
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 “HOW THE PAST IMPACTS OUR 

PRESENT.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Your Past -- Life That Has Already Been Lived. 

1. You may like to view it as “water under the bridge.” 

 

2. However, the past can have HUGE impact upon our present. 

 

 

B. If A Person’s Past Has Been VERY Difficult, You Often Hear Comments By 

“Well-Meaning” People: “Get Over It!” “Just Put It Behind You! “Move On!” 

“Let It Go!” “The Past Is Gone!” Ah, But It Is NOT SO EASY!!!!!! 

 

 

C. Question: How Has Your Past Impacted You? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Past Can Discourage You In The Present! 

A. That Is Why IT Is Not Healthy To Live In The Past! 

 

 

B. You May Have Had A Peaceable Happy Life That You Do Not Have Now. 

1. You may look back to a less hectic peaceable life than you have now. 

 

2. You may have had a peaceable marriage that you do not have now or you 

may be divorced. 

 

3. Disease may have destroyed your health. 

 

4. You may have had a great life; your mate, child, parent, or grandchild has 

died. 

 

 

C. You May Resent Life Presently Because MANY THINGS HAVE Changed! 

1. Gasoline prices: 

a. 45 years ago when Vicky and I were dating, I remember buying gas for 

.23 cents or .25 cents per gallon. 
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b. .23 cent a gallon gas can make you frustrated and miserable when you 

presently are paying $3.25 or $4.00. 

 

2. Soft drinks: 

a. Ale-8 

b. G. L. Wainscott started bottling it in 1926. 

c. .05 cent soft drinks can make you angry when you go to Henderson 

now and have to pay about .80 cents a bottle or go to a restaurant now 

and they charge $2.49 for a drink! 

 

3. Many are so angry about the expense of medical fees today. 

a. An old doctor in Stanton, KY, Dr. Knox, made his own medicine. 

b. Now amazing machines, MRI’s. 

 

 

D. You May Miss Some Great Opportunities To Make Your Life Easier. 

1. Knife or food processor: 

a. I used to dice 2 stalks of celery and 3 pounds of onions by hand. 

b. A food processor saves me SO MUCH time! 

c. Yea, but when I do it by hand, there is SO MUCH LOVE in it! 

d. TRUE, and LOTS OF STINKY HANDS! 

 

2. Hand bush trimmers or electric trimmers. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  The Past Can Deter You From Success Today. 

A. Many Take Great Comfort Based Upon Past Accomplishments. 

1. In Life: “I did this; I did that, et. al.” 

 

2. In The Church 

a. Growth 

b. Strength 

c. Past conversions 

 

 

B. Statements: 

1. “I taught Bible Class for 40 years!” 

 

2. “I taught this many people.” 

 

3. “I baptized this many people!” 

 

 

C. What We Have Been Able To Do In The Past Was Good; BUT, What Are You 

Doing NOW For The Lord And People? 
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D. I Cor. 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the 

Lord.” 

 

 

E. Look For Opportunities Presently And In The Future; Do Not “Rest On Your 

Laurels!” 

 

 

F. Live In The Present, NOT In The Past! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  The Past Can Leave Severe Fears Or Scars In The Present. 

A. My Fears: 

1. Dentist. 

a. I had an abscessed tooth [infected] when I was about 4 years old. 

b. We went to the dentist; he pulled my tooth; I thought he was going to 

hank my head off! 

c. For 22 years I was terrified to go to the dentist; I never had a needle in 

my mouth; the dentist would beg me to let him numb me; I would just 

hold on to the chair while he drilled out a cavity and filled it. 

 

2. Castor Oil! YUCK! 

 

 

B. The Past CAN Scar People For Life. 

1. Constant criticism at home or school can cause a child through childhood 

and into adulthood to feel totally inadequate and to constantly struggle with 

new challenges because of the fear of failure. 

 

2. Sexual abuse can cause a person to feel dirty and to see God’s gift of 

sexuality as a curse. 

 

3. Succumbing to temptations in the past and past sins can haunt us as we face 

the present and the future. WHY did I do that? 

 

 

C. The Past Can Make Present Life VERY Difficult. 

1. Past waste can make present life very difficult financially. 

 

2. Past drug use can cause many difficulties in people’s lives. 

 

3. Much of Jacob’s trouble was because of his deceit, having to flee home, and 

then terror as he returned home years later. Gen. 27-33 
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D. The Past Can DESTROY You! 

