 

A. They Were To Move When They Saw The Priests Carry The Ark Of The 

Covenant Toward The Jordan River. Josh. 3:3 

1. (Slide #4)  Remember that God had given them specific instructions on the 

order in which they were to camp and to travel. Nu. 2 

a. This reminds us that God wanted things done “decently and in order.” 

b. You don’t move 2-5 million people by random initiative or chaotic 

mob-like movement. 

c. (Slide #5)  It takes organization! And why be surprised? God is a God 

of organization. 

 

2. There was to be a space of 2,000 cubits (3,500’ -- 2/3 of a mile) between the 

Ark and the people. Josh. 3:4 

 

3. They were to sanctify themselves because on the next day they would see 

miraculous wonders! Josh. 3:5 

 

 

B. Crossing The Jordan River. 

1. (Slide #6)  The priests took the Ark of the Covenant and began to move. 

 

2. The priests were to carry the Ark to the Jordan and stand in the river bed. 

Josh. 3:8. As soon as their feet touched the water, the Jordan would part just 

as the Red Sea had parted (from the city of Adam to the Dead Sea -- about 

20 miles!) Josh. 3:13, the waters coming from the north would be as if they 

were dammed up. No water would flow into the Dead Sea. Josh. 3:16 
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3. The priests remained in the riverbed until all of Israel passed through the 

parted Jordan River! Josh. 3:17 

 

4. One man from each tribe had been selected, Josh. 3:12; they were to take 12 

stones from the riverbed where the priests stood with the Ark of the 

Covenant, carry them to the west side of the Jordan River, and place them 

where they camped the first night in Canaan! Josh. 4:2-5 

a. What was the purpose of these stones? 

b. “When your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these 

stones mean to you?’ 7Then you shall answer them that the waters of 

the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; 

when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. 

And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel 

forever.” Josh. 4:6,7 

c. The men did as Joshua commanded them. Josh. 4:8 

 

5. Then Joshua set up 12 stones in the midst of the Jordan River bed where the 

priests had stood. Josh. 4:9-10 

 

6. Accompanying the 9 ½ tribes were soldiers from Reuben, Gad, and the ½ 

tribe of Manasseh (about 40,000 soldiers). Josh. 4:12,13 

 

7. After all the nation passed over the Jordan, the priests carrying the Ark of 

the Covenant left the Jordan River bed in the sight of all the people. Josh. 

4:11 

 

8. God told Joshua to command the priests to “Come up from the Jordan;” 

when their feet touched the dry ground, the Jordan waters flowed again and 

overflowed its banks as before! Josh. 4:14-18 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  Events In The Promised Land. 

A. They Camped In Gilgal. Josh. 4:19 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  They Set Up 12 Stones They Had Taken From The Jordan And Set 

Up A Memorial At Gilgal. Josh. 4:20 

1. Joshua told them that this was a memorial so they could teach their children 

about God’s supernatural entrance into Canaan! Josh. 4:21-24 

 

2. When your children ask, “What are these stones?” tell them, “Israel crossed 

over this Jordan on dry land; for the LORD your God dried up the waters of 

the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your God 

did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 
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that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is 

mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” Josh. 4:22-24 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #9)  Lessons For Christians Today. 

A. (Slide #10)  “Be Strong And Of Good Courage.” 

1. This was God’s charge to Joshua. Josh. 1:6,7,9 

 

2. This had previously been Moses’ charge to Israel just before He died. Dt. 

31:6 “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for 

the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave 

you nor forsake you.” 

 

3. This had previously been Moses’ charge to Joshua. Dt. 31:7,8 “Then 

Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong and 

of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the 

LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to 

inherit it. 8And the LORD, He is the one who goes before you. He will be 

with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be 

dismayed.’” 

 

4. Moses reiterated this charge as Joshua was inaugurated. Dt. 31:23 

“Then He inaugurated Joshua the son of Nun, and said, ‘Be strong and of 

good courage; for you shall bring the children of Israel into the land of 

which I swore to them, and I will be with you.’” 

 

5. When Joshua was inaugurated, the people committed to be obedient to 

God; they encouraged Joshua to be strong and of good courage. Josh. 1:18 

“Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed your words, in 

all that you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good 

courage.” 

 

6. After 5 kings attacked Gibeon, Joshua rescued it with God’s help -- 

hailstones along with the sun and moon standing still; when the 5 kings 

were captured, Joshua challenged them to be strong before he killed the 

kings! Josh. 10:25 “Then Joshua said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, nor be 

dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for thus the LORD will do to all 

your enemies against whom you fight.’” 

 

7. David, just before his death, charged Solomon to accept the task of 

building the Temple! “And David said to his son Solomon, ‘Be strong and 

of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD God-

-my God--will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you 

have finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD.’” I Chr. 

28:20 
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8. What it means to all of us: 

a. We all face serious situations in life -- temptations, attacks by false 

teachers, weddings, having babies, jobs, job losses, illnesses, 

persecutions, congregational decisions and challenges, huge tasks, and 

new jobs or responsibilities. 

b. The question, how do we face all these unique situations? 

c. “BE STRONG!” 

1. Have “bulldog determination!” 

2. Believe that God will be with you if you love Him and are faithful! 

3. Build your faith and trust; let nothing or no one deter you from 

your task! 

4. Keep your commitment -- whatever you have promised, DO IT! 

(Like the 2 ½ tribes). 

d. “TAKE COURAGE!” 

1. Do not let fear debilitate you! 

2. Do not let doubt debilitate you! 

3. Trust God; face challenges with determination! 

4. Phil. 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

 

B. (►)  God Is The Great Deliverer For His People! 

1. (Slide #11)  What an UNBELIEVABLE deliverance from Egypt at the Red 

Sea! 

a. They had seen the 10 Plagues devastate Egypt! 

b. After the Passover of the 10th plague, Pharaoh let them leave. 

c. Almost immediately he had a change of mind and pursued them. 

d. As they neared the Red Sea, with wilderness on both sides and 

Pharaoh’s army quickly gaining on them, God promised to deliver 

them. 

e. The Israelites were terrified. Ex. 14:10-14 

f. God told Moses to lift up his rod toward the Red Sea; Israel would walk 

through that mighty Sea on dry ground. Ex. 14:15-18 

g. A pillar of cloud separated the Israel And The Egyptians. Ex. 14:19,20 

h. God opened the Red Sea; Israel escaped as they hurriedly walked 

through on dry ground; the Egyptians were destroyed as the waters 

crashed back together! Ex. 14:21-31 

 

2. (Slide #12)  What an AMAZING deliverance for Israel into Canaan! 

a. The waters were at flood level. 

b. But when the priests feet hit the water, the Jordan River ceased to flow; 

the waters backed up as if being dammed; they walked through on dry 

ground! 

 

3. (Slide #13)  What an AWESOME spiritual deliverance from sin to salvation 

at baptism! 

a. Water baptism is the spiritual antitype of Israel being delivered from 

Egyptian bondage. 



 6 

b. At baptism, sinners are delivered from the captivity and slavery of sin! 

Rom. 6:3-7 

c. At baptism the sinner contacts the saving BLOOD of Christ! Eph. 1:7 

d. This is a deliverance that can only occur by the power of Almighty 

God! Eph. 1:19,20 

 

4. (Slide #14)  What a FINAL DELIVERANCE -- across the vale of death into 

eternity! 

a. God’s angels escort His people to Paradise! 

1. Lk. 16:22 “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the 

angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was 

buried.” 

2. God’s people WILL NOT BE ALONE at death! 

b. “I Won’t Have To Cross Jordan Alone!” 

c. And after being in Paradise, He will come on the Last Day and take us 

home with Him to Heaven forever!!! 

 

 

C. (Slide #15)  Spiritual Memorials Are SO Significant! 

1. We usually think of memorials as reminders. 

 

2. (Slide #16)  Many earthly memorials lose their significance to future 

generations because young people are not reminded of the person or event 

that the memorial represents. 

a. What does the Statue of Liberty mean to most young Americans? 

1. This has been a heart-touching statue to people fleeing oppression 

and coming to America for freedom. 

2. It has been a memorial of hope to those who have come here for 

jobs and opportunity. 

3. Sadly those raised here have little understanding of its TRUE 

significance! 

4. It was a gift from the people of France to the people of the U.S.; it 

was dedicated on October 28, 1886; it was designated as a National 

Monument in 1924. 

b. (Slide #17)  The pyramids -- there were 138 in Egypt in 2008. Most 

were memorial tombs for the Pharaohs. 

c. (Slide #18)  Many memorials in eastern Europe that were built during 

the days of Soviet socialism have little if any meaning to most people 

today. 

1. Picture by Jan Kempenaers of memorials commemorating WWII 

sites and reminders of concentration camps. 

2. Yugoslavian dictator Josip Broz Tito commissioned many that 

were built in the 1960’s and 1970’s. Millions visited them in the 

1990’s. 

3. Today they are abandoned; their symbolism is totally lost. 

 

3. I am always amazed at God’s memorials -- simple, profound, and impactful! 
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a. (Slide #19)  The Passover Memorial 

1. Ex. 12:14 “So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall 

keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You 

shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.” 