1. Judas could not “forgive” himself! 

a. So, he went out and hung himself! 

b. Mt. 27:3-5 “Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been 

condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver 

to the chief priests and elders, 4saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.’ And they said, ‘What is that to us? You see to it!’ 
5Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, 

and went and hanged himself.” 

 

2. Favoritism by your parents toward others can embitter you for life -- Joseph’ 

brothers! Gen. 37:1-4 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #5)  The Past Can Make You Seek Better Ways To Do Things! 

A. Examples In My Dad’s Life (He Died Last Year At Age 96). 

1. Dad -- you unloaded trucks by hand with a 2 wheeler buggy 

a. He believed it was important to physically work hard. 

b. Thus he would NEVER buy a fork lift -- it cost too much; it made life 

TOO easy! 

c. I was always urging him to find a better way. 

 

2. Dad -- Store Office. 

a. He never used a computer or a cell phone. 

b. He never wanted my mother to have a computer to do bookwork or to 

so bills. 

c. We wrote every ticket by hand. 

d. I was always urging him to find a better way. 

 

 

B. You May Not Be Nearly As Productive As You Could Be. 

1. Computer 

 

2. Smart phone 

 

3. Bible program on phone or i-pod 

 

4. Books versus e-books 
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V. (Slide #6)  The Past Can Prepare You For The Present. 

A. Moses. 

1. Raised in Pharaoh’s house for 40 years. Ex. 2 

a. His parents had to hide him in the bulrushes to save his life! 1-4 

b. Pharaoh’s daughter found him in the Nile River; his mother nursed 

him; then Pharaoh’s daughter took him to the palace, and raised him as 

her son! 5-10 

c. He had great educational opportunities. 

d. He learned about leadership. 

 

2. When he killed the Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew, he fled for his life 

to Midian. There he remained for 40 years learning the very land where he 

would lead Israel as they wandered in the wilderness for the next 40 years! 

11-25 

 

3. Then God called Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt to Canaan. Ex. 3-Dt. 34. 

Sadly Moses was not allowed to go into Canaan; he died on Mt. Nebo after 

God allowed him to look over into the Promised Land. Dt. 34. 

 

4. How often do we become impatient or feel like we are getting nowhere; if 

we are patient, God can be working on us to prepare us for future service in 

His Kingdom. 

a. I may not be ready to do something at age 20 but I may be at age 40. 

b. I may not be prepared to make an impact until age 80! 

c. The question, “Am I allowing God to use my circumstances to prepare 

me for whatever I can do for His Cause?” 

 

 

B. David: I Sa. 17 

1. Nothing could seem more intriguing for a late teen than to get to go see his 

brothers who are soldiers, to see the army, and to see them on the verge of 

battle! At the same time, nothing might seem more frightening than to see 

your brothers and your country’s army ready to go to battle in a seemingly 

impossible victory. 

 

2. When Goliath was challenging the Israelites to just send out one soldier to 

fight him; the army of the loser would submit themselves to the army of the 

winner. NOT ONE ISRAELITE SOLDIER nor KING SAUL had the 

courage to step forward! 

 

3. Yet, David eagerly volunteered! 
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4. Why? The past had prepared him for the present! 

a. I Sa. 17:33-37 “And Saul said to David, ‘You are not able to go against 

this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of 

war from his youth.’ 34But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant used to 

keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb 

out of the flock, 35I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the 

lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its 

beard, and struck and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both lion and 

bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing 

he has defied the armies of the living God.’ 37Moreover David said, 

‘The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the 

paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.’ 

And Saul said to David, ‘Go, and the LORD be with you!’” 

b. He was in a sense battle tested! 

c. His faith in God was gigantic! 

d. He KNEW God would deliver Goliath into his hands! 

 

 

C. Opportunities My Parents Gave Me: 

1. Spiritual opportunities: 

a. EVERY Bible Class and worship service! 

b. Gospel Meetings. 

c. How to teach others the Word. 

d. Christian camps (I flew from KY to Rockford, IL). 

 

2. Encouraged learning in school; expected excellence. 

 

3. Opportunities: 

a. Declamation contests -- first grade into High School. 

b. 4-H: 

1. Vegetables 

2. Woodworking 

3. Speech 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #7)  You CAN Overcome The Past! 

A. You May Have To Get Psychological Help. 

 

 

B. For Most: 

1. Life moves on; prices go up; you just have to accept it! [At the same time, 

“This World Is Not My Home!” We won’t have to live with it TOO long!] 

 

2. Don’t glory in the past; keep being active and useful every day you live! 
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3. You can overcome past hurts and fears! 

a. Some of our fears were SO exaggerated! Now I have NO fear of a 

dentist’s needle! 

b. You can forgive; you can stop focusing upon mistreatment; you can 

look to the present and the future to do good! 