2. (Slide #20)  It was so simple -- lamb, unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs. Ex. 12:8 

b. (Slide #21)  Memorial of the Jordan crossing and entrance into Canaan. 

1. 12 men, one from each tribe, took 12 stones from the riverbed 

where the priests stood with the Ark of the Covenant, carried them 

to the west side of the Jordan River, and placed them where they 

camped the first night in Canaan! Josh. 4:2-5 

2. What was the purpose of these stones? 

3. “When your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these 

stones mean to you?’ 7Then you shall answer them that the waters 

of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan 

were cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the 

children of Israel forever.” Josh. 4:6,7 

4. They set them up as a memorial at Gilgal. Josh. 4:20 

5. Don’t ever forget God bringing us into this land! 

6. Josh. 4:21-24 “Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: 

‘When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 

‘What are these stones?’ 22then you shall let your children know, 

saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’; 23for the 

LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until 

you had crossed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, 

which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 24that all 

the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is 

mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.’” 

7. It was SO simple -- 12 stones! 

c. (Slide #22)  Stones at Jordan -- a misunderstood memorial that almost 

became a massacre. 

1. Memorials reminding us of connection and fellowship are also 

vital. 

2. When the soldiers of the 2 ½ tribes fulfilled their vow to help clear 

out the land of Canaan, they began their trip home. 

3. Joshua sent them home. Josh. 22:1-6 

4. When they got to the Jordan River, they built a massive altar as a 

memorial of their connection to the 9 ½ tribes west of the Jordan 

River -- “these are our brethren!” Josh. 22:10 

5. When the 9 ½ tribes heard about the altar, they immediately 

assumed that the 2 ½ tribes had turned to idolatry; they rose up to 

go to war against them. 

6. When Phinehas confronted the 2 ½ tribes, they explained: “But in 

fact we have done it for fear, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to come 

your descendants may speak to our descendants, saying, ‘What 

have you to do with the LORD God of Israel? 25For the LORD has 
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made the Jordan a border between you and us, you children of 

Reuben and children of Gad. You have no part in the LORD.’ So 

your descendants would make our descendants cease fearing the 

LORD.’ 26Therefore we said, ‘Let us now prepare to build 

ourselves an altar, not for burnt offering nor for sacrifice, 27but that 

it may be a witness between you and us and our generations after 

us, that we may perform the service of the LORD before Him with 

our burnt offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our peace 

offerings; that your descendants may not say to our descendants in 

time to come, ‘You have no part in the LORD.’ ’ 28Therefore we 

said that it will be, when they say this to us or to our generations in 

time to come, that we may say, ‘Here is the replica of the altar of 

the LORD which our fathers made, though not for burnt offerings 

nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between you and us.’ 29Far be 

it from us that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn from 

following the LORD this day, to build an altar for burnt offerings, 

for grain offerings, or for sacrifices, besides the altar of the LORD 

our God which is before His tabernacle.” Josh. 22:24-29 

7. Phinehas spared a GREAT massacre; the altar was henceforth 

knows as “Ed” or “Witness.” Josh. 22:34 

d. (Slide #23)  Lord’s Supper. 

1. I Cor. 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord that which I also 

delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He 

was betrayed took bread; 24and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for 

you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25In the same manner He also 

took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in 

My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.’ 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” 

2. I Cor. 5:7 “Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a 

new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our 

Passover, was sacrificed for us.” 

3. (Slide #24)  This simple memorial of unleavened bread and grape 

juice calls us back to our roots spiritually! It reminds us of our need 

for a Savior; it exalts Christ as our Savior; it reinvigorates our 

commitment to Him; it prods us to continue faithfulness to Him! 

 

 

D. (Slide #25)  Israel Was Eager To Enter The Promised Land, Canaan, We 

Should Be Eager To Enter Our Eternal Home, Heaven! 

1. What a day of rejoicing -- Israel FINALLY got to enter Canaan! 

 

2. (Slide #26)  But comparable to that, WHAT A DAY WHEN GOD’S 

PEOPLE GO TO THAT ETERNAL HOME, HEAVEN! 

a. It’s perfection -- I Pet. 1:4 “to an inheritance incorruptible and 

undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,” 
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b. We should long for and live for that home! 

 

3. We Sing About It: 

a. “To Canaan’s Land I’m On My Way, Where the soul of man never 

dies!” 

b. “Face To Face With Christ My Savior!” 

c. “What A Day That Will Be When My Jesus I Shall See!” 

d. “On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and cast a wistful eye to Canaan’s 

fair and happy land, Where my possessions lie! I am bound for the 

Promised Land, I am bound for the Promised Land, O who will come 

and go with me? I am bound for the Promised Land!” 