 

4. You CAN BE FORGIVEN of the worst sins if you are TRULY penitent! 

 

5. You can be much more productive with new technology IF YOU ARE 

WILLING TO BE OPEN MINDED! 

 

 

C. Look At Joseph! 

1. He was hated by his brothers. Gen. 37:1-11 

 

2. He was sold into slavery. Gen. 37:12-36 

 

3. He was away from his family for 22 years. Gen. 37-46 

 

4. He was lied about by Potiphar’s wife. Gen. 39 

 

5. He was forgotten in jail. Gen. 40 

 

6. Yet, he was used by God for GREAT things! 

 

7. How did that happen? 

a. Gen. 45:7,8 “And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for 

you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8So now 

it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father 

to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land 

of Egypt.” 

b. Gen. 50:19,20 “Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in the 

place of God? 20But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 

meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save 

many people alive.” 

 

 

 

VII. (Slide #8)  How The Past Impacts Us Spiritually Today: 

A. The Past Can HAUNT Us Spiritually! 

1. You can focus upon past ignorance. 

a. You can overcome ignorance! 

b. Paul overcame his ignorance about Jesus; he became the great Apostle 

Paul. 

c. The people on Pentecost overcame their ignorance that lead them to 

shout “CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!”, repented, and were 

baptized for the remission of sins! Ac. 2 
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d. Many idolaters in Athens learned about God and Christ and His 

Resurrection and became Christians! 

 

2. You may have lived a horribly sinful life; you may feel unworthy to be 

forgiven. 

 

 

B. You Can Focus Upon Past Sins And Feel SO Unworthy That You Greatly 

Hinder Your Service To God! 

1. Some convince themselves that they could NEVER be worthy to be a 

Christian. 

 

2. Some are SO embarrassed by their sins -- Peter was SO embarrassed by his 

denials of Jesus. 

a. Lk. 22:61 “And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, ‘Before the 

rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’” 

b. 5 weeks later, he is still beating himself up mentally and emotionally! 

c. Jesus lovingly helped Peter find forgiveness and gave him a mission for 

the future! Jn. 21:15-19 

 

3. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

 

C. You Can Overcome Sin! 

1. Many of the Corinthians who had participated in ALL KINDS OF 

IMMORALITY repented, were baptized, and lived holy lives! 

a. This took true heart! 

b. It demanded repentance. 

c. I Cor. 6:11 “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 

were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 

2. Look at people who were forgiven: 

a. Rahab 

b. David 

c. Israel 

d. Peter 

e. Jews at Pentecost 

f. Paul 

 

3. You realize that the OLD SINFUL LIFE has to be a PAST life! 

a. At baptism, we die to sin, we rise to walk in newness of life! Rom. 

6:3,4 

b. II Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 

things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
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c. Put OFF the old life! Eph. 4:22 “that you put off, concerning your 

former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the 

deceitful lusts,” 

 

4. A prodigal Christian can feel SO UNWORTHY of God’s forgiveness and 

God’s acceptance back home! 

a. The Parable Of The Prodigal Son tells us of God’s EAGERNESS for us 

to come home! Lk. 15:11-32 

b. What a comfort! 

 

5. Every sinner needs to remind himself of God’s grace that is conditionally 

available! 

a. Eph. 2:5-8 “even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 

His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 

have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God,” 

b. Heb. 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

c. PRECIOUS words to a child of God: 

1. Justification -- no longer counted as a condemned sinner! “Just as 

if I had not sinned!” 

2. Redemption -- bought back by the precious Blood of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

D. The Past Can Motivate You! 

1. Paul was SO embarrassed by his past life. 

a. However, he did not drown in his guilt. 

b. He KNEW how much he deserved condemnation! 

c. “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 

counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13although I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I 

obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14And the grace 

of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in 

Christ Jesus.” I Tim. 1:12-14 

d. He cherished God’s grace! I Cor. 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more 

abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 

me.” 

e. You literally stand in awe of his sacrifices as a Christian -- his 

commitment, his evangelistic zeal, his sacrifices, the inconveniences 

and persecutions that he endured -- OH HOW GRATEFUL HE WAS 

TO BE A CHRISTIAN! 
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2. Appreciating God’s grace should drive us to live for and tell others about 

Jesus! 

 

 

E. The Challenge: Seek God’s Grace; Forgive Those Who Have Sinned Against 

You; Live Today So That The Future Is THE BEST It Can Be In This Life And 

In Eternity!!! 


